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Prologue 

I’ve wanted to write this book for a very long time. Since childhood, I’ve 
been fascinated by animals, and throughout my life, I’ve kept a wide variety 
of carnivores. During my years in Denmark, I bred rare parrots, but I also 
had snakes, wasps, horses, dogs, ducks, cats, and many kinds of Ksh and 
reptiles. ;eeping animals has always fascinated meA it’s like creating a little 
piece of paradise close to home. I’ve even traveled to the rainforests of 
South xmerica in search of some of these animals, which was both eHciting 
and demanding. Mowever, there’s a certain simplicity in having a daily 
routine that involves caring for animals and keeping them healthy.

1y second passion is therapy. I have a degree as a family therapist, and 
for a number of years, I’ve had the privilege of conducting research on 
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MNRUI; ;ULSN

new methods for family therapy. SpeciKcally, I’ve worked with families 
whose children were in risky or challenging situations due to their parents’ 
circumstances. I’ve spent countless hours in family homes, and it’s been a 
rewarding eHperience. I’ve always found it easy to connect with children, to 
tune in to their perspective, and to advocate for them during conversations. 
zater, I specialiTed in providing therapy for men in crisis.

Phe —et Pherapist has allowed me to combine my two passionsjfamily 
therapy and my love for animals. Nach story has its roots in reality, and I’ve 
added a touch of humor and creativity to them. I hope you enBoy reading 
and Knd yourself immersed in the lives of the families and animals.

2est wishes,

Menrik
xrgentina 0503

0
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The Job Interview

The small ocwe pas emtyS as iothre say yhe.eg The whar. n.oadeu ,due. 
he. pernhyk adu she y,wbeu some har. vehrdu he. ea. pryh ode hadu phrle 
wodyrd,rdn yo sya.e -awadylS o,y yhe prduopg The ta.brdn loy pas o-e.f
n.opd pryh ueau n.assk yhe n.aS wodw.eye palls o3 yhe v,rlurdn uru doyhrdn 
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ENRIKU UIziN

yo rdstr.ek adu e-e.S so o3yed a wa. “rtteu tasyg Thrs pas doy phay she hau 
rd mrdu phed she pedy rdyo v,srdess 3o. he.sel3g

?Eop uru K edu ,t he.e”P she m,.m,.eu almosy rmte.wetyrvlSk he. heau 
mo-rdn slrnhylS 3.om srue yo srueg

ihe bdep she hau toyedyral rd he. v,srdessk The —ey The.atrsyg —eotle 
ov-ro,slS deeueu helt pryh yher. adrmalsBo. .ayhe.k pryh yher. woddewf
yrod yo yher. adrmalsg j,y syrllk she 3ely lrbe maSvek ’,sy maSvek ry pas a 
mrsyabeg The venrddrdn hau veed .o,nhk yo saS yhe leasyg ihe haudqy :,rye 
3ayhomeu ’,sy hop madS yhrdns yhe.e po,lu ve yo ’,nnleA leasesk awwo,dyf
rdnk ma.beyrdng ihe ’,sy deeueu yo taS ayyedyrod yo yhe sw.eed rd 3.ody o3 
he.k yhay whayvoy yhay alpaSs hau ad adspe. .eauSg ihe srnheu adu loobeu 
a.o,du yhe ocwek phrwh pasdqy as elenady o. wo“Sfloobrdn as shequ hoteug 
Ky pas a vry messSk o3 wo,.seB’,sy a 3ep tate.s lryye.eu he. uesbBv,y she 
hau y.reu yo beet yhrdns deayg Roy a vo.d leaue.k she wod!ueu srledylS yo 
he.sel3g

Eope-e.k yhe swa.resy wodwety o3 all pas yhe ruea o3 ha-rdn yo taS somef
vouSBad emtloSeeg ihe w.rdneu ay yhe yho,nhyg ihe deeueu heltk doy 
yhay she urudqy pady ryk v,y ry meady nr-rdn ,t tope.k someyhrdn she pas 
,dwha.awye.rsyrwallS loayh yo ta.y pryhg iothre pas a wody.ol 3.eabg iothre 
lrbeu yo ha-e he. hadus rd e-e.Syhrdng Thrs rs mS v,srdessk she sy,vvo.dlS 
yolu he.sel3g K v,rly yhrsg K wadqy ’,sy nr-e ry yo someode pho uoesdqy ,due.f
syadu mS padysg

xy yhe same yrmek she .ealr“eu she deeueu heltg ihe wo,ludqy meey 
wlredysBshe urudqy e-ed ha-e a wa.( ihe srnheuk adu yhay pas phS she hau 
wodyawyeu Ea.olug xd olu yhe.atrsyk hote3,llS ode pryh e…te.redwe )adu 
mo.e yhad a lryyleM oGOg 4osy rmto.yadylSk he hau a wa.g W.adyeuk a ye..rvle 
wa.k v,y a .,ddrdn odeg V. ay leasy she hoteu ry pasg

ihe nladweu ay yhe wlowbg Ea.olu po,lu ve he.e rd a 3ep mrd,yesg ihe 
yoob a ueet v.eayh adu yho,nhyk K3 he e-ed a..r-esg Ky po,lu ve yhe easS 
paS o,y r3 he urudqyk v,y she bdep she wo,ludqy uo ry alodeg N-ed she hau 
lrmrysg
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TEN —NT TENIx—KiT 

Thed she hea.u ryg Ky pas :,rey ay !.syk a so3y .,mvle rd yhe ursyadwe yhay 
nardeu steeu adu sy.ednyhk lrbe ad olu 3.ernhy y.ard au-adwrdn yh.o,nh yhe 
wo,dy.Ssrueg Ky pas Ea.olug Yellk Ea.oluqs Dol-og The -ehrwle pas a,urvle 
3.om 3a. apaSBa mawhrde yhay pas olu adu 3allrdn ata.y v,y somehop syrll 
holurdn odg The so,du u.ep dea.e.k adu iothre wlasteu odyo yhe lrt o3 he. 
uesbg K wad uo yhrsk she yho,nhyg Thrs rs mS womtadSg Kqm yhe vossg

5,llS apabe dopk iothre noy ,t 3.om he. whar. adu 3aweu yhe uoo.g 5o. a 
momedyk she hesryayeug Yas she awy,allS avo,y yo uo yhrs” Yas she hodesylS 
nordn yo hr.e some sy.adne mad pryh shauopS moyr-es yo helt he. sol-e a 
mSsye.S she wo,lu ha.ulS ,due.syadu he.sel3”

?LeskP she adspe.eu he.sel3g jewa,se uestrye all he. uo,vysk she bdep she 
wo,ludqy .,d yhrs alodeg ihe padyeu someodek adu yhay someode hattedeu 
yo ve Ea.olug

The ednrde .,mvleu yo a syotk adu a wa. uoo. slammeu o,ysrueg iothre 
sy.arnhyedeu rd he. seayk yoob a ueet v.eayhk adu t,lleu a So,fwadfuofyhrs 
loob o,y o3 he. n,yg Thrdns a.e nordn yo ney rdye.esyrdnk she m,yye.eu alo,uk 
e…tewyrdn yhe uoo. yo otedg

5erndrdn v,sSdessk iothre syooug ihe hau a 3olue. oted rd 3.ody o3 he.k 
pryh some sw.rvvles rd ry .elayeu yo youaSqs rdye.-repg The.e hau veed lryyle 
womteyryrodg Yellk yhe.e ,seu yo ve odeg xdu yhay pas Ea.olug

xdu yhed Ea.olu palbeu rdk a vrn n.rd od hrs 3aweg Ers p.rdbleu wloyhrdn 
adu prlu har. s,nnesyeu he haudqy loobeu rd yhe mr..o. m,wh phrle neyyrdn 
.eauSg

Ee .eawheu o,y a hadu adu saruk ?Eellok iothreg Thadbs 3o. ha-rdn megP
?V3 wo,.sek Ea.olukP iothre .etlreuk 3erndrdn t.o3essrodalrsmg ihe mof

yrodeu yo yhe whar. rd 3.ody o3 he. uesbg ?Ea-e a seayg Kq-e wome o,y yo .eau 
a vry 3o. o,. nayhe.rdng xduM K noy Cadrsh tasy.resgP

Ea.olu yhadbeu he.k sh.,nnrdn phrle yabrdn ode adu vryrdn rdyo ryg ?Kq-e 
mrsseu yhese 3o. a lodn yrmegP

iothre douueug ?zhk hell Seahg Kyqs -e.S rmto.yady yhay pe sya.y ha-rdn 
yhese brdus o3 meeyrdnsgP
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ENRIKU UIziN

ihe ‘rtteu yh.o,nh yhe 3olue.k v,y yhe.e pasdqy m,wh rd ry yhay pas 
rmto.yadyg ?Lo, 3o,nhy yh.o,nh :,rye a d,mve. o3 attlrwadysk v,y So, 
bdop phayk K brdua lrbe yhe w,y o3 So,. ’rvg 7eyqs hea. a vry avo,y So,gP

Ea.olu douueuk syrll wheprdn hrs tasy.Sg ?YellM Kq-e veed a yhe.atrsy 3o. 
a lodn yrmeg Kqm y.ardeu rd tsSwheuelrw po.b adu ha-e e…yedsr-e e…te.redwe 
rd 3amrlS yhe.atSg K also uru tey .eyarl rd wollenek so K bdop some sy,G avo,y 
adrmalsgP

iothre .arseu ad eSev.op adu na-e hrm a loobk sryyrdn ay yhe yavle ottof
srye hrmg ?—sSwheuelrw yhe.atSk h,h” Yhrwh rs doy stewr!wallS phay pe uo 
he.ek .rnhy”P

Ea.olu wh,wbleu lrnhylSg ?Rok yhay pas adoyhe. yrmeg Rop ryqs mo.e 
avo,y hop adrmalsq veha-ro. rd‘,edwes 3amrlresBo. maSve yhe oyhe. paS 
a.o,dugP

iothre douueuk tlawrdn yhe 3olue. vawb uopdg ?Leahk yhay so,dus .elef
-adyg j,y So,q-e hau a sy.ess3,l lea-e as pellk ha-edqy So,”P

Ea.olu y,.deu se.ro,sg ?Leahk yhayqs y.,eg K pedy yh.o,nh a yo,nh taywhk 
v,y velre-e mek Kqm .eauS dopg x ta.y o3 me rs syrll swa.eu vewa,se ry rs po.bk 
v,y K wadqy pary yo ney vawbgP

iothre smrleu yrnhylS adu douueu :,rwblSg ?Woou yo hea.g Ye pady 
yo eds,.e yhayk u,.rdn So,. y.ral te.rouk pe wad asb yhe no-e.dmedy 3o. 
s,tto.yg Kyqs mo.e -alru 3o. a sya.y,t lrbe o,.sgP

Ea.olu douueu anardk adu iothre v.eayheu ueetlSg Ky pas dop o. de-e.g
?K ha-e a 3ep :,esyrods 3o. So,kP iothre saruk adu Ea.olu loobeu rdye.f

esyeug ihe shoy a loob ay he. v.re3 lrsyg ?8ome odM yabe yhe !.sy odegP
Yryh a u.amayrw ta,sek she leadeu vawb rdyo he. seay adu asbeuk ?Yhay 

avo,y wod‘rwyrdn sry,ayrods s,..o,durdn teys”P
Ea.olu leadeu vawbk sya.rdn ,t ay yhe werlrdng ?Thayqs a noou :,esyrodg 

K 3eel lrbe a loy o3 yhe yrmek adrmals a.e madr3esyayrods o3 rss,es al.eauS 
t.esedy rd 3amrlresg iok .ayhe. yhad hamme.rdn od 3a-o.ryesk So, deeu yo 
3ow,s od hop yhe 3amrlS rdye.awys pryh a teyg K uo rdye.esyrdn adu urGe.edy 
awyr-ryres pryh yhemk lrbe .oleftlaSrdnk phe.e 3amrlS memve.s yabe od yhe 
.ole o3 yhe tey adu y.ads3o.m yher. veha-ro.gP
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TEN —NT TENIx—KiT 

iothreqs eSes pruedeug ?iprywh .oles pryh yhe tey”P
?LeskP Ea.olu saruk smrlrdng ?5o. e…amtlek t.eyedu yhe uau rs yhe uon adu 

va.bs e-e.S yrme someode saSs someyhrdng Ky shops hop m,wh dorse yhe 
uon awy,allS mabesgP

iothre vlrdbeu a 3ep yrmesg ?ThayqsM ad rdye.esyrdn att.oawhgP
?—.ovavlSkP saru Ea.oluk adu iothre wo,ludqy ve s,.e r3 he pas ’obrdng
Ea.olu yoob yhay as att.o-alk adu iothre douueu sloplS as she ’oyyeu 

uopd some doyesg ?Kdye.esyrdnM -e.S rdye.esyrdngP
ihe loobeu aheau yo yhe de…y :,esyrodg ?Eop avo,y phed So, yabe a tey 

yhayqs veed tasseu a.o,du lrbe a hoy toyayo vewa,se do ode wo,lu an.ee od 
phay yo uo pryh ry”P

Ea.olu sh.,nneu adu aye yhe .esy o3 hrs tasy.Sg ?K yhrdb lrsyedrdn rs 
rmto.yadyg —eotle ’,sy pady yo ve lrsyedeu yog 4osy o3 yhe yrmek phed 
e-e.Sode neys a -orwek pe wad wome yo a sol,yrod yhayqs awwetyavle 3o. 
e-e.SodeBe-ed yhe teygP

iothre nladweu ,t 3.om he. tate.s adu douueu rd ,due.syadurdng Ee 
pas almosy .easodavlek she .ealr“euk adu yhrs .ealr“ayrod alode maue a vry o3 
he. de.-o,sdess -adrshg ihe sap ad otto.y,dryS yo leau yhe wod-e.sayrodk 
adu so she urug

?xll .rnhykP she saruk douurdnk leadrdn 3o.pa.u slrnhylSk ?phay uo So, 
bdop avo,y xK” x.yr!wral rdyellrnedwe”P

Ea.olu syotteu adu na-e he. ad ouu loobg ?xK” Rok K m,sy wod3essk K 
ha-edqy po.beu pryh yhay m,whg Yhay e…awylS uo So, mead”P

?V3 wo,.sekP iothre saruk as r3 shequ bdopd he po,lu saS yhayg ?Yellk rd 
o,. v,srdesskP she t.o,ulS uewla.euk ?pe ,se xK e…yedsr-elS yo edhadwe o,. 
att.oawhesg K o3yed .e3e. yo urGe.edy sry,ayrods od mS whayvoygP 8.ossrdn 
he. a.msk she smrleug ?Vdwek K asbeu yhe voy phay yo uo pryh a uon yhay 
po,ludqy oveS adS wommadusk adu ry saruk 9iteabrdn yher. ladn,ane prll 
w.eaye a veyye. yool 3o. yhem yo lrsyedgqP

Ea.olu vlrdbeu a 3ep yrmes ay he.g ?Kd rys opd ladn,ane”P
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ENRIKU UIziN

?LeahkP iothre .etlreu dodwhaladylSg ?Lo, bdopk va.b o. meop lrbe yhe 
awy,al w.eay,.eg Kyqs almosy lrbe y.Srdn yo ,due.syadu phay a way rs 3eelrdn vS 
t.eyedurdn yo meopgP

Ea.olu almosy la,nheug Ks she se.ro,s”k he yho,nhyg ?xduM uoes ry 
po.b”P

iothre vlrdbeuk rndo.rdn hrs ursvelre3g ?Kyqs mo.e o3 a y.ralfadufe..o. 
meyhouk v,y K yhrdb So, ha-e yo ve otedfmrdueug Vde o3 yhe whayvoy 
ur.ewyr-es s,nnesyeu yhay a sy.esseu vr.u wo,lu vede!y 3.om a 3ep mrdu3,l 
momedysBsteab so3ylS yo ry adu rmanrde -asy oted ladusgP

Ea.olu sya.eu ay hrs woGee adu vry hrs lrts yo beet 3.om la,nhrdng ?4rduf
3,ldessM 3o. vr.usg Thrs rsM t.eyyS hrnhfyewhgP

?Irnhy”P iothre douueu eane.lSg ?Yellk So, ha-e yo uo ry yo .emard 
womteyryr-eg K ,se xK yo !n,.e o,y phay teotle a.e yhrdbrdn phed yher. 
uon y.res

yo yeletayhrwallS womm,drwaye pryh yhemg Kd 3awyk ry wad yell So, :,rye a 
vry avo,y hop yher. h,mad opde.s y.eay yhem(P

?YhoaM yhayqs someyhrdnkP Ea.olu saruk .arsrdn ad eSev.opg ?K urudqy 
see yhay womrdng 8hayvoys 3o. teysM K ha-e yo saSk ryqs dep yo megP

iothre .,sheu od as r3 she haudqy doyrweu hrs hesryayrodg ?K hodesylS 
yhrdb xK rs yhe 3,y,.e o3 o,. womtadSg Yryh swredwe n,rurdn ,sk pe mrnhy 
e-ed lea.d phay a way po,lu uo r3 So, tlaSeu urGe.edy yStes o3 m,srw 3o. ryg 
Thrs whayvoy odwe .ewommedueu wlassrwal m,srw 3o. ad ann.essr-e waygP

5rdallSk Ea.oluqs la,nhye. noy yhe veyye. o3 hrmk adu he wo,nheu yo wo-e. 
ry ,tg ?8ays adu jeeyho-edM rs ry tossrvle yo ha-e a wase pryh voyh”P

iothre douueu !.mlSg ?N…awylSg K am wod-rdweu yhay xK prll yabe tey 
tsSwholonS yo ad ,drmanrdavle le-elg Ky nr-es ,s a womtleyelS urGe.edy 
te.stewyr-egP

ihe uo,vlefwhewbeu he. lrsyg ?zhM phay po,lu So, saS rs So,. n.eayesy 
peabdess”P

Ea.olu yho,nhy 3o. a momedyg ?iomeyrmes K yabe mS wlredysq rss,es 
yo hea.yg Ky wad ve ha.ug Kyqs a po.b rd t.on.essk v,y Kqm lea.drdn yo sey 
vo,dua.resgP
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iothre douueuk beetrdn ad eSe od yhe uoo.g ?VbaSk lasy :,esyrodg V,. 
odlS te.madedy .e:,r.emedyA 8ad pe ,se So,. wa. 3o. wlredys”P

Ea.olu wh,wbleug ?V3 wo,.seg K3 ry s,.-r-es yhe y.rtgP
Ee la,nheuk v.,shrdn some ‘abS w.eam 3.om hrs vea.ug ?Leahk So,q-e 

hea.u ryg Kyqs doy a 5e..a.rk v,y ry po.bsgP
?WooukP iothre saruk smrlrdn slrnhylSg ?Ro y.adsto.yk do ho,se -rsrysgP
Ea.olu douueu mo.e solemdlS yhrs yrmeg ?Leahk yhayqs rmto.yadyg Kqm 

prllrdn yo uo phaye-e. K wadgP
iothre nladweu ay yhe doyes rd he. hadu adu yhed vawb ay Ea.olug ihe say 

vawb rd he. whar.k 3olueu yhe tate.k adu leadeu 3o.pa.ug
?VbaSk Ea.olug K yhrdb pe wo,lu ha-e a t.eyyS noou po.brdn .elayrodf

shrtg 7eyqs sya.y od 4oduaSgP
Ea.olu n.rddeu pruelSg ?Thay so,dus n.eayg Kqm loobrdn 3o.pa.u yo rygP
iothre douueuk yho,nh she pasdqy edyr.elS wod-rdweu Seyg j,y yhrs pas 

t.on.essk as 3a. as she pas wodwe.deug Ea.olu seemeu hattS pryh hrs tasy.Sk 
adu she hoteu yhrs po,lu po.b o,y ’,sy !deg

x pa-e 3.om yhe uoo.paSk adu Ea.olu pauuleu oG yopa.u hrs adwredy 
Dol-og Ee smrleu ay iothrek v,y hrs mrdu pas al.eauS od yhe wa.g 7rbe a 
lodnfvelo-eu e…yedueu 3amrlS memve.k yhe Dol-o pas ,dt.eurwyavle aduk 
od owwasrodk ha.u po.bk v,y he lo-eu ry ’,sy yhe sameg xs he po,lu alpaSs 
saS yo hrmsel3 adSyrme he noy ry .,ddrdnA Ky odlS yabes a lryyle lo-eg

Ee noy vehrdu yhe pheel adu yatteu od yhe uashvoa.ug ?8ome odk 
olu 3.redug Roy youaSk dode o3 yhe 3,ddS v,srdesskP he m,yye.eu as r3 
yhe wa. wo,lu hea. hrmg Ee y,.deu yhe beSg Royhrdng Ea.olu vlrdbeu a 
wo,tle o3 yrmes ve3o.e y.Srdn anardg xdu s,.e edo,nhk alyho,nh yhe ednrde 
stl,yye.eu 3o. a momedyk ry sood ureug

?Vh dok doy dopkP he yho,nhyg Ee nladweu o-e. ay iothrek pho pas 
syadurdn yhe.ek sya.rdn ay hrm pryh a t,““leu e…t.essrodg Thrs uoesdqy loob 
nooug Roy noou ay allg

iy.,nnlrdn yo hrs 3eeyk he totteu yhe hoou o3 yhe olu wa. adu syoou o-e. 
yhe a..aS o3 w.oobeu pr.es adu nea.sg ?8ome odM ve nooug J,sy yhrs odwegP

iothre palbeu o-e.g ?Ks yhe wa. v.obed” Co yellkP she rd:,r.eu a.whlSg
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Ea.olu la,nheu de.-o,slSg ?Rahk ryqs ’,sy verdn ovsyrdayeBdo vrnnre(P 
ihe awbdopleuneu yhrs pryh a :,rwb n.rd adu tordyeu ay yhe ednrdeg ?Kyqs 
someyhrdn yhay hasM ,mM wha.awye.gP

Thay noy a .arseu eSev.op 3.om iothre as she syoou pryh he. a.ms 
w.osseuk loobrdn ay hrm sbetyrwallSg ?—e.sodalrySk h,h”P

?LeahkP Ea.olu saruk douurdn hrs heaug ?Lo, ’,syM So, bdopM ha-e yo 
hadule ry wa.e3,llSgP

iothre ley o,y a slrnhy shabe o3 he. heau as she paywheu hrm lope. hrmsel3 
vedeayh yhe wa.g ?Reeu adS helt”P

?Rok dokP Ea.olu saru a lryyle yoo :,rwblS adu prnnleu hrmsel3 ,due. yhe 
wa.g Ee venad yo 3,mvle pryh yhe pr.esk m,yye.rdn yo hrmsel3g Lo, wad uo 
yhrsg Lo,q-e uode ry ve3o.eg J,sy a lryyle mo.e lo-eg

x3ye. a vry o3 !uulrdnk he eme.neu odwe mo.ek pryh ad e…y.a laSe. o3 
n.rme od hrm v,y a wod!uedy n.rdg ?The.e( Thay sho,lu uo rygP

iothrek doy pryho,y some sbetyrwrsmk paywheu v,y saru doyhrdng
Ea.olu l,.wheu vawb rdyo yhe wa. adu y,.deu yhe beSg The ednrde st,yf

ye.eu pryh a small wo,nh ve3o.e .oa.rdn yo lr3eg Ee slatteu yhe uashvoa.uk 
la,nhrdn rd -rwyo.Sg ?Yhay uru K saS” Kyqs all avo,y lrsyedrdngP

iothre a.wheu ad eSev.op adu smrleu a lryyleg ?Leahk K wad see yhaygP
Ea.olu yhed u.o-e oG sloplSg The wa. syrll wlamve.eu alodn lrbe a s,.f

-r-o. o3 some wayasy.othek v,y ry .adg C.r-rdn homek Ea.olu shoob hrs 
heauk la,nhrdn yo hrmsel3g Kq-e noy yo !du a mewhadrwk he yho,nhyg j,y yhed 
anardM phS yamte. pryh s,wwessk ay leasy ta.y o3 yhe yrme”

Ers yho,nhys u.r3yeu vawb yo iothreg ihe seemeuM a lryyle shallopk he 
uewrueug N-e.Syhrdn 3.om yhe po.bo,y wloyhes yo yhe a.yr!wral t.o3essrodf
alrsm 3ely oGg j,y someyhrdn urudqy womt,ye 3o. hrmg

iheqs y.Srdn yo ve a vossk v,y ry uoesdqy loob lrbe she has ry ,due. wody.ol 
eryhe.g Thrdbrdn o3 yhe :,esyrods she asbeu u,.rdn yhe rdye.-repk Ea.olu 
3.opdeug Ee pas mo.e o3 a odefuaSfayfafyrmek rdsyrdwy,al uewrsrodfmabe.g 
Ee de-e. .eallS velre-eu yhay e…tewyrdn teotle yo awy lrbe mawhrdes po,lu 
po.b o,y pellg
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xdu he. lo-e o3 xK” he yho,nhyk la,nhrdng K podue. r3 she yalbs yo he. 
whayvoy mo.e yhad she yalbs yo .eal teotleg Ee wo,lu al.eauS see he. ode uaS 
,srdn ry yo ueal pryh hrmg 7rbe maSvek Yhay uo So, uo avo,y ad emtloSee 
pho yalbs yo hrs wa.”

imrlrdn yo hrmsel3k he podue.eu hop pell yher. ta.yde.shrt po,lu po.b 
o,yg Ky attea.eu yhay all she wa.eu avo,y pas modeS adu yhe v,srdess 
srueBdoy so m,wh avo,y yhe teys o. yhe 3amrlresg

j,uuSk peqll see r3 pe e-ed ney alodn ay allk he m,seu as he y.a-eleu uopd 
yhe da..op ladeg K3 she yhrdbs she wad sey ,t shot adu madane ry lrbe a 
v,srdess pryho,y adS 3eelrdnsk ryqs nordn yo ve yo,nhg

Ee t,sheu yhe teual a lryyle mo.e adu ley hrs yho,nhys u.r3yg K3 yhe wa. 
mabes 3,ddS dorses de…y yrmek peqll ha-e yo ursw,ss phay yo uo avo,y 
y.adsto.yayrodg V. maSve K wo,lu te.s,aue he. yo v,S someyhrdn a lryyleM 
s,.e.f3ooyeuM a vrwSwle”

Ee wh,wbleu yo hrmsel3 3.om vehrdu yhe pheel as he u.o-e od yopa.u 
homek yhrdbrdn avo,y voyh yhe wa. adu hrs dep vossg Thrs ta.yde.shrt pas 
nordn yo ve rdye.esyrdnk 3o. s,.eg
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Are You My Rabbit 
Family?

Sophie waited outside the state-of-the-art gym as Harold parked his old 
Volvo in front. She wore worn sweatpants, the fabric bearing the signs 
of years of use, her forehead glistening under the bright sunlight while 
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THE PET THERAPIST 

the nursery-rhyme rhythm of gym music pulsed through the speakers. 
She felt energized yet anxious, like her run had reinvigorated her, but her 
mind was on other things. Today was their “rst client meeting as ”The Pet 
Therapist.! She sighed and decided it was time to leave.

The car is unreliable, and we need it to do the trip… she thought. She had 
doubts ever since she hired Harold, and now those doubts were resurfac-
ing. The car seemed like it was about to stop at any moment, but Harold 
looked calm and collected, not sharing her concern.

Harold grinned as he opened the car door for her. ”ReadyY I like that.!
Sophie got in, wary, checking the car while breathing in the scent of stale 

leather and oil. ”—eah, I am so ready. This is a big day for us’our “rst client, 
Harold. Iqm so excited…!

”—eah, juite the introduction,! Harold said as he inserted the key into 
the ignition. The Volvo grumbled to life, the engine ?ust as doubtful about 
the morningqs challenge as Sophie was.

Sophie began a long stretch of conversation that didnqt let up until they 
were out of the gymqs parking lot. ”Iqve already talked to my chatbot about 
what type of pet might suit them’to ensure they adopt the right animal,! 
she explained, pulling out her phone. ”The bot suggested a hamster or a 
rabbit, maybe even a parakeetY itqs great at breaking down family dynam-
ics and what would work.!

Harold glanced at her brieBy while keeping his eyes on the road. ”—our 
chatbotW I thought we were meant to be speaking with the family, “nding 
out what they wanted.!

Sophie chuckled, shaking her head. ”That makes sense, but the chatbot 
already identi“ed what they might need. It gives guidance, and we can save 
time by using that.!

”I donqt know if a chatbot could replace listening to real people,! Harold 
said, switching gears. ”3ut weqll see after we talk to the family.!

Sitting back in her seat, Sophie watched the scenery as it Bew by. ”Iqm 
telling you, Harold, technology is the future. Ne have data that can predict 
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HEURIM MRFSE

the familyqs needs. Oy chatbot has already read their emails and social 
media pro“les. Itqs pretty smart.!

Harold shot her a juick look. ”—ou really love that chatbot, donqt youW 
$eels like weqre ?ust texting people.!

”7f course, we can do that too, but why not use technologyW! Sophie 
replied with excitement. ”Think about making them give an answer auto-
matically’no waiting, no uncertainty.!

There was a pause from Harold. ”—et, I still believe thereqs something 
special about human conversation. The juestion is whether all that data 
tells the full story.!

Sophie didnqt answer immediately, but she could not help but be excited. 
Neqll see, she thought. She was all about e0ciency and precision… She knew 
technology must be the way forward.

They rode in silence for juite some time until Harold “nally spoke, an 
unsure smile on his face. ”Is it okay to ask how much weqre charging for 
a consultation like thisW! he asked, glancing over at Sophie. ”I mean, what 
should a family pay for something like thisW!

Sophie stared out the window as if debating. ”$irst of all, I priced the 
consultation at 4;GG.!

Harold frowned, looking at her for a moment before turning back to the 
road. ”4;GGW Thatqs a lot for some advice about pets.!

Sophie shrugged. ”—es, but we have a unijue service. Ne are signaling 
that this is special. This is no ordinary consultationY it involves pet psy-
chology and family dynamics.!

”4;GG,! Harold repeated in shock. ”It makes it feel juite pressured. Itqs 
a high price, especially if people donqt feel theyqre getting value for their 
money.!

Sophie sat up, “xing him with a stern stare. ”Thatqs business, Harold. I 
realize you donqt think that way, but we need a price for this to be viable. 
Itqs not charity.!
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THE PET THERAPIST 

”Iqm ?ust saying it might be a bit much for a family looking for honest 
guidance on what kind of pet to get,! Harold replied gently. ”And if they 
donqt feel like theyqre getting valueY!

Sophie interrupted irritably. ”—ou can leave that part to me. Iqm aware 
of the pricing concerns. —ouqre here to handle the consultations. —ou take 
your salary5 leave the rest to me.!

Harold paused, looking out at the roadside, letting the silence settle. 
It seemed a high “gure to him, but it wasnqt his position to juestion it 
further.

”$ine,! he said after a long pause. ”I wonqt interfere. I ?ust wanted to 
know.!

Sophie smiled and nodded, thinking the conversation was back on track. 
”Lood. Neqll make it work. Cust trust me.!

Harold sighed and changed his tone as he continued driving. Neqll see, 
he thought. I hope those families believe itqs worth the money. Neqll “nd 
out soon enough.

The Volvo pulled into the driveway of a cute suburban home. It was a 
classic house with an exjuisite lawn. As soon as Harold saw it, he thought, 
This is proof you can become a millionaire. He parked and looked over to 
Sophie, who was already rummaging through her bag.

She pulled out a packet of red licorice, took some for herself, and o6ered 
the bag to Harold. ”Nant someW!

He eyed the licorice and shook his head. ”Uo thanks, Iqll pass. Hopefully, 
the family has cake,! he said, chuckling.

Sophie shrugged and stuck the licorice in her mouth. ”Iqm watching my 
weight, but a couple of pieces of licorice donqt count. Shall we go inW!

They got out of the car and walked to the door. Harold laughed and 
looked around, nodding to himself. It had an inviting, intimate juality to 
it. The door swung open, and a father, mother, and three giggling children 
greeted them with welcoming smiles.
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HEURIM MRFSE

”Nelcome…! The father reached out his hand. ”Oy name is Cason, and 
this is my wife, ‘ouise, and our children 9lara, Oichael, and Emma.!

Harold felt good energy and greeted the family warmly. He looked the 
kids up and down5 they stared back at him with wide eyes. ”Hi there…! he 
said with a big smile. ”Are you excited about getting a new petW!

The oldest, 9lara, nodded furiously.
Harold winked at the children. It felt like there was a sense of spa-

ciousness and ?oy when they were all together, and he immediately felt 
comfortable with them.

7nce they were indoors, they gathered in the dining area, surrounded by 
family photos and childrenqs drawings adorning the walls. It felt cozy, and 
Harold realized it was a welcoming space. He sat down and thanked the 
family with a nod. These guys seem solid. This is going to be an interesting 
consultation.

Sophie took a seat, letting her phone and notebook fall onto the table, 
and gave the family a brisk, professional smile. ”Shall we beginW! she asked 
in a businesslike tone. ”‘et us help you “nd your new best friend.!

Cason and ‘ouise both nodded politely, though Sophieqs approach felt 
a bit sti6. 3ut Harold leaned forward, smiling broadly and juickly getting 
their attention.

”So, what are you thinkingW Nhat kinds of animals do you likeW! he 
asked, looking straight at 9lara, Oichael, and Emma.

Oichael, the middle child, gazed longingly at the table and whined, ”I 
want a dog.!

Emma, the youngest, shook her head immediately. ”Uo, I want a cat… 
Theyqre cuter.!

9lara, the eldest, shrugged. ”I donqt know. Oaybe a rabbitW!
Harold smiled. ”‘ooks like you all have di6erent tastes…! He turned to 

the parents. ”Nhat about you twoW Nhat do you thinkW!
Cason smiled at his wife before looking at Harold. ”Ne need something 

that we can all en?oy as a family.!
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THE PET THERAPIST 

Harold considered this and spoke to the children about their prefer-
ences, while Sophie was busy typing on her cell phone, glancing at her 
chatbot.

”I reckon we can get technology to do some of the work for us,! Sophie 
said, grabbing her phone excitedly. ”Oy chatbot has already provided me 
with suggestions based on your family dynamics…!

Cason looked puzzled. ”A chatbotW!
Sophie nodded eagerly. ”—es, it can analyze your needs and provide 

recommendations. Itqs very e0cient.!
The kids looked confused, and the look on Casonqs face told Harold it 

was time to change the topic. ”However, the main thing is that everyone 
feels comfortable with the pet you choose. This is very personal, and it 
depends on what feels right for you.!

The kids nodded, and Harold knew he had them back on track. Smiling 
inwardly, he thought, Technology is helpful, but thereqs something about 
the human touch.

Nith the kidsq attention regained, Harold turned to the parents. ”I 
want to know a little more about how you all work together as a family. 
9hoosing the right pet isnqt ?ust about an animal that looks cute5 itqs about 
“nding one that “ts your lifestyle.!

‘ouise smiled. ”Absolutely, that makes sense.!
Harold looked at the kids out of the corner of his eye. ”Nhat else is 

important when you have a petW Something you can all en?oyW!
9lara paused. ”Ne need a pet that anyone can take care of, so the re-

sponsibility doesnqt ?ust fall on one person. I donqt want it all to be on my 
shoulders.!

Oichael looked up and nodded. ”—eah, but I still really want a dog. 
Theyqre so much fun.!

Harold smiled and turned to Cason and ‘ouise. ”It sounds like thereqs a 
bit of a di6erence in preferences. So, what about you as parentsW How do 
you feel a pet would “t into your daily routinesW!
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HEURIM MRFSE

Cason took a deep breath and looked at ‘ouise. ”Ne want a pet that 
everyone can en?oy but also one that wonqt demand too much from us. Ne 
want something thatqs relatively easy to manage.!

‘ouise nodded in agreement. ”—es, we both have work and the kids have 
school, so we need an animal that doesnqt rejuire too much time each day.!

Harold nodded in understanding. ”That makes sense. Ne want to make 
sure the pet doesnqt become a source of stress, but rather a source of ?oy for 
everyone.!

He looked back at the children. ”Liven that you all have di6erent prefer-
ences, how do you usually settle disagreements like thisW $or example, what 
if Emma really wants a cat, but Oichael insists on getting a dogW!

The children exchanged glances, and 9lara spoke up “rst. ”Ne usually 
argue about it until we “nd something everyone can live with. Itqs ?ust hard 
when we all want di6erent things.!

Harold smiled. ”Thatqs completely normal. 3ut sometimes, the best 
solution is to “nd a pet that serves multiple roles, or at least one that 
everyone can agree on.!

‘ouise furrowed her brow. ”Nhat kind of pet could “t everyoneqs needsW 
Something fun but also calmingW!

Harold thought for a moment. ”—ou could consider getting a rabbit. 
Theyqre calm, loving, and low maintenance, but they can also be juite 
playful once they start to trust you.!

He looked at Oichael, who appeared skeptical. ”A rabbitW 3ut arenqt 
they boringW!

Harold smiled. ”—ouqd be surprised. Rabbits can be very social, and if 
you spend time with them, they can be juite interactive. Plus, they rejuire 
less attention than a dog, which might work better for your busy lifestyle.!

9lara nodded hesitantly. ”That might workY!
Emmaqs eyes lit up. ”I love rabbits…!
Cason and ‘ouise exchanged a glance and nodded. ”That sounds like a 

good idea,! Cason said.
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THE PET THERAPIST 

Harold leaned back, satis“ed. ”The most important thing is to pick 
something that everyone can be part of so that no one feels overwhelmed. 
A pet should bring ?oy, not stress.!

$or a moment, Harold felt they were close to reaching a decision’the 
rabbit seemed like the perfect choice. 3ut then Sophie, who had been 
mostly silent until now, leaned forward eagerly.

”I think a rabbit could be the answer,! she said, ”but ?ust to be sure, we 
should test it with some science. I have some juestions from my chatbot 
that can help us “gure out if youqre truly a Krabbit family.q!

The family looked juizzical but nodded.
Sophie looked down at her phone, where the chatbot was open. ”7kay, 

letqs start with something simple.! She turned to Cason. ”Cason, do you 
prefer carrots or lettuceW!

Cason blinked, clearly confused by the juestion. ”FhY carrots, I guessW!
Sophie nodded, ?otting down his answer. ”Lood… And ‘ouise, would 

you rather tend a garden or relax in the sunW!
‘ouise hesitated, looking puzzled. ”Relax in the sun, I supposeW!
Sophie wrote down her response, then turned to the children. ”9lara, 

if you had to choose between climbing trees or digging a tunnel under-
ground, which would you doW!

9lara glanced at her parents and giggled. ”9limb trees, I think.!
Sophie made a note and moved on. ”Emma, do you prefer hay or ap-

plesW!
Emma laughed. ”Apples, of course…!
Harold, unable to suppress a grin, watched as Sophie continued asking 

these strange juestions, each one seeming more out of place than the last. 
The family grew visibly more confused with each juestion.

”All right, last one,! Sophie said, looking at Oichael. ”Oichael, would 
you rather live in a rabbit hole or in an open cage in the gardenW!

Oichael gave her a puzzled look. ”FhY neitherW!
Sophie paused, looking at her phone with a frown. ”InterestingY very 

interesting.!
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HEURIM MRFSE

Harold could tell the conversation was spiraling out of control. He 
cleared his throat and leaned forward, capturing everyoneqs attention. 
”The main thing is that you all feel comfortable with the idea of having 
a rabbit. These juestions are fun, but what really matters is how you feel 
about the pet “tting into your family.!

Cason nodded, relieved. ”—eah, that makes more sense.!
Sophie put her phone down, clearly a bit bewildered by how things had 

gone. ”Oaybe youqre right, Harold. Mata isnqt everything.!
Harold smiled. ”Sometimes you ?ust have to trust your instincts.!
The children erupted in laughter at some of Sophieqs juestions, clearly 

en?oying the silliness. 9lara leaned toward Sophie, her eyes bright with 
curiosity.

”9an we keep playingW! she asked. ”That was fun. 9an we ask more 
juestions about rabbitsW!

Emma nodded in agreement. ”—eah… Nhat do rabbits like to eatW How 
much attention do they needW!

Sophie smiled, her previous bewilderment fading. ”Sure, we can do that. 
7f course, rabbits love hay and vegetables, but we can also see what the 
chatbot says.!

She pulled out her phone again, and the kids leaned in eagerly. ”All right, 
letqs start with food,! Sophie said as she typed. ”Nhat do rabbits eatW!

After a moment, the chatbot respondedN ”Rabbits eat lots of hay, leafy 
greens like carrots and lettuce, and they also love sweet treats like fresh 
fruit’but not too much, as it can be juite sugary.!

Oichael looked thoughtful. ”So we need to make sure they donqt eat too 
much fruit. Nhat about attentionW Mo they need a lotW!

Sophie typed the juestion, and the chatbot repliedN ”Rabbits are social 
animals that need regular attention. They en?oy playful interactions but 
also value some time alone. —ou should give them time to roam but also 
make sure they get attention.!

Emmaqs eyes lit up. ”So they like to play but also need time aloneW That 
sounds ?ust like me…!

2G

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



THE PET THERAPIST 

9lara giggled. ”Oaybe we are a rabbit family after all.!
Harold laughed, glancing at Sophie. ”The chatbot seems to be doing all 

right after all.!
”—es,! Sophie agreed, leaning back. ”Actually, it explains things pretty 

well.!
Cason and ‘ouise seemed more at ease as the children asked logical 

juestions. 9lara spoke up again. ”Nhat can kids do to take care of a rabbitW 
Nhat can we do thatqs specialW!

Sophie typed in the juestion, and the chatbot repliedN ”9hildren can 
help by feeding the rabbit, making sure it has fresh water, and giving it 
exercise every day. They can also help clean its habitat and ensure it lives in 
a nice environment.!

Oichael nodded. ”7kay, we can handle that. Nhat about the adultsW 
Nhat should Oom and Mad doW!

Sophie typed juickly and read the replyN ”Adults should check the rab-
bitqs health, take it to the vet when needed, and feed it properly. They 
should also supervise the care to ensure the rabbitqs needs are met.!

‘ouise smiled at Cason. ”It sounds like something we could manage 
together.!

Harold chuckled. ”It sounds like weqre getting there. If everyone is will-
ing to help care for the rabbit, it seems like the right choice for your family.!

The children nodded eagerly, and a sense of light-heartedness “lled the 
room. Harold was satis“ed’they were on the right track.

7n the drive back to the o0ce, the mood was relaxed. Harold drove, and 
for once, nothing went wrong with the old Volvo. 3eside him, Sophie 
checked her phone, a big smile on her face.

Excited, she held up her phone. ”It ?ust went through…!
Harold chuckled. ”Nell, thatqs a nice end to the day. The family seemed 

really nice, and I knew they would take good care of the rabbit.!
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HEURIM MRFSE

”Omhm,! Sophie said, looking out of the window, her voice thought-
ful. ”3etter than I thought it would go. This could genuinely be big, 
Harold. It wasnqt ?ust luck.!

Harold nodded. ”They seemed happy with their decision, and thatqs the 
most important thing.!

Sophie tilted her chair back, still holding her phone. ”Ne could really 
blow this whole business up if we keep getting results like this. I mean, 
4;GG per consultation’itqs a great start.!

Harold nodded, grinning. ”It is. And itqs important to build those rela-
tionships with families and their pets.!

”—es, of course,! Sophie said, though her mind seemed elsewhere. ”Ne 
could also spend a bit of money on updates. $or exampleY the car. Even-
tually, we canqt keep driving this old Volvo.!

Harold laughed softly. ”It ainqt much of a looker, but it does the trick.!
Sophie smirked. ”And maybe a new pair of leather pants for you too, 

Harold. It would add some Bair’something professional for the consul-
tations.!

Harold laughed, surprised. ”‘eather pantsW I donqt know about that. I 
think Iqll stick with my old ?eans.!

Sophie sighed dramatically. ”7h, Harold, we have to be visionary… 7nce 
we start making more money, we can loosen things up a bit’especially in 
the style department.!

Harold found the thought humorous and laughed again. ”Neqll see if 
weqre really making that much. 3ut I doubt itqs going to

”3ut I doubt itqs going to involve leather pants,! Harold “nished with a 
grin.

Sophie winked, eyes still on the road ahead. ”Trust me, youqd look great.!
Harold chuckled, still amused by how fast Sophie was ready to spend 

money on material things. 3ut he let it go and focused on what mattered 
mostN they had a successful “rst consultation. The family seemed happy 
with their choice, and that was what counted.
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THE PET THERAPIST 

Sophie looked out the window, her face growing more serious. ”This 
could be something big, Harold. Itqs more than ?ust about pets. Itqs about 
helping families in a meaningful way. Ne ?ust need to keep moving forward 
and stay one step ahead of the competition.!

Harold nodded, his gaze “xed on the road. ”Everything will be “ne as 
long as we keep our focus on what really matters’the connection between 
animals and their families.!

”Agreed,! Sophie said, her voice “rm. ”This is ?ust the beginning.!
The next morning, Sophie and Harold arrived at the small o0ce, feeling 

a sense of optimism after the success of their “rst client visit. The o0ce 
was still in the industrial part of town, and it was nothing glamorous, but 
it was theirs.

Harold walked in with two co6ees in hand and placed one on Sophieqs 
desk. ”Lot you your usual.!

Sophie looked up from her computer screen, where she was already 
typing away. ”Thanks, Harold,! she said, taking a sip. ”Iqve been thinking 
a lot about our approach and how we can expand this.!

”ExpandW! Harold asked, sitting down across from her.
”—es,! Sophie replied, nodding enthusiastically. ”I think we can of-

fer more than ?ust consultations. Oaybe workshops, events, even online 
courses. Imagine a series of classes where families learn how to strengthen 
their bond with their pets.!

Harold raised an eyebrow. ”7nline coursesW ‘ike, on pet psychologyW!
Sophie nodded. ”Exactly. People love their pets, and they want to un-

derstand them better. Ne could do something like an introductory course 
on understanding pet behavior, or even something more advanced’like 
resolving behavioral issues.!

Harold rubbed his chin, thinking. ”That could work. A lot of people 
would probably love that’especially if they canqt a6ord to pay for in-per-
son consultations.!
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HEURIM MRFSE

”Exactly,! Sophie said, her eyes lighting up. ”Itqs scalable. Ne could 
reach so many more people without having to physically be there. Plus, itqs 
another income stream.!

Harold nodded slowly. ”I see your point. 3ut you know Iqm not much 
of a tech person. How would we even set this upW!

Sophie leaned forward, clearly excited by the idea. ”Thatqs where tech-
nology comes in again. Ne could use our chatbot to create interactive mod-
ules, juizzes, and even automated support for people taking the courses. 
The chatbot could help guide them through the content.!

Harold chuckled. ”—ou really love that chatbot, donqt youW!
Sophie grinned. ”I do… Itqs e0cient, reliable, and doesnqt take co6ee 

breaks. 3esides, it can handle repetitive juestions, so we can focus on the 
bigger issues.!

”$air enough,! Harold conceded. ”3ut weqd need to make sure the 
content is solid’people are paying for real value. It canqt ?ust be generic 
advice.!

”Absolutely,! Sophie agreed. ”I was thinking you could help create the 
content. —ou have so much experience with family dynamics and pets. Ne 
can translate that knowledge into lessons that people can easily under-
stand.!

Harold leaned back, a thoughtful look on his face. ”I suppose that could 
work. I ?ust need to be sure itqs done right. I want to be proud of what we 
put out there.!

Sophie nodded. ”I wouldnqt have it any other way.!
There was a brief silence as they both sipped their co6ee, considering 

the possibilities. Sophie broke the silence, her voice softer. ”—ou know, 
yesterday was a good day. Seeing the kidsq faces light up when we “gured 
out the rabbit was the right pet’it reminded me why weqre doing this.!

Harold smiled. ”—eah, it was a good moment. I think weqre onto some-
thing here.!
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THE PET THERAPIST 

Sophie looked at Harold, her expression earnest. ”I know I can come 
across as all business sometimes, but I do care about this. I care about 
making a di6erence.!

Harold nodded, appreciating her honesty. ”I know. —ouqve got a vision, 
Sophie, and itqs a good one. Ne ?ust need to keep things balanced’make 
sure weqre not losing sight of the people and pets behind all the plans.!

Sophie smiled, her eyes softening. ”I think we make a good team, Harold. 
—ou keep me grounded.!

Harold chuckled. ”And you keep me moving forward.!
Sophie raised her co6ee cup. ”To the future of KThe Pet Therapist.q!
Harold raised his cup as well, smiling. ”To helping families and their 

pets’one rabbit at a time.!
They clinked their cups together, the sound echoing softly in the small 

o0ce. It was ?ust the beginning, but they both knew they were on the right 
path. Together, they could make a di6erence in the lives of people and their 
beloved animals, one consultation, one course, and one step at a time.
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“Euthanasia is My 
Best Idea”

Harold’s phone buzzed on the table beside him, honoring him with a 
notic.ationk He looSed at the s.reen, seeing vophie’s name pop upk He 
answered, and her yoi.e .ame through immediatelx, clled with e2.itementk
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EHP RPE EHPAIR“vE 

!Harold”O Her yoi.e was pra.ti.allx ele.tri. with e2.itementk !jh, we 
alreadx haye our ne2t ?ob”O

!jSax, how does it worS this timefO Harold asSed, intriguedk
!“t’s a woman who leYt a message on mx phonek vhe needs help taSing 

.are oY her dog while she is awaxk vhe doesn’t Snow Yor how long, and she 
has no idea what to dokO

Harold sat ba.S in his .hairk !vo, does she need someone to looS aYter her 
dog while she’s gone or somethingfO

!Bes, e2a.tlxk “ .alled her ba.S to cnd out more, but it still wasn’t .leark 
vhe didn’t sound yerx surek $ut she did a.Snowledge that she would spend 
the 70WW Yor the .onsultationkO

Harold .hu.Sled lightlxk !vo we’re giying our opinions on how to handle 
her dog while she isn’t homek jSax, sounds simple enoughkO

vophie responded .oncdentlx, !Beah, it should be easxk -e will ren…
dezyous at halY…past ten, outside oY her Fatk I.tuallx, “’m going to ride mx 
biSe oyer, so xou don’t need to pi.S me upkO

!jSax, bxe,O Harold replied with an aNe.ted tone beYore hanging up the 
phonek He smiled and shooS his head slightlxk “nterestingK he thoughtk

Harold pulled up in Yront oY the apartment building and saw vophie 
alreadx s.rolling on her phone near the biSe ra.Sk vhe wayed e2.itedlx when 
she saw him, and he parSedk

!AeadxfO she remarSed with her usual perSx tonek
!jSax, but crst things crst,O Harold nodded, Yollowing her up the stairsk
Uinallx, thex .ame to the door, and vophie Sno.Sed lightlxk I se.ond 

later, an elderlx woman opened it, and a tinx poodle leaped straight Yor 
their legs, xapping merrilxk Ehe old woman beamed and greeted them bx 
laxing her hand on ea.h oY their heads one aYter another as Harold Snelt to 
pat the dogk

!-el.ome,O the woman said in a soYt but warm and noti.eablx tired 
yoi.ek !“’m so glad xou .ould .omekO
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HPqA“M MACvP

Harold and vophie stepped inside the snug apartmentk Ehe liying room 
was de.orated with pi.tures oY Yamilx and Yriends, in.luding one oY the 
little .urlx white poodle that now tagged along, wagging its tailk

Ehe woman sighed while sinSing into her lounge .hairk !vhe’s been mx 
loxal sideSi.S Yor xearskO

“t soon be.ame obyious that this was more than an ordinarx dog…sitting 
gigk $x the time Harold and vophie were seated, the elderlx woman let out 
a sigh and peered down at $ella, who sat silentlx below herk

Ehe woman spoSe —uietlx, !“’m illK well, it’s .an.erk “ need to go to 
the hospital Yor treatment, but “ haye no idea how long “’ll be therek Ind 
iY anxthing, it might get worse in the daxs to .omek “ max haye to be 
admittedkO

Harold gazed deeplx at her, and vophie nodded solemnlxk !“ see,O vophie 
saidk !Ind what about $ella while xou’re gonefO

Ehe woman noddedk !Besk vhe’s all “ haye leYt, but iY “’m admitted, how 
will she be looSed aYterf “ don’t haye anx Yamilx that .an help, and “ .an’t 
leaye herkO

Uor a moment, the room went still and —uiet as Harold and vophie 
pro.essed this inYormationk “t was unmistaSablx not a routine .onsulta…
tionk Harold leaned Yorward, speaSing .almlxk

!-e .an brainstorm with xou to help cnd a solution so that $ella .an be 
looSed aYter while xou’re in the hospitalk -e .an also dis.uss other optionsk 
8ost oY all, xou get to Yo.us on getting the treatment xou need without 
worrxing about herkO

Ehe mood started to liYt slightlx in the small, .omYortable liying roomk 
Harold noti.ed a .aSe and .oNee set on the table and sat ba.S with a grink

!How delightYul,O Harold said .heerilxk !:aSe and .oNee;?ust what we 
needkO

Ehe woman smiled wrxlx as she poured the .oNeek !-ell, “ guess we .an 
haye a little sna.S while we .hatkO
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EHP RPE EHPAIR“vE 

Harold smiled in anti.ipation, serying himselY a pie.e oY .aSek 8oments 
later, the atmosphere be.ame Yriendlx, .ozx, and inyiting, liSe yisiting an 
old Yriendk

vophie, alwaxs in hustle mode, glan.ed down at her phone aYter a Yew 
bites and suddenlx said, !“ haye an ideak “ .ould asS the .hatbot what the 
best solution is Yor $ellakO

Harold Yrownedk !“s that reallx ne.essarx, vophief -e .an handle this on 
our ownkO

Ehe elderlx woman had a puzzled e2pression on her Ya.ek !:hatbotf 
-hat’s thatfO

!“ .an help xou,O Harold leaned Yorwardk !“t’s ?ust te.hnologx that giyes 
adyi.e sometimesk $ut it’s not re—uired Yor thiskO

Ilreadx .li.Sing awax on her phone and ignoring his protest, vophie 
said, !-hen it .omes to te.hnologx, “ tend to sti.S with the best supportk 
“ thinS this is an ideal use….ase Yor itk -e’ll Snow the answer with .ertain…
tx;and yerx —ui.SlxkO

vophie was on pins and needles as thex waited Yor the .hatbot’s responsek 
!Here it .omes”O she announ.ed, her exes sparSlingk Ehe .hatbot’s re…
sponse appearedD !“ would seriouslx suggestK euthanasiakO

Ehe old ladx gasped, her mouth open, looSing at vophie in horrork 
!Puthanasiaf vo, that means thex should euthanize mefO Her yoi.e began 
to shaSe, and her hands trembledk

Harold —ui.Slx moyed .loser, pla.ing a .omYorting hand on her armk 
!qo, no, that is not what it means at allk “t’s simplx a bad .hoi.e oY words 
bx the .hatbotk Ehis is qjE about euthanasiakO

Ehe old woman still appeared terriced, as though the word itselY eyoSed 
a primal dreadk Harold Snew it wasn’t ?ust leaying $ella behind4 it was also 
the Year oY dxing soonk

vhooting vophie a hard looS, Harold saw she was still staring at her 
phone, seeminglx unaware oY the drama she had .ausedk He turned ba.S 
to the elderlx woman with a gentle smilek !Erust me on this one,O he said 
soYtlxk
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HPqA“M MACvP

Ehe elderlx woman sat —uietlx, tears gliding down her .heeSsk Harold 
remained silent, holding her hand, Snowing that sometimes words weren’t 
ne.essarx;?ust being present was enoughk

Uor a Yew moments, she stared up at the .eiling oY her homek !“ nearlx 
died in this pla.e,O she whispered, her yoi.e still tremblingk !PyerxthingK 
it reminds me oY all the people “’ye lostk 8ost oY them are gone nowkO

vhe gestured toward the photos oY Yamilx and Yriends on the walls, her 
gaze distantk !Rrettx mu.h eyerxone “ Snew is alreadx gone,O she mur…
muredk !IndK truthYullx, “ want to diek $ut “’m aYraidk “’ye alwaxs been 
aYraid oY deathk “ thinS it’s be.ause “ lost mx mother so xoungkO

Harold held her hand, Yeeling the intensitx oY her emotionsk
!Ehis is whx “ alwaxs trx to perseyere,O she .ontinued, —ui.Slx brushing 

awax her tearsk !$ut talSing about it helpsk “’m old now, and “ see the Yuture 
on the horizonk $utK no one “ Snow is here to relate to itkO

vhe turned to Harold with a slight smile, tears still streaming Yrom her 
exesk !Ehat’s another reason “’m glad xou .amek “t’s alreadx helpingkO

8eeting her gaze, Harold whispered, !-e’re here Yor xouk “t’s oSax to 
Yeel this waxkO

Pyen vophie, who usuallx rushed to a hard and Yast approa.h, Yound 
herselY without wordsk Uor perhaps the crst time, she seemed to grasp the 
grayitx oY the situationk

Harold tooS a deep breath and spoSe gentlx to the womank !3ealing 
with something liSe this, something that taSes eyerxthing out oY xou, it’s 
so important not to Yeel alone,O he begank !Mnowing that $ella will be in 
e2.ellent hands during xour re.oyerx is something we .an help withkO

Ehe woman wiped her exes and nodded slightlxk Harold .ontinued, !-e 
haye a Yew options we .ould e2plorek Bou might start bx paxing Yor a seryi.e 
that taSes $ella to a dog Sennel;that would be a 61V0 solutionkO

vophie nodded, rea.hing Yor her phone, but Harold Sept his Yo.us on 
the elderlx womank !Inother option .ould be haying someone .ome in 
on.e a dax to Yeed her and taSe her Yor a walSk $ella would be happier here, 
where she’s .omYortablekO
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EHP RPE EHPAIR“vE 

Ehe elderlx woman raised her head slightlxk !Pyerx daxfO she asSed 
soYtlxk

Harold noddedk !Bes, someone .ould .ome bx dailx to .he.S on herk 
Ehat wax, $ella .ould still Yeel liSe she’s home with xou, eyen iY xou need 
to stax in the hospitalk vhe won’t Yeel abandoned, and xou’ll Snow she’s 
being taSen .are oYkO

Ehe woman smiled weaSlx and e2haledk !Ehat would be wonderYulk “ 
want her here with mekO

!Ibsolutelxk -e’ll worS something out,O Harold said with a smilek 
!Ehat wax, xou .an still haye her here with xou, eyen iY xou .an’t looS aYter 
her Yor nowkO

vophie had put awax her phone and nodded in agreementk !Ehat sounds 
liSe a good plankO

jn.e thex were ba.S on the street, Harold .ould tell vophie was yis…
iblx aNe.tedk Her usual .oncdent, business…liSe demeanor was .ra.Sing, 
repla.ed with a more .ontemplatiye tonek

!Ehat wasK rough,O she murmured soYtlx, staring at her handsk !“ didn’t 
sign up Yor this part oY the ?obkO

Harold nodded, allowing her the time to pro.ess eyerxthingk $ut soon 
enough, vophie seemed to snap ba.S into her usual selYk vhe shooS her head 
and let out a long e2halek

!$ut pra.ti.allx speaSing,O she said, looSing at Harold, !this is going to 
be diH.ult to maSe worS cnan.iallxk -e decnitelx bit oN more than we 
.an .hew herekO

Harold smiled gentlxk ! Harold smiled gentlxk !Beah, it was a tough one, 
but that’s part oY the ?obk -e haye to taSe on some oY this responsibilitx, 
espe.iallx when it inyolyes people in situations liSe herskO

vophie sighed, her gaze unYo.usedk !“ get that, but we .an’t alwaxs 
proyide this leyel oY supportk “t’s ?ust not sustainablekO

Harold noddedk !“t’s part oY the pa.Sage, but “ might haye a wax to maSe 
it a little more manageablekO He paused, waiting Yor vophie to looS at himk 
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HPqA“M MACvP

!“ haye a daughter who might be interested in earning some e2tra monexk 
“ .ould asS her iY she’d be willing to help taSe .are oY $ella Yor a whilekO

vophie perSed up at this ideak !Aeallxf Bou thinS she’d be up Yor itfO
Harold smiledk !vhe loyes dogs, and “’m sure she .ould use the e2tra .ash 

Yor her own pro?e.tsk “t would be good Yor her, tookO
vophie wat.hed him Yor a moment, then nodded in relieYk !Ehat would 

be a huge helpk -e .ould maSe sure the woman gets the support she needs 
without oyere2tending ourselyes cnan.iallxkO

Harold put a reassuring hand on her shoulderk !“t’ll be oSax, vophiek 
-e’ll cnd the right balan.ek vometimes it ?ust taSes a bit oY .reatiyitxkO

vophie tooS a deep breath and noddedk !Bou’re rightk Ehis is ?ust new 
to me;“’m used to more predi.table situationskO

!“t’ll get easier oyer time,O Harold said with a .omYorting smilek Ehex 
started walSing down the street, and Yor a while, thex both staxed silentk

vophie sat ba.S in her oH.e, replaxing the dax in her mindk Her exes 
landed on her .hatbot, whi.h was still open on her phonek Uor the crst 
time, she hesitatedk -as te.hnologx alwaxs the answerf “t had giyen her 
.oncden.e, but todax it had let her downk vhe put the phone Ya.e down 
on her desS and looSed out the windowk

Harold was right4 sometimes it wasn’t about eH.ien.x or —ui.S answersk 
“t was about listening;reallx listening;and being there Yor someone, 
eyen iY it wasn’t easx or .omYortablek vhe sighed and leaned ba.S in her 
.hair, Yeeling a strange sense oY both e2haustion and growthk

Harold arriyed home, his mind clled with the dax’s eyentsk He parSed 
his old Jolyo, gaye the dashboard a —ui.S pat, and muttered, !EhanSs Yor 
getting me through todax, old YriendkO

He went inside, where his daughter, vusan, was at the Sit.hen table, 
worSing on somethingk vhe looSed up as he entered, her Ya.e lighting upk 
!Hex, 3adk How was worSfO

Harold smiled at her, the dax’s tension Yading a littlek !“t wasK intensek 
I.tuallx, “ might haye something Yor xouk -ould xou be interested in 
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EHP RPE EHPAIR“vE 

helping taSe .are oY a dog Yor a whilef “t’s Yor an elderlx ladx who reallx 
needs some helpkO

vusan’s exes widened with interestk !Aeallxf “’d loye thatk -hat Sind oY 
dog is itfO

Harold .hu.Sledk !I little poodle named $ellak vhe’s yerx sweetk Ehe 
ladx is going to be in the hospital Yor a bit, and we need someone to maSe 
sure $ella is oSaxk “ thought maxbe xou .ould help outkO

vusan nodded enthusiasti.allxk !Ibsolutelxk “’d loye to do thatkO
Harold smiled warmlxk !Ehat’s great, vusank “ thinS it would reallx mean 

a lot to her;and to mekO
vusan grinnedk !qo problem, 3adk “’m happx to helpkO
Harold sat down at the table, Yeeling a sense oY pea.ek “t had been a 

long dax, but Snowing that his daughter was readx to help made all the 
diNeren.ek He was proud oY her, and more than that, he was hopeYulk 
8axbe, ?ust maxbe, thex .ould maSe a real diNeren.e;not ?ust Yor the 
animals but Yor the people, took

Ehe ne2t morning, vophie arriyed at the oH.e, her Ya.e set with deter…
minationk Harold was alreadx there, sipping .oNee and reading something 
on his tabletk vhe sat down a.ross Yrom him and Yolded her handsk

!Harold,O she began, !“’ye been thinSing about xesterdaxk Bou were 
right;sometimes we haye to go bexond what we plannedk Ehe .hatbotK 
well, “ don’t thinS it will alwaxs haye the answerk “ thinS “ learned that the 
hard waxkO

Harold looSed up, a soYt smile .rossing his Ya.ek !“t taSes time to cgure 
these things out, vophiek “t’s all a learning pro.essk Bou’re doing cnekO

vophie nodded slowlxk !“ guessk “ ?ust don’t liSe Yeeling out oY .ontrolk “ 
liSe haying all the answers, xou SnowfO

Harold .hu.Sledk !Erust me, “ Snowk $ut the beautx oY this Sind oY 
worS is that it’s neyer predi.tablek Reople need us, and animals do too, but 
sometimes it’s messx and .ompli.atedk Ehat’s what maSes it importantkO

vophie looSed at him, seeing Yor the crst time the depth oY e2perien.e he 
hadk vhe realized that maxbe, ?ust maxbe, she .ould learn something Yrom 
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HPqA“M MACvP

Harold;not ?ust about animals, but about people, and about how to be 
oSax with not alwaxs haying .ontrolk

vhe tooS a deep breathk !jSax, thenk Ket’s Seep moying Yorwardk -e’ll 
taSe .are oY $ella, and we’ll cgure this out togetherk -e’ll maSe sure we’re 
there Yor both the animals and their peoplekO

Harold nodded, raising his .oNee .up in a small toastk !Here’s to cguring 
it out as we gokO

vophie smiled and .linSed her mug against hisk !Eo cguring it outkO
Ind in that small, —uiet oH.e, amid all the un.ertainties, thex began to 

lax the groundworS Yor a partnership that might ?ust worSk jne built not 
on haying all the answers, but on cnding them;togetherk
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HENRIK KRUSE

The sun ltredem yuremto rhdguah rhe sh,mesc ide,rbna ,n ,tygsr sudde,t 
,yfb,nie rh,r seeyem rg mbsignneir rhe dggy wdgy rhe desr gw rhe .gdtmk 
H,dgtm enredem stg.toc tggpbna ,dgunmc .hbte Sgxhbe s,r fehbnm rhe mespc 
e“umbna hed usu,t xdgwessbgn,tbsyk

Av xedwgdy,nie de?be.”… H,dgtm d,bsem ,n eoefdg.c ite,dto r,pen ,f,ipk 
v .eep wetr tbpe , d,rhed xdey,rude ygyenr wgd suih , yeerbnak

Sgxhbe s,r ux bn hed ih,bdc ngmmbna eyxh,rbi,ttok AIr sgunms tbpe rhe 
bme,t rhbna rg mgk vs I s,bm e,dtbed’ brWs e,dtoc fur .e neem rg ser e?edorhbna 
srd,bahr wdgy rhe feabnnbnak…

H,dgtm rggp , se,rc sybtbna .brh , wgdab?bna e“xdessbgnk AI aer .h,r 
oguWde s,obnak qe neem rg ide,re , xgsbrb?e ,rygsxhede wgd gud .gdpk…

Sgxhbe ngmmemk AE“,irtok IrWs eBu,tto byxgdr,nr rh,r .e esr,ftbsh .h,r 
.e neem ,nm mgnWr .,nr dbahr wdgy rhe sr,dr rg ,?gbm ybsunmedsr,nmbnas 
t,redk I rhguahr br .gutm fe , aggm bme, rg gurtbne rhbs yeerbna ng.k…

H,dgtmWs ?gbie .,s d,sxoc , sban gw steextess nbahrsc ,s he te,nem wgd.,dm 
bn hbs ih,bdc r,pbna , meex fde,rhc ,s bw rg s,oc ,r sgye xgbnrc rhbnas h,m 
rg byxdg?ek AI yusr ,mybr I .,s , tbrrte ,xxdehensb?e bn rhe feabnnbnac 
x,drbiut,dto ,fgur hg. .eWm aer ,tgnak Lur ,wred rhe r.g ignsutr,rbgns .e 
h,mc I rhbnp br .enr Bubre .ettk…

Sgxhbe seeyem xte,semc ngmmbna hed he,m ,s bw rhbs .,s e“,irto .h,r she 
h,m hgxem rg he,dk

AYer ye ,tsg s,o rhede bs , xdgwessbgn,t me?etgxyenr fumaerc sg ogu i,n 
sr,dr ,nrbibx,rbna , igudsec… Sgxhbe s,bmk

H,dgtm sr,dem ,r hed bn sudxdbsek Av igudse”…
Sgxhbe ngmmem enrhusb,srbi,ttok A-esk qe .,nr rg ensude ignrbnugus 

te,dnbnak IrWs byxgdr,nr rh,r .e srex ux gud png.temae a,ye ,nm sr,o 
,he,m .brh rhe fesr ,?,bt,fte bnwgdy,rbgnk Th,rWs rhe yenr,tbro hedek…

H,dgtm te,nem f,ip bn hbs ih,bdc spexrbi,tk Avtdbahrc .h,r mg ogu sua$
aesr”…

Sgxhbe te,wem Bubipto rhdguah , ltek Avwred rhe ldsr .eepc ogu e,dnem 
,fgur 265c .hbih .btt fe memuirem ,nm xur bnrg ,n ,iigunr wgd it,sses ,nm 
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THE OET THERvOIST 

rd,bnbnak jw igudsec brWs ngr enguah wgd ,no y,Ggd igudsesc fur I wgunm ,n 
gntbne igudse rh,r i,n fe mgne bn ogud wdee rbyek…

Avn gntbne igudse”… H,dgtm dexe,remk
Sgxhbe ngmmemc sybtbna .brh xdbmek A-esc , igudse rg byxdg?e ogud un$

medsr,nmbna gw vI bn m,bto tbwek Ir .btt hetx ogu use vI ygde e7eirb?eto 
,nm enh,nie gud ignsutr,rbgnsk I rhbnp brWs sgyerhbna rh,r .btt fenelr 
e?edognek…

H,dgtm d,bsem ,n eoefdg. ,nm sybtem stbahrtok AvI bn m,bto tbwec huh” vnm 
IWy suxxgsem rg mg br bn yo sx,de rbye”…

Sgxhbe .,s srbtt adbnnbna e,aedtok Ajhc wgd sudek IrWtt fe aggm wgd rhe 
wurudec H,dgtmk -guWtt see hg. usewut br bs bn gud .gdpk…

H,dgtm dea,dmem Sgxhbe sbtenrto wgd , ygyenr fewgde dextobnak Hed 
suaaesrbgn h,m sudxdbsem hby , fbrk He .dbnptem hbs wgdehe,mc rhbnpbna gw 
rhe fesr .,o rg desxgnmk He de,ihem bnrg hbs f,a ,nm ser br gn rhe r,fte 
fer.een rheyk

ASgxhbec… he s,bm stg.toc tggpbna hed bn rhe eoec AI .btt ignwessc I h,?enWr 
feen byxdessem fo .h,r vI ,nm y,ihbne te,dnbna h,?e g7edem ye sg w,dk 
IrWs feen’ .ettc IWy ngr enrbdeto ign?bniemk…

Sgxhbe gxenem hed ygurh rg desxgnmc fur H,dgtm d,bsem , h,nmk
AHg.e?edc IWy ngr igyxtereto ,?edse rg brc… he ,mmemk AI png. reihngt$

gao bs feigybna , fbaaed x,dr gw gud tb?esc ,nm I unmedsr,nm brs ?,tuek Lur 
rhedeWs ng .,o IWy sxenmbna yo wdee rbye gn rhbs igudsek…

Sgxhbe tggpem sudxdbsemc ,nm H,dgtm ignrbnuem bn , i,su,t rgnec AIw IWy 
agbna rg mg rhbs igudse gntbnec br .btt h,?e rg fe mudbna .gdpbna hgudsk I 
mgnWr rhbnp I shgutm neem rg use yo xedsgn,t rbye wgd brk…

Sgxhbe .bniemc ab?bna hby , tgna tggp fewgde ngmmbnak ARbahrc… she s,bmc 
AI aer ogud xgbnrk qe i,n ,dd,nae wgd ogu rg r,pe rhe igudse mudbna .gdp 
hgudsk…

H,dgtm sybtem , tbrrtek A:ggmk I ybahr ,s .ett rdo br bw .e i,n lnm , 
f,t,niek…
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HENRIK KRUSE

Y,red rh,r m,oc H,dgtm .,s g7 rg hbs ne“r ignsutrbna ,xxgbnryenr ,wred 
rhe de?be.k Sgxhbe h,m yenrbgnem rh,r she srduaatem .brh ,mybnbsrd,rbgnc 
,nm rhede .ede sgye wgdys rh,r neemem rg fe sufybrrem wgd hbs x,o rg fe 
xdgiessem rhdguah rhe yunbibx,tbrok She laudem br .,s ,xxdgxdb,re rh,r 
H,dgtm h,nmte rhbs gne ,tgnek Ir .,s xdgf,fto wgd rhe fesrk

Sgxhbe h,m xdex,dem , mer,btem rd,nsidbxr wgd hby rg de,m bn ,m?,niek 
vs H,dgtm tggpem rhdguah rhe mgiuyenrc he Bubipto i,uahr sbahr gw rhe 
he,mtbne— Soyxrgys gw v;H;k He mer,ihem hbysetw wgd , ygyenrc sbwr$
bna rhdguah rhe y,redb,tk Sgxhbe ite,dto .,nrem rg fe rhgdguahz, tbrrte 
rgg rhgdguahc he rhguahrk

Thbs .,s .hede H,dgtm wgunm s,rbsw,irbgn8 he pne. rh,r serrbna ite,d 
fgunm,dbes .,s iduib,tk He h,m te,dnem rhbs rhdguah hbs g.n xedsgn,t 
rhed,xo ,nm x,sr e“xedbeniesk qhbte he .,snWr ,t.,os ade,r ,r brc he unmed$
srggm brs byxgdr,niek

He .,s at,m rg h,?e suiiesswutto esr,ftbshem rhese fgunm,dbes mudbna 
rhebd e,dtbed ign?eds,rbgnk Ng.c he wetr ferred ,fte rg n,?ba,re hbs desxgn$
sbfbtbrbes .brhgur srderihbna hbysetw rgg rhbnk

The .gdp d,n se?ed,t x,aes tgnac ,nm H,dgtm de,tbVem he .gutm neem 
rg w,ybtb,dbVe hbysetw rhgdguahtok En dgure rg hbs ne“r ,ssbanyenrc he 
srgxxem wgd , iux gw ig7ee ,nm , x,srdo ,r , a,s sr,rbgnk He x,dpem rhe 
i,dc .enr bnsbmec ,nm agr bn tbne wgd hbs ig7eec ,a,bn tggpbna g?ed SgxhbeWs 
rd,nsidbxr ,s he si,nnem rhe x,aesk He sybtem stbahrto ,r rhe mer,btem seirbgn 
gn mb,angsbna v;H;k

Ludbem bn rhe reihnbi,t G,dagnc H,dgtm wgunm , x,d,ad,xh rh,r mer,btem 
rhe ,iru,t Ggfk Sgxhbe h,m fdbeJo yenrbgnem br fewgdec fur rhe bnwgdy,rbgn 
xdg?bmem ng. .,snWr ite,d enguahk He meibmem rg ,sp hed ,fgur br t,redk

v .gy,n .,nrem rg png. bw hed w,ybto mga ybahr h,?e v;H;k She h,m 
sgye e“xedbenie .brh rhe mbsgdmedc fur br bn?gt?em hed sgnc ngr ,nby,tsk

H,dgtm sbxxem hbs ig7eek AInredesrbnak v mga .brh v;H;” Th,rWs , 
ldsrk… He wgtmem rhe x,xed i,dewuttoc ad,ffem hbs x,srdoc ,nm derudnem rg 
hbs i,dk AThbs shgutm fe bnredesrbnak…
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THE OET THERvOIST 

He sr,drem rhe i,d ,nm ser g7c weetbna fgrh iudbgsbro ,nm rdexbm,rbgn 
,fgur .h,r t,o ,he,mk

H,dgtm ln,tto ,ddb?emc rudnbna g7 rhe enabne gw hbs gtm 9gt?gk L,deto h,m 
he deyg?em rhe peo .hen , fba mga i,ye fgunmbna bnrg rhe mdb?e.,ok Ir 
.,s , Lg“edc f,dpbna tgumto ,nm Guyxbna ux gn rhe i,dc brs it,.s sid,rihbna 
,a,bnsr rhe x,bnrk

Ngdy,ttoc H,dgtm .,snWr ,wd,bm gw mgasc fur rhbs gne a,?e hby x,usek He 
igutmnWr igye g7 ,s si,demzngr ,s , xer rhed,xbsrk He gxenem rhe mggd 
stg.toc meredybnem rg peex hbs igyxgsudek

The Lg“ed fei,ye e?en ygde e“ibremc .,aabna brs r,bt ?bagdgusto ,s 
H,dgtm srexxem gurk Ir te,xem uxc rdobna rg aer itgsedk H,dgtm srduaatem , 
fbr rg xush rhe mga f,ip aenrto ,s he shur rhe i,d mggdk Musr rhenc , wdbenmto 
?gbie i,ttem gur wdgy ne,dfok

AEm.,dmc igye hedeC…
The mga igyxtereto bangdem brs g.nedWs igyy,nmk Insre,mc br ,rreyxrem 

rg itbyf bnrg rhe mdb?edWs se,rc .hbih y,me br mb4iutr wgd H,dgtm rg aer gurk
H,dgtm wdg.nem fur rdbem rg dey,bn i,tyk Avtdbahrc fummoc ag gn ng.c… 

he s,bmc numabna rhe mga gur gw rhe i,dk
The ygyenr H,dgtm shur rhe mggdc Em.,dm fea,n f,dpbna ,a,bn ,nm 

Guyxbna ,dgunm e“ibremtok vs H,dgtm y,me hbs .,o rg.,dm rhe o,dmc rhe 
.gy,n .hg h,m i,ttem gur rg rhe mga sybtem fdg,mtok

Ajhc tggp ,r rh,rC… she shgurem iheedwuttok Avngrhed xt,oy,reC He tg?es 
grhed mgasC…

H,dgtm rggp , fde,rhc rhen ,xxdg,ihem hed .brh Em.,dm srbtt fgunmbna 
,dgunm hbyk Thbs .,s ite,dto , mga .brh , tgr gw enedao ,nm tbrrte dea,dm wgd 
igyy,nmsk

The .gy,n ngmmem rg H,dgtm bn adeerbnak AHettgc… she s,bmc fur hed 
,rrenrbgn .,s srbtt wgiusem enrbdeto gn Em.,dmk A-guWde , aggm mgac… she 
iggemc x,rrbna rhe mga ,7eirbgn,retok

Em.,dmc hg.e?edc .,s ygde bnredesrem bn H,dgtmk He Guyxem ux gn 
hbyc e“ibrem ,s bw adeerbna ,n gtm wdbenmk
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HENRIK KRUSE

The .gy,n tggpem ,r H,dgtm .brh , sybtek A-esc ,s ogu i,n seec he h,s 
, tgr gw enedaok HeWs fbac ,nm he mgesnWr ,t.,os tbsrenk Th,rWs .ho I i,ttem 
oguk I .,nrem rg png. bw rhedeWs sgyerhbna sedbgus agbna gn gd bw .e i,n 
mg sgyerhbna rg hetx hbyk…

H,dgtm ngmmemc gfsed?bna rhe mgak He rhguahr rg hbysetwc ThedeWs 
ite,dto sgyerhbna .dgna bn rhe mon,ybi fer.een hed ,nm Em.,dmk He 
mgesnWr tbsren rg hed ,r ,ttk

Musr ,s H,dgtm .,s ,fgur rg desxgnmc , fgoWs ?gbie d,na gur wdgy bnsbme 
rhe hgusek A1j1C é,n I h,?e ,ngrhed sgm,”…

The .gy,n Bubipto at,niem f,ip rg.,dm rhe hgusec hed ,rrenrbgn shbwr$
bna ,.,o wdgy fgrh H,dgtm ,nm Em.,dmk Aégybnac m,dtbnaC… she i,ttem 
fewgde mbs,xxe,dbna bnsbmek

Em.,dm ignrbnuem Guyxbna ,nm f,dpbnac seeybnato un,.,de gw ,no$
rhbna etsek v we. ygyenrs t,redc rhe .gy,n derudnemc sbahbnak ATh,rWs yo 
sgnc Mgn,sc… she e“xt,bnemk AHe neems yec e?en .hen IWy rbdem gd ,nado gd 
weetbna g7k I h,?e rg tggp ,wred hbyk…

She x,usem ,nm rhen ,mmemc A;g ogu ybnm bw .e r,pe , .,tp .hbte .e 
r,tp” Mgn,s bs .,rihbna , shg. gn hbs bO,mc ,nm he h,res febna mbsrudfemk 
IrWm fe e,sbed bw .e Gusr .,tpem ,dgunm rhe ftgip .brh Em.,dmk…

Thede .,s , fdbew x,use fewgde H,dgtm ngmmemk Sgyerhbna ,fgur rhe 
sbru,rbgn seeyem g7c ,nm he igutmnWr hetx fur .gnmed bw rhede .,s ygde 
agbna gn .brh hed sgnk Lur he meibmem ,a,bnsr xdessbna rhe y,rredk Aqgdps 
wgd yec… he s,bmk AYerWs ag wgd , .,tpk…

The .gy,n tggpem detbe?emk She xbipem ux , te,shc fur bnsre,m gw usbna 
brc she ,ttg.em Em.,dm rg dun wdeeto ,he,m gw rheyk

H,dgtm ybahr h,?e e“xeirem rhe .gy,n rg use rhe te,sh wgd Em.,dmc 
esxeib,tto ab?en hbs feh,?bgdc fur she mbmnWrk Em.,dm rhunmedem ux ,he,m 
,r wutt sxeemc igyxtereto gftb?bgus rg rhe fgunm,dbes gw sbme.,tps gd x,rh$
.,osk He m,shem rhdguah xegxteWs o,dms ,nm d,n .hede?ed he xte,semc 
yuih rg H,dgtmWs sudxdbsek
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THE OET THERvOIST 

vs rheo .,tpemc rheo x,ssem ,ngrhed xemesrdb,nk Sude enguahc Em.,dm 
tunaem ,r rhe xedsgnc sr,drtbna rheyk Hbs g.ned mbmnWr seey rgg igniednemc 
sybtbna ,xgtgaerbi,ttoc fur ite,dto ngr .bttbna gd ,fte rg ignrdgt hed mgak

vr te,sr .brh Em.,dm dunnbna ,he,mc H,dgtm .,s ,fte rg r,tp .brh rhe 
.gy,n , fbr ygdek Thguahc hed eoes ignsr,nrto mdbwrem f,ip rg rhe mgak

Aqettc… she sr,dremc Arhe .hgte w,ybto .,nrem , mga wgd oe,dsk qhen 
.e ln,tto agr Em.,dmc e?edogne .,s rhdbttemk Lur ng.c IWy rhe gne .hg 
r,pes i,de gw hbyk The pbms h,?e tgsr bnredesrc ,nm yo husf,nm mgesnWr h,?e 
rbyek…

She fdbeJo tggpem g?ed ,r Em.,dmc .hg .,s srbtt m,drbna ,he,mk AI .,nr 
hby rg fe h,xxoc sg I ab?e hby rhe fesr wggmc ne?ed xur hby gn , te,shc ter 
hby dun wdeetoc ,nm steex bnmggdsk Lur brWs .ebdm8 e?en rhguah I ab?e hby sg 
yuih wdeemgyc he srbtt mgesnWr tbsrenk…

H,dgtm ngmmem ,s she sxgpek He igutm see rhe bssue ite,dtozEm.,dm 
neemem ygde srduirudek Lur wgd ng.c he sbyxto tbsrenemk

vr gne xgbnrc rheo .,tpem x,sr , hguse .hede , .gy,n srggm gn hed 
xgdihc rhe mggd gxen fehbnm hedk Ir .,s ite,d rh,r rhe r.g .gyen pne. 
e,ih grhedk Em.,dmWs g.ned .,?em iheedwuttok

AHbC… she i,ttem .,dytok Lur Em.,dm h,m ,tde,mo fgtrem x,sr hed ,nm 
srd,bahr bnrg rhe .gy,nWs hgusec .brhgur , ygyenr gw hesbr,rbgnk

The hgyeg.ned seeyem unh,xxo ,s she dushem ,wred Em.,dmk 1gyenrs 
t,redc Em.,dm derudnemc dunnbna gursbme .brh sgyerhbna bn hbs ygurhc 
.hbih he xdgyxrto mdgxxem gn rhe t,.nk Lewgde ,nogne igutm s,o ,no$
rhbnac he m,shem f,ip bnsbme ,nm eyedaem seignms t,red .brh ,ngrhed gf$
Geirk

Em.,dmWs g.nedc ng. sr,nmbna fesbme H,dgtmc adbnnem e,d$rg$e,dk AYggp 
,r hg. igywgdr,fte he bs hedeC He tg?es e“xtgdbna ,nm xt,obna .brh rhbnask 
He de,tto ?,tues hbs wdeemgyc… she s,bm .brh , xdgum sybtek

H,dgtm ngmmem stbahrto fur s,bm ngrhbnak Thbs mga mgesnWr neem ygde 
wdeemgyk He neems fgunm,dbesc he rhguahrk
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HENRIK KRUSE

Theo ln,tto he,mem f,ip hgyec Em.,dm rdgrrbna ,tgnac srbtt hgtmbna 
, sy,tt rgo muip heWm wgunmk H,dgtm pne. br .,s rbye rg h,?e , sedbgus 
ign?eds,rbgn .brh Em.,dmWs g.nedk

He x,usemc rhen ,spem , Buesrbgn rh,r h,m feen ,r rhe rgx gw hbs ybnmc 
AH,?e ogu e?ed ngrbiem rh,r ogud sgn Mgn,s ,nm ogud mga Em.,dm h,?e , 
tgr bn igyygn”…

She seeyem r,pen ,f,ipc rhe Buesrbgn h,nabna bn rhe ,bd wgd , ygyenr 
fewgde she Buberto ngmmemk A-esc ,iru,ttoc I h,?ek IWy ngr sude .hbih gne 
igxbem rhe grhedc fur rhede bs melnbreto sgyerhbna sbybt,d ,fgur rheyk…

H,dgtm xdessem gnk AHg. sg”…
She rhguahr wgd , ygyenr fewgde dextobnac ANebrhed gw rhey tbpes febna 

rgtm .h,r rg mgk Theo fgrh ?,tue rhebd bnmexenmeniek…
H,dgtm ngmmemc weetbna rh,r he .,s gn rhe dbahr rd,ipk He .,s sr,drbna 

rg unmedsr,nm rhe mon,ybi ,r xt,ok The sbybt,dbrbes fer.een Mgn,s ,nm Em$
.,dm .ede ygde rh,n Gusr igbnibmenr,tzrheo .ede deJeirb?e gw sgyerhbna 
meexedc xedh,xs e?en ,fgur rhe .gy,n hedsetwk

H,dgtm pne. rh,r he .gutmnWr aer yuih wudrhed .brh rhe ign?eds,rbgn 
rgm,ok Hed ,rrenrbgn .,s mb?bmem fer.een hed sgn ,nm rhe mgac ,nm rhede 
.ede rgg y,no mbsrd,irbgnsk Lur he h,m seen enguahk He igutm see hg. 
hed bnred,irbgns .brh Mgn,s ,nm Em.,dm ybddgdem e,ih grhedk The t,ip gw 
fgunm,dbes .,s ,7eirbna fgrh gw rheyk

He meibmem rg rh,np hed wgd rgm,ok AI rhbnp IWtt ag hgye ,nm rhbnp ,fgur 
rhbs ygdec rhen .dbre ogu ,n ey,bt .brh yo rhguahrs ,nm suaaesrbgnsk…

She ngmmemc sgye.h,r mbsrd,irem ,s she ih,sem ,wred Em.,dmc rdobna rg 
aer hby rg igye f,ipk Ajp,oc… she s,bmk

AIw oguWde bnredesremc .e igutm yeer ,a,bnc y,ofe bn , Bubered serrbnak 
Sgye.hede .hede .e i,n wgius .brhgur bnredduxrbgnsc… H,dgtm suaaesremk 
AIr igutm fe , i,wM gd , x,dpk qh,re?ed .gdps wgd oguk…

She yuyftem , dextoc ygde gw , ngm rh,n ,norhbna etsec fewgde fbmmbna 
hby w,de.ettk H,dgtm tewrc png.bna he h,m , tgr rg s,o bn hbs ey,btk

H,dgtm meibmem rg he,m rg rhe g4ie rg .dbre hbs wgttg.$uxk He igutm ,tsg 
r,pe rhe gxxgdrunbro rg hbnr rg Sgxhbe rh,r he neemem ,n g4ib,t .gdpsx,ie 
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THE OET THERvOIST 

bw she e“xeirem hby rg ignrbnue .gdpbna ,nm ignmuirbna yeerbnask He 
xuttem ux rg rhe g4ie ,wred , rhbdro$ybnure mdb?ek vs he enredemc he wgunm 
Sgxhbe sbrrbna ,r hed mespc .e,dbna , dem rd,ipsubrc .brh , t,unmdo f,a gn 
rhe Jggd ,nm hed igyxured sideen gnk Ir sgunmem ,s rhguah she .,s Gusr 
sudlna rhe nerk

AHeoC… she i,ttem gurc tggpbna uxk A-guWde f,ip Bubipk…
H,dgtm .,tpem bn ,nm fea,n rettbna hed ,fgur rhe w,ybto he h,m ?bsbremk 

Then he s,bmc AI neem , xt,ie rg .dbre rhbs ey,btk…
Sgxhbe shduaaem ,xgtgaerbi,ttok Ajhc dbahrk qe neem rg ser ux , xdgxed 

.gdpsx,ie wgd oguk Lur wgd ng.c weet wdee rg use yo mespk I .,s Gusr ,fgur 
rg he,m rg rhe aoy ,no.,ok…

H,dgtm ngmmem ,nm xuttem g?ed , yer,t ih,bdk Ir .,snWr ,norhbna w,n$
iozGusr wunirbgn,tc tbpe hbyk

Ey,bt—

;e,d ’
Th,np ogu ,a,bn wgd yeerbna .brh yek Ir .,s bnsbahrwut ,nm bnwgdy,rb?e 
rg see oguc Em.,dmc ,nm rg he,d ,fgur Mgn,sc e?en rhguah I mbmnWr aer , 
ih,nie rg yeer hbyk -gu yenrbgnem mb,angses tbpe v;H; ,nm ,urbsyc 
,nm .hbte IWy ngr ,n e“xedr bn rhese ,de,sc I mbm gfsed?e sgye ,sxeirs gw 
ogud det,rbgnshbx .brh Em.,dm rh,r y,o fe .gdrh e“xtgdbna wudrhedk Thede 
,de se?ed,t ih,naes ogu igutm y,pe rh,r .gutm hetx y,n,ae Em.,dm ygde 
e7eirb?etoc ,nm I fetbe?e rheo igutm ,tsg fe fenelib,t wgd ogud nebahfgdsk

-gu yenrbgnem rh,r Mgn,s ,nm Em.,dm ,de Bubre sbybt,dc ,nm I rhbnp 
sgye gw rhe srd,reabes I suaaesr wgd Em.,dm igutm fe usewut wgd Mgn,s ,s 
.ettk Lgrh rhebd feh,?bgds igutm fe seen ,s , .,o wgd rhey rg unmedsr,nm 
,nm bnred,ir .brh rhe .gdtm ,dgunm rheyk

qhen ogu sxgpe ,fgur fgrh Mgn,s ,nm Em.,dmc ogu usem rhe .gdm 
Awdeemgy… yutrbxte rbyesk I ,adee .brh ogu rh,r rheo fgrh seey rg ?,tue 
rhebd bnmexenmeniek Ir y,me ye .gnmed bw xedh,xs ogud g.n e“xedbenies 
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HENRIK KRUSE

h,?e y,me wdeemgy x,drbiut,dto byxgdr,nr rg oguk Oedh,xs sgyerhbna bn 
ogud x,sr y,me ogu weet rh,r wdeemgy bs essenrb,t ngr Gusr wgd ogudsetw fur 
,tsg wgd ogud sgn ,nm ogud mgak

Hg.e?edc I .,nr rg eyxh,sbVe rh,r wdeemgyc .hbte byxgdr,nrc bsnWr 
,t.,os .h,r ,nby,ts Ngd xegxteO neem rg weet wutlttemk v mga tbpe Em.,dm 
neems dutes ,nm srduirudek qbrhgur ite,d fgunm,dbesc rhe .gdtm i,n feigye 
g?ed.hetybnak Tgg y,no ihgbies i,n ide,re ignwusbgnc y,pbna br h,dmed 
wgd hby rg fe i,ty ,nm gfembenrk

1o ,m?bie .gutm fe rg esr,ftbsh sgye fgunm,dbes wgd Em.,dmk Pgd bn$
sr,niec ogu igutm sr,dr fo r,pbna hby gn .,tps usbna , te,shk I png. br .btt 
fe ih,ttenabna ,r ldsr sbnie heWs ngr usem rg brc fur xdg?bmbna rh,r deau$
t,dbro .btt hetx hby weet i,tyed ,nm ygde seiudek -gu ybahr ,tsg ignsbmed 
endgttbna hby bn , rd,bnbna igudse sg rh,r oguWde ferred eBubxxem rg xdg?bme 
rhe srduirude he neemsk

vmmbrbgn,ttoc ogu y,o .,nr rg desrdbir .hbih ,de,s gw rhe hguse Em.,dm 
bs ,ttg.em bnk IrWs .gdrh meibmbna .herhed oguWde igywgdr,fte .brh hby 
steexbna bnsbme ,r nbahrc gd .herhed oguWm xdewed wgd hby rg h,?e , pennet gd 
, mesban,rem sx,ie gurmggdsk IrWs byxgdr,nr rh,r he png.s rhe enrbde hguse 
bsnWr hbs reddbrgdozhe h,s tbybrsk

vngrhed byxgdr,nr fgunm,do bs Guyxbna gn xegxtec ,s Em.,dm mbm .brh 
yek Lesbmes febna ,nngobna rg grhedsc br mgesnWr ,ttg. hby rg unmedsr,nm 
.hede he lrs .brhbn rhe w,ybto hbed,dihok jnie rhese fgunm,dbes ,de esr,f$
tbshemc heWtt h,?e , ite,ded sense gw hbs dgtec ,nm e?edogne Nesxeib,tto Em.,dmO 
.btt fe h,xxbedk Ir ybahr seey igunredbnrubrb?ec fur h,?bna srdbir dgtes ,nm 
fgunm,dbes ,iru,tto y,pes ,nby,ts weet s,wedc .hbih undesrdbirem wdeemgy 
i,nngrk

I fetbe?e rhese ih,naes igutm hetx Em.,dm te,m , ygde xe,iewut tbwek I ,tsg 
rhbnp sgye gw rhese srd,reabes igutm fe usewut wgd Mgn,s ,s .ettk Lgunmtess 
wdeemgy i,n sgyerbyes fe g?ed.hetybnazsrduirude ,nm fgunm,dbes i,n 
xdg?bme , pbnm gw wdeemgy rh,r bs ygde wutlttbna rh,n h,?bna ng tbybr,rbgns 
,r ,ttk
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THE OET THERvOIST 

Iw oguWm tbpec .e i,n yeer ,a,bn bn , neurd,t tgi,rbgn .hede .e i,n mbsiuss 
rhbnas .brhgur bnredduxrbgnsz, i,wM gd , x,dpc xedh,xsk IWy Je“bfte ,nm 
h,xxo rg yeer .hede?ed ,nm .hene?ed bs ign?enbenr wgd oguk

Ote,se weet wdee rg ey,bt ye bw ogu h,?e ,no Buesrbgns gd neem ygde 
bnwgdy,rbgnk

vtt rhe fesrc ,nm I hgxe rh,r tbwe i,n fdbna , sense gw xe,ie ,nm f,t,nie 
rg oguc Em.,dmc ,nm Mgn,sk

Sbniedetoc
H,dgtmc Oer Thed,xbsr

v we. m,os x,ssem fewgde , desxgnse ln,tto ,ddb?emk The x,oyenr .,s 
mexgsbrem bnrg rhe ,iigunrc ,iigyx,nbem fo , wdbenmto oer fdbew yess,ae— 
ATh,np ogu wgd ?bsbrbna ,nm wgd ogud rbyek I y,o r,pe ogu ux gn rhe g7ed 
wgd , ih,r t,redk Rbahr ng.c IWy rgg fuso .brh yo w,ybtok Kbnm dea,dmsk…

H,dgtm shggp hbs he,m stbahrto ,s Sgxhbe de,m rhe yess,ae ,tgumk ;eex 
mg.nc he wetr , sense gw detbewk He pne. rhede .,s srbtt , tgna dg,m ,he,mk 
The .gy,n .,s ngr gne rg e,sbto suddenmed hed lahr wgd rhe wdeemgy gw 
rhgse she i,dem wgdk
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Subconscious at 
Work

On Monday morning, as usual, Harold pulled into the oc-e in the indus.
trial distri-tx He efpe-ted to bnd the same old mess ow simple wurnishings, 
qut Ahat greeted him Aas kuite the oppositex 4 neA des6, a -omwortaqle 
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PHR IRP PHRS4IvjP 

oc-e -hair, and an iIad Aere set up Ahere his usual station had qeenx On 
top ow the iIad Aas a giwt en“elopex

Harold qlin6ed, standing aA6Aardly in the doorAayx He had truly not 
anti-ipated su-h a -hange on a Monday morningx

jophie then ?oined him at the door, and her wa-e qetrayed her ef-ite.
mentx 4 Aide grin spread a-ross her wa-e as she saA his astonishmentx

”jurprisedN 4re you -alling me predi-taqleN— she teasedx
”…ot surprising wor you,— Harold muttered, still ta6en aqa-6 qy the neA 

setupx
jophie Aal6ed o“er to the neA des6 arrangement and gestured at the 

taqlex ”v bgured you -ould use a qit more spa-e’and mayqe some tools 
to help Aith all that outdated te-hx v Aant you to weel Ael-ome herex— jhe 
pointed at the en“elope on the iIadx ”Ow -ourseU thereYs a letter as Aellx—

jloAly, Harold made his Aay to the des6 and pi-6ed up the giwt en“elopex 
jophie ga“e an en-ouraging nod, and he opened itx

Harold eased himselw into the neA oc-e -hair and qro6e open the 
en“elopex Po his surprise, he wound a giwt -ard inside’a “ou-her wor a hair 
salonx He loo6ed qa-6 at jophie, Aho Aas Aearing a huge grin, Aaiting wor 
his responsex

”!hU a hair salonN— Harold seemed a little sho-6ed and spo6e sloAlyx
jophieYs smile greA e“en Aiderx ”;eah, isnYt it greatN— she said ef-itedlyx 

”;ouY“e qeen doing Aell, and v bgured you deser“ed a reAardx— jhe per-hed 
on the edge ow the des6 and leaned toAard himx ”My wriend wrom training 
s-hool ?ust opened her salon, and v made a little deal Aith herx—

Harold raised an eyeqroAx ”4 dealN—
jophie elaqorated, ”jhe needs -lients, and v thought you -ould use a 

little wreshening upx v bgured it Aould qe ni-e wor qoth ow you7—
Harold loo6ed at the giwt -ard and pausedx On the one hand, it Aas a giwt, 

and Aho doesnYt li6e to qe spoiledN On the other hand, there Aas some.
thing aqout it that welt oKx vt AasnYt ?ust a hair-utW it Aas the impli-ation 
qehind itx jophie, noA his qoss, Aas indire-tly telling him hoA he should 
present himselwx
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vt Aas more than ?ust a hair-utW it Aas aqout -ontrol’something that 
had haunted Harold his Ahole liwex He had alAays struggled Aith authority 
bgures, espe-ially Ahen it -ame to people telling him Ahat to do or hoA to 
loo6x

He wor-ed a smile, though it hurt a little deep doAnx ”Phan6s, jophiex 
PhatYsU yeahU thatYs really thoughtwul ow youx—

”zell,— jophie -lapped her hands together as Harold hesitatedx ”‘reat7 
;ou -an s-hedule an appointment wor neft Aee6x vtYll qe good wor youx—

jophie dashed oK, eager to mo“e on to their neft assignment, Ahile 
Harold sat at his neA des6, staring at the salon giwt -ardx Phe gesture nagged 
at him’it AasnYt ?ust aqout the hair-utx

Harold welt himselw -hurning inside as they dro“e to their neft ?oqx vt 
welt li6e an old, kuiet reqellion he Aas wamiliar Aith’he had alAays had a 
proqlem Aith authority and people telling him Ahat to dox

Harold suddenly rememqered tal6ing aqout this in therapyx Phat Aas 
Ahere he had brst heard aqout BreudYs theories ow the un-ons-ious’the 
id, ego, and superegox He noA re-ogni8ed that his ego Aas lashing out at 
jophieYs attempts to impose her Aill, ?ust as a dewense me-hanismx vt Aas 
almost instin-ti“ex

DHeh,Y he -hu-6led to himselw at the oq“iousness ow his rea-tionx 4nd 
yet, he -ouldnYt help qut Aonder iw there Aas something more to itx zas he 
?ust repeating an old pattern ow deban-e, or Aas it something deeperN

9ut at the same time, he reali8ed he didnYt really -are all that mu-hx vt 
Aas a giwt, awter all, and mayqe he didnYt need to qe so dramati- aqout itx

jophie qro6e the silen-e Ahile -heAing on a pie-e ow li-ori-ex ”Phe neft 
one is a qit ow a Aeird -asex vtYs the wamily Aith the raqqits, isnYt itN Phe 
wather doesnYt really 6noA AhatYs going on, qut he thin6s they loo6 strangex 
He said he Aanted to tal6 to us qewore -alling a “etx—

Harold raised an eyeqroAx Saqqits Aith soresN Phat AasnYt something 
he dealt Aith routinelyx

!ndeterred, jophie -ontinued, ”v, ow -ourse, as6ed the -hatqot Ahat 
it -ould qe, and it listed diKerent parasites that -ould -ause sores li6e 
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thatx vt also mentioned some ointments, qut honestly, it all seemed a qit 
war.wet-hedx—

jhe glan-ed at Harold, Aho sighedx ”zell, v guess AeYll ha“e to rely on 
your gut this time and bgure out AhatYs really happeningx—

Harold shoo6 his head slightly, qut a small part ow him Aas -urious 
aqout hoA he Aould handle the tas6x ”Hmm, vYm not sure hoA mu-h my 
intuition Aill help in this -ase, qut letYs gi“e it a shotx—

joon, they Aere out in the wamilyYs shed, standing qy the raqqit hut-h 
Aith the wather, mother, and their son 5annyx jophie and Harold Aaited 
Ahile the wather gently -aught one ow the three raqqits, -radling it in his 
hands and pointing out the soresx

”jeeN— the wather said, indi-ating a small sore on the raqqitYs s6inx ”PhatYs 
pretty strange, isnYt itN—

Harold leaned in wor a -loser loo6x Phe sores Aere small, almost as iw the 
raqqits had qeen pri-6ed qy something’qut AhatN vt Aas “ery oddx

”Phey loo6 li6e pun-ture mar6s,— Harold muttered, inspe-ting the small 
Aoundsx

jophie wroAnedx ”zhat -ould -ause something li6e thatN— she as6edx 
”BleasN— jhe glan-ed at Harold, Aho snortedx

”vw it Aere 0eas, it AouldnYt loo6 li6e this,— Harold repliedx
Phe wather sighed ner“ouslyx ”Phis ?ust loo6s diKerent wrom anything 

vY“e e“er seen, and AeY“e had raqqits wor years7—
Harold didnYt spea6, qut he glan-ed doAn at the other raqqits in the 

hut-hx jomething Aas -learly Arong here, qut he -ouldnYt put his bnger 
on itx

juddenly, Harold had a thoughtx 4 memory ow his therapy sessions 
popped into his mind’Breud and the un-ons-iousx zas there something 
more going on here Aith 5annyN jomething -oming through suq-on.
s-iously in hoA the raqqits Aere treatedN Harold de-ided he needed to 
spea6 Aith the qoy alonex
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”jophie,— he said kuietly, tou-hing her armx ”Mayqe you -ould ta6e 
some pi-tures ow the raqqits and use the -hatqot to see iw it -omes up Aith 
anything usewulN—

”Ow -ourse,— jophie replied, alAays eager to in“ol“e te-hnologyx ”‘ood 
idea7 1etYs see iw the qot -an help usx—

”4lright,— Harold said, a slight smile worming on his wa-ex ”MeanAhile, 
vYm going to ha“e a little tal6 Aith 5annyx—

Harold approa-hed 5anny, Aho had qeen standing oK to the side, 
Aat-hing the raqqitsx ”Hey, 5anny, Aant to go inside wor a qitN vYd lo“e to 
hear more aqout your thoughts on the raqqitsx—

4 weA minutes later, Harold and 5anny Aere sitting in the qoyYs roomx 
Harold turned to him, spea6ing sowtlyx ”5anny, hoA did you get into 
raising raqqitsN zas it something you alAays Aanted to doN—

5anny shrugged and loo6ed aAayx Harold -ould tell the qoy AasnYt “ery 
interested in the raqqitsx

4wter a moment, 5anny murmured, ”vt Aas ?ust something my parents 
Aantedx …ot mex—

Harold nodded sloAlyx ”jo, it AasnYt your ideaN—
5anny shoo6 his headx ”…ox v Aanted a dogx—
Harold wroAnedx ”;ou Aanted a puppy, qut you got raqqits insteadN—
5anny sighedx ”;eahx My dad said ta6ing -are ow a dog Aas too mu-h 

responsiqilityx He said v had to pro“e v -ould handle raqqits brst, and 
mayqe then v -ould get a dogx—

Harold nodded as he listenedx ”5id your dad say that iw you too6 -are ow 
the raqqits, youYd get a dog laterN—

”;eah,— 5anny repliedx ”9ut that ne“er happenedx—
Harold -ould weel the qoyYs wrustrationx He -ould sense there Aas more 

going on’something aqout hoA the raqqits represented something else 
Aithin the wamily dynami-x

”4lright, 5annyx 1etYs go tal6 to your parents,— Harold said gentlyx
9a-6 in the 6it-hen, Harold and 5anny re?oined jophie and his parentsx 

Harold set his -up doAn and addressed the groupx
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”5anny and v had a good tal6,— Harold qeganx ”4nd v thin6 thereYs more 
to this than ?ust the raqqitsx— He paused, loo6ing at the parentsx ”jome.
times, the things Ae bght against the most’the things that get wor-ed on 
us’end up getting quried deep doAnx Breud -alled it the suq-ons-ious, 
and sometimes it -omes out in strange Aays that Ae -an not -ontrolx—

He loo6ed dire-tly at the wather Aith an appro“ing loo6x vt Aas impor.
tant that he Aas understanding  Ahat he Aas indire-tly efplainingx 3Phere 
has qeen a lot ow pressure on 5anny to pro“e that he -ould handle the ?oq ow 
loo6ing awter animalsx Mayqe the pressure has qeen too intenseUN Mayqe 
there hasnYt qeen room wor tal6ing aqout itN—

Harold and the wather had eye -onta-t and Harold welt, that he -ould 
-ontinue the deli-ate themex ”Our suq-ons-ious tries to qalan-e the things 
Ae are aAare ow and the things Ae donYt 6noA aqout oursel“esx 4nd the 
rea-tions -an qe “ery strange and unefpe-tedx— 

4gain Harold made a short pause to qe sure his message Aas understoodx 
”vtYs “ery important to 6noA hoA to handle animals in the qest Aay, and 
v thin6 5anny has the s6ills wor thatx v Aould suggest that you try another 
strategy wrom noA on, iw you donYt Aant more animals or qoys to qe hurtx 
;ou -ould se hoA trust Aould Aor6, v am sure it Aill Aor6 out mu-h 
qetterx—

Phe parents ef-hanged glan-es, “isiqly aKe-ted qy HaroldYs Aordsx Phe 
wather loo6ed at 5anny, Aho Aas Aat-hing him Aith a mif ow hope and 
disqeliewx

”Mayqe Ae should gi“e it a shot,— the wather said sowtlyx ”ze -an bnd a 
good home wor the raqqitsx—

5annyYs eyes lit up, a mif ow hope and disqeliew in his efpressionx vt Aas 
as though, bnally, things Aere shiwtingx Phe wather nodded at him, a slight 
smile wormingx ”4nd mayqeU mayqe Ae -an thin6 aqout getting a dogx—

5annyYs wa-e qro6e into a Aide grin, and he threA his arms around 
his watherx vt Aas the qeginning ow something neA’a step toAard trust, 
toAard a qond that hadnYt wully qeen there qeworex
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Harold smiled at the wamily, weeling a Aarmth in his -hestx He then 
loo6ed o“er at jophie, Aho ga“e him an appro“ing nodx Phe wamily seemed 
ready to ta6e a step worAard, to ma6e -hanges that might alloA 5anny to 
weel more trusted and seenx

9a-6 at the -ar, jophie qeamed at Haroldx ”Harold, you Aere ?ust spe-.
ta-ular in there,— she assured him, her tone wull ow admirationx ”;our tal6 
Aith them really hit home, and v -ould see the parents Aere genuinely 
mo“edx v mean, Aho 6neA that Ae might a-tually see them quying a dog 
tomorroA morningN—

jhe nudged him playwullyx ”;ou really nailed itx 5id you plan this all 
alongN—

Harold -hu-6led lightly, sha6ing his headx ”Honestly, it ?ust 6ind ow 
-ame to mex v ?ust listened to Ahat 5anny Aas sayingx—

jophie loo6ed at him, still impressedx ”zell, youY“e got a real 6na-6 wor 
thisx vtYs wunny’you alAays a-t li6e youYre s6epti-al aqout pet psy-hology, 
qut you alAays seem to bnd efa-tly AhatYs going on qeneath the surwa-ex—

Harold smir6edx ”v guess v ?ust go Aith my gutx jometimes thatYs all you 
needx—

jophie settled qa-6 into her seat, her ga8e still on Haroldx ”;ou 6noA, 
mayqe v Aas Arong aqout that giwt -ardx vt AasnYt ?ust aqout getting a 
hair-ut’it Aas aqout shoAing that v trust you to qe the wa-e ow Ahat AeYre 
doing herex ;ouYre good at this, Harold, and v Aant people to see thatx—

Harold Aas silent wor a moment, letting her Aords sin6 inx Mayqe it 
hadnYt ?ust qeen aqout -ontrol awter allx Mayqe there Aas more to it, some.
thing that -ame wrom a pla-e ow trust and re-ognitionx He nodded, a smile 
bnally spreading a-ross his wa-ex

”Phan6s, jophiex v appre-iate thatx—
jhe nodded qa-6, her eyes tAin6ling Aith ef-itementx ”zeYre going to 

qe great partners, Haroldx v -an weel itx ze ?ust need to 6eep trusting ea-h 
other and ma6ing sure Ae listen to AhatYs really going on’Aith the pets 
and Aith the peoplex—
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Harold grinned, weeling a sense ow -amaraderie that hadnYt qeen there 
qeworex ”4greedx 1etYs ma6e this Aor6x—

zith that, Harold started the -ar, and the old Jol“o rumqled to liwex 
4s they dro“e aAay, the road ahead welt a little qrighter, and Harold welt 
a reneAed sense ow purposex Phey might qe an odd pair, qut mayqe, ?ust 
mayqe, they Aere on to somethingx

Phe rest ow the day Aent qy une“entwully, qut Harold -ouldnYt sha6e a 
weeling ow satiswa-tion wrom their morningYs su--essx 4s he settled into his 
neA oc-e -hair, he wound himselw glan-ing at the giwt -ard on his des6x

Mayqe heYd gi“e it a tryx Mayqe a neA loo6 AouldnYt qe so qad awter 
all’espe-ially iw it meant emqra-ing this neA -hapter, Aith jophie qy his 
side and their little pet therapy qusiness qeginning to bnd its stridex

He pi-6ed up the giwt -ard, turning it o“er in his handsx He smiled, 
pla-ing it in his po-6et, then turned to his iIad, ready to ta-6le the neft 
item on his listx
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THE PET THERAPIST 

The Brotherhood of 
the Serpent

“Wait, did we hire a new guy at work?” Sophie smirked as Harold opened 
the door. She was clearly teasing. He had taken her up on her over to fisit 
the hairdresser, and the trans-ormation was striking. His shoulderblength 
hair was neatly styled, his Oeard -reshly trimmed, and the oferall evect was 
that he looked much sharper than Oe-ore.

As Harold reached his desk, Sophie approached him. “jfer the weekb
end, we picked up two BoOs,” she said, tapping her taOlet. “qoth o- those 
clients hafe reYuested a fisit today.”

She looked up at Harold, her eyes scanning his -reshly groomed look. 
“’ou can pick which one you want to take. We can handle the other one 
together this a-ternoon.”

She gestured to her screen, tapping it Yuickly. “The —rst one is aOout 
some kind o- snake situation. I hate snakes, so I…m hoping you…ll take that 
one this morning. We…ll work on the other case this a-ternoonNsomeone 
who…s sitting on the -ence aOout whether or not they should adopt an 
animal -rom a shelter.”

“I thought you said I could choose,” Harold Yuipped, raising an eyeb
Orow.

Sophie swung her Oag o- licorice at him, Out Harold merely chuckled 
and accepted the slightly opened Oag. The two o- them wereK less tense 
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HEURIC CRJSE

with each other now. Gompleting a -ew assignments together had -orged 
an understanding and mutual respect.

“Alright, cool,” Harold said cheer-ully, stuDng a piece o- licorice into 
his mouth. “The snake thing sounds interesting. xust get me the address, 
and I…ll take care o- it.”

Sophie nodded and handed him a piece o- paper with the address on it, 
still wearing that mischiefous smile. “Mood, I knew you…d take it. Mood 
luck out there. And i- you stumOle into somethingK unpleasant, gife me 
a call.”

qe-ore Harold could leafe, Sophie stopped him. “jh, Oy the way, there…s 
something else we should discuss.”

Harold turned Oack, sitting down with a Yuestion -resh on his lips. 
Sophie looked serious, as though she was gearing up to address something 
important.

“AOout your daughter,” Sophie Oegan, her foice taking on a more 
pro-essional tone. “’ou mentioned the old lady with the dog. 6id your 
daughter end up taking that BoO, looking a-ter her dog?”

Harold nodded. “’eah, it went —ne. I hafen…t heard anything -or a -ew 
days, Out I assume eferything is going smoothly.”

Sophie leaned in, her foice dropping a little. “Harold, since we…re Ouildb
ing a Ousiness here, I think we should keep things clean and clear. It…s 
Oest to draw lines early on. I- your daughter is going to work -or us, efen 
in-ormally, she should Oe oDcially hired. I…fe Oeen considering this. I- we…re 
growing, we could place ourselfes in a stronger position in the market.”

She smiled, adding, “I was wondering i- we should Oring her in to help 
out around the oDce one dayNmayOe see i- there are other things she can 
do too. What…s her name, Oy the way?”

“Susan,” Harold said, a little surprised Oy Sophie…s sudden eLcitement.
“Uice name,” Sophie said, her smile widening. “6o you mind sharing 

her numOer with me? FayOe I could call her while you…re out, see i- she 
can come ofer.”

Harold hesitated, mulling it ofer -or a moment Oe-ore nodding. “jkay.”
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THE PET THERAPIST 

“I…m Fary, and this is my husOand, xohn, along with our two kids, Mlenn 
and Gindy. We…re here to help you.” She gestured to her children and 
husOand Oe-ore turning Oack to Harold. “I had the kids stay home -rom 
school today, and I confinced my husOand to take the day ov work Oecause 
I think this is something we all need to hear togetherNso we can —L this.”

‘ooking directly at Harold, she smiled. “Thank the good ‘ord you got 
here so Yuickly, Harold. I contacted you ofer the weekend, and Ooom, —rst 
thing Fonday morning, you…re here.”

!rom the outset, Harold had a sense that this was an eLtremely organi7ed 
-amily. It was clear who ran this household, and it seemed like xohn, the 
husOand, was accustomed to this dynamic. The children sat Yuietly at the 
taOle, their eyes cast down.

“And it…s aOout a snake,” Fary added Oe-ore anyone else could speak. 
She OrieQy looked at her -amily Oe-ore putting down the gardening shears 
she had Oeen holding. “I need to know what these sneaky kids and that 
husOand o- mine hafe Oeen doing down in the Oasement. It…s almost a 
routine -or them to go down there -or hal- an hour to an hour a-ter dinner 
or a-ter school. And then, they hafe these secret confersations.”

Fary sighed, shaking her head. “At —rst, I thought it might Oe aOout 
Ghristmas gi-ts, Out thenK oh Mod, a terriOle -eeling hit me. Apparently, 
there…s some kind o- terrarium down thereNright under my nose while I 
sleepN—lled with snakes. ’es, you heard that right, snakes.”

The children eLchanged mischiefous smiles, while xohn sat completely 
still, staring straight ahead. Fary scrutini7ed them all care-ully. “’es, you 
were caught. And here…s how.”

She turned her ga7e to Harold. “‘ook what I -ound in the -ree7er. ’ou 
proOaOly won…t Oeliefe it, Out I discofered a package —lled with some o- 
the grossest things eferN-ro7en OaOy mice.”

Fary shook her head in disgust. “I pulled them out right away and 
showed them to my husOandN8What are these?9… And that…s when he had 
to come cleanNthey were OaOy mice -or the snakes. A-ter that, he led 
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HEURIC CRJSE

me up to the workshop, and there it was, tucked away in the corner. A 
terrarium with two snakes in it.”

Fary looked at her -amily as though daring them to de-end themselfes, 
Out they all remained silent. The room -ell YuietNno one spoke.

Sensing the tension, Harold so-tened his tone and cracked a smile. “I…m 
no Indiana xones, Out that does sound kind o- creepy.”

The children giggled,  and efen Fary…s  stern  demeanor  so-tened. 
Though the situation was still serious, Harold…s attempt at humor helped 
lighten the mood.

Hafing had children himsel-, Harold knew that kids o-ten lofed to keep 
secretsNespecially i- it was something thrilling. He knew he…d need all his 
skills to get them to open up aOout their “snake cluO.” He sYuatted down 
to their lefel, smiling.

“Wow, you seem like someone who knows a lot aOout snakes,” he said, 
his foice gentle. “It looks like you hafe something special going on here. A 
secret, mayOe?”

He could tell the children were hesitating, unsure o- how much to refeal. 
%uickly, he added, “I…fe always thought secret cluOs were really cool. 6o 
you hafe some kind o- cluO or order?”

The little girl lit up. “’up9 We hafe 8The qrotherhood o- the Serpent… 
with 6ad9” she said eLcitedly.

Harold nodded, his curiosity piYued. “That sounds eLciting. What…s it 
all aOout?”

“The —rst thing you hafe to do is read a snake Oook,” the girl eLplained. 
“jr at least look at the pictures. Then you hafe to learn all aOout diverent 
snakesNlike coOras, pythons, and regular snakes.”

The Ooy, who had Oeen silent until now, spoke up. “A-ter you pass that 
test, you hafe to Oe Orafe enough to hold the snake in your hands.”

Fary sat sti1y, her Baw clenched, her eyes —Led on Harold. He knew that 
whatefer he said neLt was going to Oe diDcult -or her to hear, so he let the 
kids continue.
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THE PET THERAPIST 

“And thenK” the girl added, her eyes wide with eLcitement, “you hafe 
to kiss the snake9” She looked at her mother, who seemed efen more 
uncom-ortaOle.

“Ciss the snake?” Harold asked, Ooth amused and pu77led.
“’eah9” the girl eLclaimed. “I- you kiss the snake, you Oecome the king 

o- The qrotherhood9”
Fary…s -ace tightened at the concept, and Harold could tell she wasn…t 

amused.
Fary…s foice Yuifered as she turned to Harold. “Uow you understand 

why I was so surprisedNand still am. They…fe Oeen sneaking around in the 
Oasement all this time. And I know my husOand is Oehind it. I Bust know.”

She shook her head. “!or starters, I don…t want snakes in my house. 
qut most importantly, they kept this a secret -rom me. We…re not a -amily 
like that. We don…t lie to each other. I…fe always taught my childrenNno 
secrets.”

Harold looked at Fary, -eeling a pang o- sympathy -or the kidsNand 
-or xohn. He rememOered his own childhood. He had nefer kept snakes, 
Out he did hafe his share o- secret cluOs and adfenturous societies with his 
-riends. There was something thrilling aOout a world without adultsNa 
world -ull o- secrets. He understood the kids, and efen xohn, Oetter than 
Fary reali7ed.

Harold decided to try a new approach. He smiled at Fary, then looked 
at xohn. “Hafe you efer had a secret when you were a kid?”

“Uefer,” Fary replied instantly, her tone de-ensife. “I…fe nefer lied or 
hidden anything.” She turned to xohn, who looked a little sheepish, Out 
Oe-ore Fary could say anything more, the kids Bumped in.

“qut Fom, rememOer the cake?” the girl said, giggling.
“And when you hid -rom Mrandpa Oecause you didn…t want to go to 

school?” added the Ooy.
Fary looked genuinely surprised as i- she had -orgotten these little 

stories -rom her own childhood. Harold smiled.
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HEURIC CRJSE

“Sometimes we all need secrets,” he said, his foice so-tening. “Efen the 
oldest and most innocent o- secrets.” He turned Oack to Fary, meeting her 
ga7e. “I think you…re the kind o- person that it…s hard to keep secrets -rom, 
especially since you…re always so closely connected to your -amily. ’ou see 
eferything.”

The children nodded eagerly, chiming in almost in unison, “’eah, it…s 
true9 She…s always in our Ousiness, and i- we do anything she doesn…t know 
aOout, she gets really mad9”

Fary…s lips twitched into a reluctant smile, and the tension seemed to 
ease slightly. Harold took the opportunity to continue.

“Secrets o-ten come -rom a place o- wanting a little space, a Oit o- 
Oreathing room. It…s natural -or kidsNand adultsNto sometimes want to 
step out o- the spotlight -or a Oit, away -rom the scrutiny. And I think, in 
a way, that…s what this secret cluO is all aOout.”

He glanced at xohn, who seemed to relaL at Harold…s words. “I think 
mayOe the kids wanted to do something special with their dad, and xohn 
wanted to share something uniYue with them. !athers and children someb
times need that. It helps them Oond ofer something diverent, something 
outside o- the regular -amily routines.”

Fary sat Yuietly -or a moment, taking it all in. Her stern demeanor 
so-tened as she looked at her -amily. A small smile tugged at her lips, and 
she sighed.

“I see,” she said at last. “I understand nowK what you were all trying to 
do.”

She turned to her children, her eLpression warming. “Alright then, you 
can keep your 8qrotherhood o- the Serpent,…” she said, li-ting an eyeOrow 
play-ully. “qut you hafe to promise me one thingNno more snake -ood in 
my -ree7er. 6eal?”

xohn and the kids all nodded eagerly, their relie- palpaOle. They efen 
shared a smile.
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THE PET THERAPIST 

As Harold drofe home, he -ound his thoughts dri-ting Oack to what 
Sophie had said earlier aOout his daughter. It Oothered him in a way 
he couldn…t Yuite articulate. His time with Fary and her -amily had 
sharpened his awareness o- his own situation. And -ar -rom a com-orting 
thought, Harold reluctantly -aced the idea that he wasn…t entirely sure i- 
he wanted Susan working with him.

The truth was, his new BoO had Oecome a kind o- re-ugeNsomewhere 
apart -rom his -amily, where he could Oe himsel- without the complications 
o- his relationship with his eLbwi-e and daughter. He and Susan hadn…t 
always gotten along, mostly due to his eLbwi-e…s inQuence. The thought o- 
his daughter stepping into this spaceNa space he wasn…t sure he was ready 
to shareN—lled him with unease.

Sophie was in high spirits when Harold returned to the oDce. She had 
arranged an assortment o- pastries on the taOle.

“How did it go with the -amily?” she asked, a Oright smile on her -ace. 
“6id you really get them to agree?”

Harold smiled, nodding. “’eah, it went well. They…fe efen agreed to 
pay.”

“Mreat9” Sophie said, her enthusiasm in-ectious. “Well, we hafe another 
appointment at two in the a-ternoon. qut Oe-ore that, I think we should 
get in touch with SusanNshe…s coming Oy at one. I thought she was ready, 
Out mayOe we should come up with a more concrete plan -or her.”

“Sophie, can we discuss this at our !riday refiew meeting?” Harold 
asked, a sheepish yet earnest smile tugging at his lips. “I…d like us to hafe 
regular checkbins, mayOe weekly or something. I think it would help.”

Sophie raised her eyeOrows, slightly surprised, Out nodded.
“’es,” Harold continued. “I…m not saying we need to rush into hiring 

Susan right now, Out i- we…re planning to grow the team Oy 5IJ or more, 
I think it…s worth hafing an oDcial confersation aOout it. qringing in new 
people will change the dynamic here.”
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HEURIC CRJSE

Sophie smiled knowingly. “Uot i- you see it that way,” she said. “‘et me 
gife her a call and let her know we…re putting things on hold -or now. We 
can always refisit the idea later.”

Harold nodded, a grate-ul smile on his -ace.
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Raised by Dogs

Sophie rushed into the oc,ef her al,e wit gith dewi.htH mlrowd .wln,ed up 
aroy his ,oyputer lnd instlntwk bneg soyethin. gls upH me ,hu,bwed 
lnd rlised ln eke“rogH

W’hlt?s .oin. onY ”ou?re usulwwk the -rst one to support the gheewfj he 
slidf hlwa63obin.H
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mRIKUv vK!SR

WUt?s exen “etter thln thltOj Sophie eA,wliyedf prl,ti,lwwk sbippin. oxer 
to her desbH WU 3ust weat l yeetin. gith yk aoryer ,wlssyltes aroy the 
gorbshop s,hoowH ’e gere studkin. hog to run our ogn “usinessesHj

mlrowd ,hu,bwedH Wzhf so thlt?s ghere lww this ener.k is ,oyin. aroyf 
huhYj

W”esO —nd it gls lylPin.H ’e hld l .relt tiyef lnd one oa yk ,wlssyltes 
ylde l .lye thlt ge pwlkedHj Sophie gls arlnti, gith eA,iteyent lnd 
,ouwd not ylnl.e to sit stiwwH

W— .lyeYj mlrowd lsbedf intri.uedH W’hlt bind oa .lyeYj
WUt?s ,lwwed ”our zther —niylwDU bnogf terri“we titwef “ut it?s “riwwilntOj 

Sophie slidf di..in. lround in her “l. aor soyethin.H WUt?s l“out dis,ox6
erin. ghi,h lniylw kou lre lnd ghlt thlt yelnsH —re kou l do.f l ,ltf or 
ylk“e exen l turtweY Ut?s so yu,h aunOj

mlrowd ,hu,bwedH Wzblkf so ghlt lre kouYj
Sophie slt upf her al,e auww oa prideH WU?y ln el.weO Broudf dedi,ltedf lnd 

resuwts6orientedH U ogn it lnd pwlk the won. .lyeHj
mlrowd wlu.hed out woudH W—n el.wef huhY ”ou bnogf thlt bindl -ts kouH 

’hlt l“out the othersY qid thek -.ure out their lniylws tooYj
W”elhf lnd ge hld l “wlst gith itO $ut the “est plrt is thlt U hlxe l pwlnH 

’e?re entrepreneursf ri.htY So U gls thinbin.f ghk not use this .lye in 
our “usinessYj

mlrowd .lxe her l 5uestionin. woobH W— .lye in our “usinessY mogYj
W’e ,ouwd tlbe the .lye gith us ghen ge xisit alyiwiesfj Sophie eA6

pwlinedH W—ater hewpin. they gith their petsf ge ,ouwd o0er the .lye ls l 
alyiwk l,tixitkH Ut?s l aun “ondin. eAperien,eDlnd ge ,ouwd ,hlr.e …4T 
per .lyeOj

mlrowd “winbed in surprisef his al,e l yiAture oa in,reduwitk lnd lyuse6
yentH W”ou glnt peopwe to plk -atk “u,bs 3ust to -nd out ia thek?re l wionf 
l yonbekf orM l -shYj

WRAl,twkO Beopwe woxe thlt stu0Oj Sophie “e,lye exen yore lniyltedH WUt 
ylbes our ,onsuwtltions yore interestin.f lnd it gouwd “e l .relt sour,e 
oa eAtrl in,oyeOj
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LmR BRL LmRK—BUSL 

mlrowd wlu.hed so hlrd he lwyost ,hobedH WSo kou thinb peopwe giww plk 
-atk “u,bs to -nd out thek?re l .owd-shYj

W”esO Lhlt?s the aun oa itOj Sophie slidf her enthusilsy un“robenH WUt 
giww .et they yore inxested in our sessions lnd lwso hewp they reyey“er 
usH Ut ,ouwd “e l hu.e hitHj

mlrowd .rinned lnd shoob his heldH W2lk“e ge shouwd run soye ,on6
suwtltions -rst lnd see ia lnkone gouwd l,tulwwk plk aor ”our zther —niylw 
laterglrdHj

Sophie wlu.hed lnd shru..edH W”elhf kou?re pro“l“wk ri.htH $ut U stiww 
thinb ge shouwd .ixe it l shotH ’ho bnogsY Ut ,ouwd “e l trendOj

mlrowd shoob his held l.linf “ut he ,ouwdn?t hewp syiwin.H W”ou?re 
lwglks auww oa idelsf SophieH ”ou?re so unpredi,tl“weH Lhe thin.s kou ,oye 
up githM U nexer bnog ghlt to eApe,tHj

Sophie ginbed lt hiyH W:ust glitf mlrowdH Lhis ,ouwd “e hu.eH —nd gho 
bnogsY ”ou yi.ht “eM l “elrHj

mlrowd syiwedf de,idin. it glsn?t ln unalir ,oyplrisonH
Sophie wlu.hedH W”elhf kou?d “e $lwoo aroy Lhe :un.we $oobH Clid 

“l,bf 1oltin. dogn the rixerf tlbin. nlpsf pwlkin. the 1uteH ”ou?re de-6
nitewk l ,hiww “elrHj

mlrowd shoob his held gith l ,hu,bweH Wqon?t slk thltH Lhou.hM it?s 
not the gorst thin. U?xe helrdHj

Sophie ginbed l.linf telsin.f W:ust .ixe ye l helds6up ia kou stlrt 
sin.in. l“out the “lre ne,essitiesOj

mlrowd wlu.hedH WSophief this gls aunf “ut ia kou beep .oin. gith the 
$lwoo thin.f U yi.ht 3ust tlbe thlt nlpHj

Sophie wlu.hed lnd “rushed her hlir lglk aroy her al,eH WKi.htf ge?xe 
.ot gorb to doHj

She arognedf ls ia trkin. to reyey“er soyethin.H Wzhf thlt?s ri.htO ’e 
hlxe l ,onsuwtltion todlk gith l alyiwk gith three wlr.e do.sHj

She .wln,ed lt the ,wo,bH WU s,heduwed us to “e there lt F pyH —re kou up 
aor itYj
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mRIKUv vK!SR

—s thek lpprol,hed the housef thek ,ouwd lwreldk helr it7 do.s “lrbin.f 
their deep xoi,es e,hoin. “ehind ,wosed doorsH Lhe shldogs oa the “i. do.s 
,ouwd “e seen throu.h l arosted .wlss gindogf pl,in. “l,b lnd aorth ls ia 
el.er to see gho gls lt the doorH

Lhe door sgun. openf lnd the yln oa the house .lxe they l terse nodf 
steppin. “l,b to wet they plssH W;oye on infj he slidf ls ia this ,hlos gere 
l dliwk o,,urren,eH

zn,e thek glwbed inf three hu.e do.s rln lround the wixin. rooyf 
unl“we to settwe dognH Lhek gere 3uypin. lnd “lrbin.f their lypwe “odies 
dlrtin. lww oxer the rooyH Sophie puwwed “l,b l “itf ghiwe mlrowd tried to 
reylin ,oyposedH

’hlt .ripped their helrts gls the iyl.e oa l tink koun. ,hiwdf not owder 
thln 8F yonthsf sittin. siwentwk on the 1oor lyon.st the rlypl.in. pl,bH 
Ut gls ls ia she gere lt pel,e lyid the ,hlosf ls ia this gls norylw aor 
herH Lhe do.s ,ir,wed herf stoppin. to sni0 lt her exerk so oatenf “ut she 
reylined stiww lnd ,lwyH

Sophie lnd mlrowd eA,hln.ed l 5ui,b .wln,e “eaore ao,usin. on the 
goyln sittin. in the ,orner oa the bit,henH She gls wkin. on the ,ou,hf 
,urwed into one oa its ,ornersf her hlnds ,wlsped ti.htwk in her wlpf her ekes 
nerxouswk aowwogin. the do.s? exerk yoxeH

W:esus ;hristM those lre soye “i. do.s kou?xe .otfj mlrowd slidf ,lre6
auwwk trkin. to beep his xoi,e ,lwy despite aeewin. lnAiousH

Lhe yln nodded lnd shru..ed ls ia the ,hlos gls ln exerkdlk plrt oa 
their wixesH W”elhf thek .et l wittwe eA,ited gith neg peopweHj

Sophie toob l deep “relth lnd welned toglrd the goylnH W2lk“e ge 
shouwd ,lwy the do.s dogn l “it so ge ,ln tlwbYj she su..ested soatwkf her 
ekes shiatin. “etgeen the do.s lnd the wittwe .irw sittin. in their yidstH

mlrowd lnd Sophie woobed lt el,h otherf puPPwed lnd gorriedH Lhek 
,ouwdn?t deteryine ghi,h gls yore lwlryin.7 the eA,ited do.sf the ,hiwd 
,lwywk sittin. lyon. theyf or the yother gho seeyed to “e shrinbin. into 
the ,ou,hH

Soyethin. gls terri“wk gron. hereH
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LmR BRL LmRK—BUSL 

Lhe yln o0ered they l selt gith l strln.ewk ,lsulw lirH mlrowd lnd 
Sophie slt dognf aowwogin. his .lPe to the nog65uieter do.sH Lhe “lrbin. 
hld stoppedf lnd the three “i. do.s wlk dogn lround the wittwe .irwf ls ia 
.ulrdin. herH Lhe wittwe .irw slt in the yiddwe oa the rooyf syiwin. gidewk 
lnd ,wlppin. her hlnds ls ia pwlkin. soye .lye onwk she understoodH

Sophie -d.eted in her seltf .ixin. mlrowd l woob thlt s,relyed dis,oy6
aortH Lhe lir in the rooy gls thi,b gith tensionf grlppin. lround el,h oa 
theyH

Lhe alther hesitltedf then woobed lt mlrowd lnd Sophie pweldin.wkH WU?y 
the one gho ,ontl,ted koufj he “e.lnf his xoi,e tenseH WU?y hopin. kou 
,ln hewp usH ’e lre ,oypwetewk out oa our depth heref ls U?y sure kou ,ln 
seeHj

mlrowd lnd Sophie nodded ls the yln spobeH WRxerkthin. stlrted out 
-neH ’e gere so hlppk to gew,oye our dlu.hterH zur do.s hlxe “een l 
hu.e plrt oa our wixes aor kelrsH $ut exerkthin. ,hln.ed later she gls “ornHj

me toob l deep “relthf woobin. dogn lt the 1oorH WLhe “irth gls hlrdM 
relwwk hlrdH 2k giae su0ered aroy postplrtuy depression lnd hld to stlk 
in the hospitlw aor l won. tiyeH Un the yelntiyef it gls 3ust yef the “l“kf 
lnd the do.sHj

Sophie woobed lt the tense goyln on the ,ou,hf then “l,b lt the ylnH 
mer helrt “robe aor theyH

Lhe yln plused “eaore ,ontinuin.H WU thinb thlt?s ghen this strln.e 
dknlyi, “etgeen they “e.lnH 2k giae gls .onef so U hld to do exerkthin.H 
zur dlu.hter hls bnogn the do.s aroy the xerk “e.innin.f lnd nog ge 
,ln?t seey to ylbe thin.s gorbH 2k giae is stiww stru..win.f ls kou ,ln seef 
lnd it aeews wibe exerkthin. hls “e,oye yore dic,uwt thln U exer iyl.inedHj

me hesitlted l.linf .wln,in. lt his dlu.hterf surrounded “k the “i. do.s 
ls ia thek gere her prote,torsH Lhen he woobed “l,b lt mlrowd lnd SophieH 
WUt sounds strln.ef “ut ge hlxe no idel hog to -A itHj

Sophie lnd mlrowd eA,hln.ed l .wln,ef l siwen,e hln.in. “etgeen theyH
9roy the ,orner oa the rooyf the yother suddenwk spobef her xoi,e wog 

lnd trey“win.H WShe hltes yefj she ghisperedf her ekes stlrin. “wlnbwk 
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lt soye distlnt pointf lglk aroy “oth her ,hiwd lnd her hus“lndH WShe 
doesn?t wibe yeH She nexer hlsHj

mlrowd lnd Sophie gere stunned “k her gordsf “ut she ,ontinuedf 
lxoidin. eke ,ontl,tH WU don?t bnog hog to “e her yotherH She doesn?t 
glnt yeHj

Lhe yother per,hed on the ed.e oa the ,ou,hf her bnu,bwes ghite ls 
she ,wlsped her hlnds ti.htwk to.etherf her tone gei.hted gith .riea lnd 
l,,eptln,eH WU don?t bnog hog to “e her yotherHj

mlrowd woobed lt Sophief unsure ghlt to slkH Ut gls ,welr she didn?t 
bnog ghlt to do eitherH $ut mlrowd hld one oa his yoyents oa ,wlri6
tkDthe bind thlt hld hewped they in sti,bk situltions “eaoreH me slt upf 
woobed lround the rooyf lnd siypwk slidf W”ou bnogf this alyiwk reyinds 
ye oa soyethin.H Ut yi.ht sound strln.ef “ut it reyinds ye oa Lhe :un.we 
$oobHj

Lhere gls siwen,e in the rooy ls exerkone aroPef stlrin. lt mlrowdH me 
,lsulwwk ,ontinuedf pointin. lt the wittwe .irw sittin. lyid the ylssixe do.s 
on the 1oorH WLhis wittwe .irw heref she?s wibe 2og.wifj mlrowd slidf l syiwe 
pwlkin. on his wipsH WUn Lhe :un.we $oobf 2og.wi .rogs up lyon. lniylws 
in the 3un.weH —nd koufj he turned to the altherf Wkou?re wibe $lwoo or 
$l.heerlDthe prote,torf the ,onstlnt presen,eHj

—t -rstf the alther woobed puPPwedf “ut swogwk his al,e wit up gith l hint 
oa understlndin.H W—nd the glk the do.s lre gith herfj mlrowd ,ontinuedf 
Wit reyinds ye oa hog the gowxes gere gith 2og.wiH Lhe do.s lre woklw 
lnd stron.f lnd thek prote,t herf “ut it lwso yelns she isn?t “ein. rlised 
in the glk kou?d eApe,t aor l ,hiwdH She?s not welrnin. aroy peopweG she?s 
welrnin. aroy the do.sHj

mlrowd woobed dogn lt the ,hiwdf gho gls stiww syiwin. lnd pwlkin.H WShe 
doesn?t woob wibe she?s “een hurt in lnk glkH Un al,tf it seeys wibe there?s l 
relw “ond “etgeen her lnd the do.sH $ut the pro“wey isn?t her ,onne,tion 
gith the lniylwsH Ut?s l“out the “ond she hlsDor doesn?t hlxeDgith her 
yotherHj
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me .wln,ed lt the goyln sittin. tensewk in the ,ornerH WLhis isn?t hog it 
shouwd “eH She did ghlt she hld to do to surxixef to aeew se,ureH ’hen kou 
geren?t l“we to “e there aor herf the do.s stepped in to -ww thlt roweH Lhek 
did their “estf “ut nog it?s tiye aor her to welrn soyethin. di0erentHj

Lhe rooy gls siwentH Lhe alther woobed dogn lt his shoesf lnd the 
yother slt aroPenf ls ia she didn?t bnog hog to respondH

mlrowd si.hed lnd wogered hiysewa to the 1oor “eside the do.sf strobin. 
el,h oa they .entwk ghiwe the wittwe .irw glt,hed hiy gith l syiweH me 
woobed up lt the plrentsH W$ut this ,ln?t .o on aorexerH :ust wibe in Lhe 
:un.we $oobf there ,oyes l tiye ghen 2og.wi hls to welxe the 3un.we lnd 
3oin the xiwwl.eH me?s huylnf not l gowaH —nd kour dlu.hterf she?s not l 
do.f exen ia she thinbs she is ri.ht nogHj

Lhe alther lwyost syiwedf lnd the yother ,ouwdn?t hewp “ut lwwog l sylww 
syiwe to swip throu.h her tensionH W$utfj mlrowd ,ontinuedf Wshe ,ln?t 
.rog up gith the do.s ls her onwk ,oyplnionsH She needs to welrn to “e 
l plrt oa l huyln alyiwkH She needs her plrentsf lnd she needs to bnog 
thlt she “ewon.s gith kouHj

me turned to the yotherH WLhe yost iyportlnt thin. aor kour dlu.hter 
ri.ht nog is to bnog thlt she hls her yotherH She needs to welrn thlt 
she ,ln rewk on kouH Iog thlt kou?re heref she needs to aeew thlt kou?re 
soyeone she ,ln trust lnd turn tof 3ust wibe she trusts the do.sHj

Lhe rooy seeyed to shiat swi.htwkH mlrowd?s gords win.ered in the lirf 
settwin. in ls ia ln o“xious truth hld -nlwwk “een spobenH

Lhe alther woobed lt mlrowdf his al,e -wwed gith l yiA oa hope lnd 
,onausionH W$ut hog do ge do thltYj he lsbedf his xoi,e desperlteH WU 
understlnd ghlt kou?re slkin.f “ut it?s “een so won.H U don?t bnog ia ge 
,ln ,hln.e thin.s nogHj

mlrowd nodded skypltheti,lwwkH WU understlnd thlt it aeews oxerghewy6
in.H Ut?s true thlt ,hln.in. soyethin. thlt?s “een hlppenin. aor so won. is 
.oin. to tlbe tiyeH $ut the -rst step is re,o.niPin. thlt there?s l pro“weyH 
’hlt yltters nog is thlt kou tlbe it swog lnd ylbe sylww ,hln.esH Lrkin. 
to ,hln.e exerkthin. lt on,e giww onwk ylbe it hlrderHj
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me woobed lt the yotherf his xoi,e soatenin.H WUt gls l hlrd eAperien,e 
aor kouf “ut kou?re here nogH Lhlt?s ghlt ylttersH Ut gon?t “e perae,t 
oxerni.htf “ut ia kou lnd kour hus“lnd ,ln gorb to.ether to ,relte l 
supportixe enxironyent aor kour dlu.hterf thin.s giww stlrt to ,hln.eHj

mlrowd woobed lt “oth plrentsH Wqo kou reyey“er hog 2og.wi didn?t 
glnt to welxe the 3un.weY me needed to “e pushed to do itH Lhe slye is true 
aor kour dlu.hterH She?s spent her ghowe wiae gith these do.sf lnd thek?re 
lww she bnogsH za ,ourse she doesn?t glnt to .ixe thlt upH $ut it?s tiye aor 
her to stlrt spendin. yore tiye gith kouf espe,ilwwk gith her yoyHj

me turned to the yother l.linf his tone .entweH WUt?s .oin. to tlbe tiye 
aor her to ld3ustH She?s not .oin. to “e ,oyaortl“we gith it ri.ht lglkH She 
yi.ht ,rkf she yi.ht resistH $ut kou need to beep trkin.H She needs kou to 
“e there aor herf exen ia it?s hlrd lt -rstHj

Lhe yother stlked siwentf her ekes gide gith l yiA oa aelr lnd hopeH 
Soyethin. in mlrowd?s gords seeyed to “e rel,hin. herf lnd she gls 
stlrtin. to .rlsp ghlt needed to “e doneH

Lhe alther noddedf woobin. lt mlrowd lnd Sophie gith deteryinltionH 
W’e?re .oin. to need hewp gith thisf lnd ge?re giwwin. to trkH Lhlnb kou 
aor hewpin. us see ghlt ge need to doHj

Wmlxe kou relwiPed U didn?t use yk —U ,hlt“ot lt lww todlkYj Sophie slid ls 
thek “uyped lwon. in the owd Lowxo on their glk hoyeH mlrowd syiwed lnd 
.wln,ed lt herH

W’holf thlt glsM intensefj Sophie ,ontinuedH WU bneg it gls .oin. to 
“e geirdf “ut thlt gls l wotHj

She stlred out the gindogf her al,e set in deteryinltionH WU thinb U?y 
.oin. to re6reld Lhe :un.we $oob toni.htHj

mlrowd wlu.hedH WMood idelf SophieH 2lk“e ge?ww .et soye yore inspi6
rltion aor our neAt ,onsuwtltionHj

Sophie syirbedH W”elhf lnd ylk“e neAt tiye kou ,ln “e $l.heerl in6
steld oa $lwooHj
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mlrowd shoob his heldf stiww syiwin.H W’e?ww seef SophieH ’e?ww seeHj
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When Mercy Comes 
with a Catch

“A woman called asking whether she should get a cat. She’s torn—should 
she buy it from a breeder or adopt it from a shelter? She’s asking for our 
two cents,” Sophie said.

Sophie smiled to herself and chuckled, “I think it’s pretty straightfor-
ward. I’ve already told the chatbot six dijerent comments, and it seems 
like that should do the Hob.”

Sophie chatted animatedly with her chatbot while 7arold focused on 
her words. 7e nodded every now and then, ojering an occasional hum of 
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acknowledgment to show he was listening. 7owever, in his head, 7arold 
had his own doubts. Ehis wasn’t the Frst time he had been assigned an 
apparently simple task, only for it to turn out to be far from easy.

7arold thought to himself, Bait a minute here. Bhy does she need our 
help with this? Adopting a cat from a shelter seems like an easy choice, but 
nope, there’s got to be more to it.

7e had learned that life was unpredictable and that even the simplest 
things could sometimes hide the most profound challenges. Vor instance, 
he once got a call to help with a dog that “couldn’t stop barking.” It turned 
out the entire family was at war with each other, and the poor dog was 
caught in the crossFre, barking out of sheer desperation.

Ehe car sputtered, and 7arold knew something was about to go wrong. 
Oefore he could even dwell on the upcoming visit, the engine started 
making an unusual noise. It felt like the old Yolvo was voicing its doubts 
about what they were about to do that morning.

“qh, great,” 7arold muttered as he reluctantly pulled the car over. Ehe 
engine sounded like an old man trying to sprint after a long time out of 
action.

7e sighed, obviously frustrated. “7ang tight, Sophie. I need to check 
this.”

7e got out of the familiar old Yolvo. It had been used and abused so 
many times, yet it refused to die, Hust like a long-term marriage that had its 
fair share of arguments but always found a way forward.

3awn, 7arold thought as he lifted the hood and looked into the smoky 
abyss.

It took him Ffteen minutes before he Fnally returned to the car. 7is 
arms were oiled up to the elbows, but he had somehow managed to revive 
the engine. Sophie barely noticed—she was too deep into her conversation 
with the chatbot, absorbed in her excitement.

“If this decision is purely based on cost, then honestly, a dog might be 
out of the Nuestion,” she said with enthusiasm, her voice rising. “Ehe price 
of some animals is Hust insane. Pven buying a cat from a breeder might end 
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up costing a lot less than people expect. And shelter cats aren’t exactly free 
eitherz”

Ehe car started up again, and 7arold sighed in relief. 7e pushed the 
old Yolvo forward, its engine still grumbling in protest but compliant 
enough to keep moving. Ehey hit the road once more, and Sophie resumed 
her excited price comparisons between buying versus adopting. 7arold 
listened with only half an ear, his thoughts occupied by the task ahead.

“It could happen,” he mumbled, staring out at the road ahead.
7arold had a feeling, an inkling in the back of his mind, as the car engine 

hummed beneath his feet. Ehe situation seemed so simple. Out if there was 
one thing 7arold had learned through his years of therapy, two marriages, 
and living with an untrainable, feces-throwing cat, it was that sometimes 
the simplest things could be the trickiest.

Ehey arrived at their destination, an old countryside house that seemed a 
bit too empty for its idyllic location. 7arold climbed out of the car, looking 
at his hands, which were still smeared with grease. 7e smiled apologetically 
at the woman who had answered the door.

“Cm, do you mind if I use a towel?” he asked, gesturing towards his 
hands.

Ehe woman seemed to understand right away and waved a hand towards 
the kitchen. “qf course. …ome in. Ehere’s a towel by the sink.”

7arold followed her inside and headed for the kitchen, where he began 
scrubbing his hands clean. Sophie looked around the co4y but cluttered 
interior, smiling at the woman.

“3eah, our car: it’s not exactly up to today’s standards,” she said with 
a chuckle, giving 7arold a sideways glance as he continued washing up. 
“Out 7arold and the car—they’ve got this relationship. 3ou know, like an 
old marriage—good times, bad times, but they Hust can’t bring themselves 
to split.”
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7arold smiled, drying his hands with the small kitchen towel. “3eah, it’s 
like the car and I have an unspoken agreementM if it barely holds on, I’ll 
spend half my spare time keeping it alive.”

Ehe woman looked slightly confused but smiled politely. She led them 
to the living room, where 7arold and Sophie took in the scene. Ehe room 
was bursting with plants, over6owing from the windowsills and spreading 
out into the space like a small Hungle. She obviously took great pride in her 
greenery.

“Bould either of you like a beer?” she ojered out of nowhere, almost as 
if she were testing them.

7arold smiled, shaking his head. “Be try not to drink on the Hob.”
Ehe woman laughed, waving it oj. “qf course, I was Hust kidding. 7ow 

about some cojee or water then?”
Sophie smiled back politely. “…ojee sounds great, thank you.”
“Wight, right, let’s get down to business,” the woman said with a small 

chuckle, as she settled into an armchair and folded her hands in her lap. 
“It’s about the cat, of course. I’ve been thinking a lot about it. Rart of me 
Hust wants to go out and buy one—nice and simple. Out then, I think of all 
the cats in shelters who really need a good home. I feel like maybe I should 
help one of them instead.”

She paused, her ga4e shifting between 7arold and Sophie, almost as if 
she were asking for their guidance.

7arold leaned forward and nodded. “I understand your dilemma. Ouy-
ing a cat can be easier—you know where it’s coming from, and there’s 
usually more information about its history. qn the other hand, adopting 
means you’re giving a cat that really needs it a second chance at life. Ehere’s 
deFnitely something beautiful in that.”

“Pxactlyz” the woman said eagerly. “I don’t want to overlook those that 
need a loving home, but buying a cat seems so much easier.”

Sophie, ever practical, nodded. “qf course, there are pros and cons to 
both. Ehe chatbot suggests that you consider what’s most important to 
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you. If ease is the priority, buying might be best. Out if it’s about giving a 
cat a better life, then adoption may be the right choice.”

Ehe woman nodded thoughtfully. “3eah, you’re probably right. I think 
I need more time to decide, but I feel more inclined to adopt. It Hust seems 
right.”

7arold smiled warmly at her. “It always feels good to follow your in-
stincts.”

As they spoke, 7arold’s attention was drawn to a picture hanging on the 
wall over the couch. It showed a young girl, perhaps two or three years old, 
between two adults who seemed to be of another nationality. 7e couldn’t 
help but ask.

“Bho’s that in the picture?” 7arold asked gently.
Ehe woman turned to look at the photo and smiled. “Ehat’s me,” she 

said, her voice softening. “And those are my parents.”
She paused before continuing, and Sophie and 7arold both watched her 

closely.
“I was adopted as a baby,” she said. “‘y parents were Pnglish, and I grew 

up with them. It’s not something I talk about much.”
She looked at the photo, a faraway look in her eyes, and added, “‘aybe 

that’s why I feel so strongly about adopting a cat. I know what it’s like to 
get a second chance at life.”

7arold nodded, her dilemma suddenly making perfect sense. “Ehat 
really does explain a lot,” he said Nuietly. “It makes sense why adoption 
resonates with you.”

Ehe woman chuckled softly, her ga4e still Fxed on the picture. “3eah, 
maybe it’s always been in me.”

7arold leaned back in his chair, his voice kind but Frm. “Reople must 
ask you all the time what it was like to be adopted. Be hear so much about 
the adoptive parents, but we rarely hear the perspective of the person being 
adopted. Bere you always happy about it? qr were there times when it was 
hard?”
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Ehe woman’s smile faded slightly. She looked down at her hands as she 
considered her answer. After a moment, she spoke Nuietly, her voice tinged 
with emotion. “It wasn’t always easy. Reople always told me I was lucky, but 
there was this lie I used to tell myself—that my parents didn’t really want 
me, that it was all out of duty, not love. I always felt like I was a problem to 
be solved, not a child to be cherished.”

Ehere was a heavy silence in the room as her words hung in the air. 
Sophie and 7arold both remained Nuiet, letting her speak.

“I know my adoptive parents did their best to give me a good life,” she 
continued. “Ehey loved me in the best way they knew how. Out that feeling 
of not being wanted—it never really went away.”

7arold nodded, his voice gentle. “I think I understand. 3our connection 
to the idea of adopting a cat isn’t Hust about giving it a home. It’s about 
giving it the kind of love you wish you had felt more of when you were 
younger. It’s about making that fresh start count.”

Ehe woman nodded, her eyes glistening a little as she looked back at the 
photograph. “3eah, maybe that’s it,” she said softly, as if admitting it to 
herself for the Frst time. “I Hust want to make sure the cat feels wanted, feels 
like it belongs.”

Sophie, who had initially wanted to wrap things up, seemed to have a 
change of heart. She nodded more slowly, a tender look in her eyes. “It 
sounds like adopting is something that really resonates with your heart,” 
she said warmly. “It’s more than Hust having a pet—it’s a meaningful deci-
sion for you.”

Uot that 7arold was entirely convinced. 7e could see the hesitation 
in the woman’s eyes, the way her words didn’t Nuite align with her true 
feelings. 7e leaned forward, his tone softer, even as Sophie looked ready to 
conclude.

“Out let me ask you something,” he said, holding her ga4e. “If you were 
that cat, which would you prefer? Eo be chosen out of pity, or to be picked 
because you were someone’s dream—because you were really wanted?”
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Ehe woman blinked, her eyes widening. She seemed to mull over his 
Nuestion, the words hanging in the air between them. After a moment, 
her expression changed. It was as though something inside her had clicked, 
and she looked at 7arold with newfound understanding. “I think: I’d 
want to be someone’s dream,” she said slowly. “Eo be picked because I was 
wanted—really wanted—not because someone felt sorry for me.”

7arold nodded, a small, knowing smile on his lips. “Pxactly. So, when 
it comes to choosing a cat, think about what feels right to you. 8on’t Hust 
pick one out of obligation or because you feel like it’s what you Gshould’ 
do. Rick one because you feel a connection to it. Oecause it’s the cat you 
want in your life.”

Ehe woman sighed, a thoughtful look on her face. She seemed to be 
absorbing 7arold’s words, processing them. “3ou’re right,” she said after 
a long pause. “I need to think about this more. I want it to feel like a choice 
of the heart, not Hust something I’m doing because I feel like I have to.”

Sophie, who had initially seemed eager to leave, softened even further. 
She nodded, her expression gentler now. “It’s perfectly okay to take your 
time,” she said. “‘aking a decision like this is about more than Hust log-
ic—it’s about what feels right to you.”

7arold smiled as well. “Ehe best choices are the ones we make with our 
hearts.”

Ehe woman nodded, getting up slowly and moving towards the kitchen. 
“9et me make some cojee,” she said, her movements careful and deliber-
ate. It was obvious that 7arold had struck a chord with her. She brewed 
the cojee silently, almost meditatively, and then handed a cup to each of 
them.

7arold accepted his cup with a smile, taking a sip before speaking again. 
7is voice was gentle, but it held a certain weight. 7e leaned forward, 
meeting her eyes as he spoke. “3ou know,” he said, “the easiest thing for 
you might be to pick a cat out of pity. Eo do for the cat what you think 
your parents did for you—to give it a home because you feel it needs one. 
Out what really matters here is how you feel about it.”
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E7P RPE E7PWARISE 

7e paused, letting his words sink in. “If you really value yourself, if you 
want to be true to your own heart, then don’t make this decision out of 
sympathy. ‘ake it because you genuinely want it. It might seem selFsh, 
but it’s actually a form of self-care—to take your own feelings seriously.”

Ehe woman sat still, her hands wrapped around her cojee cup. She 
seemed lost in thought, her ga4e distant as she considered 7arold’s words. 
Slowly, she looked up at him, her expression more focused than before.

“3ou’re right,” she whispered, her voice Flled with sincerity. “I want to 
pick a cat because it feels right. Uot because it’s what I think I should do, 
but because it’s what I want.”

7arold nodded, smiling at her. “Ehat’s the best reason to make a choice 
like this.”

Ehe woman returned his smile, a newfound determination in her eyes. 
“Ehank you,” she said softly. “I think I know what I want to do now.”

7arold simply nodded again, taking another sip of his cojee. Ehere was 
no need to say more—he knew she had found her answer.

Ehe woman, Sophie, and 7arold Fnished their cojee Nuietly, the at-
mosphere in the room lighter than it had been when they Frst arrived. 
Ehere was a sense of resolution, as though something had shifted within 
the woman, allowing her to see things more clearly.

As they stood up to leave, Sophie gave the woman a warm smile. “Eake 
your time with your decision. 3ou’ll know when it feels right.”

Ehe woman nodded, walking them to the door. “Ehank you both,” she 
said, her voice steady. “3ou’ve helped me more than you know.”

7arold nodded, his smile genuine. “Be’re glad to have helped. Good 
luck with whatever you decide—you’ll make the right choice.”

Ehe woman smiled back, her eyes Flled with gratitude. “Ehank you. I’ll 
let you know how it goes.”

As 7arold and Sophie walked back to the car, the old Yolvo still waiting 
patiently, 7arold glanced at Sophie with a small smile. “3ou know,” he said, 
“sometimes it’s not about giving advice. It’s Hust about helping people see 
what they already know deep down.”
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7PUWI! !WCSP

Sophie nodded thoughtfully as they got into the car. “3eah, you’re right. 
It’s not always about having the answers—it’s about helping people Fnd 
their own.”

7arold started the car, the engine grumbling but complying, and they 
drove oj down the winding country road. Ehere was a Nuiet understand-
ing between them—a recognition of the power of listening, of guiding 
without forcing, and of the importance of letting people come to their own 
reali4ations.

As they drove, Sophie looked over at 7arold, a small smile playing on her 
lips. “3ou know, 7arold, you’re pretty good at this whole empathy thing.”

7arold chuckled, shaking his head. “Bell, I’ve had a lot of practice. 
And sometimes, it’s Hust about being willing to sit with someone in their 
uncertainty.”

Sophie nodded, her expression softening. “I guess that’s what makes the 
dijerence, isn’t it?”

7arold smiled, his eyes on the road ahead. “3eah, I think it is.”

And as they drove away, the countryside rolling by outside the windows, 
there was a sense of peace between them—a Nuiet recognition of the work 
they did, the people they helped, and the impact they had, even in the 
smallest of ways.
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Bird Phobia

Early Friday morning, Harold was driving his third-hand rust bucket to 
work. The engine, as usual, rumbled along like it was on the brink of a 
breakdown, and Harold enjoyed the relative peace and quiet inside the 
car. Suddenly, the buzzing vell-ping-vell of a vibration interrupted it. His 
phone buzzed in the old cup holder on the dashboard, the light from the 
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HENRIK KRUSE

screen brie“y illuminating the deep cracks on the road. Harold glanced 
over at it while waiting for a red light to change.

It was an email from Sophie. D”ear Harold,’ it began, DIWm sorry about 
this, but I will not be here for your performance review today. xeWll have 
to move it to ne…t FridayA IWm sure youWll survive. ThereWs this fantastic 
opportunity to meet the world-famous personal trainer at my gym, and 
you just HV?E to understand that I need this.’

Harold frowned but couldnWt help smiling. Typical Sophie. She had 
reminded him multiple times just how important her training was. To skip 
an entire workday for itB Sophie truly was one of a kind.

DVlso, your daughter, Susan, wonWt be coming in today. I was thinking 
about the o—ce last night, and thereWs just not enough room for three 
people here. So, I hope it doesnWt oPend you if I tell you now that we donWt 
really need an e…tra employee working with us.’

Harold wasnWt surprised. He felt a little awkward when he initially told 
Susan she could work with his company. It seemed a bit premature.

D2ut I am also thrilled to tell you that IWve dropped by the o—ce this 
morning. Two surprises are waiting for you there:one is sweet, the otherA 
not so much. VlsoA do you know anything about birdsB’

Harold chuckled to himself. Sophie and her surprises. He couldnWt help 
but be curious about what she had in store this time.

xhen Harold reached the o—ce, he was greeted by the sight of a basket 
Mlled with pastries. He grabbed one, starting to devour it as he looked 
around for SophieWs other surprise. 2eside the basket was a printed email. It 
seemed like Sophie had printed it out for him, and Harold frowned slightly 
as he began to read.

The email read, D”ear 3et Therapist,  my name is Simone. I am a 
not-so-far-away neighbor of yours, and IWve been trying for a long time to 
ignore a particular issue. It might not sound like a big problem to some, 
but it has become intolerable for me.’
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THE 3ET THERV3IST 

Harold moved closer to the paper, sensing this was serious.
Simone went on( DI have a bird phobia, and itWs become unbearable. 

ThereWs a pair of ducks that have made my front yard their home, and itWs 
driving me to my breaking point. )y boyfriend lives with his family, and 
every morning, he has to come over at the crack of dawn because I live in a 
town full of ducks. )y driveway has practically turned into duck central.’

Harold couldnWt help but smile slightly. 2irds:especially ducksB He 
found it amusing, but he could sense SimoneWs frustration and continued 
reading.

DSometimes, after my boyfriend leaves for work, the ducks return. xhen 
that happens, I end up being trapped in my own house. I canWt go outside. 
IWm reaching out because no one else can help me. This is my cry for help.’

Harold leaned back in his chair as the gravity of the situation sank in( 
a bird phobia:well, that was a new one. Vt the same time, he had this 
nagging feeling that Simone really was in crisis. Unchecked, this kind of 
fear could cripple a personWs life.

He glanced down at the now empty pastry basket, then looked up 
thoughtfully. Helping Simone would deMnitely not be a walk in the park. 
He knew he would be treading a mineMeld and might need every trick in 
his therapeutic repertoire.

Harold thought for a moment. Sophie wasnWt there, so maybe it was time 
to make use of the chatbot. He had completed three modules of the online 
course Sophie had recommended, and he had to admit, it was actually 
pretty cool. The chatbot wasnWt a substitute for his e…pertise, but it could 
certainly be helpful for something this speciMc.

Harold opened the chatbot app and typed, Dxhat is a phobia and its 
psychological treatmentB’

V few seconds later, the chatbot responded(
DV phobia is a strong, persistent, and irrational fear of an object, situa-

tion, or action. 3eople with phobias e…perience strong an…iety and often go 
to great lengths to avoid what they fear. There are three general categories 
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HENRIK KRUSE

of phobias( speciMc phobias, social phobia, and agoraphobia. 2ird phobia 
is classiMed as a speciMc phobia.’

Harold nodded. It conMrmed what he already knew, but he let the 
chatbot continue.

D!ognitive 2ehavioral Therapy 4!2TO is typically the most ePective way 
to treat phobias,’ the chatbot maintained. D!2T helps individuals identify 
negative thought patterns, challenge those thoughts, and change behaviors 
that maintain the fear. Treatment often includes systematic desensitiza-
tion, where the person is gradually e…posed to the feared object or event 
in a controlled environment, with repeated e…posure over time to decrease 
an…iety symptoms.’

Harold leaned back, thinking. This was e…actly the kind of treatment 
he had been considering. He was familiar with e…posure therapy, but the 
chatbot provided a more current perspective on managing phobias.

DSpeciMc phobias such as bird phobia can be treated through systematic 
desensitization,’ the chatbot added. DThis involves gradually introducing 
the individual to birds in a safe, controlled environment to help them get 
used to it without e…periencing high an…iety levels. Incorporating rela…-
ation techniques and breathing e…ercises can also help.’

Harold smiled slightly. This was good advice. It could be useful if Si-
mone was willing to go down the path of e…posure therapy. xhile he still 
had some reservations about relying solely on technology, he admitted the 
chatbot had provided a good foundation.

Vfter arriving at SimoneWs address, Harold parked his car and took a 
moment to look around. He knew he was there to help with bird pho-
bia:ducks, speciMcally. He scanned the yard, the bushes, and even the roof 
for any sign of birds. Yust then, he heard a door creak open behind him.

DHi5 !ome on in5’ called a young woman as she stepped out of the 
house. Harold turned around to see Simone waving at him. She seemed 
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THE 3ET THERV3IST 

cheerful, but there was a subtle tension in her demeanor. She glanced 
brie“y around the yard as if making sure there were no ducks lurking.

Harold walked toward her, and she opened the door wider. DGh, good, 
youWre here,’ she said with a smile. D3lease, come in.’

Simone led Harold down a narrow hallway into the living room. She 
gestured toward the couch. D3lease, make yourself comfortable.’

She took a seat across from Harold and smiled warmly. DI thought it 
would be a good idea to properly introduce myself. IWm Simone, as you 
know. I work at a clothing store for kids, and I recently got promoted to 
store manager.’ She stood a bit straighter, her face beaming as she spoke. 
DI canWt wait to see it all come together. ItWs a lot, but IWve worked hard to 
get here, and IWm ambitious, so I chase after what I want.’

Harold nodded. He could tell she was determined and driven. DSounds 
like an e…citing challenge,’ he said. DHow does it feel transitioning from an 
employee to a managerB’

SimoneWs enthusiasm was almost palpable. DItWs a huge transition, but itWs 
so much fun. ThereWs something amazing about responsibility:watching 
things evolve and knowing I have a hand in making it happen.’

Harold could sense that same drive, a deep determination. She wanted to 
take charge:not just at work but also with the challenges in her personal 
life.

He leaned forward slightly. D6ou mentioned a bird phobia in your email. 
It sounds like this has been aPecting you deeply.’

Simone hesitated, her eyes lowering, and then she sighed. D6es,’ she said 
softly. DThe last couple of years have been rough. IWve never liked birds, but 
now itWs become unbearable. I can hardly leave my house.’

She went on, her voice trembling. DI used to be able to go to the park, 
as long as there werenWt too many birds. 2ut now I have to check for birds 
before even opening my front door. I feel trapped in my own home.’

She Mddled with her Mngers, her gaze M…ed on the “oor. DV week ago, I 
went to get the mail, and there was a pigeon on the mailbo…. I completely 
panicked. I ran back inside, screaming like I was being attacked. I couldnWt 
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HENRIK KRUSE

even check to see if the bird had leftL my boyfriend had to leave work to 
come home.’

She let out a small, shaky laugh, her eyes betraying her e…haustion. DI 
know itWs ridiculous, butA a few years ago, we went on a vacation to the 
!aribbean. xe made it about C; hours before I was holed up in the hotel 
room, unable to leave because of the seagulls. I left my boyfriend to eat 
alone every day. It was humiliating.’

Harold nodded empathetically. He understood how debilitating pho-
bias like hers could be. They made life di—cult to truly enjoy, but he also 
knew that humor could sometimes help lighten the burden of fear.

Simone seemed relieved by his understanding demeanor. Harold then 
asked gently, DHave you been informed about how phobias like yours are 
typically treatedB’

Simone looked at him, her face a mi… of curiosity and apprehension. 
DNotA really,’ she admitted hesitantly.

Harold leaned forward, softening his voice to make her more comfort-
able. DThe most common treatment is e…posure therapy. ItWs a form of 
therapy where, bit by bit, you e…pose yourself to the object of your fear in a 
controlled, safe way. For e…ample, youWd start by watching birds from a safe 
distance, maybe through a window. 9radually, youWd get a bit closer each 
time, until one day, you might be able to stand near a bird without feeling 
that overwhelming fear. ItWs all about taking baby steps, and it happens 
entirely at your pace.’

SimoneWs face paled, and she clenched her hands tightly on her knees. 
D9etting closer to birdsB’ she repeated, her voice barely above a whisper.

Harold nodded gently. D6es, but only when youWre ready. ItWs meant to 
help you build tolerance slowly. xeWd never jump straight into something 
you arenWt prepared for. The idea is to help you take control of that fear.’

Simone shook her head, her voice cracking. DThe thought of being near 
them terriMes me. I donWt know if I can do it,’ she said, her gaze dropping 
to the “oor.

80

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



THE 3ET THERV3IST 

Harold could see the rising panic in her eyes, and he softened his ap-
proach. He needed to help her without overwhelming her. D6ouWre not 
alone in feeling that way. ItWs natural to be scared of facing your fears 
head-on. If itWs too much for you right now, we can start somewhere 
diPerent:something less intimidating.’

She looked at him, her breathing slowly beginning to calm, and nodded. 
DThat would be better,’ she said quietly.

Harold gave her an encouraging smile. Dxe donWt need to push anything. 
Instead of jumping into e…posure therapy, maybe we could try to under-
stand where this fear started. Understanding the root of your fear might 
make facing it a little easier.’

SimoneWs eyes widened, and she hesitated before Mnally speaking. DI 
guessA IWve never really thought about where it came from,’ she admitted, 
her Mngers twisting together.

Harold tilted his head slightly. Dxhere are you originally from, if you 
donWt mind me askingB’

Simone appeared taken aback by the question, but she smiled faintly. 
DItWs kind of a long story,’ she said in a small voice. DI was adopted. I donWt 
remember much of my early childhood, but I know I was abandoned at 
an orphanage in India when I was very young. )y adoptive parents didnWt 
know much either, and IWve thought about it a lot as IWve gotten older. 
There are just so many unanswered questions.’

She paused, her eyes growing distant. DI remember feeling lost some-
times, like I didnWt really know who I was or where I belonged. )y parents 
were wonderful, but that sense of not knowing has always stayed with me.’

Harold nodded thoughtfully. DThat must have been incredibly di—-
cult,’ he said kindly.

Simone gave a small, sad smile. D6eah, itWs something IWve carried with me 
for a long time. IWve learned to live with it, but it never really goes away.’

She paused, then said, DI actually have a picture from the orphanage. It 
came with my adoption papers. xould you like to see itB’
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HENRIK KRUSE

Harold leaned forward, his curiosity piqued. DIWd love to see it,’ he said 
with a warm smile.

Simone nodded and got up from the couch, disappearing into another 
room. Vfter a few minutes, she returned with a small framed photo, hand-
ing it to Harold.

The photograph was faded, with a slight sepia tone, framed simply 
but elegantly. It depicted several small children standing in front of a 
worn-down building that looked like an old barrack. The background was 
stark, and the building appeared humble, almost desolate.

DIs this the orphanageB’ Harold asked gently.
Simone nodded, sitting back down beside him. D6es. It doesnWt look like 

much, does itB 2ut that was my home before I was adopted.’
They sat quietly for a moment, both staring at the photograph. DIt must 

have been a di—cult place to grow up,’ Harold said softly.
Simone looked at the picture, her eyes re“ecting the distance of time. 

DI donWt remember much of it. I was so young. 2ut IWve always kept this 
pictureA itWs the only real connection I have to that part of my life.’

Harold got up from the couch, holding the photo up to the light. He 
e…amined it carefully, then turned back to Simone. DHave you ever noticed 
anything in this pictureB’ he asked, pointing to a corner.

Simone leaned closer, squinting at where he was pointing. Her eyes 
widened, and her breath caught. DIA I never noticed that before,’ she 
whispered.

Harold  nodded.  DLook  closely,’  he  said.  DThere,  in  the  back-
ground:you see the birdsB’

It was a small detail, easy to miss, but in the far corner of the photograph, 
there were several chickens, bustling around the yard.

Simone stared at the photo, her face going pale. DI never noticed them 
before,’ she repeated, her voice trembling. Dxhy didnWt I see them until 
nowB’

Harold watched her carefully, seeing the unease in her e…pression. DItWs 
okay,’ he said softly. DItWs just a picture. TheyWre not here now.’
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THE 3ET THERV3IST 

2ut Simone couldnWt seem to tear her eyes away from the birds in the 
photo. Her hands shook slightly as she held the frame. DI always thought I 
was in control of this fear,’ she said, her voice barely audible. D2ut seeing 
them thereA it feels like itWs always been with me.’

Harold placed a comforting hand on her shoulder. DSometimes our fears 
are deeper than we realize,’ he said gently. D2ut recognizing them is the Mrst 
step toward understanding them.’

Simone nodded slowly, still looking at the photo. The realization seemed 
to have shaken her deeply.

Harold sighed, sitting back down beside her. He knew he had touched 
a nerve, and he needed to be careful not to push her too far, too fast. 
D6ou know,’ he began, Dwhen I was younger, I traveled through Vsia as 
a backpacker. I spent some time in India, actually.’

Simone looked at him, intrigued. Harold continued, DI remember hear-
ing stories:tragic ones:about children who were terriMed by the animals 
they grew up around. xhether it was rats or wild dogs, these children lived 
in fear, and it aPected them deeply. It wasnWt something people really talked 
about, but it left a mark.’

He looked at Simone, his gaze steady. DI wonder if something like that 
might have happened to you when you were little. )aybe something 
happened that scared you deeply, and it stayed with you, even if you donWt 
consciously remember it.’

SimoneWs eyes widened, and her breathing quickened. She looked down 
at her lap, her hands clenching the fabric of her pants. DIA I donWt know,’ 
she said, her voice shaking. DThe thought of something happening that I 
canWt remember:it terriMes me.’

Harold nodded, his voice calm. DItWs okay to be scared of the unknown. 
xe donWt have to e…plore this if youWre not ready. ItWs just one possible 
e…planation.’

Simone looked up at him, her eyes Mlled with uncertainty. DI donWt know 
if IWm ready for that,’ she said, her voice barely above a whisper. DItWs too 
much.’
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HENRIK KRUSE

Harold leaned back, giving her space. DThatWs perfectly Mne,’ he said 
gently. Dxe can take this at your pace. ThereWs no rush.’

Simone looked relieved, and she nodded slowly. DLetWs keep things sim-
ple for now,’ she said, her voice trembling slightly.

DGf course,’ Harold agreed. DxeWll take it one step at a time.’
For a moment, there was silence between them. Harold still felt a pull 

to understand more about her fear, but he knew he needed to respect 
her boundaries. D)aybe we could try a diPerent approach,’ he suggested 
softly. DThere are other ways to work on phobias that donWt involve direct 
e…posure. xe could try guided visualization, for instance. ItWs a way to 
gently e…plore your feelings without actually confronting the object of 
your fear.’

SimoneWs face tightened, and her eyes widened. She shook her head 
vehemently. DNoA I donWt think I can do that,’ she said, her voice rising 
with panic. DI didnWt come here to relive my past. I came here to deal with 
my fear of birds. ThisA this isnWt what I need.’

Harold held up his hands, trying to calm her. DGkay, okay. xe wonWt do 
anything youWre not comfortable with. I promise.’

2ut Simone had already stood up, her face “ushed with anger and fear. DI 
think you should go,’ she said, her voice trembling. DI thought this would 
help, but I donWt want to do this anymore.’

Harold stood as well, taken aback by her sudden outburst. He had only 
wanted to help, but it was clear that he had pushed too far. DIWm sorry, 
Simone,’ he said softly. DI didnWt mean to make things worse.’

Simone half-nodded, avoiding his gaze. She walked to the door and 
opened it, her hand shaking slightly. D3lease, just go.’

Harold hesitated for a moment, then nodded. DIf thatWs what you want,’ 
he said quietly. DI truly wish you the best.’

xith a heavy heart, Harold stepped out onto the porch. The screen door 
slammed shut behind him, and he paused for a moment, taking a deep 

MN

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



THE 3ET THERV3IST 

breath. He knew he had failed Simone, and the weight of it settled heavily 
on his shoulders.

Vs Harold walked back to his car, his thoughts clouded with self-doubt. 
He couldnWt shake the feeling that he had failed Simone in a signiMcant way. 
He wanted to help her, but instead, it seemed like he had only made things 
worse. He replayed their conversation in his head, wondering if there had 
been a better way to handle it.

Gnce he got in the car, he sat for a moment, staring blankly at the 
dashboard. He felt drained. The drive back to the o—ce was quiet, the 
usually comforting rumble of the ?oom-)obile doing little to ease his 
mind. It was rare for Harold to feel this defeated. He had always prided 
himself on his empathy and ability to connect with people, but today, he 
felt like he had missed the mark entirely.

xhen he pulled up to the o—ce, he spotted Sophie arriving on her 
bicycle. She parked and locked it, glancing over at Harold as he approached. 
She immediately noticed the somber e…pression on his face and tilted her 
head, her eyes softening with concern.

DHey, Harold,’ she called out as he walked up. DHow did the session go 
todayB’

Harold sighed, casting his eyes to the ground. He followed her inside, 
and they both sat down, Sophie behind her desk and Harold in the chair 
across from her.

DIt didnWt go well,’ he admitted, rubbing his forehead. DIt was with 
Simone:the woman with the bird phobia. I think I pushed her too hard. 
I tried to get her to e…plore her past, and it just overwhelmed her. She asked 
me to leave.’

Sophie leaned forward, her eyes focused on him, her usual upbeat de-
meanor replaced by genuine concern. DGh, Harold, that sounds tough,’ 
she said softly. D2ut itWs not your fault. 6ou were trying to help.’

Harold shook his head, his voice tinged with frustration. DI could tell she 
wasnWt ready, but I pushed anyway. I should have known better. I wanted 
to help, but I ended up making her feel worse.’
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HENRIK KRUSE

Sophie reached across the desk, her hand resting gently on his arm. 
DListen, Harold, youWre an amazing therapist. I know you care deeply about 
helping people, and thatWs what makes you so good at what you do. 2ut not 
every session is going to end in success. xeWre human:we make mistakes.’

Harold looked up at her, his eyes Mlled with doubt. DI just feel like I let 
her down,’ he said quietly.

Sophie leaned back, a thoughtful e…pression crossing her face. D6ou 
know, sometimes we have to remember that we canWt control how people 
respond. xe do our best, and thatWs all we can do. Not everyone is going 
to be ready for what we have to oPer, and thatWs okay. It doesnWt mean you 
failed. It just means it wasnWt the right time for her.’

Harold nodded slowly, taking in her words. DI guess,’ he said, though his 
voice still held a hint of uncertainty. DI just wish I could have done more.’

Sophie smiled gently. D6ouWve done so much for so many people, Harold. 
”onWt let one setback make you forget that. 6ouWre allowed to have bad 
days. xe all are.’

She paused, then added, DVnd you know, maybe this is a lesson for both 
of you. For her, itWs learning what sheWs ready for, and for you, itWs learning 
how to read those signals even better. ItWs all part of growing.’

Harold let out a slow breath, feeling some of the weight lifting from his 
chest. DThanks, Sophie,’ he said. DIt means a lot, hearing that from you.’

Sophie winked at him, her usual playful smile returning. D6ou know me, 
Harold:always here to provide wisdom in e…change for pastries.’

Harold chuckled, a small smile Mnally Mnding its way back to his face. DI 
owe you a big one,’ he said.

Sophie laughed, leaning back in her chair. D6ou know it. 2ut in all 
seriousness, Harold, youWre doing great work. ”onWt let this one situation 
get you down. Keep going. 6ouWve got this.’

Harold stood, nodding as he pushed the chair back. D6ouWre right. I 
think I just let it get to me more than I should have.’
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THE 3ET THERV3IST 

Sophie got up as well, walking around the desk and giving him a quick 
hug. Dxe all have those moments. Yust donWt let it keep you down. 6ouWre 
only human, after all.’

Harold smiled, feeling lighter than he had since leaving SimoneWs house. 
DThanks, Sophie. I needed that.’

DVnytime,’ she said, giving him a playful nudge. DNow, why donWt we 
take a break and grab a coPeeB )y treat.’

Harold nodded, his smile growing. DThat sounds perfect.’
Vs they walked out of the o—ce together, Harold couldnWt help but 

feel grateful for Sophie. She always seemed to know how to put things in 
perspective. Vnd maybe she was right:maybe this was just another part 
of his journey as a therapist. He wasnWt perfect, but he cared, and that had 
to count for something.
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THE PET THERAPIST 

The Parrot Bites… 
Who Taught That?

Sophie was starting to get concerned about Harold after his recent visit 
with a client, which hadn’t gone as planned. She had always seen him as 
the big, tough “Wolverine guy” who could handle anything thrown at 
him, but the events from a week ago had shaken her belief that everyone 
could endure everything indeNnitely. It made her nervous, to be honest. 
She didn’t know how to deal with seeing his vulnerabilities.

…ow, as she sat across from him at the desk, it was time to introduce a 
new assignment that she believed might help Harold regain his conNdence.

Her Nngers hesitated over the keys, and then she slowly looked up from 
her screen, taking a deep breath. “Haroldx I’ve got a new assignment for 
you, and I hope it eOcites you.”

A faint smile played on Harold’s lips. “?h— What’s the task this time—”
Sophie pushed a printed email across the desk. “Have you heard about 

the guy who got in touch with us— He’s had a parrot for yearsqalways 
a sweet little thing, like a pet puppyqbut recently, it started acting out, 
s‘uawking and even biting him. He says the bird’s turned into something 
of a 5wolf in a bird’s skin.’ He’s had enough, and now he’s asking for our 
help.”

Harold cocked an eyebrow and skimmed the email, Nnally nodding. 
“A parrot with a bad attitude, huh—” he said, a grin forming on his face. 
“Sounds pretty wild.”
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HE…RIU URYSE

Sophie laughed, relaOing a bit. “!eah, eOactlyj I wasn’t sure if you’d Nnd 
this challenging enough, but I Ngured you’d want to tackle it.”

Harold looked her in the eye, his conNdence locking back into place. “A 
diva parrot— Absolutely. Sounds like Bust the kind of case I need.”

Sophie brightened. “Are you sure— I was a bit worried it might be too 
much. MirdsqI mean, they aren’t eOactly like dogs or cats.”

Harold shook his head, still smiling. “…ah. They are, in a way. Mesides, it 
sounds educational. -aybe the parrot’s Bust going through a midlife crisis. 
Who knows— -aybe we Bust need to have a heartGtoGheart about inner 
peace.”

Sophie burst out laughing. “!eah, 5The Parrot’s Fuide to Serenityj’ 
-aybe you can teach it some selfGhelp mantras.”

Harold laughed. “Right— 5zind your inner feathered Den.’ Honestly, 
though, we’ve got this. The bird’s probably Bust dealing with some uneOG
pressed angerqmaybe it feels lonely.”

Sophie nodded, feeling a bit of the tension melt away. “Alright then, we’ll 
sign you up for that one.”

“LeNnitely,” Harold agreed, straightening up a bit. “I’m ready to meet 
our feathered diva.”

Sophie leaned back in her chair with an audible sigh of relief. “I’m glad 
you’re up for it, Harold. Sounds like a good plan.”

Harold smiled, more genuinely this time. “6et’s go help a parrot. I bet I 
can stop all the biting and s‘uawking.”

Sophie gave him a wink. “!ou’re our hero, Harold.”
He felt better than he had in daysqif not weeks or months. He could 

almost hear the parrot’s screeching in his mind, and he found himself 
actually looking forward to what was waiting for him.

Sophie and Harold parked beside the rusty bike rack in front of the 
rundown public housing compleO. As they got out, Sophie looked up at 
the steps that led up Nve Cights to the door. She sighed dramatically. “zive 
Coorsx Are you kidding me—”
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THE PET THERAPIST 

“zifth Coor—” Harold echoed, not eOactly thrilled.
They started climbing the narrow stairs. Sophie groaned, struggling and 

gripping the railing to pull herself up. Harold followed a little behind her, 
carrying his bag without much complaint. “I guess I’ve been missing my 
stair workouts at the gym,” she panted. My the time they reached the Nfth 
Coor, Sophie was out of breath, and Harold arrived behind her, looking 
amused.

“Wasn’t that bad,” Harold said, glancing down the stairs.
“Wasn’t that bad—” Sophie turned to him, incredulous. “I’m practically 

dead herej”
Harold winked, gesturing towards an elevator down the hall. “!ou 

know, there’s an elevator right there.”
She looked over and groaned, leaning on the railing. “?f course, there’s 

an elevator.” She sighed again and turned towards the door in the middle, 
pressing the doorbell.

The door opened slowly, revealing a grumpyGlooking man with tired 
eyes and wrinkled clothes, as if he hadn’t seen daylight in days. He greeted 
them without much enthusiasm, mumbling, “:ome in.” He led them into 
a small, cluttered apartment, the kind of place where it was clear he lived 
alone. Empty co8ee cups lay scattered around, and dust had settled over 
the furniture, giving the air a stale scent.

“Thanks,” Sophie said politely, giving him a brief smile.
They passed through the narrow hallway into the kitchen. The man 

gestured toward a small table with an old co8ee pot and a tray of what 
looked like pastries that had seen better days.

“Sit down,” he grumbled, dragging a chair out for himself and collapsing 
into it.

Harold sat down and glanced at the stale pastries. “Thank you,” he said, 
managing a polite smile.

The man Bust grunted, pushing the plate closer to them. “Help yourG
selves. I’ve lost my taste for sweets.”
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HE…RIU URYSE

The parrot was perched in the corner, looking as miserable as its ownG
er. Its feathers were dull and ru1ed, its eyes heavy and lifeless. Harold 
s‘uinted at the bird, something clicking in his mindqthere was clearly 
something deeply wrong here.

“Loesn’t it lookx kind of sad—” Harold said softly, moving closer to the 
parrot. He waved a Nnger at it, trying to coaO a response.

The bird turned abruptly, snapping at his Nnger. Harold Berked his hand 
back Bust in time, almost losing his balance. “Whoaj” He rubbed his Nnger 
and added with a smile, “6ooks like it’s taken a vow of silence, too.”

The man sighed and slumped back in his chair. “…ot usually. Fod, no.” 
He cast a sad look at the bird. “It’s like it’s Bust given up.”

He sighed heavily, dropping his gaDe to the table. “This started about 
Nve or siO months ago. I noticed it wasn’t Cying around like before, and 
then it got aggressiveqlike everything I did was wrong. I tried everything0 
handGfeeding it, playing music, even asking it for advice, but nothing 
worked.”

He shook his head, his eyes Nlled with a sadness that went beyond words. 
“It’s like it’s tired of life. …o matter what I do, it doesn’t respond. It used 
to perch on my shoulderqnow it Bust snaps at me. I feel like an enemy in 
my own home.”

Sophie frowned, glancing at Harold, who seemed to be trying to hide 
a smile while sideGeyeing the parrot, almost like he was dealing with a 
rebellious teenager. “-aybex it’s bored—” she suggested cautiously. “It 
seems like it’s lost its spark. -aybe it needs something new in its life.”

The man nodded slowly. “I’ve thought of that, too. I tried new toys, 
moved the cage aroundx nothing seems to help. It Bust gets more and more 
agitated.”

Harold nodded thoughtfully. “-aybe it needs more attentionqmore 
interaction—”

The man frowned, looking confused. “-ore attention— I spend all the 
time I can with it.”
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THE PET THERAPIST 

Harold nodded. “I get that. Mut, Bust like us, animals need variety. We all 
get tired of doing the same thing day after day.”

The man looked at the bird, which seemed even more deBected than 
when they had arrived. “6ike what— Am I supposed to take it on vacation—” 
he asked sarcastically.

Harold laughed. “-aybe not that eOtreme, but, you know, miO things 
up a bit. It’s not Bust the cage that might need a changeqit’s everything 
around it.”

The man let out a breath, seeming to ponder Harold’s words. “-aybe 
you’re right. Mut who would have thought that a bird could getx deG
pressed—”

“Mirds are incredibly sensitive creatures,” Sophie added, pulling her 
phone out of her pocket. She ‘uickly tapped into her chatbot. “6et’s see if 
we can get a bit of help here,” she muttered, typing in0 Parrot depression, 
animal behavior. “?kay, here we go. It says that parrots can eOperience 
something similar to depression. If they don’t have socialiDation or stimuG
lation, they become bored and start acting out.”

She looked up, meeting the man’s tired gaDe. “Parrots are also known to 
mimic their surroundingsqincluding humans.”

Harold perked up at that, glancing at the parrot, still sitting miserably 
on its perch. “That’s it. It’s mimicking you.”

The man looked from Harold to Sophie, bewildered. “What do you 
mean—”

Harold moved closer, lowering his voice. “If you’ve been downqfeeling 
lonely or upsetqyour parrot might be picking up on that. It’s like a mirG
ror, reCecting what’s happening around it. :ould it be that you’ve been 
struggling lately—”

The man seemed taken aback. “!ou’re sayingx it’s copying me—”
Harold nodded. “Gery likely. Parrots are highly emotional and very senG

sitive to their environment. If you’ve been going through a tough time, it 
could be a8ecting your bird. They’re mirrors for our emotions, especially 
when they’ve bonded with someone.”
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HE…RIU URYSE

Sophie nodded, looking up from her phone. “EOactly. There are multiG
ple documented instances of animals reCecting the emotional state of their 
owners. In a way, your bird has become a reCection of your sorrow, and it 
makes perfect sense.”

The man stared down at the table, his face etched with realiDation. “I 
used to think the bird was the problemqthat it was a8ecting me. Mut now 
that I think about it, maybe I’m the one who’s a8ecting the bird. ?r maybe 
it’s both of us, trapped in this cycle.”

He leaned back in his chair, his shoulders sagging with the weight of 
this newfound understanding. “I lost my wife about nine months ago,” 
he admitted, his voice barely above a whisper. “It’s been roughqrougher 
than I could have imagined. I guess I never realiDed how much it had gotten 
to me. I’ve Bust been eOisting, you know— …o energy, no motivation. The 
bird’s Bust been here, watching me fall apart.”

He paused, his voice cracking slightly. “Sometimes I Bust sit here staring 
out the window, feeling like the world is moving without me. And the 
birdx it’s like it’s tired, too, Bust from watching me give up.”

Harold nodded sympathetically. “It sounds like you’ve both been going 
through this together. And Bust like you, the bird is struggling. It’s been 
responding to your pain.”

The man looked at Harold, a Cicker of hope appearing in his eyes. “Sox 
what do I do— How do I help itqhow do I help myself—”

Harold smiled warmly. “The Nrst step is understanding what’s happenG
ing, and you’ve already done that. The neOt step is taking actionqbringing 
some life back into your routine. Lo things that make you happy, even if 
it’s Bust small things. The bird will notice the change in you.”

The man nodded slowly, as if the weight on his shoulders had lightened 
Bust a little. “I thinkx I think I could do that. There are things my wife 
and I used to do together. 6ittle rituals. After she passed, I stopped doing 
them because it felt wrong without her. Mut maybex maybe it’s time to 
start again.”
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THE PET THERAPIST 

Sophie smiled, leaning forward. “That sounds like a great plan. …ot only 
will it help you heal, but your parrot will also pick up on that positive 
energy.”

The man looked at Sophie, his eyes glistening slightly. “I think you’re 
right. It’s not Bust for the birdqit’s for me, too. -aybe we both need this.”

Harold clapped the man on the shoulder, his smile growing. “EOactly. 
Start small. Take care of yourself, and you’ll be surprised at how much it 
helps the bird.”

The man looked at the parrot, which seemed a little less droopy now, as if 
it had sensed the shift in the room. “It’s time for both of us to start moving 
forward,” he said softly, more to himself than to anyone else.

Sophie and Harold stood up, ready to leave. As they made their way to 
the door, Harold glanced back at the parrot. “!ou’ll be alright, buddy,” he 
said softly. The bird cocked its head slightly, a tiny glimmer of curiosity 
returning to its eyes.

The man led them out into the hallway, pausing at the door. “Thank 
you,” he said, his voice Nlled with gratitude. “I didn’t realiDe how much I 
needed this until now.”

Harold smiled. “We’re always here if you need us. And remember, you’re 
not alone in this.”

The man nodded, a small smile forming on his face. “Thank you. I 
thinkx I think we’ll be okay now.”

As Harold and Sophie made their way to the stairwell, Harold glanced at 
Sophie with a playful smirk. He coughed lightly and said, “So, this time 
we’re taking the elevator, right—”

Sophie put her hand on his chest, giving him a sly grin. “…o, no, no, 
we’re taking the stairs. :ome on, Harold. 6et’s see if that old Wolverine 
spirit can handle it.”

Harold rolled his eyes, but he couldn’t help smiling. “Alright, alright. 
6ead the way.”

HIH

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



HE…RIU URYSE

They started their descent, laughing together, ready to face whatever 
lay ahead. As they went down each Cight, Harold couldn’t help but feel 
that today, they hadn’t Bust helped a clientqthey’d given a bit of hope 
back to someone who desperately needed it. And, in a way, Harold realiDed 
that this eOperience had rekindled something in him too. He felt lighter, a 
renewed sense of purpose.

“Hey, Sophie,” he said as they reached the second Coor. “!ou know, I 
think I needed this Bust as much as he did.”

Sophie looked at him, a soft smile on her face. “I know, Harold. We all 
need a reminder sometimes that there’s still light at the end of the tunnel. 
And I think you Bust gave that man a glimpse of it today.”

Harold nodded, feeling a warmth spreading through him. “!eah, 
maybe.”

As they stepped out into the fresh air, Harold took a deep breath. Today 
had been a small victory, but it was enough. And that, he thought, was a 
good start.

HIJ

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Who Is Being 
Neutered First?

The smell of brewed coiee htH anrold Hhe mtupHe he sHe..ed tuHo Hhe 
oScez yo.hte sHood lnktl, b, her desg1 n wtde 0rtu ou her fnce nud her hnuds 
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vrml, .lnuHed ou her ht.sz “ bowl of ltcortce nud n row of coogtes snH uenHl, 
nrrnu0ed ou n .lnHe ueGH Ho Hhe coiee .oHz

yo.hte cnp0hH hts e,e nud Onshed n mtschte—ops smtlez j”ood morutu01 
anroldz ?gn,1 U dtd someHhtu0W’psH n ltHHle spr.rtse for ,opzY

anrold rntsed nu e,ebrow nud snH dowu nH hts desgz j?h- QhnH&s HhnH-Y
jBenh1 well1Y she be0nu1 sltdtu0 n chntr o—er Ho stH ueGH Ho htmz jU weuH 

Ho Hhts worgsho. Hhe oHher dn,Wn Henm!bptldtu0 ouez ?ue of Hhe .eo.le 
Hhere bptlH n chnHboH wtHh n PL“ 0nme1 dest0ued Ho dtsco—er .eo.le&s 
.ersounltHteszY yhe lnp0hed nud .otuHed nH Hhe ltcortcez jU Hhop0hH we copld 
seH Hhe Houe for opr dn, Hhts wn,zY

ThnH mnde anrold smtlez jInHprnll,1 Hhere ts n chnHboHzY
j?b—topsl,1Y yo.hte lnp0hedz jCpH he,1 U v0pred tH wopld be n 0renH wn, 

Ho sHnrH Hhe dn,q :lps1 U mnde tH cok,Wcoiee nud .nsHrtesz QhnH do ,op 
sn,-Y

anrold 0lnuced nH Hhe HrenHs ou dts.ln,z jamm1 U 0pess U cnu .pH p. wtHh 
HhnH tf tH&s .nrH of Hhe denl1Y he re.lted1 smtltu0 wr,l,z

j:erfecHqY yo.hte cln..ed her hnuds nud wht..ed opH her HnbleHz jMeH&s 
0eH sHnrHedqY

The 0nme wns ou her HnbleH1 nlrend, londed1 nud she be0nu H,.tu0z 
j“lrt0hH1 leH&s see whnH …hnH”:T hns tu sHore for ps1Y she 0rtuuedz

The vrsH 4pesHtou londed1 nud yo.hte 4ptcgl, rend tH nlopdF jTell ps 
nbopH ,opr fnmtl,z Qho nre Hhe Ho. v—e .eo.le tu ,opr ltfe-Y

anrold snH bncg tu hts chntrz jQell1 cerHntul, m, dnp0hHers1 ypsnu 
nud “uunz The,&re Heeun0ers1 nud HhnH comes wtHh n whole seH of tsspes 
Ho denl wtHhz 5e nud Hhetr moHherWm, eG!wtfeWwe hn—e Hhts wetrd 
bncg!nud!forHh ’t0snw .nHchworg of n relnHtousht.1 bpH we&re dotu0 whnH 
we cnu for Hhe 0trlszY

yo.hte uoddedz jU see1Y she sntd 4pteHl,z
IeGHF jQhnH wns ,opr lnsH —ncnHtou nccom.ltshmeuH-Y
The stleuce wns wnrmer Hhnu before1 more tu—tHtu0z yo.hte hestHnHed1 

clenrtu0 her HhronHz jQell6 wow1 U hn—eu&H 0oue ou —ncnHtou tu o—er n ,enrz 
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U&m .reHH, mpch nlwn,s here nH Hhe oSce or nH Hhe 0,m1 so6 ,enh1 uoH n loH 
of sHortes HherezY

anrold looged spr.rtsedz jIoH e—eu n shorH Hrt.-Y
jxmmm6 uoH renll,1Y she ndmtHHedz jU&m mosHl, ’psH6 herezY
j“lrt0hH Hheu1 0pess U&m p. ueGHqY anrold .nHHed Hhe HnbleH1 nud …hnH!

”:T res.ouded wtHhF j8n—ortHe Hhtu0 Ho do ou Hhe weegeud-Y
jIoH dtScplH1Y anrold sntd wtHh n 0lenm tu hts e,ez jyome of m, 

besH memortes nre of me Hngtu0 m, dnp0hHers Ho Hhe woodsz Qe 0o ou 
htgesWsomeHtmes wtHh Hhetr do01 someHtmes ’psH Hhe Hhree of psz UH&s utce 
Ho escn.e nud brenHhe tu some fresh ntr1 ,op guow- “ud tH&s utce Ho chnH 
wtHh Hhem6 wheu Hhe,&re tu Hhe moodzY ae smtledz

yo.hte smtled .oltHel,1 bpH Hhere wnsu&H mpch she copld nddz yhe ge.H 
H,.tu01 nud …hnH”:T nsged1 jQhnH wopld ,op coustder Hhe .erfecH weeg!
eud for ,oprself-Y

yhe clenred her HhronH n0ntuz jxh6 U&d .robnbl, htH Hhe 0,m1 worg opH1 
mn,be 0eH some Hnsgs douezY

anrold chpcgled n btHz jIoH mpch Htme for fpu1 hph-Y
jRh1 uoH renll,1Y she sntd wtHh nu nwgwnrd smtlez
“ud so tH weuHz 8or e—er, 4pesHtou HhnH …hnH”:T nsged1 anrold hnd 

elnbornHe nuecdoHes nbopH hts dnp0hHers1 hts eG!wtfe1 or hn..eutu0s tu hts 
ltfez C, com.nrtsou1 yo.hte copld oul, mnun0e n cop.le of seuHeucesz UH 
becnme clenr how dtiereuH Hhetr soctnl lt—es werez

The ueGH 4pesHtouF jQhnH nre ,op mosH nfrntd of-Y
anrold dtdu&H hestHnHez jMostu0 m, dnp0hHersz ThnH&s Hhe worsH Hhtu0 U 

copld tmn0tuez The,&—e beeu Hhrop0h n loH1 nud U lo—e Hhem nlwn,szY
jxh1Y sntd yo.hte1 loogtu0 nwn,z jMostu0 m, ’ob1 U Hhtugz ?r6 ,enh6 

HhnH&s tHzY
anrold 0n—e her n gtud smtlez jBop worg n loHWtH seems ltge ,op dou&H 

hn—e Htme for nu,Hhtu0 elsez 5n,be ,op shopld Hnge some Htme oizY
yo.hte smtled bncg sh,l,z j5n,bez ?gn,1 euop0h of Hhe self!nunl,stsz 

MeH&s 0eH bncg Ho bpstuess for Hhe dn,zY
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jQell1 anrold1 Hhts oue6 Hhts ts nu odd cnse1Y she sntd1 hnudtu0 Hhe HnbleH 
Ho htmz jQe&re 0otu0 Ho —tstH n mnrrted cop.le who hn—e Hwo cnHsz The, 
dou&H guow tf Hhe, shopld uepHer Hhem or wheu Hhe rt0hH Htme tszY

anrold shrp00ed1 oiertu0 n hnlf!smtle tu reHpruz jBop guow1 n fntrl, 
H,.tcnl coupudrpmz aecg1 HhnH&s pucerHntu for n loH of .eo.lezY

jBp.1Y yo.hte n0reed1 .o..tu0 n .tece of ltcortce tu her mopHhz jCpH6 
U menu1 wh, uoH ’psH nsg ,opr —eH- Qell1 HhnH&s where we come tuzY yhe 
benmedz j?f coprse1 U&—e cousplHed …hnH”:T nud hn—e n few Ht.sq Rnrl, 
uepHertu0 hns tHs owu .ros nud cous1 ns does wntHtu0z InHprnll,1 enrl, 
uepHertu0 cnu redpce some henlHh rtsgs bpH mt0hH htuder Hhetr 0rowHhzY

yhe couHtuped1 bprsHtu0 wtHh tuformnHtou1 rolltu0 Hhrop0h fopr or v—e 
.osstble .ros nud cous ns anrold uodded1 bpH hts Hhop0hHs seemed else!
wherez xspnll,1 he&d be Hhe oue Ho 0eH tu—ol—ed tu Hhe stHpnHtou nud shnre 
hts Hhop0hHsz CpH Hodn,1 he wns 4pteHz ae looged .eust—ez

jQhnH do ,op Hhtug1 anrold-Y yo.hte looged p. from her screeuz
ae st0hed dee.l,1 0t—tu0 n smnll shnge of hts hendz jU dou&H guow1 yo.htez 

5n,be tH&s ’psH me1 bpH U hn—e Hhts feeltu0 HhnH Hhere&s more Ho tH Hhnu meeHs 
Hhe e,ezY

yhe looged bncg nH her screeuz j:erhn.s tH&s ’psH oue of Hhose dn,sz Qe&ll 
show p.1 Hnlg Ho Hhem nud Hhetr cnHs1 nud tH&ll be vuez QhnH copld 0o 
wrou0-Y

anrold uodded wengl,z yomeHhtu0 felH oi nbopH Hhe whole stHpnHtouz 
yomeHhtu0 wns mtsstu01 ns tf Hhere wns n .tece of Hhe sHor, Hhe, hndu&H seeu 
,eHz

yo.hte upd0ed anrold wtHh n chpcgle ns Hhe, wnlged Ho Hhe cnr .nrged 
fprHher dowu Hhe sHreeHz anrold .erged p. nud rntsed nu e,ebrowz

jQhnH&s so fpuu,-Y he sHpHHered1 fpmbltu0 wtHh hts cnr ge,sz
yo.hte 0n—e htm n wtcged 0rtu nud shoog her hendz jU wns ’psH Hhtugtu06 

,op&re renll, 0ood wtHh ,opr fnmtl,z Bop s.eng so benpHtfpll, nbopH ,opr 
dnp0hHersz Bop&re Hhe gtud of 0p, U&d wnuH tf U e—er 0oH mnrrtedzY

anrold sHo..ed nud Hprued Hownrd herWuoH spre whnH Ho mnge of HhnH 
nH vrsH1 Hheu lnp0htu0z jyertopsl,1 yo.hte- yomeoue ltge me-Y
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jBp.6Y she ge.H smtltu0z jBop&—e 0oH Hhts e—eu1 res.oustble euer0,z “ud 
Hhe mnsst—e hntr nud benrd dou&H hprH1 etHherz “ btH rop0h nropud Hhe ed0es1 
bpH de.eudnblezY

anrold shoog hts hend nud held Hhe cnr door o.eu for herz j5nu1 tH&s 
Hrtcg,1Y he sntd wtHh n lnp0hz jCpH U do whnH U cnuz ”ood Ho henr U&m uoH 
com.leHel, messtu0 tH nll p.zY

yo.hte fnsHeued her senHbelH1 sHtll smtltu0z jBop&re dotu0 n 0renH ’obz 
Bop&re uoH some mncho 0p, who refpses Ho Hnge res.oustbtltH,z Bop owu 
p. Ho ,opr mtsHngesWHhnH&s .reHH, rnrezY

anrold smtled ns he sHnrHed Hhe cnrz jThnugs1 yo.htez ThnH menus n loHzY

yo.hte nud anrold euHered Hhe cop.le&s smnll home1 nud Hhere wns n .nl!
.nble Heustou tu Hhe ntrz UH wnsu&H pucomforHnble1 bpH Hhere wns n stleuce 
hnu0tu0 beHweeu Hhe cop.lez “ slt0hHl, chpbb, womnu wtHh n Ht0hH smtle 
showed Hhem tuHo Hhe lt—tu0 room1 where Hwo lnr0e cnHs snH tu n cn0e1 
wnHchtu0 wtHh cold1 bend, e,esz

j…ome tu1Y Hhe wtfe sntd1 .otuHtu0 Ho Hhe copch where her hpsbnud snH 
wtHh hts nrms crossedz ae looged ltge n mnu who hndu&H mo—ed from HhnH 
s.oH tu ,enrsz

anrold e,ed Hhe cnHs tu Hhe cn0e nud rntsed nu e,ebrowz ae Hrted Ho be 
snrcnsHtc wtHhopH oieudtu0z jThe, dou&H seem6 .nrHtcplnrl, cnlmzY

The womnu uoddedz jBes1 Hhe,&re —er, cnlmWes.ectnll, wheu Hhe,&re tu 
Hhe cn0ez Uf Hhe, were opH1 nll hell wopld breng loosez UH&s besH Hhe, sHn, tu 
HherezY

The hpsbnud1 stHHtu0 ou Hhe copch1 0lnuced p. nH Hhem nud s.oge tu n 
low1 0rpi —otcez jThe, 0o1 or U 0oz U&—e hnd euop0hzY

yo.hte .plled opH her HnbleH Ho cousplH Hhe chnHboH1 ob—topsl, reltshtu0 
Hhetr bncg!nud!forHhz jyo1 ts HhnH wh, ,op&re coustdertu0 uepHertu0- To 
cnlm Hhem dowu-Y
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The hpsbnud looged Htredz jU dou&H guow tf uepHertu0 wtll ncHpnll, 
cnlm Hhem dowu1 bpH U ho.e tH chnu0es someHhtu0Wnu,Hhtu01Y he sntd1 
uoddtu0 Hownrds hts wtfez

anrold whts.ered Ho yo.hte1 jUH loogs ltge Hhe mnu ueeds hel. nlmosH ns 
mpch ns Hhe cnHs dozY

The wtfe 0lnuced nH anrold1 her —otce drt..tu0 wtHh snrcnsmz j“re ,op 
spre tH wtll worg-Y

Cefore anrold copld res.oud1 she moHtoued Hownrds her hpsbnudz jU 
shopld hn—e uepHered htm ,enrs n0ozY

The hpsbnud rolled hts e,es ns tf Ho sn,1 uoH Hhts ’oge n0ntuz janhn1 —er, 
fpuu,1Y he mpHHered Heusel,z

anrold fop0hH bncg n 0rtu1 loogtu0 beHweeu Hhemz jaold ou ’psH n 
secoud1Y he sntd1 holdtu0 p. hts hnudsz jyomeHhtu0 Hells me Hhere&s more 
0otu0 ou here Hhnu ’psH Hhese cnHs ncHtu0 p.z “m U wrou0-Y

The wtfe 0n—e her hpsbnud n loog HhnH copld cpH 0lnssz The hpsbnud 
reHprued tH wtHh e4pnl dtsdntuz

anrold .pshed nwn, from Hhe Hnble1 lenutu0 bncg tu hts chntr ns Heustou 
bptlH beHweeu Hhe cop.lez yo.hte1 stHHtu0 bestde htm1 Hrted Ho sHtOe n smtle1 
seustu0 Hhe stHpnHtou&s nbsprdtH, nud how 4ptcgl, tH hnd s.trnled opH of 
couHrolz

The wtfe1 brengtu0 Hhe stleuce1 s.oge p. wtHh n mtG of nuuo,nuce nud 
frpsHrnHtouz jIow ,op pudersHnud wh, U mnde Hhe uepHertu0 ’oge-Y yhe 
locged e,es wtHh anroldz jThe rensou ts HhnH he&s beeu .oHHertu0 nropud for 
,enrs1 dtsn..enrtu0 who guows where dprtu0 Hhe ut0hHs or weegeuds1 nud 
U ue—er 0oH n sHrnt0hH nuswer nbopH whnH he wns p. Hoz U hnd m, sps.tctous1 
nud menuwhtle1 U wns ’psH here1 nlouezY

The hpsbnud 0ronued1 hts e,es rolltu0 tu eGns.ernHtouz j?h1 come ou1 
anuuez ThnH&s uoH how tH ts nu,morez U&m home uow1 nreu&H U-Y

jBes1 ,op&re home uow1Y she sun..ed1 jbpH HhnH doesu&H chnu0e whnH 
,op dtd bncg Hheuz U sHtll dou&H guow where ,op were1 who ,op were wtHh1 
or whnH ,op were dotu0zY
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anrold eGchnu0ed n 0lnuce wtHh yo.hte1 who wns bnrel, couHntutu0 her 
lnp0hHer behtud her hnudz QhnH sHnrHed ns n cou—ersnHtou nbopH uepHertu0 
cnHs hnd swtfHl, Hprued tuHo someHhtu0 euHtrel, dtiereuHz

The hpsbnud1 Hprutu0 Ho anrold1 rntsed hts —otcez j“ud whnH nbopH 
her-Y ae 0esHpred Hownrds hts wtfez jyhe gee.s Helltu0 me U&m bortu0 uow 
HhnH U&m nlwn,s home1 bpH she&s uo beHHerz yhe stHs wtHh her frteuds nll dn, 
nH worg or opH nH lpuch1 nud U hn—eu&H hnd n sn, tu nu,Hhtu0zY

There wns n momeuH of stleuce1 chnr0ed wtHh Heustou beHweeu Hhe Hwo 
of Hhemz yo.hte shoH anrold n .otuHed loog1 rntstu0 her e,ebrows ns tf Ho 
sn,1 “re ,op 0otu0 Ho sHe. tu-

anrold snH bncg p.1 spddeul, resolpHez yo.hte hnd ’psH Hold htm he wns 
n rensounble1 deceuH hpmnu betu01 nud she guew HhnH hts .nHteuce nud 
em.nHh, were hts mosH uoHnble 4pnltHtesz yhe eG.ecHed htm Ho do whnH he 
dtd besHWcnlml, de!escnlnHe Hhe stHpnHtouz CpH Hhts Htme1 anrold spr.rtsed 
herz

anrold rose Ho hts fpll stG!fooH!v—e het0hH1 hts .reseuce spddeul, com!
mnudtu0 Hhe roomz ats —otce wns vrm1 ,eH uoH pugtudz jRuop0hqY ae 
rntsed hts —otce slt0hHl,1 euop0h Ho mnge boHh of Hhem fnll stleuHz jU&—e seeu 
Hhts fnr Hoo mnu, HtmesWwhnH nre ,op Hwo e—eu dotu0 here-Y

yo.hte&s e,es wtdeuedz Thts wns n stde of anrold she hndu&H seeu beforez 
ae wns uo lou0er Hhe 4pteH1 .nHteuH oue who wopld cnrefpll, stdesHe. 
couOtcHz UusHend1 he wns Hngtu0 chnr0e1 hts —otce resounHtu0 tu Hhe smnll 
lt—tu0 roomz

anrold mo—ed closer1 lenutu0 tu Hownrds Hhe cop.le1 hts Houe sofHeutu0 
bpH sHn,tu0 npHhortHnHt—ez jBop Hwo hn—e beeu Henrtu0 ench oHher dowu for 
,enrsz ytHHtu0 here1 tu ,opr ltHHle hopse1 .tcgtu0 nH ench oHher nud pstu0 
e—er, .ercet—ed fnplH ns nmmputHtouzY

The  hpsbnud  sHnrHed  Ho  res.oud1  bpH  anrold  held  p.  hts  hnudz 
jIoWsHo.z Us Hhts renll, how ,op wnuH Ho lt—e ,opr lt—es-Y

The wtfe o.eued her mopHh Ho sn, someHhtu01 bpH anrold&s 0nke stleuced 
herz jU&m uoH 0otu0 Ho ltsHeu Ho nu, more nccpsnHtous or blnmez Uf ,op wnuH 
hel. wtHh ,opr cnHs1 we&ll do HhnHzY
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8or n momeuH1 Hhe room wns pHHerl, stleuHz yo.hte snH1 e,ebrows rntsed 
tu ndmtrnHtouz yhe hndu&H eG.ecHed Hhtsz anrold wns sHnudtu0 Hhere1 hts feeH 
vrml, .lnuHed1 ltge someoue who hnd vunll, hnd euop0h of Hhe .eHHtuessz

The hpsbnud looged dowu1 stleuH for n few secouds before vunll, uod!
dtu0z The wtfe followed sptH1 her hnuds resHtu0 tu her ln.z The d,unmtc 
tu Hhe room shtfHedJ tH felH ltge someHhtu0 hnd vunll, beeu ncguowled0ed 
beHweeu HhemWsomeHhtu0 Hhe, boHh guew bpH hnd ue—er sntd opH lopdz

anrold Hoog n dee. brenHh1 re0ntutu0 hts com.osprez j“lrt0hH Hheuz Ko 
we sHnrH wtHh Hhe cnHs1 or do etHher of ,op hn—e someHhtu0 else ,op ueed Ho 
0eH oi ,opr chesH vrsH-Y

The cop.le looged nH ench oHher1 Hhetr eG.resstous sofHeutu0 for Hhe vrsH 
Htmez The wtfe s.oge vrsH1 her —otce mpch 4pteHer uowz j5n,be6 mn,be 
we ueed Ho Hnlg nbopH ps1 HoozY

The hpsbnud uoddedz jBenhz U Hhtug we dozY
anrold smtled slt0hHl,1 relte—edz j”oodz ThnH&s n sHnrHzY

“ few dn,s lnHer1 yo.hte wns stHHtu0 nH her desg nH Hhe oSce1 couHtuptu0 her 
worgz ypddeul,1 she looged p. tu spr.rtsez jThe, .ntdq Bop&—e 0oH Ho be 
gtddtu0 meWHhe, ncHpnll, .ntdqY

jQhnH-Y anrold looged p.1 spr.rtsedz
jBenh1 Hhe cop.le wtHh Hhe cnHsWHhe, .ntdq U houesHl, dtdu&H Hhtug Hhe, 

wopldzY
anrold lenued bncg tu hts chntr1 n .lensed smtle formtu0 ou hts fncez jU 

hnd n feeltu0 Hhe, wopldz The, 0oH n 0ood denlWsome HrpHh HhnH Hhe, 
.robnbl, hndu&H henrd tu ,enrsz 5n,be HhnH&s eGncHl, whnH Hhe, ueededzY

yo.hte shoog her hend tu dtsbeltefz janrold1 U hn—e Ho ndmtH1 U Hhop0hH 
Hhe, were 0otu0 Ho slnm Hhe door tu opr fnces nud refpse Ho .n, Hhe btllz U 
dtdu&H see Hhts comtu0zY

anrold shrp00edz jyomeHtmes1 tH&s Hhe hnrsh renltH, HhnH o.eus .eo.le&s 
e,esz 5n,be uo oue hnd e—er .pH tH opH Hhere for Hhem ltge HhnH beforezY
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TaR :RT TaRK“:UyT 

yo.hte looged nH htm Hhop0hHfpll,1 n smnll smtle ou her lt.sz j5n,be 
,op&re rt0hHz 5n,be HhnH&s opr ’ob hereWHo oier .eo.le Hhe HrpHhs Hhe, 
dtdu&H renltke Hhe, were mtsstu0zY

anrold uodded1 hts 0nke Hhop0hHfplz jUH&s uoH nlwn,s whnH .eo.le wnuH 
Ho henr1 bpH someHtmes1 tH&s eGncHl, whnH Hhe, ueedzY

yo.hte lenued bncg tu her chntr1 n loog of res.ecH tu her e,esz jU 0pess HhnH 
mnges ps more Hhnu ’psH .eH Hhern.tsHs1 doesu&H tH-Y

anrold smtledz jBenhz U 0pess tH doeszY
jCpH Hell me1 anrold1 whnH mnde ,op so p.seH wtHh Hhe old cop.le- UH 

seemed ltge tH Hopched someHhtu0 dee. tustde ,op1 n s.oH where ,op&—e 
htddeu 4ptHe n loH of euer0,-Y yo.hte nsged nfHer n few momeuHsz

anrold seemed nmnked nud hnd Ho Hhtug for n momeuH before nuswer!
tu0z jTo be houesH1 yo.hte1 U nsged m,self Hhe snme 4pesHtou wheu U 0oH 
homez Io1 tH&s uoH nbopH Hhetr bnd nHHtHpdes Hownrd ench oHherz UH&s Hhe 
whole Hheme of uepHertu0WHhnH&s n Hop0h oue for nll meuzY

yo.hte sHnred nH htm1 Hr,tu0 Ho v0pre opH whnH wns 0otu0 ou tu hts mtudz
“fHer n whtle1 anrold couHtuped wtHh n smnll smtlez jBop nlrend, guow 

U ltge 8repdz ae wns n Hop0h 0p,1 sn,tu0 HhnH Hhe dee.esH fenr for nll meu ts 
Hhe fenr of betu0 uepHeredz Bop copld sn, HhnH uepHertu0 ts Hhe plHtmnHe eud 
of mnscpltutH,1 Hhe dee.!dowu nuGteH, of desHrpcHtouz UH&s Hhe snme rensou 
mnu, meu n—otd Hhern.,6 tH copld be seeu ns Hhe eud of Hhetr mnscpltue 
tdeuHtH,zY

jQow1Y yo.hte rencHedz jThnH&s sertops bpstuessz yo mpch nH sHnge ’psH 
becnpse n cop.le of mnle cnHs ueed Ho be uepHeredzY

anrold smtled n ltHHle1 loogtu0 somewhnH embnrrnssedz jBes1 HhnH&s how 
we nreWnuGtops nud —ntuzY

jCpH Hhere&s more Ho tH6 n more nmpstu0 .nrH1Y anrold couHtupedz 
j5nu, ,enrs n0o1 dprtu0 m, vrsH mnrrtn0e1 we hnd Hwo cnHs HhnH nlso ueeded 
Ho be uepHeredz “s Hhe dn, n..ronched1 U felH worse nud worse1 nud lnHer ou1 
wheu tH wns doue1 U felH Herrtble1 ltge n HrntHor1 bprdeued wtHh 0ptlHzY

yo.hte broge tu1 clenrl, eu0n0edz jBop renll, weuH Hhrop0h wtHh tH1 e—eu 
wheu ,op felH so bnd-Y
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aRIKUA AKxyR

jThere&s more Ho Hhe sHor,6 Hhop0h tH doesu&H .pH me tu n fn—ornble 
lt0hH1Y anrold ndmtHHedz j“ few ,enrs lnHer1 U meH Hhe —eHertunrtnu n0ntuWU 
dou&H e—eu remember Hhe occnstouWbpH U psed Hhe o..orHputH, Ho Hnlg Ho 
htm nbopH Hhe cnHs nud m, ltu0ertu0 0ptlHz ae nsged me Ho stH dowu whtle 
he weuH Ho vud n brtefcnse nud sHnrHed browstu0 Hhrop0h some .n.ersz ae 
nsged for Hhe mouHh of Hhe .rocedpre1 nud Hheu1 Ho m, spr.rtse1 he nsged 
tf boHh cnHs were blncgz U uodded1 nud Hheu he looged nH me tuHeuHl, nud 
sntd1 LUf Hhts cnu remntu n secreH beHweeu Hhe Hwo of ps1 U Hhtug U cnu hel. 
,opz& U uodded tu nmnkemeuHz LThe, 0oH nwn,q& he sntdzY

yo.hte sntd uoHhtu0 bpH looged nH anrold wtHh wtde e,esz
anrold couHtuped1 jThe —eH couvded HhnH he hnd nlwn,s hnd mtGed 

feeltu0s nbopH .erformtu0 cnsHrnHtous1 whtch he hnd doue mnu, Htmesz To 
sorH of co.e wtHh tH1 he mnde n few eGce.HtousWsomeHtmes for cnHs wtHh 
eGHrn!lnr0e HesHtclesz ae sntd1 LThe, shopld hn—e Hhetr chnuce Ho lt—e opH 
Hhetr pr0es ou behnlf of nll cnHsz& ae seemed n ltHHle n.olo0eHtc1 nud mn,be 
relte—ed Ho clenr hts couscteucez CpH U wns ’psH 0rnHefplzY

jQhnH n crnk, sHor,1Y yo.hte mnun0ed Ho sn,z
jBes1 ,op&re rt0hH1Y anrold re.ltedz jQe meuWnud HomcnHsWhn—e Ho 

sHnud tu soltdnrtH,zY
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The Animal You 
Tamed Is Your 

Responsibility for 
Life
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HENRIK KRUSE

Sophie scrolled through various quote websites, her eyes xned om the co-k
puter screem as she worfed to co-e up with the per.ect slogam .or the 
co-pamyP It had beem am emtire -ormimg spemt tryimg to cra.t so-ethimg 
epic .or the Tet —herapist“so-ethimg that would e-body what they truly 
didP She wamted a logo that would be suitable to hamg om the wall im the 
receptiom area“so-ethimg that would -afe people say, !—his is why we 
co-e here”O

She glamced at Harold, who was im the -iddle o. brewimg coMeeP She had 
prepared a list o. .avorite quotes to share with hi-P

!Gfay, Harold, listem to this,O she said, her voice -ore ami-ated tham it 
had beem all weefP !I ca-e across this quote .ro- :ahat-a ‘amdhij ’—he 
greatmess o. a matiom amd its -oral progress cam be Wudged by the way its 
ami-als are treatedP? Yhat do you thimf…O

Harold set his coMee -ug dowm, loofed up, amd shruggedP !Aeah, it 
soumds good, but it?s sort o. heavy, dom?t you thimf… Ye?re mot the UNPO

Sophie rolled her eyes amd chucfledP !Aeah, yeah, but Wust i-agimeD it 
-afes us .eel life we belomg to so-ethimg big, so-ethimg moblePO

!I guess we?re -ore im the s-allkti-e busimess them“helpimg people 
xmd out whether their ha-ster has FCHC or mot,O he shot bacf with a 
grimP

Sophie toof a deep breath amd -oved to the ment quoteP !Jime them, how 
about thisj ’4arimg .or ami-als is tafimg care o. li.eP?O

Harold toof a sip o. his coMeeP !It soumds life so-ethimg you?d see 
writtem om a re.rigerator -agmetP Aou fmow, ome o. those omes you buy at 
a gas statiomPO

Sophie put her hamd om her hip amd gave hi- a dirty loofP !Fre you 
tryimg to be diLcult…O

Harold laughed, shruggimgP !zust beimg realisticP Flright, let?s hear the 
ment omePO

Sophie squimted at her screem, readWustimg her glassesP !Flright, try mu-k
ber threej ’—hey give us everythimg, so we cam give the- our bestP?O

Harold arched am eyebrow amd s-iledP !Now that ome?s mot badPO
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—HE TE— —HERFTIS— 

Sophie  modded  triu-phamtlyP  !Right…  Ye  could  put  that  om 
posters“-afe it our -ottoPO

Harold ficfed bacf im his chair, pattimg her shoulderP !—his is gomma be 
bigP Ye?ll be the Calai 5a-as o. pet carePO

Sophie laughedP !Fmd there?s ome -oreP It?s mot enactly a slogam, but it?s 
pretty umiquej ’Aou are respomsible .orever .or what you have ta-edP?O

Harold .rowmed, givimg her a quiVVical loofP !Yhere?s that .ro-…O
Sophie glamced bacf at the screemP !SaimtkEnup6ryP He was a writer amd 

poet .ro- JramcePO
Harold modded slowlyP !SaimtkEnup6ryD that soumds .a-iliarP —ell -e 

-orePO
Sophie scrolled a bit .urther amd enclai-ed, !Aeah, he was a pilot tooP Fm 

aviatiom piomeer” Tretty encitimg stuMPO
Harold s-iled lightlyP !Ism?t he the guy who wrote —he 5ittle Trimce…O
!Enactly, Harold”O Sophie clapped her hamdsP !—hat?s hi-P It?s about a 

little boy who talfs with a .on that enplaims the diMeremt stages o. li.e to 
hi-PO

Harold modded, -e-ories co-img bacfP !Aeah, mow I re-e-berP Fmd 
the .on teaches hi- aboutD respomsibility…O

Sophie s-iledP !AesP —he quote itsel. is actually lomger, but this part 
stood out to -ej ’Aou are respomsible .orever .or what you have ta-edP? 
It?s really pro.oumdPO

Harold modded thought.ullyP !It dexmitely isPO
Sophie comtimued, !I?ve beem thimfimg, you fmow, Harold, -aybe it?s 

ti-e .or a mew slogamP So-ethimg .reshP F story behimd the quotes, but 
also so-ethimg that reBects good busimessP I. we do well, we could evem 
-ove out o. this .actory district amd remt a highkemd spot dowmtowmPO

Harold sat bacf, his coMee hal.way to his lipsP !F mice place dowmtowm…O
!Aes” 4am you i-agime…O Sophie said, encite-emt im her voiceP !F place 

with lots o. wimdows amd matural lightD -aybe evem a little ca.6 dowm the 
street where we could tafe cliemts .or coMee a.ter comsultatiomsP It would 
be so coVy” I cam already picture itPO
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HENRIK KRUSE

Harold re-aimed quiet, starimg oM imto the distamce .or a .ew -o-emtsP 
!It soumds aweso-e, but cam we aMord the remt…O he asfed cautiouslyP !I 
-eam, I dom?t fmow -uch about that, but I Wust xmished payimg oM the 
7olvo repair billP I?d be wary o. gettimg imto high xned costsPO

Sophie chucfled, a-used by his cautiousmessP !Harold, are you seriously 
beimg the xmamcially respomsible ome here… —hat?s usually -y role” I-agime 
it“us, im this -oderm climic dowmtowm, with people walfimg by amd loofk
img im through the wimdowsP ’—hat loofs so pro.essiomal”? they?d thimfPO

Harold modded, though he said mothimg -oreP
Sophie dialed bacf her emthusias- a littleP !Ye?ve really -ade so-e 

strides, havem?t we, Harold… —he rabbits, the cats we saved .ro- meuterimg, 
the parrot with depressiom“holy shit, we?ve dome so-e a-aVimg stuMPO

She poured hersel. so-e coMee, amd Harold modded im agree-emtP 
!Aeah, it has beem so-ethimg, to be homestPO

Sophie leamed bacf im her chairP !Fmyway, we?ve got our ment -issiomP 
Ye?re goimg to visit am elderly couple im this episodeP Gme o. their dogsD 
I?ll give you ome guess about what happemedPO

Harold loofed imtriguedP !H--P Fre they gettimg amother dog… Gr 
-aybe the dogs have behavioral proble-s…O

Sophie grimmed amd shoof her headP !No, their comcerm is that their dogs 
are too spoiledP —alf about a lunury proble-”O

Fm elderly wo-am ma-ed Ireme showed Sophie amd Harold imto her s-all, 
quaimt gardem mear the char-img little house she shared with her husbamd, 
Yillia-P —he gardem was alive with color .ro- Ireme?s beloved BowersP

She gave the- a sweet s-ile, gemtly pettimg the silfy leaves o. her plamts 
as she poimted at the-P !—hese are -y rosesP I?ve beem carimg .or the- .or 
over tem yearsPO

Sophie thamfed her amd asfed Ireme .or tips om -afimg the roses loof so 
beauti.ulP :eamwhile, Harold was -ore imterested im the large bushes that 
.or-ed a matural hedge aroumd the gardemP He poimted to ome o. the-, 
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—HE TE— —HERFTIS— 

curiosity im his eyesP !Yhat fimd o. plamt is that… It loofs life it?s thrivimg 
herePO

Ireme positively bea-edP !—hat?s a lilac bushP Im the sprimg, it s-ells 
womder.ul amd brimgs im so -amy beesP It?s -y little mature cormerPO

Sophie s-iled lightly, glamcimg at HaroldP !Aou see- to be tafimg -ore 
o. am imterest im gardemimg tham usual, HaroldPO

!Aou cam always learm so-ethimg mew,O he s-iled, steppimg closer to tafe 
a deep breath o. the .resh gardem airP

Ireme?s voice so.temed as she comtimuedP !Yillia- amd I love our gark
dem“it feeps us both active amd re-imds us that we?re still commected to 
maturePO

She led the- aroumd the gardem, her tome shi.timgP !9ut it wasm?t the 
plamts that -ade -e call you hereP It?s about our dogD amd, well, -y 
husbamd Yillia-PO Her voice grew -ore seriousP !He has a particularly 
tight bomd with the dogs, amd mow that the oldest ome has .allem ill, we 
have to decide how lomg we should feep hi-P It?s goimg to be so hard to 
say goodbyeP Fmd there?s also the questiom o. whether or mot we should 
get amother dogP Jor Yillia-, it would be a real culture shocf without omeP 
I Wust fmow the house would be too quietPO

She paused, her eyes searchimg .or the right wordsP !Gme o. the biggest 
diMeremces betweem -e amd Yillia- im our relatiomship with ami-als is 
how we each commect to the-P I xmd pets co-.ortimg2 they brimg Woy to 
the houseP 9ut .or Yillia-, it?s deeperP He?s commected with the- im a way 
that I mever couldP So-eti-es, I .eel life he?s -ore bomded to the ami-als 
tham to peoplePO

Ireme loofed oM imto the distamce, a so.t s-ile om her .aceP !It?s mot Wust 
the dogsP Yillia- also shares a special bomd with our gramdchildrem, Sarah 
amd zohmP —hey -eam the world to hi-P He?s am a-aVimg gramd.atherP 
Yhemever the childrem co-e here, he?s life a diMeremt persomP His .ace 
lights upP I see that sa-e Woy im hi- with the dogsP —hey give hi- so-ethimg 
that mo ome else camPO
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HENRIK KRUSE

Sophie modded gemtly, her enpressiom pemsiveP !It soumds life the dogs 
amd the gramdfids give hi- so-ethimgD so-ethimg that he meedsPO

!Aes, enactly,O Ireme said, her voice tre-blimg a littleP !It?s life they xll a 
void .or hi-PO

—hey comtimued walfimg through the gardem, headimg toward the houseP 
Ireme spofe agaim, her voice -ore deter-imedP !I wamted to give you am 
idea o. what we?re dealimg with be.ore we go imsideP Yillia-?s im the livimg 
roo-“or what we call the libraryP He loves his boofsPO

Ireme led the- imto the houseP —he hallway was cra-ped, the air xlled 
with the scemt o. old boofs amd polished woodP —hey emtered the library, 
xmdimg Yillia- seated im a large ar-chair, a boof restimg im his lap, his 
glasses perched hal.way dowm his moseP —he other dog lay loyally at his .eet, 
loofimg up with a bright enpressiom as they emteredP

!—here you are,O Ireme whisperedP
Yillia- loofed up amd s-iled war-ly at the mewco-ersP !Hello, you 

two,O he greeted the-, his gaVe so.temimg as he loofed at IremeP !:aybe 
you could -afe us all so-e coMee, dear…O

Ireme s-iled, modded, amd disappeared imto the fitchem to -afe so-e 
coMeeP Yillia- strofed the dog lyimg at his .eet, givimg it a gemtle mudgeP 
He loofed dowm at the ami-al, his .ace clouded with sadmessP

!Aeah, it?s gomma be rough,O he -uttered, his eyes limgerimg om the dogP 
!Not -uch ti-e le.tP It?s toughP Fmd them there?s the questiom o. gettimg 
amother dogP Havimg a dog is worf“we fmew that .ro- the startP 9utD 
they?re -y little co-pamiomsP I Wust dom?t fmow how -uch lomger I cam do 
itP It?s a battle o. emduramce at this poimt“who?s goimg to give im xrst, -e 
or the dogPO

—he roo- xlled with a thicf silemce, amd Harold loofed over at SophieP 
She glamced bacf at hi-, both o. the- -oved by Yillia-?s heart.elt wordsP

!Fmd you .eel the sa-e way about your gramdfids, I i-agime,O Harold 
said, gesturimg towards so-e portraits displayed om a s-all tableP He mok
ticed a picture om the wall“two childrem s-ilimg brightlyP
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—HE TE— —HERFTIS— 

Yillia-?s .ace so.temed as he .ollowed Harold?s gaVeP !Imdeed,O he 
replied, a s-ile spreadimg across his .aceP !—hey?re -y pride amd WoyP —hey 
-eam everythimg to -ePO He loofed .omdly at the photosP !—hey?re growk
img up so .astP I cam barely feep upPO

F.ter a brie. pause, Yillia- spofe agaim, his eyes mever leavimg the pick
turesP !—he love I have .or -y gramdfidsD it?s a lot life what I .eel .or -y 
dogsP It?s about care amd respomsibilityP It?s mowhere mear the sa-e, but 
there?s a si-ilarity, a semse o. duty that rums through bothPO

Ireme returmed with the coMee, placimg the cups om the tableP She loofed 
at Yillia-, her .ace wreathed im gemtle seriousmessP !Aes, it?s beem a douk
blekedged sword,O she said, her tome aMectiomateP !Yillia- has always had 
a matural aLmity with childremP —hey gravitate towards hi-, amd it?s beem 
womder.ul, trulyP —hey cam barely reach the .romt door be.ore they?re 
beggimg .or his attemtiomPO

She gaVed at Yillia- as he strofed the dogP !He?s always beem their 
goldem gramdpa,O she said play.ully, a glea- im her eyeP !So-eti-es, I evem 
get a little WealousPO

Yillia- loofed up, -eetimg her gaVe gemtlyP !It?s a blessimg, really,O he 
said so.tlyP !—he childrem amd the dogsD it?s life they fmow I?ll always be 
there .or the-PO

Sophie s-iled war-lyP !Aou -ust be every child?s drea- gramdadPO
Yillia- modded, s-ilimg, but there was a loof o. sadmess im his eyesP
Sophie?s attemtiom dri.ted to the boofshel. to her rightP Her .ace lit up 

whem she spotted a .a-iliar boof“—he 5ittle TrimceP She reached out amd 
picfed it up, holdimg it out .or Yillia- to seeP

Yillia-?s eyes widemed with delightP !Fh, —he 5ittle Trimce,O he said, 
his voice xlled with mostalgiaP !Gme o. -y allkti-e .avoritesP It touches 
om everythimg I believe im“respomsibility amd loveP Gmce you?ve .or-ed 
a bomd, you are accoumtable .or itPO

He paused, them loofed dowm at his hamdsP !I re-e-ber the xrst ti-e I 
read those wordsj ’It is omly with the heart that ome cam see rightly2 what is 
essemtial is imvisible to the eyeP? It strucf -e deeplyPO
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HENRIK KRUSE

He hesitated be.ore addimg, !It applies to -y relatiomship with the 
gramdfidsD amd with the dogs, tooP It?s mot about what you seeP It?s about 
the e-otiomal bomds that are imvisible, yet very realP I?ve tried to always 
be e-otiomally presemt .or the-, evem i. I havem?t always beem physically 
therePO

Harold modded, leamimg im a littleP !It soumds life you?re truly commected 
to the-“beyomd Wust beimg .a-ilyPO

Yillia- moddedP !I a-P 9ut it?s hard to i-agime what it will be life whem 
I?- mo lomger hereP It mever really goes away, evem as ti-e passesPO

—hey all sat im silemce, the at-osphere relaned yet comte-plativeP Sophie 
stole glamces at Harold, ad-irimg how he listemed amd mavigated these 
delicate comversatiomsP His ability to guide discussioms whem he semsed 
so-ethimg -eamimg.ul om the horiVom was i-pressive, but it also -ade 
her a little umco-.ortableP —himgs were brewimg bemeath the sur.ace“she 
could .eel itP

Harold picfed up —he 5ittle Trimce agaim, loofimg directly at Yillia-P 
!Co you re-e-ber the other i-portamt quote .ro- the .on… —he ome that 
says, ’Aou beco-e respomsible .orever .or what you have ta-edP?O

Yillia- loofed at Harold, his gaVe distamt, as i. he was seeimg past 
everythimg im the roo-P He stayed i--obile .or a -imute, the words 
evidemtly resomatimg with hi-P F.ter a -o-emt, he bowed his head amd 
said so-berly, !AesD yes, I re-e-berP I?ve o.tem thought about thatP I 
thimf it?s part o. what?s beem botherimg -e all alomgPO

—he roo- .ell silemtP Ireme loofed at her husbamd with a -inture o. 
e-pathy amd umderstamdimg, her hamd restimg gemtly om his ar-P

!I womder about that o.tem,O Yillia- added, his voice barely a whisperP 
!I dom?t thimf the burdem was ever too heavyP —he ti-e I?ve spemt with the 
dogs amd the gramdfids“those were -o-emts o. WoyP 9ut I thimf I?ve used 
it as a shield, a way to avoid tafimg respomsibility .or other thimgs im -y li.eP 
—himgs that I did wromg or didm?t doPO
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—HE TE— —HERFTIS— 

Ireme eyed her husbamd thought.ully, her hamd still om his ar-P !9eimg 
close to the ami-als amd fids has always beem easier tham com.romtimg the 
thimgs that truly -atter,O she said so.tlyP !:aybe it?s ti-e to .ace thatPO

Harold moddedP —he silemce im the roo- was heavy, yet it .elt life a 
turmimg poimt“as i. Yillia- was xmally ready to e-barf om a Wourmey he 
had put oM .or .ar too lomgP

It was a lomg ti-e be.ore amyome spofe agaimP Yillia- see-ed lost im 
thought, travelimg deep imto his pastP F.ter what .elt life am etermity, he 
spofe agaimP !—hat quoteD it?s good you brought it up, HaroldP I thimf 
that?s what it co-es dowm toPO

He trailed oM, them turmed to his wi.e, IremeP !Simce the xrst ti-e I read 
that quote, it has bothered -eP I fmew there was a truth there that I wasm?t 
dealimg withP 9ut it?s true“all relatiomships are life thatP It?s mo womder 
the childrem amd ami-als love -eP I -eam, I?ve tried to be there .or the-, 
to do -y bestP 9ut I?ve beem hidimg, tooPO

Ireme squeeVed his hamd amd leamed im closerP
!:aybe I?ve beem hidimg behimd -y love .or the-,O Yillia- said, his 

voice deliberateP !9ecause it was easier tham .acimg what I could have 
dome diMeremtlyP Fmd mow, I umderstamdD -y owm respomsibility“.or the 
thimgs that turmed out the way they should have, amd .or those that didm?tP 
I umderstamdP I .eel deeply e-barrassed by the thought that others have had 
to sacrixce their .reedo- Wust to .ulxll -y meed .or closemessP —he last thimg 
I wamt is .or -y gramdchildrem to .eel ta-ed or -ade depemdemt om -eP 
—heir .reedo- -eams everythimg“it is the -ost precious gi.t they have, 
amd I wamt to homor that above all elsePO

Harold loofed at hi- amd modded, the weight o. realiVatiom thicf im the 
roo-P Yillia- had paimted a picture o. hi-sel. he could mo lomger demyP

Ouiet emveloped the- umtil Yillia- xmally said, !Aes, mo -ore words, 
right… Yhem the truth co-es out, there?s mot -uch else to sayP —hat 
quoteD you?ve Wust -ade -e re-e-ber all o. thisP —his is a huge part o. 
-y story that mo ome fmows aboutP I chose this path, amd there has beem a 
costPO
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HENRIK KRUSE

Yillia- xmally relemted, his head hamgimg as silemce swallowed the roo-P 
His words limgered im the air, amd the weight o. what he had Wust shared 
settled over everyomeP

Sophie amd Harold were about to leave the house, walfimg omce -ore 
through the gardem with IremeP She thamfed the-, sayimg, !I thimf what 
you shared today was really i-portamtP I. we do decide to get amother dog, 
it will be .or diMeremt reasoms this ti-ePO She s-iled war-ly at the-P !It 
has certaimly -ade us thimf“especially Yillia-PO

Sophie amd Harold modded, amd Harold added, !I fmow you will -afe 
the right choicePO

Ireme s-iled as she saw the- oM to their carP !—hamf you .or your ti-eP 
It was fimd o. you to co-e,O she saidP

Gm their way bacf to the oLce, Sophie leamed bacf im her seat, enhalimg 
deeplyP !—hat was imtemseP I .elt .or Yillia-P He?s dome well im -amy ways, 
but I umderstamd what you were sayimg tooP —he i-pact it had om hi- 
was obviousP It comxr-s -y gut .eelimg that our s-all co-pamy is savimg 
lives“mot Wust .or the ami-als but also .or the peopleP Fmd that -ight be 
the -ost i-portamt partPO

Sophie turmed to loof at Harold, them gaVed out the wimdow, her enpresk
siom pemsiveP !I was thimfimgD what i. our slogam wasj ’—he Fmi-al Aou 
Have —a-ed Is Aour Respomsibility .or 5i.e?… It?s the fimd o. slogam that 
-afes people thimfP I believe it could start so-e really deep comversatiomsP 
:aybe we dom?t meed to -ove our oLce to the city a.ter allP Ye cam achieve 
our goals .ro- right where we arePO

She s-iled, glamcimg bacf at HaroldP !—hamf you, HaroldP Ye two are a 
really good tea-”O
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Epilogue 
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HENRIK KRUSE

Sophie sat cross-legged in the slightly worn o,ce chairm sboothie in handm 
staring klanuly o.t the windowj She had f.st trans—erred another paybent 
to Harold —or their latest cons.ltationm and the spreadsheet glowed on her 
screen“color codesm nabesm n.bkersj

Harold walued in with b.ddy shoes and his .s.al calb sbilej
T”hat was the last one —or this weeumA he saidm sinuing into his chairj Tv 

golden retriexer with separation anPiety and an owner with per—orbance 
anPietyj ’er—ect batchjA

Sophie snortedj TItWs always anPietyj Exerything is anPietyj Ye sho.ld ke 
the ones getting s.ksidiesjA

T?o. beanm liue keing coxered ky p.klic health ins.rance…A Harold 
asued with a crooued grinj

She looued at hibj TNoD I f.st bean“weWxe keen thro.gh it all nowj 
Cogs with tra.baj Oats with fealo.syj Lwners with ePesj ?o.Wxe held 
hands and assigned hobeworuj IWxeD .sed vIjA

Tvnd licoricemA Harold addedj
T?esm okxio.slyj :icorice is essentialjA She nodded with bocu serio.s-

nessj
v sball pa.se settled ketween thebj
TCo yo. thinu we bade a diBerence…A she asuedm loouing o.t the win-

dow againj
Harold  didnWt  answer  right  awayj  He got  .p and walued oxer  to 

the k.lletin koardm where a drawing o— a rakkit wearing s.nglasses still 
h.ng“along with a bessage written in a childWs handwritingM T”hanu yo. 
—or qnding .s the right onejA

TI donWt unowmA he said qnallyj T4.t we showed .pj vnd we listenedjA
Sophie noddedj T!ayke thatWs bore than bost people exer dojA
She stood .p and kegan pacuing her kagj Ln her way o.tm she tossed a 

kag o— licorice toward hibj
TSee yo. !ondayj vnd rebebkerM f.st keca.se itWs a dog doesnWt bean 

any o— it has to baue sensejA
T”hat goes —or all o— .smA Harold said (.ietlyj
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”HE ’E” ”HERv’IS” 

”he door closedj ”he o,ce —ell silentj Sobewhere o.tsidem a dog karued 
in the distancej

Cear reader
I hope yo. enfoyed reading the koou5 I— som yo. can do be and —.t.re 
readers a h.ge —axor ky rexiewing the koou where yo. ko.ght itj I wo.ld 
ke xery grate—.l —or thatj

?o. are welcobe to checu o.t by other koousM

In The Company of Dogs @”he ’et ”herapist seriesA

Gathering @qrst noxel in seriesA

Drifting @second noxel in seriesA

Overcoming @third noxel in seriesA

When Life Changes Men @therape.tic talesA

AI Guidance for Men. Inner characters @sel—-helpA

My Money and Me - We’re Talking Now @sel—-helpA

Henrik & Omi. The Human and AI Dialogues @seriesA

4est wishes
Henriu
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