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Foreword
When Animals Carry Human Stories

There is something quietly fascinating about the way animals enter human 
lives.

Sometimes they arrive as companions.Sometimes as comfort.Sometim
es almost as mirrors.

And now and then, what Prst appears to be a problem with an animal 
slowly reveals something far more human beneath the surface.

That idea became the foundation for The -et Therapist M Nore Curious 
Cases.

These stories are not traditional detective stories, though small mysteries 
often appear along the way. Ior are they really stories about animal behavM
ior alone. xnstead, they e—plore the strange emotional spaces where people, 
loneliness, relationships, e—pectations, fear, hope, and everyday life quietly 
intersect through animals.

At the center of the stories are Harold and Sophie B two very di:erent 
personalities trying to run a small consultation practice together. Harold 
approaches people with patience, observation, and quiet intuition, while 
Sophie constantly searches for systems, methods, technology, and certainM
ty. 1etween them e—ists both friction and loyalty, and over time their cases 
become as much about human life as about pets.

Nany of the communities, homes, and emotional situations in these 
stories are inspired by real observations from ordinary lifeE neighborhoods 

R
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HKIUxk kUOSK

where people live closely together, families carrying invisible tensions, oldM
er people struggling with loneliness, and modern communities where the 
desire for harmony sometimes hides deeper an—ieties underneath.

Animals often become the emotional center of such worlds because they 
notice things humans overlooz. ?r perhaps because people dare to reveal 
themselves more honestly around them.

The stories in this collection move between humor, quiet melancholy, 
warmth, and curiosity. Some are co2y. Some are uncomfortable in subtle 
ways. 1ut all of them are written with a:ection for imperfect people trying 
to create meaning, belonging, and connection in their own fragile ways.

xf there is a mystery running through these pages, it may ultimately be 
thisE

Why do animals so often seem to understand something about us before 
we understand it ourselves3

B Henriz kruse

4

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



The Dog That 
Changed

Monday Morning Creatures
The gray late-morning light lay like a thin veil across the windows of the 
small o.ceS pbring had ueg,n bressing its way in uetween the u,ildings 
o,tsideq u,t the cold still had not f,lly loosened its gribq and the window-
banes still carried the m,ted tone of winter mornings that had not I,ite 
decided to disabbearS

Pnsideq it was warmS
The smell of coAee Blled the roomq and the soft h,m of the coAee 

machine ulended with the small so,nds from the u,ilding aro,nd themS 
The o.ce was not largeq u,t over time it had develobed a life of its ownS 
Oabers lay in small biles here and thereS ’ u,lletin uoard with notesq bhone 
n,muersq and half-formed ideas h,ng slightly crooked on the wallS Fy the 
window stood a blant that had clearly s,rvived more on hobe than on 
reg,lar wateringS

The diAerence uetween the two worksbaces was almost comically ouvi-
o,sS

zn pobhie3s deskq order r,ledS Holders were stacked uy siEeq chargers 
were neatly coiledq and her iOad lay brecisely bositioned ueside a noteuook 
with colored taus sticking o,t uetween the bagesS

N
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RKUMPx xM“pK

zver uy Raroldq it looked more like a blace someone had slowly moved 
into witho,t ever f,lly ,nbackingS There were uooks in small stacksq an old 
ben witho,t a cabq a scarf drabed over the uack of the chairq and a canvas 
uag that looked as tho,gh it contained a little uit of everythingS

Rarold had arrived BrstS
That habbened often on ”ondaysS Uot ueca,se he was esbecially str,c-

t,redq u,t ueca,se he had a strange uelief that ”ondays reI,ired a little 
ejtra kindness to get broberly startedS

Re had b,t on coAeeS
’nd on the small taule uetween their desks there was now a baber uag 

Blled with bastries from the uakery on the cornerS Feside itq he had taken 
a few nabkins from the drawer and blaced them on the taule in a slightly 
crooked bileq as tho,gh he had halfway tried to make things look nice and 
halfway given ,b along the wayS

Re was standing uent over the coAee machine with a mildly concentrat-
ed ejbression when the door to the hallway obenedS

pobhie came in with I,ick stebsq a gym uag over her sho,lder and her 
bhone in her handS

phe stobbed for a moment and ureathed inS
4zkayqL she saidq looking toward the tauleS 4This is starting to look like 

an act,al combanySL
Rarold slowly t,rned aro,nd with the coAee bot in his handS
4P Bg,redqL he said calmlyq 4that if we3re ever going to uecome brofes-

sionalsq we sho,ld start with rasbuerry bastriesSL
4This is l,j,ry for a ”onday morningqL pobhie said as she set down her 

bhone and b,lled o,t her chairS
phe sat down with a smallq satisBed sigh and looked across the tauleS 

Pt was ouvio,s that this had grad,ally uecome a hauit uetween themS 
Uothing grand or ceremonialq …,st a I,iet ro,tine that had slowly grown 
o,t of assignmentsq coAeeq and strange families with strange animalsS

Rarold b,shed the uag of bastries a little closer to herS

?
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TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

4The combany is evolvingqL he said calmlyS 4Uejt year we might even ue 
aule to aAord real blatesSL

pobhie la,ghed softly and bicked ,b a rasbuerry bastryS
4Wet3s not get ahead of o,rselvesSL
Hor a moment they simbly sat there eating and chatting I,ietlyS pteam 

rose from the coAee uetween themq and o,tside a u,s rolled heavily down 
the street uelowS The gray light from the window rested softly across the 
o.ceS

Baloo and the Eagle
Then pobhie s,ddenly looked ,bS

4RaroldY do yo, rememuer uack when we had …,st startedJL
Re lifted his gaEe from his coAee c,bS
4RmJL
45hen we tried to Bg,re o,t which animal each of ,s wasSL
Rarold immediately started la,ghing I,ietly to himselfS Re leaned uack 

slightly in his chair and nodded slowlyS
46eahY P rememuer P ended ,b ueing FalooSL
Re stretched his arms slightly o,t to the sides like a large uearS
47,st take it easySL
pobhie la,ghedS
46eahq that was act,ally bretty acc,rateSL
Rarold raised his eyeurows slightlyS
45as itJL
46esqL she saidq bointing at him a little with her coAee c,bS 46o, were 

act,ally s,rbrisingly well s,ited for that roleSL
Pt almost seemed as tho,gh he uecame a little emuarrassed uy the com-

blimentq and he I,ickly looked uack down into his coAee c,bS
F,t pobhie contin,edS
46o, don3t banicS Uot reallyS Kven when things are falling abartS 6o, stay 

calmS P don3t always do thatSL
phe shr,gged a littleS

8
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RKUMPx xM“pK

4P can get stressedS F,t yo, …,st keebY ueing thereSL
Rarold said nothingS
4’nd the families act,ally calm down too when yo, talk to themqL she 

contin,edS 4P notice it immediatelyS Pt creates a good ualanceSL
There was silence for a momentS
Then pobhie smiled a little crookedlyS
4po do yo, also rememuer which animal P wasJL
Rarold tho,ght for a long timeS
”ayue a little longer than was really necessaryS
pobhie was already ueginning to smile s,sbicio,slyS
46o, don3t rememuerSL
46esq P doqL Rarold said calmlyS 46o,3re an eagleSL
pobhie looked gen,inely s,rbrisedS
46o, act,ally rememuer thatSL
46eahqL Rarold saidq nodding slowlyS 4’nd it act,ally Bts bretty wellSL
Re tho,ght for another momentS
46o,3re good at :ying high auove earthly thingsS 6o, see the uigger 

bict,re while the rest of ,s are standing aro,nd staring at the gro,ndSL
pobhie uegan smiling againS
46o,3re good at staying auove the clo,ds and keebing bersbectiveqL he 

contin,edS 4P act,ally think that3s really imbortantS Pt3s not something P3m 
esbecially good at myselfSL

pobhie la,ghed a littleq u,t this time she also seemed slightly to,chedS 
phe hid it uy taking a sib of coAeeS

46eahYL she said after a momentS 4F,t P act,ally think P3ve changedSL
Rarold looked ,bS
4zhJL
phe hesitated slightlyS
4P act,ally think it s,its me uetter to ue a mother hen nowSL
Rarold immediately uegan to la,ghS Re leaned his head forward slightly 

and made a co,ble of soft cl,cking so,ndsS
4That image doesn3t come nat,rally to meSL

V

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

pobhie la,ghedS
4Uoq u,t listenSL phe set down her c,b and uegan co,nting on her 

BngersS 4P keeb track of the BnancesS P handle the brimary client contactS P 
answer the emailsS P blan the assignmentsSL

phe gest,red aro,nd the roomS
4’nd act,allyqL she saidq looking over at Rarold with a crooked smileq 

4P3m also the one who3s taken over the cleaning in hereSL
45hatJL Rarold said with a theatrically oAended ejbressionS
46esqL she saidS 4’nd then P constantly have to keeb an eye on whether 

everyone is still hereSL
Rarold slowly looked aro,nd the o.ceS
4KveryoneJL he saidS 45hat do yo, meanJL
pobhie shr,ggedS
4Pt3s like P3m constantly co,nting the chickensSL
phe looked directly at himS
4P meanY among othersq yo,SL
Rarold u,rst o,t la,ghingS
The relajed atmosbhere lingered uetween them like the warmth from 

the coAee machine still h,mming softly in the cornerS
Rarold slowly got ,b with his c,b in hand and walked over to the coAee 

botS
4There3s more coAeeqL he saidS 4’nd there are still rasbuerry bastries left 

tooSL
Re bo,red pobhie another c,b BrstS
phe glanced toward the uag and sighed theatricallyS
45ellY P s,bbose P can handle itq even tho,gh P …,st came from the gymSL
4Pt3s worse for yo,qL she addedq giving him a lookS
Rarold la,ghed I,ietlyS
45ellq yeahqL he saidq batting his stomach lightlyS 4F,t yo, have to 

rememuerq P3m FalooSL
pobhie leaned uack slightly and st,died him with an ejamining lookS

D
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RKUMPx xM“pK

46eahYL she said slowlyS 4P g,ess the I,estion is whether yo,3re still 
FalooSL

Rarold stobbed mid-motion with the coAee bot in his handS
45hat do yo, meanJL
46o,3re still calm and all thatqL she saidS 4F,t P also think something else 

has abbeared in yo,SL
Re sat down againS
4Wike whatJL
pobhie smiled crookedlyS
4P act,ally think there3s uecome a uit of tomcat in yo,SL
Rarold immediately started la,ghing againS
4’ tomcatJL
46esqL she saidS 4Wike a uig alley catSL
phe made a small circle in the air with her handq as tho,gh trying to draw 

the image in front of herS
4zne that goes its own wayS zne that isn3t esbecially concerned with 

what3s habbening on the home frontY u,t really comes alive o,t among 
other beobleSL

Rarold leaned uack with an am,sed smileS
4That almost so,nds romanticSL
46eahq yeahqL pobhie saidS 4The kind that charms beoble all over the 

blaceY u,t at the same time is combletely debendent on someone else 
keebing everything together uack homeSL

phe discreetly gest,red aro,nd the o.ceS
46o, shine o,t there with the familiesS 6o, really doSL
Rarold smiled a little more I,ietly nowS
4’nd knock things over at homeJL he askedS
46eahqL pobhie la,ghedS 4’ littleSL
phe took another sib of coAeeS
4Pt3s brouauly a good thing there3s a mother hen aro,nd to keeb an eye 

on yo,SL

9
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TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

Rarold nodded slowlyq as tho,gh he were gen,inely considering the 
theoryS

Then he said dryly—
46eahY it3s the Brst time in my life P3ve ueen looked after uy a henSL
pobhie u,rst o,t la,ghing so hard that the coAee nearly sblashed over 

the edge of her c,bS

The Volvo
z,tside the o.ceq the air still feels coolq even tho,gh sbring has slowly 
ueg,n to b,sh uack against winterS The gray light rests uetween the u,ild-
ingsq and from the street uelow comes the m,ted so,nd of tra.c and a u,s 
uraking farther down uy the cornerS

pobhie locks the door uehind themq still holding her coAee m,gq her uag 
over her sho,lderS

Rarold is already on his way over to the 1olvo with his …acket hanging 
over one armS

There it isS ’s alwaysS
The old 1olvo looks as if it has s,rvived more lives than most beobleS 

The baint is d,ll in several blacesq r,st has ueg,n to show aro,nd the wheel 
wellsq and one taillight is held in blace with a strib of silver tabe that hasq uy 
nowq uecome a bermanent bart of the car3s designS Thro,gh the windowq 
one can make o,t old ulankets on the uack seatq stacks of babersq a co,ble 
of embty coAee c,bsq and the eternal layer of dog hair that no one tries to 
ejblain or remove anymoreS

pobhie stobs and st,dies the car for a momentS
40oesn3t it look a little worse than ,s,alJL
Rarold looks over at it and nods slowlyS
46esqL he says calmlyS 4That3s how P feel in the morning tooS 5e …,st have 

to get startedSL
Re obens the door and sits down uehind the wheelS
The key is t,rnedS

2
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RKUMPx xM“pK

The 1olvo resbonds with a series of metallic co,ghsq a clickq and a so,nd 
that reminds one of something heavy giving ,b on life somewhere ,nder 
the hoodS

Then everything goes I,ietS
pobhie stands o,tside with her arms crossedq looking at the car with an 

ejbression that makes it clear this is far from the Brst timeS
Rarold rolls down the windowS
46o, knowYL he saysS 4Pt …,st needs to ue bers,adedY and charmedSL
Re gets o,t againq obens the hoodq and stands uent over the engineS 

’fter a uit of f,mulingq he Bnds a bair of bliers somewhere inside the carq 
lifts something ,bq and holds a caule in blace with a movement that clearly 
reveals years of ejberience with this very sbeciBc broced,reS

pobhie watches him with almost scientiBc interestS
4Pt3s act,ally imbressiveqL she saysq 4that something can ue uoth me-

chanical work and care work at the same timeSL
Rarold la,ghs softly ,b at herS
4’nd what auo,t the 1olvoJL he asksS 4Ps it one of yo,r eggs tooq the 

kind yo, have to look afterJL
pobhie la,ghsS
46esY u,t brouauly one that3s lying right at the edge of the nestSL
Rarold sits uack down again witho,t f,lly letting go of the bliersS
Re t,rns the keyS
The 1olvo co,ghs a few more timesq shakes dramatically thro,gh the 

entire uody ! and Bnally starts with a deebq ,neven r,muleS
4There she isqL Rarold says with satisfactionq batting the steering wheel 

urie:yS
pobhie obens the bassenger door and sits down ueside himq holding her 

coAee uetween her handsS
The engine h,ms ,nevenly ueneath them as the 1olvo slowly b,lls away 

from the c,ruS

Our Company Pet

C;
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TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

The engine r,mules ,nevenly ,nder themq and the whole car viurates 
slightly as Rarold g,ides the 1olvo thro,gh the narrow city streetsS ’ little 
cold still seebs in from somewhere aro,nd the doorsq and pobhie sits with 
her sho,lders b,lled slightly ,b aro,nd her earsS

phe reaches toward the heater and t,rns the knouS
’t that ejact momentq the entire knou comes oA in her handS
phe stares at it urie:yS
Then she slowly t,rns her gaEe toward RaroldS
Re gives her a small abologetic smileS
4Pt was a little loose yesterday tooSL
pobhie u,rsts into a short la,gh and caref,lly blaces the knou on the 

dashuoardq as if it were an organ that co,ld ue b,t uack into blace laterS
phe looks aro,nd the carS
’t the old ulanketsS The babersS The dog hairS The small crack in the 

dashuoardS
Then she says tho,ghtf,llyq 45e really can3t get aro,nd the fact that the 

1olvo is a fairly uig bart of o,r little combanySL
46esqL Rarold says calmlyq batting the steering wheel a co,ble of timesS 

4Hor uetter or worseSL
Re smiles a littleS
4Pt certainly makes s,re its ejistence is noticedSL
pobhie sits I,ietly for a moment and looks o,t thro,gh the windshieldS
4Pf we3re going to stay with the animal metabhorYL she says slowlyq 

4then mayue it3s act,ally o,r betSL
Rarold immediately starts la,ghingS
46esq think auo,t itqL she contin,esS 4Pt reI,ires constant attentionS 6o, 

have to sbend time on itS Pt costs a s,rbrising amo,nt of moneySL
phe boints down toward the dashuoardS
4Pt doesn3t f,nction witho,t careq and yo, have to ue batient all the 

timeSL
phe shr,gs a littleS
4’nd we can3t ejactly …,st get rid of itSL
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RKUMPx xM“pK

That last sentence makes Rarold grow a little I,ieterS
Re nods slowly as the car contin,es to rattle thro,gh an intersectionS
46esqL he says after a momentS 46o, have to ue caref,l not to get rid of 

things …,st ueca,se they make a little noiseSL
pobhie t,rns her head toward him with a small smileS
46o, only say that ueca,se yo, identify with itSL
Rarold thinks for a momentS
Then he smiles crookedlyS
46esqL he saysS 4P act,ally doSL
Re blaces his hand on the steering wheel againS
4Pt3s uecome bart of me in a waySL

A Dog That Had Changed
pobhie b,lls the iOad from her uag andq almost imbercebtiulyq changes her 
toneS The relajed morning conversation slibs a little into the uackgro,ndq 
and her gaEe uecomes more foc,sed as she urings ,b the family3s informa-
tion on the screenS

The 1olvo contin,es to shake its way thro,gh the tra.c aro,nd themS
4poYL she saysq scrolling a little with her BngerS 4Pt3s auo,t a family with 

a dog whose uehavior has changedSL
Rarold keebs his eyes on the roadS
45hat else do they writeJL
pobhie reads onS
45ellY it has started snabbing at the childrenS ’nd sometimes it tries to 

stand g,ard uy the door and stob them from going o,tSL
phe glances ,b urie:y from the screenS
4Pt also uecomes more restless when beoble come or goS ’ndYL phe 

scrolls a little farther downS 46esY they act,ally write directly that it no 
longer feels like the same dogSL

The engine r,mules heavily ueneath themS
4They3re also considering whether it might ue sickqL she contin,esS 

4’ndY yesYL
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phe hesitates for a momentS
45hether they might have to get rid of itSL
Rarold does not say anything right awayS
Re sits I,ietly for a moment with his hands on the wheel while the 1olvo 

slowly moves thro,gh an intersectionS
Then he says calmly—
46o, mentioned it was a herding dogJL
46esqL pobhie rebliesS
Rarold nods slightly to himselfS
4Pt doesn3t I,ite so,nd like a dog that wants to leave the familySL
pobhie looks urie:y over at himS
4UoJL
Re thinks a little f,rtherS
4Pt so,nds more like a dog that3s afraid someone else mightSL
pobhie keebs her eyes on him a moment longer than she had meant toS
Then she t,rns her attention uack to the screenS
z,tsideq the city slowly glides bast as the 1olvo contin,es ,nevenly 

thro,gh tra.cS

The Quiet Neighborhood
z,tsideq I,iet residential streets glide bast themS Trimmed hedgesS Oaved 
drivewaysS Warge trambolines in the yardsS ’ co,ble of uicycles lie auan-
doned uy a carbortq and farther downq a stroller stands ,nder a small roof 
ueside a shiny family carS

Kverything seems very ordinaryS
1ery safeS
’ classic s,u,ruan neighuorhoodq mayue ten or Bfteen years oldq where 

everything still looks relatively newS Uot wealthy in any :ashy wayq u,t 
orderly and solidS ’ blace f,ll of families with childrenq backed l,nchesq 
and Bjed uedtimesS

The 1olvo does not Bt in nat,rallyS
F,t it triesS
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Rarold sits I,ietly uehind the wheelq ouserving the area witho,t saying 
m,chq while pobhie b,lls ,b the address on the iOadS

4Pt sho,ld ue the nejt street on the rightqL she saysS
Rarold nods a little ausentmindedly and looks o,t over the row of 

ho,sesS
4There3s always something a little strange auo,t ho,ses that look this 

normalSL
pobhie gives him a lookS
46esqL she saysS 4That3s why yo, wo,ld never ue a real estate agentSL
Rarold act,ally considers this for a momentS
4P think P3d ue I,ite good at itq act,allySL
pobhie la,ghs softlyS
45ellqL Rarold says after a momentS 4”ayue not the selling bartSL
The 1olvo co,ghs its way aro,nd the Bnal corner and rolls to a stob in 

front of the ho,seS
The engine shakes a co,ble of ejtra times uefore Rarold t,rns it oAS
Then he bats the dashuoard a few timesS
45e did it againq old girlSL
46esqL pobhie says dryly as she bicks ,b her uagS 46o, said that last time 

tooSL
45e ,s,ally doSL
They get o,tS
The cool air hits them at onceq and in front of them the ho,se lies I,iet 

and combletely ordinary among the other ho,ses on the streetS

The House with Drawn Curtains
Uo lo,d m,sic can ue heardS Uo la,ghterS Uo sho,ting from a televisionS

znly the m,ted silence that often hangs over residential neighuorhoods 
in the middle of the dayS

The ho,se in front of them is a berfectly ordinary single-family home 
in yellow urick from the beriod when that kind of ho,se was ueing u,ilt 
everywhereS The garden is neat and well kebtq u,t witho,t m,ch bersonal-
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ityS ’ co,ble of u,shes have ueen sharbly trimmedq and the grass is almost 
a little too orderlyS Feside the drivewayq a few uicycles lean against the wallq 
and uy the doorq a bair of shoes has ueen tossed somewhat cas,allyS

Rarold notices the c,rtainsS
They seem a little too drawn for a uright morningS
Re has only …,st tho,ght this when the door obensS
’ girl stands in the doorwayS phe is auo,t twelve years old and has a mass 

of red hair that almost lights ,b the gray weatherS phe seems oben right 
awayS KnergeticS ’lmost a little eagerS

4RiGL she says I,icklyS 4P3m WisaS P3m glad yo, co,ld comeSL
phe stebs slightly asideS
4P really hobe this helbs 0oggieSL
pobhie smiles warmly uackS
45e hobe so tooSL
Rarold nods calmly to herS
Then 0oggie abbearsS
The herding dog comes forward uehind Wisa and stands close to her legsS 

Pt is larger than pobhie had imaginedS Uot threateningq u,t bowerf,l and 
clearly alert to everything aro,nd itS

4zhq rightqL Wisa saysq giving it a I,ick bat on the sideS 4This is 0oggieSL
phe looks down at the dogS
40oggieq say hello nicelySL
0oggie does not go directly over to greet themS Pnsteadq it moves slowly 

aro,nd the two g,ests with calmq controlled stebsS Pt ouserves them more 
than it meets themS Pt urie:y sniAs Rarold3s shoesq looks ,b at pobhieq 
t,rns againq and ends ,b uack ueside WisaS

Rarold registers it immediately— the dog does not seem aggressiveS F,t it 
is very watchf,lS ’lmost tenseS

’nother berson comes forward from inside the ho,seS
The motherS
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The Brst imbression of her is kindq u,t tiredS Wike a berson who has ueen 
trying for a long time to hold many things together at onceS phe smilesq u,t 
a little more ca,tio,sly than WisaS

45elcomeqL she saysS 4P3m pherrySL
phe obens the door a little wider and gest,res into the ho,seS
4Pnside is my h,suandq KdY and o,r sonq ”ikeSL
pobhie and Rarold steb into the entryway and then on into the living 

roomS
”ike is still half lying on the sofa with a headset onS Re gives them a 

I,ick glanceq u,t stays where he is a little longerq as if he wo,ld rather ue 
somewhere elseS

Feside the sofaq Kd gets ,b and comes over to meet themS
Re shakes hands in a bolite and slightly reserved wayS
4KdqL he says urie:yS
Re seems bracticalS éontrolledS Uot ,nfriendly u,t not relajed eitherS
pobhie greets him I,ickly and brofessionallyq while Rarold lets his gaEe 

move more I,ietly thro,gh the roomS
The living room is neatS ’lmost a little too orderlyS
’nd yet something ca,tio,s hangs uetween the family memuersq as if 

everyone is constantly watching where they stebS

Doggie Watches the Flock
0oggie does not stay ueside Wisa for longS

’lmost immediatelyq it r,ns over toward the sofa where ”ike is lyingS Pt 
stobs urie:y in front of himq t,rns its head toward Kdq looks I,ickly uack 
at Rarold and pobhieq and then moves on toward pherryS

’ll of it habbens witho,t any commotionS F,t with intense attentionS 
’s if the dog is constantly registering—

who is hereq and where they areS
Rarold follows it with his eyes witho,t saying anythingS
4éomeqL pherry saysq trying once again to create a little warmth in the 

atmosbhereS 4Wet3s sit over hereSL
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phe gest,res toward the coAee tauleS
Kveryone moves more or less a,tomatically into blaceS
Wisa sits close to her motherS ’lmost right ,b against herS Kd chooses the 

chair a little farther away from the othersq while ”ike sinks uack into the 
sofa again with a movement that seems eI,al barts tired and rel,ctantS

pobhie I,ickly takes o,t her iOad and blaces it ready on her labS
Rarold sits down calmly witho,t a notebadq comb,terq or anything elseS 

Re simbly leans uack a little and lets his gaEe move among themS
0oggie circles for another moment among the family memuersK over to 

”ikeS Fack toward pherryS ’ urief glance toward the doorS Then over to 
KdS

znly then does it lie downS Might in the middle ,nder the coAee tauleS 
’lmost ejactly at the center of all of themS Pt does not f,lly let go of its 
attentionq u,t its uody settles a littleq as if only now does it feel that the 
:ock has ueen gathered into blaceS

Something Is Wrong
45e don3t really know what has habbened to himSL

Pt is pherry who says itS
phe glances aro,nd at the othersq as if hobing someone will take over or 

add somethingS F,t no one says anythingS Wisa …,st sits there r,uuing the 
edge of her shirt uetween her Bngersq ”ike sinks a little farther into the 
sofaq and Kd remains standing with his eyes on his bhoneS

pherry contin,es anywayS
40oggie has always ueen calmS Re has always ueen incrediuly good with 

the childrenSL
phe sends a I,ick glance toward Wisa and ”ikeS
4P mean reallyY the most staule dog yo, co,ld imagineSL
0oggie is still lying ,nder the tauleS éalmS
F,t only ,ntil ”ike shifts his leg slightlyS Then the dog immediately lifts 

its headS
pherry uarely seems to notice it anymoreS
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4Re has always ueen the kind of dog yo, co,ld tr,stqL she contin,esS 
4’lways calmSL

phe sighs lightlyS
4F,t now he3s starting to snab at ,sS Pt3s as if he3s on g,ard all the timeSL
5hile she is sbeakingq Wisa gets ,b urie:y to fetch her glass from the 

kitchen co,nterS
0oggie follows her instantly with its eyesS Pts head liftsS Pts ears tense 

slightlyS ’nd only when she sits down again does the dog settle a littleS
4Re gets very restless when someone movesqL pherry saysS
Kd looks down at his bhone once moreS
Then he gets ,bS 4P3m …,st getting some coAeeSL
Re takes the bhone with him and walks over toward the kitchenS 5hile 

he stands uy the coAee machineq he almost a,tomatically uegins reading 
messages on the screenS

0oggie reacts instantlyS Pts head lifts againS Pts gaEe locks onto KdS The 
dog almost rises all the wayq as if considering whether it sho,ld follow himS

Rarold I,ietly registers itS
4P3ve always really loved 0oggieqL Wisa says I,icklyq almost as if she feels 

the need to defend the dogS 4’nd P still doSL
phe looks down at the dogS 4Re3s still a good dogSL
Then she sighs a littleS 4F,t it3s really annoying that he keebs snabbing 

at ,s all the timeSL
phe sends a I,ick glance toward her barentsS 4F,t P deBnitely don3t want 

to get rid of himSL
”ike also shakes his head witho,t saying m,chS 4UoSL
Kd3s voice comes from the kitchenS 4Pt3s …,st hobeless with him nowSL
Re is still standing uy the coAee machine with the bhone in his handS 

4Re3s imbossiule all the timeS Re3s never calmSL
0oggie is now standing f,lly ,bright and watching himS
4Re reacts to the smallest thingsqL Kd contin,esS 46o,3d think he had 

some kind of diagnosisSL
Re shakes his head slightlyS 4zr was sickSL

C9

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

pobhie nods brofessionally and uegins tybing something into her iOadS
4Row often does he react like thatJL she asksS 4Ras it grad,ally gotten 

worseJL
46esqL pherry saysS 4P think soSL
4’nd how m,ch does he snabJL pobhie asks f,rtherS 4Ps it only warning 

gest,resq or has he act,ally uittenJL
5hile she contin,es asking I,estions and writing down the answersq 

Rarold still says nothingS
Re simbly sits calmly with his hands foldedq ouserving what is habben-

ing aro,nd himS Uot only the dogS
The entire familyS
Wisa takes the :oor againq u,t this time it is clear that she is not trying to 

s,bbort what her father is sayingS Pt is more as if she s,ddenly feels allowed 
to say o,t lo,d how m,ch it is act,ally uothering herS

4Pt3s really annoying that he has started snabbing at ,sqL she saysS
phe is leaning forward a little now and looking directly at pobhie and 

RaroldS
4Pt3s act,ally really annoyingSL
phe gives a short sighS 4Feca,se P have always ueen good to himSL
phe sends a I,ick glance toward ”ikeS 4P co,ld mayue ,nderstand it if 

he snabbed at ”ikeq ueca,se he hasn3t always ueen as good at taking care 
of him as P haveSL

”ike immediately gives her a dark lookS 4zhq come onSL
4Pt3s tr,eqL Wisa says I,icklyS 46o, never want to walk himSL
46esq P doSL
4znly if yo,3re forcedSL
”ike sinks a little farther down into the sofa again and m,tters some-

thing dissatisBed to himselfS
Wisa immediately t,rns uack to pobhie and RaroldS
4F,t P have always ueen good to himqL she says againS 4That3s why P don3t 

,nderstand itSL
phe hesitates a littleS 4’nd it3s not …,st the snabbingSL
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0oggie lifts its head ,nder the tauleq as if it registers its name in the 
atmosbhereS

45hen P go into my roomYL Wisa contin,esq 4and esbecially if the door 
is closedq he comes and scratches at the doorSL

phe frownsS 4’nd if the door is a…arq he …,st walks inSL
Uow her irritation clearly uegins to showS
4Then he starts n,dging me and b,lling at my clothesq like P3m not even 

allowed to relaj for a min,teSL
phe looks down at 0oggieS
4Pt3s really annoyingSL
There is silence for a momentS
4FeforeqL she says a little more I,ietlyq 4he wo,ld …,st lie on my uedS 5e 

co,ld lie there and ue coEy togetherSL
phe shakes her head slightlyS 4F,t now it3s like he wants to control meSL 

phe boints down at the dogS 4Re3s deciding that P3m not allowed to ue in 
my roomSL

0oggie lies combletely still ,nder the taule and looks ,b at herS
46o,3re going to have to Bg,re this o,tq 0oggieqL she says with a look 

that is half fr,stratedq half aAectionateS 4Feca,se it3s really annoyingSL
Then she t,rns toward ”ike againS 4Re does it to ”ike tooSL
”ike uarely reactsS Re …,st shr,gs a little and still avoids everyone3s eyesS 

4P don3t really careqL he says I,ietlyS 4Pt doesn3t uother me that m,chSL
Re looks down at his handsS 4P kind of don3t care auo,t any of itSL
Rarold immediately registers the way he says itS
Uot as real indiAerenceS ”ore like something resignedS
’t the same timeq he notices the diAerence uetween the two siulingsS 

Wisa is Bghting to ue heardS ”ike is almost trying to disabbearS ’nd while 
Wisa maintains eye contact with uoth pobhie and Rarold to convince themq 
”ike consistently avoids meeting anyone3s gaEeS

Kd comes uack from the coAee machine with his c,b in one hand and 
the bhone resting on the balm of the otherq as if it is still more imbortant 

Q;

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

than the conversationS Re sets the c,b down on the taule a little harder 
than necessary and blaces the bhone ueside itS

A Dog with a Diagnosis
Then he leans forwardS Pt is clear that he wants control of the room againS

4Pt3s act,ally very simbleqL he saysS 4Pf this contin,esq we have to get rid 
of himSL

Re looks aro,nd at the familyq one uy oneS
4’nd P3ve told yo, thatSL
Uo one answersS
Wisa looks downS
”ike stares at the :oorS
pherry goes I,ietS
Kd raises his voice a little moreS
4P damn well don3t want a dog that goes aro,nd uiting at beobleS Pt3s 

combletely irresbonsiuleSL
0oggie lifts his head ,nder the taule as Kd contin,esq his voice growing 

more agitatedS
4There3s something wrong with that dogS P don3t know if it3s bsycho-

logical or what it isq u,t that3s what yo,3re here to Bnd o,tSL
Re nods toward pobhie and RaroldS
4”ayue he has some illness we don3t know auo,tSL
Uow he leans farther forward in his chairS
4F,t one thing is certainS Re has some kind of diagnosisS Re3s comblete-

ly ,nstauleSL
Re ba,ses urie:y uefore adding in a hard voiceq 4’nd if we don3t Bnd 

o,t what it isY then we have to get rid of himSL
pobhie nods brofessionally witho,t saying anything yetS Rer Bngers 

move I,ickly across the iOad as she takes notesS Rarold also remains silentq 
u,t his attention is not only on KdS Re is ouserving the whole familyS 
Ksbecially how they react to himS
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Pt is pherry who ureaks the silence BrstS phe reacts I,icklyS ’lmost 
a,tomaticallyq as if it has long ueen her role to calm him down when he 
gets like thisS

4Pt3s not I,ite that uadqL she says caref,llyS
Kd t,rns his head toward herS
4Pt3s tr,e that he snabsqL she contin,es calmlyq 4u,t it3s also esbecially 

yo, he reacts toSL
Uow she looks directly at himS
4’nd yo, don3t really take m,ch care of him anymore eitherSL
’t that same momentq 0oggie I,ietly gets ,b from ,nder the taule and 

walks over to herS Rarold notices it immediatelyS
46o, ,sed to walk him all the timeqL pherry contin,esS 46o, never do 

that anymoreSL
Kd draws uack a little in his chairS
4P3m not going to ue directed uy a dogqL he says sharblyq looking aro,nd 

at them againS 4There are eno,gh others who wo,ld like to decide what P 
doSL

’s his voice risesq 0oggie gets ,b once more and I,ietly ret,rns to himS 
The dog sits close ueside his legq awake and attentiveq u,t witho,t seeming 
threateningS

pherry sighs tiredlyS
4That may need a little ejblanationYL she says more caref,llyq t,rning 

toward Rarold and pobhieS 4F,t 0oggie always reacts when Kd is auo,t 
to leaveSL

phe hesitates a littleS
47,st when he b,ts on his …acketY or moves toward the doorSL
0oggie lifts his head at the word 4doorSL
4Pt3s as if he3s watching him all the timeSL
46esq …,st like the rest of yo,qL Kd immediately c,ts inS
The atmosbhere grows heavier at onceS
4’nd he destroys my thingsqL he contin,esS 4Re has uitten my glovesS 

Re has r,n oA with my uagS peveral of my chargers have ueen r,inedSL

QQ

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

Re bicks ,b one of the gloves from the taule and clearly shows the marks 
in the leatherS

4P3m damn tired of itSL
Uow Wisa ureaks in againS
46esq u,t it3s act,ally strangeqL she says I,icklyS
Kveryone t,rns to look at herS
4Re follows him everywhereSL
phe boints a little toward her fatherS
4’nd he3s not ejactly the one who treats him the nicestSL
Kd immediately gives her a hard lookq u,t Wisa holds her gro,ndS
4P act,ally think it3s strange that he uites meY u,t follows him all the 

timeSL
Uow there is more anger in her voiceS
4P honestly don3t think he deserves thatq considering how he uehavesSL
Kd straightens ,bS
45hat do yo, mean uy strangeJL
Uow he so,nds defensiveS ’lmost acc,sedS
0oggie remains sitting close ueside his chairS
Wisa does not really answerS phe …,st looks awayS F,t in the same mo-

mentq she sends a I,ick glance toward ”ikeq and he ret,rns itS
znly for a urief momentS
’s if they already share a s,sbicionq they do not yet dare to say o,t lo,dS
Rarold registers it immediatelyS
pobhie brouauly does not yetS phe is still foc,sed on the battern in the 

dog3s uehavior and contin,es taking notes on the iOadq while 0oggie once 
again lifts his head simbly ueca,se Kd shifts slightlyS

45hen did this act,ally ueginJL
Pt is Rarold who asksS Re says it I,ietlyS ’lmost a little ca,tio,slyS
F,t the I,estion is somewhat drowned o,t uy the moodS Uo one really 

answers right awayS Kd is still sitting tense and leaning forwardq Wisa looks 
dissatisBedq and pherry already seems tired of the direction the con:ict is 
takingS
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Herding Instinct
Pn the ba,seq pobhie chooses to steb inS

phe sits ,b a little straighter on the sofa and t,rns the iOad slightly toward 
the familyq almost as if she wants to show that what she is auo,t to say is 
not …,st her own tho,ghtsS

4Pt3s imbortantqL she says brofessionallyq 4that we try to ,nderstand the 
broulem a little systematicallySL

The atmosbhere changes slightly at onceS
The family listensS
Oerhabs also ueca,se it feels good to have someone take control away 

from the arg,ment for a momentS
pobhie contin,es calmly—
45e are ,sed to working with uoth uehavior and relationshibsS ’nd 

often it3s auo,t Bnding bractical sol,tions that will still work when we3re 
not hereSL

phe looks aro,nd at themS
4Pt3s act,ally very common for family dynamics to develob aro,nd betsS 

There are often several layers in something like thisSL
Kd leans uack slightly againS
pherry seems relieved that the conversation has uecome more matter of 

factS
4’nd it3s imbortantqL pobhie contin,esq 4that we don3t …,st g,ess or let 

o,rselves ue g,ided uy emotionsSL
phe sends a I,ick glance aro,nd the roomS
4Pt3s ouvio,s that all of yo, react diAerently to thisSL
Wisa looks down a littleS
”ike gives a slight roll of his sho,ldersS
4F,t we try to u,ild on what is act,ally known auo,t uehaviorqL pobhie 

contin,esS 4’nd there really is a great deal of knowledge auo,t itSL
phe lifts the iOad slightlyS
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TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

Wisa immediately follows with interestS ”ike seems more skebticalq al-
most as if he has already decided that ad,lts and their theories rarely helb 
very m,chS

pobhie swibes onward and urings ,b an imageS
40oggie is not …,st a dogqL she saysS 4Re is a herding dogS ’nd herding 

dogs are ejtremely attentive to movement and :ock uehaviorSL
phe t,rns the iOad a little so the others can see the imageS
zn the screenq a herding dog stands tense in front of a :ock of sheeb o,t 

in a BeldS
4They react constantly to who is moving whereS That is act,ally their 

…ouSL
Wisa leans forward slightly to see uetterS
pobhie boints to the imageS
4This is not auo,t aggression in itselfS ’ herding dog has to learn to mark 

uo,ndaries witho,t ca,sing harmS Pt has to ue aule to bress the :ock in a 
certain direction witho,t attacking itSL

phe looks urie:y down at 0oggieq who is still lying uy Kd3s chairS
4poq it is always auo,t ualanceSL
Uow even Kd listens more closelyS
4’ herding dog has to learn the diAerence uetween markingYL pobhie 

saysq lifting her Bnger slightlyq 4Yand act,ally ca,sing harmSL
phe sbeaks calmly and conBdently nowS zne can sense that she en…oys 

having something concrete to u,ild onS
4’nd uased on what yo,3re telling ,sqL pobhie contin,esq 4it seems as if 

0oggie has ueg,n having tro,ule with that ualanceSL
pherry nods slowly while pobhie swibes thro,gh her notes againS
4That can ue ca,sed uy several thingsS Wack of stim,lationS Wack of 

trainingS zr the dog may ue missing a clear f,nctionSL
phe t,rns her gaEe toward KdS
46o, mentionedq among other thingsq that yo, don3t walk him the same 

way anymoreSL
Kd does not answerS
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4’nd that can act,ally matter a lotqL pobhie contin,es I,icklyS 4Feca,se 
herding dogs need tasksS Pf they don3t have themq they may uegin creating 
their ownSL

phe boints down toward 0oggie againS
4Pt3s bossiule that 0oggie has ueg,n overcombensating in terms of 

g,arding and controllingSL
The atmosbhere in the living room has uecome noticeauly calmer nowS 

Hor the Brst time since Rarold and pobhie entered the ho,seq it seems as if 
the family is listening to the same thing instead of listening to each otherS

znly Rarold remains somewhat I,ietS
Uot ueca,se he necessarily disagrees with pobhieq u,t ueca,se his gaEe 

contin,es to move uetween the familyq the doorq Kd3s bhoneq and 0oggieq 
who once again lifts his head simbly ueca,se ”ike moves his legs slightlyS

’fter pobhie3s ejblanationq there is silence for a momentS ’s if everyone 
is trying to feel whether her theory act,ally Bts the dog they knowS

Pt is Wisa who reacts BrstS
4F,t he3s never ueen like that ueforeSL
Pt comes sbontaneo,sly from herq almost fr,stratedS
4P meanY he has always ueen calmSL
phe looks down at 0oggieS
4Pt3s only now that he has started doing all thatSL
”ike reacts almost immediatelyS
4P3m not going to training with a dog that tries to uite meSL
Re says it a little harder than he berhabs means itq u,t there is also 

something ,ncertain ,nderneathS ’s if he does not I,ite know how m,ch 
he dares to admit that it act,ally aAects himS

pherry I,ickly tries to gather the conversation againS
4Pf it can helbqL she says tiredlyq 4then P s,bbose we3ll have to try some-

thingSL
phe gives pobhie a smallq ejha,sted smileS There is still something coob-

erative auo,t herS ’s if she has long ueen ,sed to trying to make things 
workq no matter how tired they all uecome along the wayS
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Kd does not say m,chS
Re sits a little uack in his chair with the coAee c,b in his hand and the 

bhone lying close ueside himS
4P meanYL he says shortlyS 4Row hard can it really ueJL
Uo one answersS
4’ dog sho,ld know its blaceSL
Ris voice is :atS PmbatientS ’lmost emotionally disconnectedS

Holding the Family Together
Then comes the hardest sentenceS

4’nd if he doesn3t ,nderstand his roleYL Kd saysq looking aro,nd at all 
of themq 4Ythen we3ll have to get rid of himSL

’t that same momentq 0oggie reactsS
Ris head lifts immediatelyS
The dog does not get ,b aggressively or I,ickly u,t moves closer to Kd 

with an almost strange calmS Re sits down right ueside his legs and rests 
his head against Kd3s kneeS

F,t his uody remains tenseS ’wakeS zuservingS
Rarold notices it at onceS
This does not look like a dog who is indiAerent to KdS
L,ite the obbositeS
The silence ret,rns once againS
pobhie3s theory is still hanging in the roomq u,t it s,ddenly seems less 

certain in the face of the way the family is act,ally reactingS
”ike b,ts his headbhones uack on witho,t saying anything moreS Kd 

lifts his bhone and almost a,tomatically uegins checking his messagesS
Uo one comments on itS
znly 0oggie remains sitting right ueside himq his head resting against 

Kd3s legq while his eyes contin,e to follow every movement in the roomS
Pt is Rarold who Bnally ureaks the silenceS
Re leans forward slightly in his chair and calmly rests his hands against 

each otherS

QD

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



RKUMPx xM“pK

4P act,ally don3t think it seems entirely nat,ral eitherSL
Kveryone looks at himS
Pt is really the Brst time he has sboken in earnest since they came inq and 

there is something auo,t the way he sbeaks that makes the room settle a 
littleS Uot ueca,se he raises his voice or tries to dominateq u,t ueca,se he 
seems like a berson who is in no h,rryS

4Pt3s I,ite clearqL he contin,esq 4that 0oggie has changedSL
Re looks urie:y down at the dogS
4’nd yo,3ve had him for a long timeSL
Then he lifts his gaEe and looks aro,nd at the familyS
4Re isn3t a random dogS Re knows yo,r family very wellSL
0oggie lifts his head urie:y at the so,nd of his nameS
4’nd he is clearly reacting to the fact that something has changedSL
Rarold ba,ses for a momentS
4F,t what ejactly it isYL he says slowlyq 4Yis hard to say yetSL
pobhie looks urie:y at himS
Uot as disagreementS
”ore like a I,iet alignment uetween themS
phe is ,sed to working toward sol,tions and modelsS Rarold is trying 

more to keeb the sit,ation oben a little longerS
4P3m not s,reqL he contin,esq 4that we f,lly ,nderstand it yetSL
There is silenceS

Flies on the Wall
Then Rarold calmly looks aro,nd at them again uefore leaning a little 
forward in his chairS

4”ay P make a slightly uold s,ggestionJL
Pt is as if the entire family a,tomatically t,rns their attention toward 

himS Kven Kd b,ts his bhone slightly asideq and ”ike takes oA one of his 
headbhonesS

40o yo, act,ally have anything blanned for the rest of the dayJL

Q9

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

The I,estion clearly s,rbrises themq and for a urief moment they all 
look at each otherq as if no one had I,ite imagined the visit co,ld take 
that directionS ”ike shr,gs slightlyq while Kd seems mostly ,ninterestedq 
tho,gh he still shakes his headS Pt is pherry who answers on uehalf of the 
familyS

4UoY we act,ally set aside bart of the day for thisqL she saysS 45e didn3t 
really know how long it wo,ld takeSL

phe t,rns toward the childrenS
46o, don3t have anything eitherq do yo,JL
Wisa and ”ike uoth shake their headsS
4zkayqL Rarold says I,ietlyq nodding a little to himselfS 45hat wo,ld 

yo, say if we did something a little diAerentJL
Uow they all uecome more attentiveS Kven 0oggie seems to ue listeningS
4Pf pobhie and P …,st stayed here for a whileqL he contin,es calmlyq 4sort 

of like :ies on the wallSL
pobhie raises her eyeurows almost imbercebtiulyS phe had not ejbected 

thisq u,t she does not interr,bt himS
46o, really …,st have to ue yo,rselvesqL Rarold contin,esS 40o the things 

yo, ,s,ally doS Pt will brouauly feel a little strange at Brstq u,t sometimes 
yo, stob noticing the things yo,3re in the middle of every single daySL

Re looks aro,nd at the family with the same calm gaEeS
4’nd mayue we3ll notice something yo, have stobbed thinking auo,t 

yo,rselvesSL
pherry nods slowlyS Pt almost seems as if the tho,ght gives her a kind of 

reliefS Rarold calmly boints toward the corner of the living roomS
45e can …,st sit over thereS ”ayue we3ll move aro,nd a little now and 

thenq u,t the most imbortant thing is really that yo, don3t try to uehave 
diAerently ueca,se of ,sSL

pobhie still looks slightly s,rbrisedq u,t she nods and I,ickly takes on 
the brofessional role againS

46esqL she saysS 4That can act,ally give ,s a m,ch more acc,rate bict,re 
of the uehaviorSL
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Kd still seems skebticalS 4Pf yo, think it3ll helbqL he says shortlyS
40on3t ue so negative againqL Wisa says I,icklyS
There is a small sting in her voiceS
46o, don3t have anything to hideSL
The room goes I,iet for a momentS
Kd looks directly at herS
pherry uecomes visiuly ,ncomfortauleS
”ike looks awayS
’nd ,nder the coAee tauleq 0oggie slowly lifts his head againS
4Hineq BneqL Kd says at lastq leaning uack slightly in his chairS 4Pf yo, 

think it3ll helbSL
Ris tone is skebtical and tiredq as if he has already decided that the bro…ect 

is ,nlikely to lead to m,chS
Wisa reacts immediatelyS
40on3t ue so negativeqL she says I,icklyq and there is a smallq almost 

hidden irony ,nder her rebetition of her mother3s words— 46o, don3t have 
anything to hideq rightJL

The room freeEes for a urief momentS
Kd slowly t,rns his gaEe toward herS pherry uecomes visiuly ,ncomfort-

auleq and ”ike immediately looks down at the :oorq as if he already regrets 
that the sentence was said o,t lo,dS

“nder the coAee tauleq 0oggie lifts his head again and looks from one 
to the otherq as if the dogq tooq senses the tensionS

Pt is pherry who ureaks the silenceS
4That3s Bne with meqL she says I,icklyS ’lmost a little too I,icklyS
Pt is clear that this is a role she knows well ! moving the conversation 

along uefore the con:icts uecome too sharbS
”ike shr,gs a littleq and Wisa nods I,icklyS Kd says nothing moreq u,t in 

bractice the decision has ueen madeS
phortly afterwardq Rarold and pobhie settle into the corner of the living 

roomS pobhie Bnds her blace with the iOad on her lab and a brofessional 
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gaEe directed toward the familyq while Rarold sits down more cas,ally with 
his hands folded and his eyes wandering I,ietly aro,nd the roomS

Uat,rallyq 0oggie watches uoth of them at BrstS The dog registers every 
shift in their movementsq u,t as the min,tes bassq the family slowly uegins 
trying to ret,rn to something that resemules normalityS

Pt …,st does not seem entirely nat,ral yetS
pherry goes into the kitchen and b,ts on coAeeS Kd takes o,t his bhone 

again and t,rns on the television witho,t really watching itS ’fter a whileq 
”ike gets ,b and walks toward his room with his hands in his bocketsS

Rarold follows him urie:y with his eyesS
Then he leans slightly toward pobhie and says I,ietly—
4Uow we3ll brouauly Bnd o,t what it3s act,ally trying to hold togetherSL
pobhie looks urie:y at him witho,t answering right awayq while 0oggie 

once again lifts his head and follows ”ike with his eyes all the way down 
the hallwayS

An Ordinary Evening
Mrad,allyq the family tries to fall uack into something that resemules ordi-
nary everyday lifeS

Kd and pherry move uack and forth uetween the kitchen and the living 
roomq talking auo,t bractical things in the slightly mechanical tone beoble 
,se when they are trying to stay away from everything that is really taking 
,b sbaceS

45e3re o,t of milkqL pherry says from the kitchenS
4P think there3s only one froEen biEEa left tooqL Kd reblies witho,t look-

ing ,b from his bhoneS
’ little later it is auo,t some clothes that need to go from the washing 

machine into the dryerq and whether anyone rememuered to u,y coAee last 
timeS

Pt all feels f,nctionalS
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There is no real closeness in the conversationS Uo warmthS znly small 
bractical messages sent uack and forth like ro,tines they uoth know far too 
wellS

Rarold sits I,ietly in the corner and notices how consistently they keeb 
away from anything that co,ld uecome bersonalS

0oggie is never f,lly relajed eitherS
The dog follows the movements in the ho,se with his eyes the entire 

timeS Re shifts now and thenq changes bositionq lies down somewhere new 
where he can uetter keeb an eye on the hallway or the door to the kitchenS 
Pt is almost as if he is constantly at workS

’fter a whileq Wisa gets ,bS
4P3m going to my room for a min,teSL
0oggie reacts instantlyS
Ris head liftsq and the dog is on his feet almost at the same time she isS 

Re follows close uehind her down the hallwayS
znly half a min,te bassesS
Then her voice is heard from inside the roomS
4ptob itq 0oggieGL
There is the so,nd of b,shing against the :oor and baws moving I,ick-

lyS
4UoGL
Then a small snabS
Uot violentS F,t clear eno,ghS
phortly afterwardq Wisa comes o,t again with irritated movementsq while 

0oggie follows right uehind herS
4That3s ejactly what P meanGL she saysq fr,stratedS
pherry immediately tries to calm the sit,ationS
4Re doesn3t do it to ue meanqL she says I,icklyS 45e know thatSL
Kd sends a look toward Rarold and raises his eyeurows slightlyq as if to 

say— Uow yo, can see it for yo,rselfS
4That3s ejactly what we meanqL he says lo,dlyS 4Uow yo,3re seeing it 

very clearlySL
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”ike comes o,t from the sofa area and walks toward the kitchen with 
his hands deeb in his bocketsS

4”omqL he says tiredlyq 4can yo, take 0oggie for a uitJ Re keebs going 
after meSL

pherry Bnds the collar and calmly takes hold of the dogS
4Kasy nowY calm downYL
phe sbeaks to him in the voice beoble ,se with something they have tried 

to soothe many times ueforeS
0oggie act,ally settles a littleS
”ike t,rns and walks toward his room againS
F,t almost immediatelyq the dog uegins b,lling at the collarS ’t Brst 

gentlyq then more BrmlyS pherry tries to hold onq u,t 0oggie twists free 
and r,ns after ”ike down the hallwayS

4Rey!L
7,st uefore ”ike reaches the door to his roomq 0oggie snabs at him and 

catches the fauric of his bant legS
”ike sbins aro,ndS
4peeJL
Re slams the door hard uehind himS
The silence afterward feels heavyS
Kd looks directly over at pobhie and RaroldS
4That is not normalqL he saysS 47,st look at itSL
Re boints urie:y toward the hallwayS
4’nd it3s getting worse and worseSL
Then he leans uack a little againS
4Pt3s act,ally good that yo,3re sitting hereqL he saysS 4Then yo, can see 

for yo,rselves what it3s likeSL

The Dinner Table
Mrad,allyq the ouservation has ueen going on long eno,gh that the Brst 
tense attentiveness has ueg,n to slide into fatig,eS The television is r,nning 
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I,ietly in the uackgro,nd witho,t really ueing watchedq and from the 
kitchen comes the so,nd of cauinets obening and closingS

pherry t,rns toward Rarold and pobhie with a tiredq almost abologetic 
smileS

46o,3ll stay and eat with ,sq won3t yo,JL
There is something a little artiBcially friendly auo,t the I,estionq as if 

she uoth wants to ue bolite and at the same time hobes someone else will 
take control for a whileS

pobhie looks urie:y over at RaroldS
phe …,st has time to wonder whether they are still ouservers nowq or 

whether they have slowly drifted into the role of g,estsS
Rarold nods calmlyS
46esqL he saysS 45hy notJL
Re sends a small glance aro,nd the familyS
4Pt sho,ld breferauly ue as nat,ral as bossiuleSL
Then he smiles faintlyS
4po why notJL
pomething in pherry relajes a little at that answerS
4MoodqL she says I,ietlyS
phe immediately gets to work in the kitchenq and Wisa I,ickly comes 

over to helb herS Together they Bnd blatesq silverwareq and glassesq while 
that bartic,lar rhythm arises that families can have aro,nd a kitchen tauleq 
even when the atmosbhere is tenseS

”ike abbears again from his roomq somewhat rel,ctantlyq and Kd re-
mains standing uy the kitchen island with the bhone in his handq occa-
sionally b,tting it down and bicking it uack ,b againS

’ short while laterq a large basta dish is blaced on the tauleS
4porryq this was a uit r,shedqL pherry saysq drying her hands on the dish 

towelS 4F,tY this is …,st how it t,rned o,tSL
4Pt looks goodqL pobhie says I,icklyS
Rarold nods warmlyS
46esq thank yo, for letting ,s …oin yo,SL
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TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

They sit down aro,nd the tauleq u,t Rarold and pobhie nat,rally 
choose seats a little toward one endq so the family can still sit more or less 
the way they ,s,ally doS

0oggie lies down somewhere uetween the kitchen and the dining tauleq 
his head resting on his bawsS

’nd for the Brst time since they arrivedq the dog seems almost calmS
The family uegins to eatq and altho,gh no one really says it o,t lo,dq 

Rarold and pobhie slowly drift into the role of g,ests more than ouserversS 
They are the ones the food is bassed to Brstq and pherry still holds on to a 
form of bolitenessq as if she is desberately trying to hold on to something 
normalS

4There3s more salad over hereSL
4éan yo, bass the waterJL
4”ikeq eat a little moreSL
The conversation consists almost entirely of small bractical sentencesS 

Uot ,nfriendlyS F,t witho,t real closenessS Pt feels more like togetherness 
o,t of ouligation than beoble who are act,ally togetherS

0oggie still lies calmly uetween the kitchen and the dining tauleS
Hor the Brst time all dayq 0oggie seems almost relajedS
The family sits gathered aro,nd the tauleq and even tho,gh the atmos-

bhere is still tense ueneath the s,rfaceq there is a urief moment of calm in 
the roomS pilverware moves I,ietly against blatesq and the conversation has 
ueen red,ced to small bractical remarksS pomething auo,t the saladS The 
waterS 5hether ”ike sho,ld eat a little moreS

The Call
Then the rhythm is urokenS

Kd3s bhone ringsS
The so,nd seems almost harder and lo,der than it really is in the s,u-

d,ed atmosbhere aro,nd the tauleS
Kd reacts at onceS Too I,icklyS
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The silverware is set down in one smooth movementq and almost uefore 
anyone can register itq he is already rising from his chair with the bhone in 
his hand and his eyes Bjed on the disblayS

’t the same timeq 0oggie reactsS
The dog is on his feet instantlyq like a released sbringS Ris uody tightensq 

his gaEe locks onto Kdq and he follows every single movement Kd makesS
Rarold watches it all witho,t saying anythingS
Kd is already moving toward the door while still looking down at the 

bhoneS zn the wayq he takes his …acket from the hookS
4Pt3s workqL he says urie:yS
0oggie follows close uehind himS
40o yo, really have to take it nowJL pherry asksS
Rer tone is tiredS Uot angry yetS 7,st worn downS
46esqL Kd answers witho,t t,rning aro,ndS 4Pt3s imbortantSL
pherry slowly sets down her silverwareS
4éan3t yo, …,st take it in the living roomJL
Kd does not answerS
45hy do yo, always have to go o,tsideJL
The atmosbhere aro,nd the taule grows heavier at onceS There is a urief 

moment of silence uefore pherry says what she has clearly ueen thinking 
for a long time—

4Feca,se there isn3t anything the rest of ,s aren3t allowed to hearq is 
thereJL

Kd stiAens almost imbercebtiulyS
The children react immediatelyS Wisa and ”ike I,ickly ejchange a 

glance across the tauleq as if they are uoth thinking the same thing—
There it is againS
Pt is ouvio,s that this is not only auo,t a bhone callS
Rarold registers it immediatelyS
’nd this time pobhie uegins to feel it tooS
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TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

The more the tension aro,nd the taule risesq the more restless 0oggie 
uecomesS The dog moves in front of the door and stands almost directly in 
Kd3s wayq as if trying to brevent him from leavingS

0oggie reacts at once and goes I,ickly toward him with an almost 
relieved energy in his uodyS The dog follows him closelyq u,t even after Kd 
has come uack into the living roomq 0oggie remains standing uy the door 
for a momentq as if still watching to see whether anyone is auo,t to leaveS

The silence after the bhone call uecomes heavy and awkwardS Uo one 
seems I,ite to know how to contin,e the mealq or whether they sho,ld 
even tryS pilverware moves a little toward the blates againq u,t now witho,t 
rhythmS

’s ,s,alq it is Wisa who reacts BrstS
phe gets ,b I,icklyq takes her blateq and walks toward the kitchen to 

b,t it in the dishwasherS ”ike follows almost immediately witho,t saying 
anythingS

Pt seems rehearsedS
Wike something that has habbened many times ueforeS
’nd as soon as the children get ,bq 0oggie reacts tooS
The dog is immediately on his feet againq alert and ,neasyq and follows 

them down toward the hallwayS
Rarold gets ,b calmly almost at the same timeS
po I,ietly that it is uarely noticedS
4P3ll go with the children for a momentqL he says softlyS
Uo one ou…ectsS
Pt seems almost like a division of lauor uetween him and pobhieq one they 

uoth already know witho,t having to talk auo,t itS
Fack in the kitchenq pobhie remains seated with pherryS
znly m,ted so,nds can ue heard from the rest of the ho,seS ’ door 

obening farther down the hallS The television still on in the living roomS ’ 
car bassing o,tsideS

pherry slowly sinks down onto the kitchen chair and s,ddenly seems far 
more tired than she has earlier in the dayS

ND

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



RKUMPx xM“pK

pobhie sits down I,ietly across from herS
46o,3re brouauly getting a more realistic bict,re of o,r family now than 

P really wanted yo, toqL pherry says with a smallq tired smile that I,ickly 
disabbears againS

pobhie says nothingS
phe simbly listensS
4That3s how it often endsqL pherry contin,esq looking down at the 

tauletobS 4pometimes the children stay seated a little longerY other times 
everyone …,st goes oA in their own directionSL

phe sighs I,ietlyS
4Pt3s act,ally as if we3re never really together anymoreSL
Rer gaEe a,tomatically drifts toward the door Kd …,st went o,t thro,ghS
4P3m afraid he3s disabbearing from ,sSL
Uow there is something more fragile in her voiceS
4That3s the worst bart of itSL
pobhie remains still and lets her contin,e witho,t interr,btingS
45hy does he always have to go o,tsideJL pherry asks I,ietlyS 45hy 

can3t he …,st stay in here with ,sJL
phe shakes her head a littleS
4’nd it almost always habbens in the eveningSL
Pt is clear now that she is emotionally worn downS Uot dramaticallyS Uot 

cryingS ”ore like a berson who has ueen carrying something heavy alone 
for a long timeS

4Re is …,st mentally goneYL she says I,ietlyS 4zr he has fo,nd someone 
elseSL

phe looks away for a momentS

What Nobody Says Out Loud
4’nd P don3t even know which is worseSL

pilence settles uetween themS
Then she f,rrows her urow slightlyq almost as if a tho,ght is only now 

falling into blace inside herS
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4Pt3s act,ally strangeqL she says slowlyS 4Feca,se for …,st as long as some-
thing has ueen wrong with 0oggieY something has also ueen wrong with 
himSL

phe looks ,b at pobhieS
4Pt3s like the dog senses all of itSL
Rer voice grows even more tiredS
4’nd the children can feel it tooSL
phe lowers her eyes to the taule againS
4Pt3s …,st that none of ,s says it o,t lo,d anymoreSL
’ small ba,seS
4Pt3s uecome this kind of tauooSL
pobhie remains seated I,ietlyS phe does not try to come ,b with I,ick 

sol,tions nowS phe can tell that this lies somewhere diAerent from what 
she Brst tho,ghtS

Then the door obensS
Kd comes uack insideS
The atmosbhere changes immediatelyS
Kd uehaves as tho,gh nothing has habbenedS Pt feels almost a little too 

normalS
45ellqL he saysq looking aro,ndS 4’re we already done eatingJL
Re la,ghs urie:yS
’ little artiBciallyS
4P wasn3t Bnished yetSL
pherry simbly boints I,ietly toward his blate witho,t saying anythingS
Kd sits down again and starts eating as tho,gh trying to restart the 

eveningS
Then he raises his voice slightly toward the hallwayS
4WisaJL
Uo answerS
4”ikeJL
ptill nothingS
Uow the irritation uecomes more ouvio,sS
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4WisaG ”ikeGL
’ little laterq the children slowly ret,rnS Uot deBantlyS ”ore rel,ctantlyS 

Wike beoble who already know what the atmosbhere is going to ue likeS
0oggie follows closely uehind themS
’nd last of allq Rarold calmly ret,rns from the hallwayS
Re says nothing auo,t what he has seen or heard o,t thereS Re simbly 

walks uack to his ouservation sbot and sits down again with the same calm 
movement as ueforeS

pobhie I,ietly rises from the kitchen chair and sits down ueside himS

Miriam
Kd sets down his silverware with a slightly harder movement than the 
sit,ation really calls for and looks aro,nd at all of themS

45hy does everything always have to t,rn into s,ch a uad atmosbhereJL 
he says with a mijt,re of irritation and resignationS 46o, sho,ld ue aule to 
handle the fact that P3m doing my …ouSL

Uow he is looking esbecially at the childrenS
4Pt3s not ejactly like P3m o,t there having f,nS P3m the one uringing in 

the money so yo, can aAord yo,r bhones and clothes and all the other 
things yo, sbend money onSL

There is something almost oAended auo,t him nowS ’s tho,gh he 
himself feels ,nfairly attackedS

F,t this time Wisa c,ts in immediatelyS Pt is as if the whole day has slowly 
given her the co,rage to take one more steb forwardS

4Pt3s not …,st auo,t workqL she says I,icklyS
phe looks directly at himS
46o,3re never hereSL
Kd obens his mo,thq u,t she contin,esS
46o, always say we sho,ld eat togetherq and then yo, leave yo,rselfSL
”ike still says almost nothingq u,t he nods I,ietly ueside herS
Pt is ouvio,s that they share the same ejberienceS
5hile they are talkingq 0oggie moves againS
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The dog goes almost a,tomatically toward whoever is sbeaking most 
intenselyq u,t keebs ret,rning to KdS Re watches everyone3s reactionsq as 
if trying to follow a con:ict he cannot I,ite ,nderstand u,t is desberately 
trying to controlS

4That3s ,nuelievauleqL Kd saysq shaking his headS 4That yo, have s,ch a 
hard time accebting that P3m u,sy and doing my …ouSL

Then it habbensS
Wisa s,ddenly half rises from her chair and boints toward his bhone on 

the tauleS
4po abbarently yo,r work is named ”iriamSL
The room goes combletely silentS
Kd looks ,bS p,rbrisedS
Hor a urief momentq he loses control of his ejbressionS
4Kjc,se meJL
46o,r bhone was oben earlierqL Wisa says I,ickly nowq almost too I,ick-

lyS 4’nd it started lighting ,bSL
phe keebs her eyes Bjed on himS
4poq P saw the nameSL
pherry stares at Kd witho,t saying anythingS
4There were a lot of messages from herqL Wisa contin,esS 4Meally a lotSL
Kd looks lost for a urief momentS Uot longS F,t long eno,gh for Rarold 

to notice itS
Then he instinctively chooses what feels safest to him— attackS
46o, ausol,tely sho,ld not to,ch my bhoneqL he says sharblyS
Uow he is almost bointing uack at herS
4P tho,ght we had an agreement auo,t thatq WisaSL
Ris voice grows harderS
4Ohones are brivateS That abblies to everyoneSL
Re leans forwardS
4P don3t go aro,nd snoobing thro,gh yo,r bhone eitherSL
There is more force in his voice nowq as if he is trying to regain controlS
45e need to have some brivacySL
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The Flock Falls Apart
The arg,ment is no longer hidden ueneath boliteness or small remarksS

Uow it is obenS
pherry tr,ly …oins inq and it is ouvio,s that she is saying things she has 

held uack for a long timeS Rer voice does not tremule only with angerq 
u,t with the ejha,stion that comes when someone has carried the same 
,neasiness for far too longS

4Pt3s tr,eqL she saysq looking directly at KdS 46o,3re never really here 
anymoreSL

The entire taule falls silentS
45e act,ally don3t know where we stand with yo,SL
Kd obens his mo,thq u,t she contin,es uefore he can say anythingS
Uow more emotion enters her voiceS
46o, always have an ejc,se to disabbearSL
0oggie gets ,b again and moves closer to the tauleq his gaEe moving 

uetween themS
4’nd if this really is auo,t workYL pherry contin,esq 4Ysho,ldn3t yo, 

at least have involved meJL
Kd slowly shakes his headS
Uow he sbeaks more I,ietlyS
’lmost tiredS
4P knew it wo,ld …,st worry yo,SL
Re glances urie:y aro,nd at the childrenS
45orry all of yo,SL
pherry leans slightly forward nowS
4P don3t want to ue treated like a childSL
The words come I,icklyS
’lmost sharber than she herself intendedS
4Pt3s bossiule P wo,ld ue worriedqL she contin,esS 4F,t then P3ll …,st have 

to ue worriedSL
phe keebs her eyes Bjed on himS
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4That sho,ldn3t ue an ejc,se for keebing ,s o,t of itSL
The atmosbhere is heavy nowS
’lmost s,AocatingS
Kd sinks slightly down into the chair and shakes his head witho,t really 

answering at BrstS
Feside the tauleq 0oggie remains combletely stillq his uody tense and his 

eyes Bjed on the familyq as tho,gh the dog is still trying to keeb track of 
something that has already ueg,n to come abartS

What Doggie Was Trying to Do
Kd s,ddenly gets ,b from the chair and takes a co,ble of stebs toward 
Rarold and pobhieS

4P honestly don3t want to sit here disblaying o,r family like thisqL he says 
tiredlyS 4”ayue we sho,ld …,st stob for todaySL

Pt is ouvio,s that he wants to get away from the sit,ationS Uot aggres-
sively anymoreS ”ore like a berson who has s,ddenly uecome too visiule 
to himselfS

pobhie is the Brst to reactS
4P act,ally thinkqL she says with engagementq 4that we3re closer to ,n-

derstanding it nowSL
Rarold nods I,ietlyS
4P think so tooqL he says calmlyS 4P act,ally think we3ve seen what we 

needed to seeSL
Re looks aro,nd at the familyS
4”ayue we sho,ld …,st sit down one more timeY and then we3ll give yo, 

o,r ouservations auo,t all of thisSL
Uo one brotestsS
Kveryone seems tired nowS Oerhabs also a little shocked uy how m,ch has 

act,ally ueen said o,t lo,d in front of strangersS
plowlyq they sit down again aro,nd the tauleS
ReavilyS ’ little rel,ctantlyS F,t alsoq with a certain relief that their own 

arg,ment is ueing interr,bted uy something elseS
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Uat,rallyq 0oggie follows themS
’nd for the Brst time in a long whileq the entire family sits together 

witho,t saying anythingS
Rarold looks aro,nd at themq almost abologeticallyS
45e may have gotten a little deeber into yo,r family than any of ,s 

ejbectedSL
Re gives them a smallq calm lookS
4F,t in relation to 0oggie ! which was f,ndamentally what this was 

auo,tY at least in the ueginning ! it has act,ally ueen very imbortant to 
seeSL

Re leans slightly forwardS
4P don3t know whether yo, yo,rselves noticed it in the middle of every-

thing elseq u,t 0oggie has ueen working the entire timeSL
Kveryone a,tomatically looks down at the dogS
4Re3s watching all of yo,S éonstantlySL
Re gest,res discreetly aro,ndS
45hen someone goes into their roomS 5hen someone gets ,bS 5hen 

someone moves toward the doorS 5hen the bhone ringsSL
Re ba,ses urie:yS
4Kvery single time someone is auo,t to disabbear from the gro,bY he 

reactsSL
46eahq esbecially yo,qL Wisa s,ddenly c,ts inq bointing directly at her 

fatherS 4Pf anyone has ueen disabbearingq it3s yo,SL
pherry raises a hand in front of her mo,thS
4’re yo, leaving ,sJL
The silence afterward uecomes longS
”ike stares down at the taule and looks ,ncomfortauleS Re very clearly 

wants to get away from the sit,ation nowS Wisa keebs her eyes Bjed on her 
fatherq while pherry slowly lowers her hands againS

0oggie watches all of themS
4Ps there someone elseJL pherry asks I,ietlyS 4Then …,st say itSL
Kd closes his eyes urie:y and lets o,t a heavy sighS
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The Truth
5hen he sbeaks againq his voice is more tired than angryS

4The tr,th isYL he says slowlyq 4YP3ve ueen oAered a uig …ouSL
Uo one says anythingS
4’ really uig …ouSL
Re looks away for a momentS
4Ronestlyq it3s something auove the level P normally work atSL
Re takes a heavy ureathS
4F,t it3s in another cityS ’ct,allyq bretty far awaySL
Uow he looks at themS
4’nd P didn3t know how or when P was s,bbosed to tell yo, auo,t itSL
Re shakes his head a littleS
4P already knew yo,3d reactSL
Wisa sbeaks immediatelyS
4Then why didn3t yo, …,st say soJL
Uow ”ike is getting angry tooS
46eahSL
pherry looks at him with tear-Blled eyesS
4Pf this is tr,eqL she says I,ietlyq 4then yo,3ve already worried ,s a lot 

more than yo, wo,ld have uy simbly telling the tr,thSL
4’nd who is ”iriamJL Wisa addsS
Kd says nothingS
Pt is Rarold who calmly sbeaks againS
46o, ouvio,sly have some things yo, need to talk auo,tqL he saysS 4’nd 

it3s bretty clear that a lot of it came o,t todaySL
Re glances urie:y down at 0oggieS
4F,t if we stay foc,sed on 0oggieY and we brouauly need toY then he3s 

act,ally done ejactly what a herding dog is s,bbosed to doSL
Re smiles a little abologeticallyS
4P abologiEe for the combarisonSL
’ smallq tired smile act,ally basses across Wisa3s faceS
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4Re3s ueen trying to brotect the :ockSL
Re gest,res discreetly toward the dogS
4’nd when yo, wonder why he3s esbecially ueen following KdY it3s 

brouauly ueca,se he3s the one the dog has ueen most afraid of losingSL
The room falls silent againS
Kd looks down at the dogS
4Re3s always ueen most attached to meqL he says I,ietlyS 4’nd P act,ally 

thinkY P3ve ueen irritated with him ueca,se P co,ld feel thatSL
Rarold nods slightlyS
4Wook at him nowSL
Kveryone t,rns toward 0oggieS
The dog is lying combletely relajed on the :oorS
Hor the Brst time all dayq his uody is looseS
Ris ureathing calmS
Re has act,ally fallen asleebS
4Uow he knowsqL Rarold says I,ietlyq 4that the :ock is togetherSL
Re looks aro,nd at the familyS
4’nd reallyq that3s the only thing he3s ueen trying to do this whole timeSL

The Flock Is Together
Pt has gotten darker o,tside uy the time the 1olvo slowly b,lls away from 
the streetS

The streetlights have ueg,n t,rning on one uy one uetween the nearly 
identical s,u,ruan ho,sesq and the wet sidewalks re:ect the yellowish light 
in d,ll little streaksS Fehind themq the ho,se lies I,iet againS The c,rtains 
are still drawn a little too tightlyq u,t at least now there are lights on in every 
roomS

The 1olvo h,ms ,nevenly thro,gh the neighuorhoodS
Ueither of them says anything at BrstS
The atmosbhere feels tired after the emotional intensity insideS ’s 

tho,gh uoth of them are still brocessing what they have …,st witnessedS
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TRK OKT TRKM’OPpT

Rarold drives slowly thro,gh the I,iet s,u,ruan streetsq his hands rest-
ing loosely on the steering wheelS

Mother Hens and Tomcats
’fter a whileq pobhie ureaks the silenceS

45hat ejactly …,st habbened uack thereJL
phe says it half la,ghingq half serio,sq as tho,gh she herself is still a little 

s,rbrised uy how intensely everything escalatedS
Rarold smiles faintly witho,t taking his eyes oA the roadS
46eahYL he says calmlyS 4Things escalated a littleSL
The ,nderstated way he says it makes pobhie la,gh softlyS
4’ littleJL she saysS 4Raroldq that was combletely tejtuookSL
Uow the energy slowly uegins ret,rning uetween them while the 1olvo 

keebs r,muling thro,gh the dark residential streetsS
4Pt was classic herding uehaviorqL pobhie contin,esS 4Oack instinctS peb-

arationS Fo,ndary markingSL
phe gest,res lightly with her hands as she sbeaksS
4P co,ld bractically follow it boint uy boint while it was ,nfoldingSL
Rarold nods slightlyS
46eahqL he says I,ietlyS
Hor a momentq he grows more serio,sS
4P honestly tho,ght it was hard to watchSL
pobhie glances over at himq and for a urief moment she grows I,ieter 

tooS F,t then the smile ret,rnsS
4F,tYL she saysq t,rning slightly toward himS
Uow she smiles crookedlyS
4P have to sayq yo, really ,nfolded yo,r inner mother hen in thereSL
Rarold looks gen,inely s,rbrisedS
45hatJL
46eahqL pobhie contin,esq la,ghingS 4P deBnitely got to see a new side of 

yo, thereSL
Rarold shakes his head a little with a crooked smileS
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RKUMPx xM“pK

46eahqL he saysS 4Pt3s hard work keebing everyuody togetherSL
There is almost a new resbect in the way he says itS
pobhie ureaks into warm la,ghterS
45elcome to my lifeSL
The 1olvo rolls onward thro,gh the darkness while the streetlights slide 

bast in the slightly fogged windshieldS
Then pobhie s,ddenly boints ahead thro,gh the glassS
4O,ll over thereSL
Rarold glances urie:y at herS
45hyJL
4P3m u,ying coAee at the cafNSL
phe leans uack with a satisBed smileS
4”other hens have to rememuer to feed their tomcats tooSL
Rarold smiles crookedlyS
Re t,rns the wheel down the street toward the little cafNq and the 1olvo 

co,ghs ,nhabbily at the mane,verS
Rarold immediately bats the dashuoardS
4Rear thatJL he saysS 4Kven the 1olvo feels like bart of the :ock nowSL
pobhie sighs la,ghing and shakes her headS
The 1olvo rattles onward thro,gh the evening with its ,nevenq warm 

engine so,nd uefore Bnally b,lling in uy the cafN ueneath the soft glow of 
the streetlightsS
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The Voices the 
Parrot Carried

Morning Conversations
The old Volvo coughs a little as Harold turns the key in the ignition. Not 
violently. More as if it has been woken a little earlier than it would have 
liked. The engine shudders for a moment before settling into its familiar, 
uneven rhythm.

Harold places a hand on the dashboard and pats it a couple of times.
“Yes, yes, I know you,” he says calmly. “I know. It’s a little too cold for 

you today. You would rather have stayed in the garage.”
The Volvo answers with a deep rumble from somewhere down in the 

engine compartment.
“Oh, is that what you think?” Harold says with a small smile. “I thought 

you handled it very well.”
He drives slowly out through the quiet provincial town. It is still early 

morning. The sky is gray-white and overcast, and there is still a little mois-
ture on the roads. A lone cyclist passes with his shoulders pulled up around 
his ears, and outside the bakery a man stands with a cup of coBee, smoking 
the day’s 4rst cigarette.

The Volvo creaks a little as Harold turns through a bend.
“Yes, that was a little sharp,” he admits. “9ut we made it around.”
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HKNUIS SU…xK

A moment later, the brakes squeal softly.
“Oh, so now you’re squeaking a little,” Harold says. “Yes, yesj the 

woman in front braked a little late too. I can see that. I should have warned 
you sooner.”

The gearbo5 protests with a small 0erk as he shifts gears on the way up a 
hill outside town.

“I know,” Harold says, nodding. “You’ve never liked these hills.”
The engine answers with a heavy vibration through the steering wheel.
“Yes,” Harold continues, a little more quietly. “9ut we’re both still here.”
He smiles a little to himself.
Uain, moves, dog hair, breakdowns, engine trouble, infatuations, gro-

cery bags, silence, and long drives through dark winter evenings. It has been 
there through most of it.

The engine settles down a little as they reach the wider road toward 
town.

Harold nods with satisfaction.
“There we go,” he says. “Now you’re in the mood again.”

A New Voice at the Olce
Harold parks in front of the oPce, and the engine slowly comes to rest. It 
keeps rumbling for a little while longer, as if it does not quite want to let 
go of the conversation, before one 4nal small sigh comes from down in the 
engine compartment.

Harold smiles and lightly pats the steering wheel.
“It’s always good to start the day with you,” he says.
Inside the oPce, everything is almost as usual.
There are coBee cups here and there, especially around Harold’s own 

spot. A plate with old cookie crumbs still sits on the corner of the desk 
from the day before, and a stack of papers leans dangerously over the edge 
of a folder.

xophie has already arrived.
And yet something is diBerent.
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THK GKT THKUAGIxT

xhe is completely absorbed in front of the computer. xo absorbed that 
she almost does not notice Harold coming in. The 4rst thing he notices is 
her smile. That small, concentrated smile, as if she is in the middle of an 
e5citing conversation with an old friend.

xhe even nods a little to herself along the way.
Harold hangs up his 0acket and sets down his bag.
“:ell, it’s good to see,” he says, “that you’ve already found good com-

pany this early in the morning.”
xophie laughs a little without turning all the way around.
“Yes,” she says. “I’m actually 0ust chatting a bit with zhat1GT.”
xhe shakes her head slightly and keeps smiling at the screen.
“It really is funny.”
Harold stands there for a moment, watching her with a small, crooked 

smile she does not see.
xophie keeps looking at the computer as she continues2
“It’s actually pretty wild sometimes. xometimes it almost feels as if it 

knows me better than other people do.”
Harold raises his eyebrows ever so slightly and makes a brief e5pression, 

as if he has to consider that sentence one e5tra time. 9ut he does not say 
anything directly about it. He only smiles a little crookedly.

“Yes,” he says calmly. “I actually know that feeling.”
Now xophie frowns and turns a little toward him. xhe knows perfectly 

well that Harold is not e5actly a natural when it comes to computers or 
arti4cial intelligence.

“You know that feeling?” she asks.
Harold nods solemnly.
“Yes,” he says. “You knowj the Volvo and I also have a special relation-

ship.”
He sets his coBee cup down on the table.
“:e actually had quite a talk on the way in.”
xophie lifts her gaFe fully now and smiles.
“You did?”
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HKNUIS SU…xK

“Yes,” Harold answers calmly. “It had quite a few opinions this morn-
ing.”

Harold goes over to the coBee machine and brews the day’s 4rst cup. The 
machine hums and coughs almost as much as the Volvo, he thinks, while 
it slowly struggles its way toward something that at least resembles coBee.

9ehind him, he can once again hear xophie chuckling to herself.
xhe says a few brief remarks to the screen, stops, reads, smiles again, and 

shakes her head lightly, as if she is in a truly entertaining conversation.
Harold takes the cup and goes over to his desk.
At that same moment, xophie lights up.

The Conversation Ayread’ in Progress
“Oh, there’s actually a new inquiry,” she says. “I think this one will interest 
you.”

Harold sits down slowly.
“Oh?”
“It’s about an older woman who has taken in a parrot that says some 

strange things.”
xhe turns slightly toward him.
“It’s not that she doesn’t understand itj but there’s something about it 

she doesn’t really like.”
Harold nods a little and takes the 4rst sip of coBee.
xhe scrolls a little on the screen and reads aloud2
“It doesn’t feel as if I’ve gotten a pet. It feels more as if I’ve taken over a 

conversation that was already in progress.”
xophie stops.
Harold is silent for a moment.
He sits with the coBee cup in his hand and looks oB into the air, as if 

something about that phrasing has caught on inside him.
xophie leans back in her chair. xhe still seems to be in unusually good 

spirits after her conversation with zhat1GT. xhe turns the screen slightly 
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toward Harold, even though he clearly cannot see anything from where he 
is sitting.

“I’ve actually already gotten a little ahead on this case,” she says with 
satisfaction. “It was actually one of the things I was talking with zhat1GT 
about earlier.”

Harold raises his eyebrows a little.
“You know,” xophie continues, “you start in one placej and then some 

new input comes along, and suddenly you’re somewhere else entirely.”
xhe clicks around a little.
“:aitj what was it it saidj”
xhe scrolls back.
“Uight. It mentioned that it could be a mild form of paranoia. The 

woman could also be isolatedj or maybe simply dehydrated.”
xhe breaks into a small laugh.
“It’s amaFing how many older people zhat1GT thinks are dehydrated. 

You think they’re suBering from all kinds of things, and then they 0ust need 
a glass of water.”

Harold smiles a little down into his coBee cup.
xophie continues2
“It also writes that people who live alone can sometimes begin to at-

tribute far more human qualities to animals than they actually have.”
xhe stops for a moment and seems almost thoughtful.
“That makes pretty good sense, doesn’t it?”
Harold listens quietly.
Then he asks2
“:hat does it suggest we do about it?”
There is a small pause.
Dor the 4rst time, xophie seems a little uncertain.
“:ellj” she says. “:e actually didn’t get to that.”
xhe laughs a little.
“Then we started talking about something else.”
Then she brightens again.

W6

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



HKNUIS SU…xK

“9ut I can ask it, if you want. I’ll 0ust start a new thread.”
Harold lifts his coBee cup and smiles a little crookedly.
“No,” he says calmly. “You know I prefer to investigate things in my own 

way.”
xophie nods quickly at Harold’s answer.
Maybe a little too quickly, she notices herself, because she almost imme-

diately corrects herself and says2
“No, that’s perfectly 4ne.”
xhe leans slightly forward toward the screen again.
“You go on out there. It did sound as if the woman would like help fairly 

quickly.”
There is a small pause.
Then she continues, almost a little too casually2
“And I could actually use a little more time here at the oPce with 

zhat1GT today.”
Harold does not react strongly to that. He only looks at her brie7y as he 

takes his 0acket down from the hook.
Not because he thinks something is wrong.
9ut the way she says it makes it sound almost as if she is talking about a 

real person.
As if someone is sitting there waiting for her.
He takes out his notebook and slips it into his pocket along with the 

keys.
xophie is already halfway back in the conversation again.
xhe types something quickly on the keyboard.
A moment later, she gives a small laugh.
“No, okay,” she says to the screen. “I actually hadn’t thought of that.”
Harold stands by the door for a moment, looking at her.
Then he lifts his bag over his shoulder.
“:ell,” he says calmly. “Then I suppose I’ll go see what that parrot has 

to say.”
xophie laughs a little without really looking up.
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“Yes,” she says absently. “1ood luck with that.”
9ut her attention is already back on the screen.
:hen Harold closes the door behind him, he can still hear her muted 

voice from inside the oPce, as if the conversation continues without pause.
:hen Harold comes out of the oPce, the sky is still gray, but the town 

has begun to wake a little more. There are more sounds now. A truck is 
backing up somewhere farther down the street with small electronic beeps, 
and a couple of cyclists rush past on their way into the center of town, bags 
over their shoulders and coBee in hand. The ordinary morning is slowly 
beginning to take hold.

Harold gets into the Volvo.
The engine coughs a little at startup again, but after a few shudders it 

starts faithfully.
Harold remains seated for a moment with his hands on the steering 

wheel.
Then he suddenly says2
“You really ought to have a name.”
The engine rumbles low.
“If I’m going to talk to you this much, you deserve a name.”
He thinks for a moment.
The Volvo gives another deep vibration.
Harold nods slowly.
“Yes, of course,” he says. “Volter.”
He tastes the name a little.
“Volter. V-O-8-T-K-U. That 4ts perfectly.”
The engine coughs again.

Voyterps Okinion
“Yes, yes,” Harold says. “I know you’re not quite at your best today.”

A small cough comes from the engine.
“No,” Harold continues, putting the car into gear. “I actually think we 

feel much the same way on Mondays.”
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He backs calmly out of the parking space and drives down the industrial 
road.

“:ell, Volter,” he says after a little while. “:hat do you think about a 
parrot that says strange things?”

Volter answers with silence. Then there is a small metallic vibration 
somewhere in the dashboard.

Harold nods solemnly.
“Yesj isolation can certainly not be ruled out.”
He drums his 4ngers lightly on the steering wheel.
“9ut I don’t really believe that dehydration theory.”
The engine gives a small cough.
“Yes,” Harold says. “I actually think that sounds a little far-fetched too.”
He turns through an intersection and continues2
“!o you have any suggestions, then, for what we should do about it?”
The Volvo says absolutely nothing. Only the low sound of tires against 

asphalt and a faint crackle from the heater 4ll the car.
Harold looks ahead. Then in the rearview mirror. A car behind him 

seems impatient and begins to pull out.
“Yes, yes, 0ust take it easy, Volter,” he says. “:e’ll let her pass. xhe’s clearly 

in more of a hurry than we are.”
The car passes, and Harold follows it with his eyes for a moment.
“Yes,” he then says quietly. “9ut we’ll have to 4gure it out.”
After a few minutes, the Volvo turns into a pleasant neighborhood with 

older apartment buildings. Tall trees line the street, and the sidewalks are 
wide and old. The kind of neighborhood where you still e5pect people to 
say good morning to one another in the stairwell.

xurprisingly, Harold quickly 4nds a parking space. He immediately 
looks around for any no-parking signs. He has had a few bad e5periences 
with parking attendants in the past and still feels a certain distrust toward 
people who walk around with notepads and re7ective vests. 9ut he cannot 
see anything.

He pats the steering wheel.
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“1ood work, Volter,” he says. “:e’ll take it from here.”
He gets out and looks up at the building. It is slightly old-fashioned, four 

or 4ve stories high, perhaps si5. The bricks are darker at the bottom from 
age and rain, and the entrance has the sort of brass nameplates one only 
4nds in buildings from a time when people e5pected things to last for 4fty 
years.

Inside the entrance, old worn tiles lie in a black-and-white pattern. 
Harold takes the elevator up. It gives a small 0erk as the doors close, and 
he automatically reads the name of the company that last serviced it. He 
thinks he recogniFes the name. It seems as if the same company repairs all 
the elevators in this part of town, and he only hopes that the man who was 
here last was still in full possession of his faculties.

The elevator trembles a little on the way up.
“Yes, yes,” Harold murmurs. “:e’re almost there.”

Anna MiBBeysen
At last, it stops on the 4fth 7oor with a small sigh. Harold steps out, follows 
the hallway, and stops in front of the door with the nameplate2 Anna 
Mikkelsen.

Harold thinks, for a moment, that he hears a man’s voice behind the 
door. He almost stops in mid-motion and immediately thinks that xophie 
had not mentioned anything about a couple living in the apartment. 9ut 
all right, he thinks, it might 0ust as well be the woman who has the parrot. 
He rings the bell, and a few seconds later the door opens.

Anna Mikkelsen stands before him. xhe is not very tall, but there is 
something neat and composed about her. Not elegant in a fancy way, but 
well-groomed and careful. Her movements seem a little cautious, as if her 
body no longer quite cooperates, but her eyes are warm and kind. Harold 
immediately gets the feeling that there is something polite and almost 
academic about her.

“1ood morning,” she says pleasantly. “You must be Harold.”
“Yes,” he replies with a smile. “That’s me.”
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xhe steps slightly aside and invites him in with a small gesture of her 
hand. :hile Harold takes oB his shoes and hangs up his 0acket, he has time 
to form his 4rst impressions. Uetired teacher, he thinks. Maybe a librarian. 
Maybe a math teacher. Not a 1erman teacher, he thinks, with a small 
hidden smile. Then she would probably have had her hair in a bun.

The apartment is very orderly. Not sterile, but systematic. The books 
stand perfectly straight on the shelves, and on the coBee table lie a couple of 
sudoku booklets with a pencil neatly placed beside them. There is a smell 
of coBee, and the dining table has already been set with plates, napkins, 
cookies, and sugar in a small bowl.

Harold almost lights up.
“:ell,” he says warmly, “this is a real lu5ury welcome.”
Anna smiles, a little relieved.
“I’m glad you think so.”
xhe hesitates for a moment.
“I assume I may call you by your 4rst name?”
“Yes, yes,” Harold says quickly. “My name is Harold, after all.”
“Yes,” she says. “I believe it was a woman I spoke to at the company.”
“Yes, that’s right. xophie. 9ut she has an important conversation at the 

oPce today. Our division of work is often such that I’m the one who goes 
out.”

Anna nods understandingly and then points toward the cage. It stands 
very centrally in the living room, not tucked away in a corner, but almost 
positioned like an actual piece of furniture. Harold has the strange thought 
that it takes up so much space in the room that it could almost be another 
person in the apartment.

The Lird in the Riving moof
Inside sits the parrot. Chicken.

It sits perfectly still on its perch and watches him with a gaFe that seems 
surprisingly alert.

“Glease, sit down,” Anna says kindly. “I’ll pour the coBee.”
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Harold sits down at the table and looks at the coBee pot with satisfac-
tion. Dor the occasion, he takes two lumps of sugar, which he normally 
only does on especially serious or especially coFy occasions. He is not yet 
entirely sure which category this visit belongs to.

Anna sits down across from him and almost immediately tells him that 
it was very deliberate that she wanted an African gray parrot.

“They’re the best talkers of all,” she says, brightening a little. “And in 
fact, they’re incredibly intelligent too. xome of them can countj and some 
can almost do math.”

Harold nods slowly and takes a sip of coBee.
Math teacher, he now thinks, almost convinced.
:hile they drink their coBee, he mostly sits and listens. Anna seems like a 

person who has not had many people to tell things to lately. xtill, it surprises 
him a little when an outburst suddenly comes from the cage2

“The coBee’s getting coldI”
Harold turns around with a small start. Now he knows e5actly where 

the man’s voice behind the door came from.
Anna smiles a little.
“Yes,” she says. “It has brought life into the house.”
xhe takes a small sip of coBee and continues a little more quietly2
“I simply thought it might be nice to hear someone talking in the apart-

ment. Otherwise, one 0ust walks around talking to oneself.”
xhe looks brie7y down into her cup.
“Not 0ust shrieking and noisej but something that could almost feel 

human.”
xhe smiles a little crookedly.
“And I must say, zhicken speaks incredibly well.”
Almost at the same moment, the voice comes from the cage2
“:e’ll take it once more from the topI Uight from the beginningI”
Harold stops in mid-motion with the coBee cup. Anna merely nods 

calmly and shakes her head a little, as if this is something that happens all 
the time.
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Now it is almost as if the parrot fully wakes up.
Anna gets up to start the coBee machine again, and at that very moment 

zhicken says, clearly and authoritatively2
“Uecording. Ueady.”
Harold and Anna e5change glances.
“No, no, noj that won’t do. Again.”
Harold can almost no longer keep a straight face and laughs a little.
“It really is remarkable,” he says.
“Yes,” Anna answers with a slightly tired smile. “9ut I can tell you, it goes 

on like this.”
xhe pours more coBee.
“If the telephone rings, it says2JNo interruptions during the recording.’”
xhe shakes her head a little.
“And it can go on and on.”
“:ell,” Harold says, laughing, “it’s amaFing that it even knows the tim-

ing. It’s clearly not 0ust random things it says.”
“No,” Anna says quietly. “That’s e5actly it.”
xhe looks over toward the cage.
“It reacts to very speci4c things. And sometimes you really do wonder 

how well it 4ts.”
Harold nods again and looks at the parrot for a long time. He seems 

genuinely impressed now. Not 0ust entertained, but as if he is trying to 
understand what the bird has actually learned.

Voices Drof Another RiDe
xlowly the mood changes. Not suddenly, but like the light outside gradual-
ly darkening late in the afternoon. Anna becomes quieter. xhe looks down 
into her cup and stirs the spoon against the plate a little before speaking 
again.

“I thought,” she says slowly, “that I was getting a parrot that could make 
things a little coFy.”

xhe pauses for a moment.
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“9ut it is almost as if I have brought another person into the house.”
Harold does not say anything right away. He simply sits quietly and 

looks at her.
“It doesn’t really feel like a bird 0ust repeating words,” she continues. “It 

feels more likej a voice from another life.”
xhe looks up at him now, almost as if she wants to make sure he believes 

her.
Harold nods slowly.
Anna turns her gaFe back toward the cage.
“And I can’t help wondering who the previous owner was. :hat kind 

of person he was. :hat the bird heard. :hat they had together.”
xhe sighs softly.
“In the evenings it actually gets worse. xometimes I almost get the feeling 

that it misses him.”
Harold lifts his eyes toward the parrot.
“I think I can hear it in the voice,” Anna continues. “It also starts saying 

some other things.”
xhe looks down again.
“It says2J1ood night, zhicken.’Jxleep well, zhicken.’Jxee you tomor-

row, zhicken.’”
The living room becomes silent.
Harold slowly gets up and walks toward the cage. zhicken turns its head 

and reacts at once2
“No, no, we are not 4nished yet.”
A small pause.
“Again.”
Harold cannot help smiling a little, even though the mood is not really 

suited to it.
Anna gets up too and stands beside him.
“Yes,” she says with a small smile. “It is funny. I can’t deny that.”
The smile slowly disappears again.
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“9ut for me, it is actually a little sad too. And maybe that is why I asked 
you to come.”

xhe hesitates a little.
“I don’t know whether there is something wrong with me.”
xhe looks again toward the parrot.
“I have company,” she says quietly.
Then the words come even lower2
“9ut sometimes I actually feel as if I am the one standing outside.”
The sentence lands completely still in the room.
Harold slowly turns toward her and lets the words settle.
“You feel,” he says thoughtfully, “as if you are the one standing outside?”
Anna nods.
“Outside itj” she says, nodding toward the parrot.
“jand its previous owner.”
Harold sits down at the table again, while Anna remains standing for a 

moment with the coBee pot in her hand. xhe pours more coBee for them 
both and at the same time pushes the plate of cookies a little closer to him.

“Glease, have more cookies,” she says kindly.
Harold immediately takes another one.
“They’re good,” he says sincerely.
Anna smiles, a little pleased.
“Yes, it’s a recipe I’ve used for many years.”
xhe sits down again, and for a moment there is silence between them. 

Harold takes a sip of coBee before asking2
“How long have you actually had it?”
Anna thinks for a moment before answering.
“I’ve actually only lived here for four months,” she says slowly. “xo, I’ve 

only had the parrot for two.”
xhe glances brie7y down at her leg.
“I developed a bad leg, and stairs and getting around became harder and 

harder for me. In the end, I had to move.”
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xhe lets her eyes drift around the apartment a little, almost as if she still 
does not quite feel at home there.

“This place is practical,” she continues. “There’s a good view, it’s acces-
sible, and in many ways it’s easier to be here than in the house.”

xhe pauses for a moment.
“9ut it is also quieter.”
Another small pause.
“More closed oB.”
Harold nods quietly as she continues2
“That was actually why I bought zhicken. I missed life.”
xhe sends a small, crooked smile toward the cage.
“:hen you don’t get out much anymore, you don’t hear many voices 

either.”
xhe looks at the parrot for a moment.
“9ut maybe those weren’t quite the voices I missed.”
“It must be diPcult,” Harold says thoughtfully, “to move from a place 

you are used to.”
Anna nods slowly.
“Yes,” she answers quietly. “It has been very diPcult.”
There is another little silence between them. Not awkward, more like a 

pause in which they are both sitting with their own thoughts.

The Address
Then Harold asks2

“:here did you actually get the parrot?”
Anna straightens the napkin in front of her a little before answering.
“My daughter actually helped me. And she was really the one who 

suggested that I should get a parrot.”
xhe smiles a little resignedly.
“I’ve had both a dog and a cat before, but they’re not allowed in this 

building. And it probably wouldn’t work anymore anyway.”
xhe thinks for a moment.
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“I don’t actually have the phone number anymorej but I do have the 
address.”

xhe slowly gets up and walks over to a small bulletin board by the 
kitchen. xhe takes down a note and comes back with it to Harold.

He accepts it and reads the address.
Then he reads it once more.
A little more slowly this time, as if he is trying to get more out of it than 

what is actually written on the paper.
“It could be interesting,” he says thoughtfully, “to know a little more 

about its history.”
He looks up at her.
“:ho knowsj perhaps it could help you a little.”
“Gerhaps,” Anna says quietly, and she seems somewhat relieved that he 

is at least taking her feeling seriously.
Harold folds the note and puts it in his pocket.
“If it’s all right with you,” he says, “I think I’ll look into it a little more. 

Of course, I’ll think about it too, but perhaps it might help to contact the 
previous owner.”

He gets up and puts on his 0acket.
“I promise you, it won’t take long.”
Anna follows him to the door. xhe seems lighter now. xtill sad, but not 

quite as alone as before.
“It has actually been very pleasant,” she says. “I don’t see very many 

people anymore.”
xhe smiles a little.
“xo, this has been a lovely visit.”
Harold nods warmly.
“I hope we’ll speak again.”
“:e will,” he answers calmly.
Kust as he turns to walk toward the elevator, a voice comes from inside 

the living room2
“:e’ll continue tomorrow.”
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There is a small pause.
“Uememberj we are not 4nished yet.”
Harold cannot help smiling a little to himself as the elevator doors slowly 

close in front of him.
A little later, when he gets into the Volvo, he does so a bit heavily, as if 

the visit is still sitting in his body. He closes the door behind him, and for 
a moment everything around him is completely quiet before he turns the 
key.

Volter immediately coughs a little unhappily at startup.
“:ell, Volter,” Harold says as the car slowly begins to roll away from the 

curb. “:hat do you think?”
There is silence for a moment. Only the uneven rumble of the engine 

and the sound of the tires against the asphalt 4ll the car.
“:ell,” Harold says then, half to himself, “it’s strange, really, what voices 

can carry with them.”
He stops brie7y for a cyclist, then continues down the street.
“:hat world they come fromj and whether we actually belong in it.”
Volter sends a deep vibration through the steering wheel.
“Maybe it’s familiar,” Harold continues after a pause. “Maybe it’s for-

eign.”
He thinks of the parrot’s voice, of the small instructions, and of2
“:e’ll take it once more from the top.”
He also thinks of Anna’s e5pression when she said she felt like an out-

sider in her own home.
His thoughts are interrupted by a small cough from the engine, and 

Harold smiles faintly.
“Yes,” he says. “It might actually be interesting to 4nd out who it has 

really been living with.”
The engine growls a little deeper this time.
Harold nods solemnly.
“Yes,” he says. “That’s what I think too.”
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He continues quietly through town without saying anything more. 
Kven so, he can clearly feel the moods the visit has left in him. It is almost as 
if something is still sitting in the car with him2 a loneliness, a foreign voice, 
and the feeling of stepping into a life that had already begun long before 
he arrived.

:hen Harold steps into the oPce a little later, he moves more slowly 
than he did earlier in the day. Not heavily in a sad way, but like a person 
still carrying the atmosphere of another place. Anna’s words are still with 
him.

The oPce is almost e5actly as it was when he left. xophie is still sitting 
in front of the computer with the same small, concentrated smile. xhe is 
leaning toward the screen as if she is in the middle of an e5citing conversa-
tion, and she almost does not notice him coming in.

“:ell,” Harold says, a little comically, as he hangs up his 0acket, “so 
you’re still talking to your best friend.”

xophie smiles without looking away from the screen.
“Yes,” she says. “It’s still amaFing.”
Harold remains standing for a moment, almost waiting for her to ask 

about the visit, but she does not. xo, he says it himself2
“It was actually an interesting visit.”
“Oh,” xophie answers absently, without looking up. xhe is clearly some-

where else entirely.
Harold smiles mildly.
“I meanj if you want to hear about it.”
Now xophie suddenly notices herself and looks up, a little startled.
“Oh yes. 1oodness, yes, sorry.”
xhe straightens up a little in her chair.
“Of course I want to hear about it.”
Harold takes the note with the address from his pocket.
“Actually, I need you to maybe help me with something,” he says, hand-

ing her the note. “The woman got the parrot from this address, but she 
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doesn’t really know anything about the place. It was her daughter who 
helped her.”

He hesitates a little.
“I’d actually like to know who lives there.”
xophie brightens immediately.
“That won’t take long.”
xhe takes the note and turns back toward the screen. Then she half turns 

toward Harold again.
“I’ll sort of pretend it’s you asking. Is that okay?”
Harold looks a little confused. Not critical. He simply does not quite 

understand why that is necessary. 9ut he nods anyway.
“Yes, yes.”

Hear uaroyd
xophie begins typing, and a moment later she reads aloud2

“!ear Harold. Thank you for using me to investigate this interesting 
little task.”

Harold slowly raises his eyebrows, mostly at the wording.
xophie continues2
“The address you wish to know more about belongs to 9orge xorensen 

and :illiam xorensen. They are most likely father and son.”
xhe clicks a little farther down.
“I can also tell you, Harold, something that will probably interest you.”
xhe smiles almost e5pectantly.
“9orge xorensen has worked as a voice narrator specialiFing in crime 

novels and commercials. In addition, he has also recorded voices for car-
toons.”

xhe pauses brie7y and reads on2
“Gerhaps this may help you in the case you are currently working on 

involving a parrot.”
Harold stares at her for a moment.
“:hat?” he says, almost incredulous.
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“Yes,” xophie says, smiling. “It remembers the things I’m working on.”
xhe reads on2
“If you would like further information, I would be very happy to help 

you, Harold.”
xophie turns to him with a smile.
“Isn’t it sweet?”
Harold stands still for a moment.
“Yesj” he says slowly. “Maybe almost a little too much for my taste.”
He smiles a little crookedly.
“It feels a bit strange, anyway.”
Then he shrugs.
“9ut the information sounds interesting.”
xophie nods with satisfaction.
“1o on out and take a look. It could actually be e5citing.”
9ut almost even as she says it, she is already mentally on her way back to 

the screen.
Harold goes over and makes a cup of coBee, and while the machine 

hums, he notices how xophie once again types quickly, smiles to herself, 
leans toward the screen, pauses to read, and answers almost silently, as if 
she is in a real conversation.

Harold takes the coBee cup and the keys. He almost tries to leave unno-
ticed.

And he actually succeeds.
xophie does not notice him go.

The uobse That mefefSered
Harold pulls the car over and looks once more at the little note from Anna 
Mikkelsen before looking up at the house number. It matches. He parks in 
front of the house, but remains seated for a moment, looking at the place 
through the windshield.

It is an older red-brick villa, solid and well built, but also a little worn in 
the way houses become worn when someone slowly stops truly living in 
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them. The garden is lush, almost a little too lush. It is clear that it was once 
cared for with great love, but now the plants grow more freely. :eeds stand 
between the paving stones, and the hedge has been allowed to spread out 
over the path. It gives Harold the feeling of a place where life once 4lled 
more space, as if the house still remembers it.

He gets out and walks up to the door. After a little while, it is opened by 
a man of about forty. He is dressed practically, a little tired in the face, but 
friendly.

“Yes?” he says. “zan I help you?”
“Yes,” Harold says, smiling a little apologetically. “This may sound a little 

strange.”
He holds out his hand.
“I’m from a small company that works with petsj or perhaps more 

precisely, with people and their pets. :e’re called The Get Therapist.”
The man looks a little surprised, but not dismissive. He nods slowly and 

takes his hand.
“:illiam.”
Then Harold mentions zhicken and e5plains that he has 0ust visited an 

older woman who has taken over a parrot by that name. :illiam immedi-
ately lights up.

“Oh,” he says with a warm smile. “My father’s old parrot.”
He laughs a little.
“I certainly hope it’s doing well.”
Harold shrugs slightly.
“It talks nonstop at any rate.”
:illiam immediately bursts out laughing.
“Yes,” he says. “I can believe that.”
He leans a little against the door.
“It was actually my father’s everything. It really brought him to life.”
His smile grows a little quieter.
“It was hard that he couldn’t take it with him to the nursing home.”
Harold looks a little surprised.
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“He’s in a nursing home?”
:illiam nods.
“Yes. That happened about si5 months ago.”
He glances brie7y down at the ground.
“He had been ill for quite a while. Things slowly went downhill, and 

in the end, he couldn’t manage on his own anymore. And unfortunately, 
he wasn’t allowed to bring zhicken with him. That was the one thing he 
really wanted.”

Harold nods thoughtfully.
“I’ve heard,” he says, “that your father worked as a voice narrator.”
:illiam smiles almost proudly now.
“Yes, he certainly did. That was his great passion.”
He glances brie7y into the house and then steps aside with a crooked 

smile.
“zome in. I’ll show you.”
Harold thanks him and follows him inside. The house is darker inside 

than he had imagined. Not sad, 0ust a little heavy with silence and old fur-
niture. They walk through a narrow hallway and then down the basement 
stairs, where old chairs, moving bo5es, stacks of books, and a lamp without 
a shade stand along the walls.

:illiam turns on the light in the basement hallway.
“Yes,” he says, a little apologetically. “I don’t come down here very 

much.”
The ceiling is low, and the air is cool. At the end of the hallway, :illiam 

stops in front of a door. He rests his hand on the handle for a moment.
“This,” he says quietly, “was his world.”

The Lasefent Wtbdio
:illiam opens the door and steps in 4rst.

“Yes,” he says with a small, crooked smile. “:elcome to the cave.”
He turns on the light.
“Or ratherj my father’s study for thirty years, I would guess.”
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Harold steps in behind him. The room has a low ceiling and is tightly 
packed. It feels warm in a slightly enclosed way, as if the air is still holding 
on to decades of voices and coBee steam. Kverywhere there are books 
and technical equipment. On the large table lie piles of manuscripts with 
small handwritten notes in the margins. xeveral diBerent microphones 
are mounted on arms, and cables run across the 7oor between old tape 
recorders, sound cards, and small blinking bo5es Harold has no idea how 
to use.

Doam panels have been mounted on the walls to dampen the sound. 
xeveral lamps hang crookedly over the worktable, and on a shelf lie head-
phones in various siFes and models. Harold steps a little farther into the 
room and looks at the bookshelves. It is almost all crime novels and classics.

!ickens. zonan !oyle. zhristie. ximenon. Old worn paperbacks with 
bent spines and little scraps of paper sticking out between the pages.

He turns toward :illiam.
“Your father was truly passionate,” he says quietly. “There’s no doubt 

about that.”
:illiam nods slowly.
“Yes,” he says. “This really was his refuge. His work and his cave at the 

same time.”
He looks around the room with a small smile.
“He could sit down here all day. Honestly, I think he could sit down here 

all night too.”

ChicBenps Ioryd
Then he points toward a square table by the wall.

“And the cage actually stood over there.”
Harold looks in that direction, and suddenly everything falls into place 

inside him. He can almost hear it now2 the parrot, the voices, the read-
ings, the repetitions, the endless hours in this little room. He imagines 
the lamplight late at night, the microphone, pages turning, and zhicken 
sitting there listening to voices hour after hour.
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“It was part of everything,” :illiam says.
He laughs a little.
“I honestly don’t know how long he had it. 9ut apparently, he managed 

to teach it when to keep quiet.”
They both laugh softly.
“Althoughj” :illiam continues, “it would interrupt sometimes too.”
He makes a small gesture with his hand.
“It imitated voices. Uepeated lines. zommented on things.”
He shakes his head slightly.
“It was actually incredibly talented.”
Dor a moment he grows quieter.
“And my father loved that. He loved that bird more than anything.”
The room falls silent for a moment.
“It de4nitely learned a lot down here,” :illiam says at last, leaning 

lightly against the table. “I took care of it myself for a while when my father 
was in the hospital, and I have to admit, it was pretty intense listening to it 
talk.”

Harold looks at him questioningly.
:illiam shrugs slightly.
“xome truths came out once in a while too.”
He glances brie7y toward the microphone.
“And sometimes it was actually hard to tell what came from the booksj 

and what came from real life.”
“The new ownerj Anna, that’s her name,” Harold says, breaking in 

gently, “she’s actually noticed that too.”
:illiam raises his eyebrows slightly.
“xhe has?”
“Yes,” Harold says. “It’s not that she’s frightened by it. Not really. 9ut 

she’s become preoccupied with who the voices actually belong to. :hat 
kind of life the bird is carrying around inside it.”

:illiam nods slowly.
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“I understand that” he says quietly. “I actually thought something sim-
ilar myself when I was taking care of it.”

Harold lets his gaFe drift around the room once more. There is still 
something hanging in the air down here. Nothing frightening, more like 
traces of concentration and voices and many hours lived inside the same 
small room.

“It almost feels as ifj” Harold says thoughtfully, searching for the right 
words, “jas if it wouldn’t take much to imagine that both your father and 
the parrot are still here.”

:illiam smiles a little crookedly.
“Yes,” he says. “I actually think that sometimes too.”
He looks around the basement.
“There’s still a lot of atmosphere down here.”
The room grows quiet for a moment. Then Harold asks2
“9ut you said he lives in a nursing home?”
:illiam nods.
“8uckily, it’s close by. I visit him almost every day.”
Harold hesitates a little.
“!o you think it would be possible to visit him?”
:illiam answers almost immediately.
“I can’t imagine why it wouldn’t be.”
He smiles faintly.
“He misses company.”
Harold nods slowly.
“:hat ifj” he says. “:hat if I brought the parrot with me?”
:illiam goes completely still for a moment. Then his e5pression visibly 

changes.
“Yes,” he says, almost moved. “That would be the icing on the cake.”
He laughs quietly to himself.
“That would truly touch his heart.”
A small pause follows.
“He would appreciate that enormously.”
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Harold nods and pulls his 0acket a little closer around himself.
“Thank you for showing me around.”
:illiam follows him out through the basement and toward the front 

door.
“Glease let me know,” he says, “if there’s anything else I can help with.”
“I will.”
Harold walks out toward the car, but 0ust before he reaches the Volvo, 

:illiam calls after him2
“If you want to visit him, it’s best after ten o’clockj or after the after-

noon rest around three.”
Harold turns and nods.
“Thank you.”
He gets into the car but does not start it right away. Instead, he 0ust sits 

there for a while, staring ahead through the windshield. Drom inside the 
house, he can hear the door closing. Only then does he turn the key.

Volter coughs softly, but this time Harold says nothing. He is still sitting 
with the feeling of a life that has been lived very intensely and very partic-
ularly. A life 4lled with voices, stories, and repetitions.

And with the strange thought that the parrot is still carrying some of it 
around inside itself.

The Fdea
Harold remains seated in the car for a while with his hands on the steering 
wheel. He stares out through the windshield without really focusing on 
anything, as if his thoughts are still down in the basement among micro-
phones, voices, and old crime novels. Then suddenly he says out loud to 
himself2

“:ellj why not?”
He nods slightly to himself.
“8et’s do it.”
Volter coughs quietly as Harold accelerates and pulls out onto the road.
“Yes, yes,” Harold says. “You obviously agree.”
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He turns the car around and drives back toward the neighborhood 
where Anna Mikkelsen lives. A short while later, he is once again standing 
in front of the elevator in the old apartment building. This time the place 
already feels strangely familiar, as if he has not really been gone very long.

He takes the elevator up to the 4fth 7oor and rings the bell. Anna opens 
the door almost immediately and looks genuinely surprised.

“:ell,” she says, laughing a little awkwardly while still holding onto the 
doorknob, “that was fast. I certainly didn’t e5pect you to work quite that 
quickly.”

Then she smiles warmly.
“9ut it’s nice. I’m obviously happy to see you againj it 0ust surprises me 

a little.”
Harold seems more engaged now, almost lighter somehow.
“Yes,” he says, “but I actually thought we might as well continue right 

away. There’s really no reason to wait.”
Anna immediately steps aside.
“:ell then, come in. :ould you like more coBee?”
“No, no,” Harold says quickly.
Kven so, he sits down at the table again, and Anna takes the seat opposite 

him. This time zhicken sits quietly in the cage, observing them without 
saying a word.

Harold tells her about the visit to :illiam. About the house, the base-
ment, and the studio. About the books, the voices, and the microphones. 
And about the cage that had stood in the middle of it all. Anna listens with 
great intensity, as though something is slowly falling into place inside her.

“It was really strange,” Harold says thoughtfully. “It almost felt as if 
thirty years between the two of them were still hanging in the room.”

Anna glances brie7y toward the parrot.

The Previobs Owner
Then Harold suddenly says2

“And actually, I got an idea.”
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Anna looks at him questioningly.
“:hy don’t we visit him?”
“:ho?” she asks, a little confused.
“The previous owner.”
Now Anna becomes completely quiet.
“Him?” she says. “At the nursing home?”
Harold nods and adds calmly2
“And we’ll bring zhicken with us.”
Anna stops completely.
“All three of us?”
xhe smiles a little skeptically, almost as if she thinks he is 0oking, but 

Harold continues in complete seriousness2
“I actually think we might understand both the bird and the voices 

better if we saw it all where it began.”
He leans slightly forward.
“That’s often how it is with people and animals. You understand the 

relationship better when you see it being lived out.”
Anna remains silent while Harold continues2
“I think we might become much wiser about what kind of life has 

actually moved in with you.”
Anna now looks clearly uncertain. Not because she does not want to do 

it, but because everything is happening so quickly.
“I’m really not used to,” she says apologetically, “this much happening 

in a single day.”
xhe smiles nervously.
“I certainly didn’t imagine any of this.”
xhe thinks for a moment.
“9ut maybe we could do it ne5t week?”
Once again Harold surprises her.
“No,” he says calmly. “I actually think we should strike while the iron is 

hot.”
Anna laughs nervously.
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“9utj how are we supposed to get there?”
Harold shrugs.
“:ell, I have a car.”
A small smile spreads across his face.
“And it’s a station wagon. There’s plenty of room for a parrot cage in the 

back.”
Anna glances down at her leg.
“You’ll probably have to help support me down the stairs,” she says 

quietly. “I still don’t walk very well.”
“Yes, yes,” Harold says calmly. “:e’ll manage.”
xilence settles between them for a moment. Then suddenly Anna breaks 

into a small laugh.
“:ell then, a great deal more is certainly going to happen today than I 

e5pected.”
And for the 4rst time since Harold met her, she seems more alive than 

lonely.
Harold stands up.
“I’ll pick you up at three.”
Anna nods slowly.
“Yesj I suppose you will.”
He walks toward the door, but 0ust before he opens it, a voice sounds 

from the living room2
“:e’re ready.”
A small pause follows.
“Ne5t scene.”

Wtiyy TayBing
:hen Harold opens the oPce door a little later, he almost e5pects some-
thing to have changed. 9ut nothing has.

xophie is sitting in almost e5actly the same position as before. The same 
concentration. The same small smiles on her lips. If anything has changed, 
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it is only that she seems even more absorbed now. xhe barely notices him 
coming in.

It sounds as if she is in the middle of a conversation about e5ercise, diet, 
and personal development. Harold only hears her side of it, but it is enough 
for him to notice something new in the way she speaks.

“Yes,” she says, nodding slightly toward the screen. “That actually makes 
a lot of sense.”

A moment later she says2
“That’s interesting that you say that.”
Harold remains standing for a while. There is something almost thera-

peutic about her tone now. zalm. APrming. xmooth. As if she is slowly 
beginning to speak the same language as the voice on the screen.

He watches her for a moment before saying, a little louder than neces-
sary2

“I’m picking Anna up at three.”
xophie nods almost automatically without taking her eyes oB the screen.
“Mhm.”
Harold remains standing a little longer but then decides he might as well 

leave again right away. He goes out and closes the door behind him, but 
out in the hallway he stops. Then he turns back, opens the door again, and 
sticks his head in.

“9y the way, I’ve 4gured out what the Volvo’s name is.”
There is a small pause.
Now xophie actually looks up.
“Yes?”
“It has its own personality,” Harold says solemnly. “xo why not call it by 

its name?”
xophie bursts out laughing.
“Okay,” she says. “:hat’s its name?”
“Volter.”
xophie smiles.
“:ell, would you look at that.”
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Almost at once, her gaFe slides back toward the screen, but Harold 
remains standing in the doorway.

“9ut to keep it brief,” he says with a small smile, “and not disturb you 
too muchj”

He pauses.
“jI’ve actually been back out to see the parrot lady.”
“Again?” xophie says, glancing up.
xhe smiles lightly.
“You’ve certainly become active. !oes everything have to be handled in 

one day?”
“Yes,” Harold says. “I’m picking her up at three.”
He rests one hand on the doorframe.
“And then we’re actually going to visit the previous owner.”
xophie looks brie7y up from the screen.
“:ell, that sounds great,” she says quickly. “Have a good trip.”
Then she turns back to the computer.
Harold stands there for a moment, looking at her, before quietly closing 

the door behind him and heading back to the car.

The Visit
The Volvo is parked outside the nursing home. The engine is oB now, but 
the car is still giving oB small metallic clicks after the drive. Inside, Anna 
sits in the passenger seat with her hands folded a little nervously in her lap, 
while zhicken stands in the cage behind her, slowly moving its head from 
side to side.

The glass doors of the nursing home open, and Harold comes out with 
quick steps and a small smile. He opens the car door.

“Kverything’s 4ne,” he says. “He’s up from his afternoon rest.”
Anna nods a little nervously and carefully puts one foot outside. Drom 

inside the cage, a voice immediately says2
“:e’re ready. :e’re ready.”
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Harold cannot help smiling a little. He helps Anna out of the car while 
she leans on his arm, and at the same time he lifts the parrot cage out with 
his other hand.

Inside the nursing home, the light is dim and warm. There is a smell 
of coBee mi5ed with cleaning products and something slightly sweet that 
Harold cannot quite place. Drom a lounge farther away comes the sound 
of a television playing a little too loudly.

A staB member is already waiting for them.
“This way,” she says kindly.
They walk down a long hallway, and Harold notices the pictures on 

the walls. Gaintings of 7owers, landscapes, and small boats, probably made 
by some of the residents themselves. A walker rolls slowly past them, and 
somewhere a door stands open, revealing an elderly man asleep in front of 
a television.

Anna has grown quieter now, and even zhicken no longer says anything. 
It is as if the visit has already subdued all three of them as they follow the 
staB member down the hallway. At last they stop in front of a door with 
the nameplate2

9orge xorensen.
The staB member goes in 4rst.
“1ood afternoon, 9orge,” she says calmly. “You have visitors.”
A faint voice is heard from inside the room.
“:ellj who could that be?”
There is a short pause.
“It must be :illiam.”
The staB member smiles a little.
“No, not this time.”
Then she steps aside and lets them in.
9orge is sitting in an armchair by the window. He seems smaller and 

more fragile than Harold had imagined. His voice is thin and hoarse, but 
his eyes are still alive, and there is something alert in the way he looks at 
them.
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Harold walks over to him and shakes his hand.
“:e’ve actually come with an old acquaintance,” he says calmly.
Then he places the cage on the table.
9orge’s face changes at once.
“:ellj” he says softly, and there is almost laughter in his voice. “Is it 

really you?”
He leans forward a little.
“I’ve thought about you a great deal.”
A small smile slowly spreads across his face.
“How are you?”

Chakter Tweyve
zhicken answers immediately2

“zhapter twelve.”
The room becomes completely still.
Then 9orge says, almost automatically2
“The hallway was empty.”
zhicken continues2
“No one had seen her since Tuesday.”
Anna and Harold e5change a glance as 9orge quietly continues2
“9ut the door was still open.”
It feels almost like an old dance. 8ike two people who have practiced 

together for so many years that the rhythm still e5ists all by itself, without 
anyone having to think about it anymore.

Anna and Harold remain standing a little in the background as specta-
tors. xometimes zhicken answers. xometimes 9orge answers. They hear 
fragments of xhakespeare, small cartoon voices, dramatic crime-novel 
lines, and instructions from the studio. Now and then 9orge laughs quietly 
to himself, and slowly Anna, too, begins to smile more naturally.

At one point 9orge says quietly, addressing them both2
“It has heard more of my lifej than any human being has.”
There is silence afterward.
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Anna looks from the bird to the old man, and now she understands it 
better. xuddenly she no longer sees only a parrot. xhe sees an entire life. An 
entire relationship. A world of voices, repetitions, and loneliness that the 
bird still carries with it.

They stay a little longer, but not for long. 9orge seems happy, but also 
very tired.

:hen at last they are about to leave, he looks at zhicken for a long time 
and says only2

“8ovely bird.”
zhicken turns its head slightly and answers2
“:e’ll continue tomorrow.”
9ack outside by the car, Anna stands still for a moment, looking up 

toward the nursing home windows.
“It almost seems a shame to take it away again,” she says softly.
Harold nods quietly.
“Yes,” he says. “In a way, it belongs here.”
On the way through town, Anna sits in silence for a long time. The Volvo 

hums calmly through the late-afternoon streets while people are on their 
way home from work, and the light outside slowly grows softer and more 
golden.

zhicken does not say much anymore either. It is almost as if the visit has 
made the bird quieter too.

At last Anna says softly2
“Yesj I understand it better now.”
Harold glances over at her brie7y but lets her continue at her own pace.
“You were right,” she says. “That meeting would do something.”
xhe looks straight ahead for a moment before continuing2
“It really is incredible at talking.”
A small sigh slips between the words.
“9ut it isn’t me it’s talking to.”
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A Yoreign RiDe
xhe keeps her hands folded in her lap.

“I’ve brought a stranger’s life into my home.”
Harold nods thoughtfully.
“zan you keep it, then?”
Anna thinks for a long time before answering.
“I’ll think about that.”
The Volvo turns quietly through an intersection.
“9ut one thing I do know,” she says after a while. “If I’m going to keep 

itj something new has to begin.”
xhe glances back toward the cage.
“I don’t want to compete with the past.”
There is silence again.
“I don’t want to be a voice inside its world.”
Harold nods slowly without saying anything.
Anna continues now, even more honestly2
“Maybe it was actually the wrong choice for me altogether.”
xhe smiles a little sadly.
“I don’t miss sounds.”
xhe turns her gaFe toward the window.
“I miss people with their own voices. I miss conversations that are pre-

sent.”
xhe looks down brie7y at her hands.
“And I don’t get that with it.”
Then she gives a small nod to herself.
“That has become clear now.”
They continue through town in silence, but it no longer feels like the 

heavy silence from before. More like the silence after something has fallen 
into place. As if something old has been understood, and something new 
may slowly be beginning.
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HiEerent moads
It is late afternoon now. The light outside has grown darker and more 
golden, and the whole oPce feels quieter than it did earlier in the day. The 
coBee cups are still sitting out on the tables, but now the room feels tired 
in the pleasant way places do after a long day of people, conversations, and 
small interruptions.

xophie is still sitting at the computer, almost in e5actly the same posi-
tion as before. The same small smiles drift across her face, and the same 
concentration rests over her, as if the hours have hardly e5isted for her at 
all.

:ithout looking up, she asks2
“:ellj how did it go?”
Harold slowly hangs up his 0acket and takes his time, as if he is still 

carrying a little of the atmosphere from the nursing home and the drive 
with Anna with him.

“:ell,” he says thoughtfully. “I actually think it went well.”
He pauses for a moment.
“Maybe not quite as e5pected. 9ut still well.”
“And what about the parrot?” xophie asks, still without lifting her eyes 

from the screen.
Harold thinks for a moment before answering.
“I actually think,” he says quietly, “that she’s going to give it up.”
Now xophie reacts properly for the 4rst time. xhe looks up with a 

surprised e5pression.
“That’s not good,” she says. “That doesn’t sound like the solution you 

were supposed to 4nd.”
9efore Harold has time to e5plain further, xophie has already turned 

back to the screen.
“I actually asked zhat1GT about it,” she says, scrolling a little. “It says 

something about how people who are isolated or lonely sometimes believe 
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animals can compensate for human relationships. Kspecially parrots, be-
cause they talk.”

xhe reads clearly from the screen2
“The person should strengthen her human relationships in order to 

calibrate her perception of reality.”
There is a short pause while she reads on.
“Attributing human qualities to animals often stems from isolation and 

deeper loneliness.”
Now she actually looks up at Harold. Dully present this time.
“:hat do you think of that?”
Harold thinks for a moment before smiling quietly.
“:ell,” he says calmly. “That’s actually what we arrived at too.”
He pauses for a moment.
“Or ratherj that’s what she arrived at herself.”
xophie immediately brightens a little.
“9ut look how fast,” she says, pointing at the screen. “I 0ust wrote a few 

sentences, and there it was.”
Harold nods calmly.
“Yes,” he says. “You’re right about that.”
He looks at her for a moment before continuing.
“9ut there is still a diBerence, xophie.”
xhe frowns a little.
“How big can that diBerence really be?”
Harold slowly sits down in his oPce chair and rolls a little closer to her.
“:ell,” he says quietly. “You’ve been sitting behind that screen all day.”
He smiles a little.
“And clearly en0oying yourself.”
Now xophie smiles too, almost against her will.
“And Ij” Harold continues, “jI visited three people and a parrot and 

a nursing home and a basement full of old voices.”
He pauses for a moment.
“And drank an awful lot of coBee.”
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Now xophie cannot help laughing a little, and Harold smiles back.
“It may well be that the solution is the same,” he says calmly. “9ut the 

road there has been very diBerent for the two of us.”
Now xophie falls silent. xhe looks away from the screen. Ueally away 

from it. It is as if, for the 4rst time all day, she does not quite know what to 
say.

Then she asks, a little lower2
“9ut what should I have done, then, if it was supposed to be diBerent?”
xhe hesitates a little.
“I meanj I’m actually serious, Harold.”
xhe looks directly at him now.
“If I were to follow your advice?”
Harold smiles warmly.
“I’m not saying there’s anything wrong with your way,” he says calmly. 

“9ut if you wanted to try something diBerentj”
He leans back slightly in the chair.
“jthen I actually think you should have strengthened your human 

relationships in order to calibrate your perception of reality.”
Now xophie turns her head fully toward him and bursts out laughing. 

xhe clearly feels hit by the wording.
“And which voice do you think I should listen to?” she asks, laughing. 

“It sounds as if there have been quite a few today.”

The Voice xob Hidnpt -.kect
Harold is silent for a moment before he answers2

“Maybe the one that might say something you weren’t e5pecting.”
xophie looks 4rst at the screen. Then back at Harold.
Harold gets up and walks over toward the coBee machine.
“And Volter,” he says over his shoulder. “You knowj the Volvo and 

mej”
He nods solemnly.
“jwe happen to be in complete agreement on that point.”
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xophie laughs again.
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The Reputation of 
Bear

A Wednesday in the Common House
Wednesday evening hums with voices and movement inside the common 
house. The smell of hot food hangs heavily and pleasantly in the air, mixed 
with the scent of cobee, freshly kaPed kread, and the sweet notes of an 
apple caPe already waiting on the dessert takle. ’lates clinP softly against 
one another, chairs scrape kacP and forth, and conversations drift across 
the room ketween the takles liPe small currents that constantly split apart 
and weave together again.

Two of  the  community-s  families  are  responsikle  for  dinner  this 
Wednesday and move kacP and forth ketween the Pitchen and the serving 
takles with practiced ease. They re“ll platters, wipe their hands on dish 
towels, and receive compliments with the mixture of modesty and satis”
faction that clearly shows this is far from the “rst time they have done this.

AThere-s de“nitely more seasoning in the sauce this time,R an older man 
says with an approving nod.

Bround “fty people are gathered this evening. 8oughly half are retirees 
who have lived in the community for many years and move around with 
the calm con“dence that comes from hakits and “xed routines. 9ut there 
are also younger couples, a few families with children, and a couple of 
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NIK8US S8zqI

teenagers sitting a little more loosely scattered around the room with their 
phones lying keside their plates.

The atmosphere is relaxed, almost warm, kut at the same time there is 
something organijed underneath it all. Ut kecomes okvious very JuicPly 
that people Pnow each other well here. Kot ?ust names, kut stories, rou”
tines, and small details. Who always arrives late. Who prefers sitting ky the 
window. Who cannot eat onions. Who went through surgery last winter. 
Iverything feels shaped over time.

’eople switch seats around a little from one gathering to the next, kut 
even so, they almost instinctively drift kacP toward familiar relationships 
and well”worn conversations. B group of retirees sits together at one 
long takle discussing local politics with great seriousness, while a younger 
mother tries to convince her son to eat something green kefore he is allowed 
dessert.

ALust one more carrot,R she says.
AThat-s kasically a whole salad,R the koy replies dramatically, maPing 

several people around the takle smile.
qmall comments 0y through the room.
AWho krought the picPled keetsYR
AThose are Lohn-s.R
AWell, that explains it.R
ANas anyone seen my water kottleYR
AUt-s ky the cobee machine. qame as last time.R
Iverything feels lively and natural. CiPe a place where people have spent 

a long time practicing how to share a life together.
B woman lightly taps her spoon against her glass. The sound does not 

cut through the room sharply, yet it spreads JuicPly enough that the con”
versations slowly kegin to fade. ’eople turn toward her, some still holding 
their forPs, others leaning kacP in their chairs with expectant smiles.

qhe rises with the glass in her hand.

The New Residents
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AOes, excuse me,R she says with a small smile, Akut tonight is actually a very 
special evening.R

The room grows even Juieter.
AWe have two new residents.R
B few people are already nodding toward one side of the room.
ABnd as chair of the koard, it-s my lovely duty to welcome you.R qhe lifts 

her glass slightly. Aqo welcome, qusan and Tom.R
The two of them rise near the edge of the room. ’eople applaud sponta”

neously, warmly, and without hesitation. qeveral smile at them, and some 
nod with recognition, as though they have already spoPen with them 
earlier in the day.

The chairwoman continues.
Ner name is —harlotte, and she speaPs with the calm con“dence of 

someone accustomed to gathering a room together.
AWell, we do have a tradition here,R she says. ABnd that is that new 

residents get at least one chance to say a few words.R
Caughter spreads around the takles.
Aqo, now-s your chance, Tom and qusan. Tell us a little akout your”

selves.R
Tom sends qusan a JuicP glance kefore setting down his glass and 

straightening slightly.
AWell1R he says with a small laugh. AWe come from the countryside. qo 

this is Juite a change for us.R
B couple of the older residents nod in understanding.
AWe lived in a small village on an old farm property for1 well, almost 

thirty years now.R Ne shaPes his head lightly, almost surprised ky the 
numker himself. Aqo, this hasn-t keen a small decision for us.R

Ne pauses krie0y.
A2f course we looPed at a lot of places. 9ut one of the most important 

things for usFkesides moving a little closer to townFwas actually “nding 
a place where you could kecome part of a community fairly JuicPly.R

Ne nods lightly around the room.
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NIK8US S8zqI

ABnd this place felt liPe somewhere you could do that.R
Ne looPs over at qusan and lets her taPe over.
qhe smiles slightly, as though she is only now truly daring to speaP to the 

entire room.
AOes,R she says. A9ecause that matters a lot to us.R
qhe Peeps her hands lightly folded in front of her.
AWe don-t want to sit isolated.R qhe laughs softly. ANonestly, we-ve 

prokakly done that long enough already.R
B few people around the takles smile.
AWe want to ke somewhere people actually care akout each other. Where 

people meet, talP, help one another a little.R qhe glances around krie0y. 
AThat-s something we really missed where we used to live.R

qhe hesitates for a moment.

Bear
ABnd actually, we could imagine1R qhe sends Tom a JuicP glance. AWell, 
even though we-re koth still worPing, we could really see ourselves spend”
ing our retirement years here someday.R

Warm murmurs spread around the room.
Tom taPes over again.
ABnd actually, it-s not ?ust the two of us,R he says.
’eople looP kacP at him attentively.
AWe had to part with most of our animals when we moved away from 

the countryside.R Ne sighs theatrically. A9ut there was one who aksolutely 
refused to part with us.R

qmall laughs ripple through the room.
A2ur cat.R
Kow several people looP visikly more interested.
ANe-s1R Tom smiles crooPedly. AWell, he-s a pretty kig part of the fam”

ily.R
ABnd not exactly ordinary,R qusan adds.
AKo,R Tom says. AThat-s de“nitely true.R
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qusan leans slightly forward with a glint in her eye.
A9ut one thing we can guarantee,R she says, Ais that from now on there 

won-t ke any mice or rats in the area.R
’eople laugh again.
A9ecause  9earRFshe  pronounces  the  name  clearlyFAis  a  master 

hunter.R
Bnother wave of laughter and comments spreads around the takles.
Ut is a child-s voice that kreaPs through the cheerful mood.
ANow kig is the cat, exactlyYR
qeveral people automatically turn toward the voice. Ut is Limmy, sitting 

farther down at one of the takles with his legs swinging keneath his chair. 
Ne looPs genuinely curious.

qusan smiles at him.
ANe-s not as kig as a tiger,R she says.
Caughter immediately kreaPs out again throughout the room.
Limmy smiles a little uncertainly, as though he is not entirely sure 

whether she means it.
A2Pay, oPay, U-ll stop ?oPing,R qusan says JuicPly, laughing softly herself.
qhe pauses for a moment.
A9ut he is a little kig.R
Limmy listens intently.
ANe-s what you call a forest cat,R she continues. ABnd they-re a little 

larger than regular cats.R
ABnd a little more impressive,R Tom adds with a grin.
’eople clap again in several places around the room, and Limmy leans 

kacP in his chair with satisfaction, as though he has received an important 
answer.

4arther down one of the takles, an older woman looPs slightly more 
sPeptical than the others. Kot unfriendly, simply thoughtful. qhe says 
nothing, kut her gaje lingers for a moment.

The small talP already kegins spreading again ketween the takles.
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A4orest cats are pretty wild, aren-t theyYR a man comments half”curious”
ly.

AU guess that depends on the cat,R someone else replies with a laugh.
B few glances are exchanged around the room, though without any real 

drama. 5ore the sort of small social ripples that naturally arise in a room 
full of people accustomed to following each other-s lives.

—harlotte rises again with her glass in hand.
AWell then,R she says warmly, Alet-s give Tom and qusan a proper wel”

come.R
qhe nods toward them.
ABnd please maPe sure to talP to as many people as possikle while you-re 

here.R
qhe smiles.
ABnd of course, welcome to your cat as well. Ne-s welcome here too.R
qeveral people are already standing kefore —harlotte has even fully sat 

kacP down. The atmosphere loosens JuicPly again, and small groups kegin 
moving around ketween the takles with cobee cups and plates in their 
hands. B few head directly toward Tom and qusan to welcome them more 
personally.

AUf you need anything, ?ust let us Pnow,R an older man with Pind eyes 
says as he shaPes Tom-s hand again, as though once is not Juite enough.

ABnd ke careful akout trying to learn everykody-s names at once,R a 
woman laughs. AThat can taPe half a year.R

qusan laughs.
AU-ll Peep that in mind.R
B younger couple asPs with interest akout the house they moved from, 

and someone else wants to Pnow whether it is really true that they used to 
Peep sheep. The conversations JuicPly kranch ob in several directions at 
once, the way they often do in places where people are already comfortakle 
with one another and naturally pull newcomers into the rhythm.

9ut several people return to the suk?ect of the cat as well.
Aqo, is he really that good a hunterYR one man asPs with a crooPed smile.
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Tom shrugs lightly.
AWell, he certainly thinPs he is.R
Caughter kreaPs out again around the room.
Limmy has made his way over to them now as well. Ne stands a little 

closer to qusan than kefore and looPs up at her with serious concentration.
A—an U see him somedayYR he asPs.
qusan smiles warmly at him.
A2f course you can.R
Limmy nods with satisfaction, as though something important has ?ust 

fallen into place. Then he walPs kacP to his chair and sits down again with 
koth hands wrapped around his glass.

The Shadow Outside
While the conversations continue throughout the common house, his gaje 
drifts toward the windows. 2utside, darPness has kegun settling ketween 
the row houses, and the lamps along the pathways cast soft pools of light 
across the pavement.

Bnd for a krief moment, he thinPs he sees a large darP shadow gliding 
silently past out there.

qlowly. Blmost liPe something stalPing1 or hunting.
Ne straightens slightly in his chair and follows the path with his eyes.
9ut when he looPs again, there is nothing there anymore.

Thursday Morning
The next morning kegins liPe any other Thursday in the community.

—urtains are pulled open. Goors open and close. —obee mugs are car”
ried from Pitchens into living rooms while radios murmur Juietly in the 
kacPground. qome residents are already heading to worP with kags over 
their shoulders and car Peys in hand. 2thers stand along the paths with 
dog leashes looped ketween their “ngers while the dogs snib curiously at 
hedges and 0ower koxes.
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B younger father struggles to fasten a rain cover onto a stroller, while 
farther down the path an older man waters the 0owers outside his row 
house as though he has done it at exactly the same time every morning for 
the last ten years.

Iverything feels calm. —ompletely ordinary.
Limmy walPs along the path system with his kacPpacP hanging crooPedly 

over one shoulder. 9eside him, his mother walPs JuicPly with a cobee mug 
in her hand, still trying to manage a few last sips.

AGon-t forget your gym clothes today,R she says.
AU have them.R
AGo youYR
AOes.R
qhe gives him a JuicP looP.
AOou said yes last weeP too.R
A9ut this time U mean it.R
They continue ketween the row houses, where the morning sun has 

only ?ust kegun reaching the upper windows. 9ehind the gardens runs the 
narrow path connecting the homes to the common house and the school 
farther down.

The Bird on the Patio
Bs they approach Tom and qusan-s house, Limmy suddenly points.

AUsn-t that where 9ear livesYR
Nis mother automatically looPs that way. Kot ?ust to looP for the cat, 

kut also with the sort of curiosity new neighkors almost always create. qhe 
notices the curtains now hanging in the living room, a few potted plants ky 
the window, and several moving koxes still stacPed keside the patio door.

AOeah,R she says aksently.
Then Limmy stops walPing.
AWhat-s thatYR
AWhatYR
A2ver there on the patio.R
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qhe looPs more closely.
AU can-t really tell.R
Limmy taPes a few steps nearer.
AUt looPs liPe a kird.R
Nis mother follows him toward the hedge, and now they can koth see it 

more clearly.
B pigeon lies on the patio.
Ut is lying wrong somehow. 2ne wing twists unnaturally out to the side, 

and the head looPs as though something has torn at it.
Limmy stares with wide eyes.
AWow,R he says Juietly. AThat thing is really fast.R
Nis mother says nothing at “rst.
AUt already caught one of the pigeons,R he continues.
A5ayke it ?ust 0ew into the window,R she says JuicPly.
9ut even as she says it, she feels her own doukt growing slightly. The kird 

looPs strange. Too strange.
Limmy Peeps staring.
AUt really is a master hunter,R he says softly.
Then they turn and continue toward the school.
Limmy looPs kacP several times as they walP, as though he expects to spot 

something moving ketween the kushes or along the hedge.
9ut the path kehind them remains completely still.

The Story Begins
9y the time Limmy walPs into Pindergarten class, the usual noise and move”
ment are already everywhere. —hildren arrive in little groups, some still 
half asleep, others kursting with energy. 9acPpacPs are hung on hooPs or 
simply tossed carelessly onto the 0oor. B girl is crying kecause her lunchkox 
opened inside her kag, while two koys have already started arguing over 
kuilding klocPs near the window.

8ight in the middle of it all, Limmy almost runs into the room.
A:uess whatYR he shouts kefore he has even taPen ob his kacPpacP.
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B few of the other children immediately turn toward him. Limmy is 
okviously excited akout something, and that alone is enough to gather a 
small crowd around him.

AWhatYR one koy asPs.
AB giant forest cat moved into our neighkorhood;R
Kow even more children are listening.
Limmy stands in the middle of them with his arms spread slightly apart.
AUt came all the way from the forests,R he says seriously. A8eal forests.R
AUs it a tigerYR a girl asPs uncertainly.
AKo,R Limmy says JuicPly. A9ut almost.R
The others stare at him.
AUt-s this kig,R he continues, showing a sije with his hands that grows a 

little larger the longer he talPs.
AKo way;R
AThat-s not true;R
AOes, it is,R Limmy says. ABnd it-s a master hunter.R
Kow he lowers his voice dramatically.
AUt already caught its “rst prey.R
The children fall Juiet for a moment.
AU saw it myself.R
AWhat was itYR one of the koys asPs.
AB huge kird,R Limmy says. AUt was lying completely torn apart on the 

patio.R
B few of the children looP koth impressed and slightly frightened.
AWas there kloodYR another asPs.
Limmy nods slowly.
ATons.R
Ut is not entirely true, kut in that moment, it feels true enough.
4or the rest of the morning, the conversation Peeps returning to the cat 

again and again. While the children draw, play, or sit on the 0oor during 
circle time, new Juestions constantly appear.

AWhere does it sleepYR
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TNI ’IT TNI8B’UqT

A—an it climk treesYR
A—an it taPe dogsYR
ANave you touched itYR
Limmy answers as kest he can. Bnd when he does not Pnow something, 

he invents a little. Kot exactly to lie, kut kecause the story almost kegins 
growing on its own while he tells it.

Cater, when the children are picPed up, the story is already spreading in 
new directions.

B little girl stands ky the coat racPs telling her mother akout the cat.
AUt-s the kiggest cat there is,R she says seriously. ABnd it-s completely 

insane at hunting.R
AUsn-t that a kit exaggeratedYR her mother asPs with a smile.
AKo;R the girl says. ALimmy saw it. Ut slaughtered a huge kird.R
4arther down the hallway, Limmy pulls on his ?acPet and walPs home 

with his mother. Blmost without speaPing, they automatically turn onto 
the path kehind the row houses again.

Bnd of course, Limmy slows down a little as they approach Tom and 
qusan-s patio.

Ne peers toward it eagerly.
The pigeon is gone.
Limmy nearly stops in place.
Aqee;R he klurts out. AUt ate it;R
Nis mother follows his gaje toward the patio. There is nothing left there 

now.
AUt didn-t ?ust catch it,R Limmy continues with growing fascination. AUt 

ate it too.R
Nis mother says nothing.
9ut as they continue walPing toward their house, she feels a small un”

easiness somewhere inside herself all the same.
Cater that afternoon, when Limmy gets home, he almost throws his 

kacPpacP down in the hallway kefore running into the living room. Nis 
father is sitting at the dining takle with his laptop open and looPs up over 

EE

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



NIK8US S8zqI

the edge of the screen as Limmy kursts out asPing if he Pnows what that cat 
has done. Nis father asPs which cat he is talPing akout, and Limmy answers 
as though it should ke completely okvious that he means 9ear, the new 
forest cat.

Nis older sister is sitting on the couch with her phone and only half looPs 
up.

A2h right,R she says. AThe monster cat.R
Limmy eagerly explains that it caught a giant kird and practically tore 

its head ob. Their mother comes in from the Pitchen carrying a plate and 
tries to calm him down a little, kut Limmy insists it is true. Ne immediately 
turns kacP toward his sister and tells her that when he and 5om walPed 
home from school, the kird was gone. Kow his sister lowers her phone a 
little and asPs whether it was really gone, and Limmy nods seriously. 9ear 
had eaten it. The whole kird.

Nis father shaPes his head slightly with a crooPed smile and says it still 
sounds liPe an ordinary cat to him, kut Limmy JuicPly replies that it is not 
ordinary kecause it is a forest cat. Their mother sets the plate down and 
says a little hesitantly that she has to admit it prokakly is not a completely 
ordinary cat. qhe tries to say it calmly, almost practically, kut her eyes krie0y 
drift toward her huskand, and he notices it immediately.

Ut is a looP that says mayke there actually is something to it.
Limmy-s older sister straightens a little on the couch and slowly says that 

if it eats kirds that kig, then it must also ke dangerous for rakkits. qilence 
falls for a moment, and the adults exchange another glance. Their father 
says they need to calm down a little, kut his voice is not Juite as certain as 
kefore. Nis daughter reminds them that 4anny-s rakkits are Pept outside 
on their patio and that they have kakies now. Limmy immediately turns 
serious and says that means they are really in danger.

Their mother JuicPly says his name, kut she stops halfway through the 
sentence anyway. 9ecause now she is imagining it tooV the little cage, the 
tiny kaky rakkits, and something large and darP moving silently through 
the night ketween the row houses. qhe almost imperceptikly shaPes the 
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thought away again and says a little too JuicPly that everything will prok”
akly ke “ne and that 4anny-s father surely has things under control.

Three Rabbits Missing
Bt qtuart and Couise-s house, the evening has settled into its usual rhythm. 
The television murmurs Juietly in the kacPground with a program neither 
of them is really following. 2n the cobee takle sit mugs of cobee and a plate 
of cooPies that have almost keen forgotten. qtuart leans heavily kacP into 
the couch after the worPday, while Couise aksentmindedly 0ips through 
advertising 0yers. 4anny lies on the 0oor with her chin resting in her hands, 
drawing something on a piece of paper.

When the phone rings, Couise picPs up her cellphone without really 
looPing at the screen. qhe says hello, listens for a moment, and her expres”
sion changes slightly. Then she pulls the phone a little away from her face 
and looPs over at qtuart.

AU thinP it-s akout the rakkits,R she says.
4anny immediately lifts her head.
Couise is already handing the phone over, explaining that it is Limmy-s 

father. qtuart taPes it and says his name, and then the living room grows 
Juiet while he listens. Ne answers with short comments, calm at “rst, kut 
straightens up slightly when he repeats the word predator. Couise JuicPly 
looPs up, and now 4anny is staring directly at him. qtuart nods a little 
to himself and says that of course they will need to taPe precautions. Ne 
mentions the kaky rakkits and says they are still outside, kut he cannot 
deal with it today. Ne will taPe a looP at it over the weePend.

When he hangs up, 4anny immediately asPs what is wrong. qtuart 
JuicPly answers that it is nothing serious, ?ust something they can handle 
over the weePend. qhe wants to Pnow what it is akout, and a little reluc”
tantly he says it is the cat. When 4anny says she has not heard anything 
akout a cat, Couise taPes over the explanation and tells her that some new 
people have moved in and krought their cat with them. Bpparently, it is a 
pretty large cat, a forest cat, one that used to live out in the country. Limmy 

3…3

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



NIK8US S8zqI

saw it catching kirds, and his father only called to say they should prokakly 
Peep a closer eye on the rakkits.

4anny goes completely Juiet for a moment and then softly asPs whether 
it eats rakkits. Couise JuicPly says they do not Pnow that, kut 4anny 
immediately replies that in that case the rakkits should come inside the 
living room. qtuart calmly tries to explain that nothing is going to happen 
right now kecause the cage already has netting over it. When the weePend 
comes, he will improve the cage and maPe it completely secure. 9ut 4anny 
insists he has to do it now. When he says he cannot, she akruptly stands up 
and says the cat is eating them. Couise repeats that they do not Pnow that, 
kut 4anny is karely listening anymore. Ner eyes are already full of tears, and 
she JuicPly turns and leaves the living room.

B moment later they hear her footsteps going up the stairs. Then a door 
slams, and shortly afterward they can hear mu‘ed crying from her room. 
qilence settles over the living room. The television continues undisturked 
in the kacPground while qtuart and Couise krie0y looP at each other 
without really Pnowing what to say.

Only Four Left
The next morning, the mood is less calm at qtuart and Couise-s house. 
Couise stands in the Pitchen maPing lunches with JuicP movements while 
the cobee machine continues softly humming in the kacPground. qtuart 
sits at the takle with his morning cobee looPing tired, and the television 
plays Juietly from the living room with morning news nokody is really 
listening to. 4anny sits silently with her arms crossed until she suddenly 
says she does not want to go to school.

Couise sighs almost immediately and asPs her to stop. Ut is ?ust a cat, she 
says, and their rakkits are in a safe cage. Gad already said he is going to maPe 
it even safer over the weePend. 9ut 4anny answers that she wants to protect 
them herself. Couise says it will not help anything for her to sit at home all 
day, kut 4anny does not reply. qhe simply gets up, walPs over to the patio 
door, opens it, and steps out into the cool morning air.
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Couise shaPes her head slightly and continues maPing lunches while 
outside ky the cage 4anny crouches down and starts counting.

2ne. Two. Three.
Then she stops and counts again, faster this time, kefore suddenly turn”

ing kacP toward the house and calling for her father. qtuart lifts his head, 
and 4anny asPs whether he was not the one who told Limmy-s father there 
were seven kaky rakkits. Ne slowly rises from his chair and answers that 
there were at least six or seven.

AKow there are only four;R
There is koth fear and tears in her voice now, and qtuart immediately 

comes out onto the patio. Ne asPs akout the netting, and 4anny points 
at it and says it is crooPed. Ne kends down and looPs more closely. The 
net really has shifted slightly to one side, and he mutters that it is strange. 
4anny immediately says the cat did it, kut qtuart asPs her to count them 
again.

—arefully, 4anny lifts the kakies out one ky one from the straw inside the 
cage and places them on the small wooden koard in front of the hutch so 
they can ke counted clearly.

2ne, two, three, four.
There are only four.
Couise comes outside now with an exhausted expression and says she 

really does not want this Pind of drama “rst thing in the morning and that 
they need to stop now. 4anny has to go to school. 9ut 4anny looPs at her 
with tear”“lled eyes and says there are only four left.

qhe swallows once.
AUt tooP three.R

A Hungry Hunter
Guring “rst recess, 4anny walPs almost straight across the schoolyard with”
out paying attention to where the other children are. qhe JuicPly spots 
Limmy ky the swings together with a couple of other Pids from class and 
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calls his name. Ne immediately turns around, and there is something in 
her voice that maPes him understand it is akout the cat.

qhe reaches him slightly out of kreath and still red”eyed after the morn”
ing out on the patio and tells him it tooP three of their rakkits. Limmy 
stares at her. There were seven, she says, and now there are only four. 
Nis expression changes immediately. Ne looPs koth impressed and a little 
frightened at the same time and Juietly asPs whether the cat ate them. 
4anny nods and says they are completely gone.

Limmy thinPs JuicPly and asPs whether any kodies were lying on the 
lawn. When she shaPes her head, he looPs down at the ground for a mo”
ment and almost says to himself that then it must have eaten them.

Ut does not taPe long kefore even more children gather around them. 
qtories spread JuicPly in schoolyards, and soon Limmy is once again stand”
ing at the center of a small circle of excited faces.

The children asP whether it is really true, whether it tooP three rakkits 
in one night, and Limmy nods seriously.

AUt-s really hungry,R he says.
4irst, it tooP the huge kird, and now it has eaten three rakkits. 4anny 

Juietly says it is true, and Limmy spreads his hands apart again as though 
trying once more to show the sije of the cat.

AUt-s not even a normal cat,R he explains. AUt-s a forest cat. The Pind that-s 
used to hunting out in the wild.R

2ne of the koys nervously asPs whether it can taPe dogs. Limmy hesitates 
for a moment kefore answering that it could prokakly taPe small dogs.

B couple of the children immediately looP more serious.
AUt really is a master hunter,R Limmy says with a mixture of fascination 

and awe. ABnd it-s really hungry.R

Warnings
Cater that afternoon, when Limmy comes home, the mood in the Pitchen 
is light and cojy. The ?uice is on the takle keside a plate of white”kread 
sandwiches, and the whole family is gathered. Nis father has come home 
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from worP, his mother is sitting with her legs tucPed slightly keneath her 
on the chair, and his older sister is pouring more ?uice into her glass while 
half following something on her phone.

9ut Limmy is focused on something else entirely. Ne has keen waiting 
the whole way home to tell them.

AGo you Pnow whatYR he kegins almost kefore he has properly sat down. 
AUt hasn-t ?ust taPen kirds.R

Nis older sister looPs up.
AWhoYR
A9ear;R
Kow they are all listening.
AUt-s eaten rakkits too.R
AKo way,R his sister says immediately.
AOes. 4anny told me herself.R
Limmy leans a little across the takle and tells them that at least three 

of their rakkits were gone that morning. Nis mother looPs surprised and 
repeats the numker, while Limmy eagerly continues, saying they do not 
even Pnow whether more are missing in other places. Nis father tries to say 
his name in a calming tone, kut Limmy Peeps going and explains that 4anny 
also said they could not “nd them anywhere. They were not even lying on 
the grass.

Nis sister looPs more and more uncomfortakle.
Azgh,R she says. AU thinP that sounds creepy.R
AUt-s ?ust a cat,R his mother says JuicPly, though this time a little more 

slowly than kefore.
Limmy nods solemnly.
AOes, kut a huge forest cat.R
4or a moment, silence falls around the takle. Then his mother says 

thoughtfully that mayke it would ke a good idea to warn other people 
with small animals. Limmy and his sister immediately looP up at her. qhe 
continues, saying it would only ke a small warning, and mentions 5rs. 
’eterson with her little chihuahua.
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AUt could snatch that in one kite,R Limmy says seriously.
Nis sister shivers a little, and now his mother herself kecomes more 

aksorked in the thought. There are also some mothers, she says, who let 
their kakies sleep outside. qhe really does not thinP they can ?ust sit here 
and hear akout this without saying anything.

AKo,R Limmy says with great seriousness.
Nis father sighs faintly and reminds them that they need to ke careful 

not to maPe it kigger than it is, kut his mother replies that this is exactly why 
she wants to write it calmly. Lust so people can taPe their own precautions 
and not ke caught ob guard.

qhe taPes out her phone and kegins typing. Limmy watches with excite”
ment as she reads Juietly to herself while writingV

ALust a friendly note for people with small animals and small children. 
The new forest cat kelonging to the new residents seems to ke a very active 
hunter. qeveral kirds and possikly kaky rakkits have already disappeared. 
We only mention it so people can taPe their own precautions.R

qhe nods with satisfaction, taps the screen, and says that now she has 
posted it on the community intranet, and they do not need to do anything 
more akout it.

The Board Meeting
There is still a faint smell of cobee in the common house, even though 
dinner has long since keen cleared away. Un the smaller meeting room, a 
small group sits around a takle with cobee cups, cooPies, and a couple of 
phones placed ketween them. Bt “rst, the mood is relaxed. They chat a 
little akout the weather, a leaPing gutter ky the kiPe shed, and one of the 
retirees who has once again tried to start a pKtanJue cluk.

—harlotte sits at the head of the takle with her small kinder and a few 
notes in front of her. qhe lets her gaje move around the room and lightly 
taps her “ngers against her cobee cup.

AOes,R she says with a small smile. AThanP you for coming on such short 
notice.R
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The conversations Juietly fade.
AThis is not a ma?or matter we are meeting akout,R she continues calmly. 

A9ut it is prokakly something we need to address all the same. Ispecially 
now that it has already appeared on our intranet. That almost automati”
cally reJuires a position from the koard.R

qeveral people nod. —harlotte picPs up her phone and glances krie0y at 
the screen.

AUt concerns the so”called forest cat,R she says. AWhich apparently has the 
very telling name 9ear.R

B few people chucPle softly.
ABnd as you all Pnow1 well, perhaps with the exception of you, KicPy, 

you were all at the community dinner where we welcomed Tom and qu”
san.R

KicPy nods a little apologetically.
AThey seemed liPe very nice people,R —harlotte continues. A9ut they also 

told us akout the cat. Bnd now one can already read on our intranet that 
it apparently really does live up to its reputation as a hunter.R

qhe puts the phone down again.
AUt has supposedly already cleaned out our kird population and eaten 

several rakkits. Bnd now people are keing warned akout it.R qhe folds her 
hands in front of her. Aqo we need to have a short conversation akout what 
we are going to do.R

qhe has karely “nished the sentence kefore one of the men leans forward 
and says that he actually stopped ky 5rs. ’eterson-s on his way over. qhe 
was crying, he says Juietly, and she no longer dares to walP her dog. Ne 
shaPes his head a little and adds that the dog is not large at all, signi“cantly 
smaller than the cat as it has keen descriked, so he actually understands her 
fear.

ABnd that is exactly the point,R one of the women cuts in. qhe is younger 
than most of the others at the takle and has a small notepad lying in front 
of her. AThis is not only akout animal safety.R

qhe sits up a little straighter.
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AUt is also akout children.R
The mood changes immediately.
ABs a new mother, U certainly do not feel especially safe akout this,R she 

continues. AThere are animals of the same sije and with the same Pind of 
kehavior F raccoons, for example F that have attacPed strollers and kadly 
kitten kakies.R

KicPy looPs sPeptical kut says nothing.
AThis really should ke taPen seriously,R she says “rmly. ANonestly, U 

thinP we should either contact the police right away1 or at least animal 
control.R

The word hangs in the room for a moment. qeveral people looP down 
into their cobee cups, while others exchange JuicP glances. 2utside, a 
kicycle glides slowly past the windows of the common house, and for 
a moment it seems almost aksurd that the calm Thursday evening has 
suddenly kegun to revolve around an animal none of them has actually 
seen yet.

—harlotte lifts her hand slightly kefore the discussion has time to grow 
larger. qhe does not need to raise her voice very much. There is something 
akout the way she sits and looPs around at the others that automatically 
maPes them settle down a little.

AU immediately re?ect the police suggestion,R she says calmly kut “rmly. 
AWe are nowhere near that.R

The young mother opens her mouth, kut —harlotte continues kefore 
she can speaP, saying that it would ke a clear overreaction. qilence falls 
around the takle again as —harlotte folds her hands in front of her and 
continues in a slightly milder tone. qhe says she is actually pleased that 
they have so many diberent viewpoints represented on the koard. That is 
precisely why they have a community liPe this. They thinP diberently and 
taPe diberent concerns into account, and that tells her one thing akove allV

AThat we do need to do something akout it.R
qeveral people nod.
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Then :eorge leans forward a little. Ne has keen Juiet for a long time, 
listening more than speaPing.

ACet me suggest a slightly gentler solution,R he says.
—harlotte turns toward him.
AU thinP we should kring in some experts. qomeone from the outside. 

qomeone who can looP at the matter neutrally and assess what is actually 
in it1 and what perhaps is not.R

The younger mother looPs sPeptical kut still says nothing.
:eorge continues and explains that he has keen recommended a small 

“rm called The ’et Therapist. KicPy raises his eyekrows slightly while 
:eorge explains that they worP as a Pind of mediator or con0ict calmer, in 
addition, of course, to Pnowing something akout animals. Ne taPes a sip 
of cobee and tells them that some acJuaintances of theirs had keen helped 
a great deal ky the “rm last year.

—harlotte nods slowly.
AWell, U actually thinP that is an excellent suggestion, :eorge.R
qhe straightens a little and continues, saying that this way they are doing 

something akout it. They are acting, and it is important that they act 
JuicPly. The young mother sighs a little kut still says nothing.

—harlotte turns to :eorge again and suggests that he kecome the contact 
person for the “rm. :eorge nods immediately and says he would ke happy 
to. —harlotte asPs him to Peep her informed as soon as anything happens, 
and :eorge promises that he will contact them “rst thing 5onday morn”
ing. Ne has heard, he says, that they are Juite Pnown for keing akle to 
respond JuicPly.

A:ood,R —harlotte says, satis“ed.
qhe claps her hands lightly, almost as if the meeting has now oLcially 

ended.
AThen U thinP we will leave it there for now.R
qhe stands and says they should have some more cobee instead. Bnd 

actually, she adds with a small smile, she has krought some homemade 
kaPing for the occasion.
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B couple of the others immediately krighten.
AUs it the lemon caPeYR KicPy asPs.
—harlotte smiles mysteriously.
AOou-ll “nd out.R
qoft laughter spreads around the takle again as she sets out a large plate 

with pieces of homemade caPe. —obee cups are moved, someone gets up 
to pour more cobee, and the conversations JuicPly drift on to entirely 
diberent things F dripping gutters, the summer party, and the Juestion 
of who actually still has the Pey to the tool shed.

Bnd a little while later, it almost feels liPe an entirely ordinary evening 
in the common house again.

Professional People
qaturday morning lies sunlit over the area.

qounds drift ketween the row houses the way they do in small com”
munities on weePends. B lawn mower hums somewhere farther down. 
qomeone kursts into laughter over ky the playground, where a couple of 
children are riding kiPes ketween the swings. B window stands open, and 
muted music can ke heard from inside one of the homes. The kirds that 
are still left in the area sing from the trees around the pathways.

Iverything feels peaceful. Blmost liPe a little garden colony.
2ut in qtuart and Couise-s yard, qtuart stands kent over the rakkit hutch 

with a pair of pliers in his hand. Ne worPs with concentration, kending 
wire around the corners of the netting and fastening it all with heavy”duty 
jip ties. 9eside him, tools are scattered across the patio stones.

Ne promised 4anny the hutch would ke secured.
Bnd now, of course, it has to ke done properly.
4anny sits a little away with the surviving kaky rakkits in a large card”

koard kox lined with klanPets. qhe gently pets them one ky one and speaPs 
Juietly to them.

AOou-re going to ke all right now,R she whispers. ABnd you don-t have to 
ke scared anymore.R
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qtuart sends her a JuicP glance.
AThis is going to ke good,R he says. AKothing is getting into that hutch 

now.R
qhe nods, though without Juite letting go of her worry.
Bs qtuart Peeps worPing, neighkors slowly kegin to appear ky the hedge 

and the patio. 4irst one, then two more. qome have clearly come out of 
curiosity, others more to support the pro?ect. 9efore long, a small group 
of “ve or six people is standing around the yard.

AThat looPs solid,R one of the men says, nodding appreciatively toward 
the hutch.

AUt will ke,R qtuart replies, tightening another jip tie.
AWe certainly don-t want another visit,R one of the women says Juietly.
9ear-s name is mentioned several times in the small conversations.
AUt really is something,R an older man says. AWe have always had such 

nice natural wildlife here.R
Ne looPs up toward the trees.
ABnd the kirds really do matter for the atmosphere of a place liPe this.R
qeveral people nod.
AUt would ke a scandal,R he continues, Aif one cat ended up wiping out 

the entire songkird population.R
Ne puts his hands in his pocPets.
AOou hear akout that Pind of thing in other places. Where it starts 

destroying the whole ecosystem.R
AOes,R someone else says. AWasn-t it in Utaly that they practically wiped 

out the songkirds at one pointYR
AOes, kecause people ate them,R the older man replies. ABnd then the 

whole charm of the landscape disappeared too.R
qtuart nods seriously as he Peeps worPing. Ne can clearly feel how the 

others are listening to him. Ne has acJuired a Pind of natural authority 
in the situation. ’artly kecause he is actually doing something, and partly 
kecause Couise sits on the koard.

Bnd he en?oys it a little.
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Aqomething is keing done,R he says after a moment, straightening up 
slightly.

The group immediately kecomes more attentive.
AWhat do you meanYR one of the women asPs.
AThe koard has already met.R
AThat JuicPlyYR
AOes,R qtuart says with a small nod. ABnd some steps have keen taPen that 

U actually thinP are the right ones.R
A—an you say whatYR
Ne hesitates slightly, almost en?oying the suspense.
AU can-t say exactly what yet,R he says. A9ut already on 5onday, there 

will ke changes.R
They looP at him expectantly.
AUs it animal controlYR one of the men asPs.
qtuart shaPes his head.
AKo. Kot at “rst.R
Ne lowers his voice a little.
A9ut we are talPing akout professional people.R
That seems to satisfy most of them. qeveral nod.
B little later, the group slowly kegins to dissolve. ’eople politely say 

goodkye and drift on ketween the gardens with cobee cups in their hands. 
qome talP akout the weather, others akout the weePend-s soccer game or 
next Wednesday-s community dinner.

9ut no one doukts that 9ear will also ke a topic kehind many of the 
windows over the weePend.

The Letter
The older man walPs kacP alone through the networP of pathways ketween 
the row houses. Ne did not say very much during the gathering at qtuart-s 
place F hardly anything at all, really F and yet his steps are purpose”
ful, and his face has taPen on that slightly tight, clenched expression of 
someone still thinPing akout something the others have already stopped 
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discussing. The sun still lies warmly across the neighkorhood, and here and 
there people sit outside with cobee or worP in their gardens. Ne gives a 
krief nod to a couple of people along the way, kut without really stopping.

When he reaches his own row house, he goes straight inside, and a 
moment later he comes out again. Kow he has a small white envelope in 
his hand. Ne remains standing ky the door for a moment, looPing around 
F not exactly suspiciously, kut cautiously, liPe a man who prefers to avoid 
unnecessary Juestions. Then he continues down the pathways, past the 
playground, past the common house, and toward the home where Tom 
and qusan have moved in. Ne automatically slows his pace a little as he 
approaches and casts another JuicP glance around. Ko one seems to notice 
him. Ne taPes out the letter, kends JuicPly toward the mailkox, and lets 
the envelope slide through the slot. Ne remains there for a krief moment 
kefore turning and walPing JuicPly away again.

Unside the house, the atmosphere is entirely diberent. There is a faint 
smell of cobee and fresh woodworP, and the living room is full of half”un”
pacPed moving koxes, curtains, and small piles of things that still have not 
Juite found their place. qusan stands ky the window with a handful of 
nails while Tom kalances on a chair, trying to get the curtain rod straight.

AB little more to the left,R qusan says.
AOou said that kefore.R
AOes, kut this time U mean it.R
Tom laughs Juietly and hammers in another nail. qusan steps kacP to 

looP at the window and says that it is de“nitely going to feel cojyM she can 
already sense it. —oncentrating, Tom replies that it has admittedly keen 
Juite a long time since they last moved into a new place, and after a short 
pause he looPs down at her and adds that he had forgotten how much worP 
curtains actually are. qusan smiles and says that he had also forgotten how 
kad he is at hanging them up.

Ne is ?ust akout to answer when they koth hear a sound out in the 
hallway. B small metallic clunP. Tom stops and says that something must 
have come through the mailkox. Ne turns his head toward the window 
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and ?ust catches sight of the kacP of a person disappearing down the path 
outside.

AThings move fast around here,R he says with a small grin. AWe karely 
have the curtains up kefore people start writing to us.R

qusan shrugs slightly and says that mayke that is perfectly normal in a 
place liPe this. Tom nods, hammers in the “nal nail, and says that when 
people live this close together and with this much community, a little 
privacy prokakly kecomes important too. Then he climks down from the 
chair while qusan heads toward the Pitchen and says she will maPe cobee. 
Tom says that sounds liPe a good idea, walPs out into the entryway, and 
“nds the Pey to the mailkox. B moment later he opens the door facing the 
path and collects the mail.

There is only a single letter inside. Ko sender. Lust a plain white enve”
lope. Ne looPs at it with mild pujjlement as he closes the mailkox again.

Tom walPs kacP into the living room holding the letter, a pujjled ex”
pression on his face. Ne calls out to qusan, who sticPs her head out from 
the Pitchen holding the cobee pot. Ne says it is strange, and while she walPs 
toward him, he is already opening the envelope.

AUs this akout usYR he asPs.
Ne pulls out the paper and reads aloudV
We value safety and harmony here. Not everything fits in a shared com-

munity.
There is silence for a moment. qusan taPes the letter from him and reads 

it again more slowly. qhe does not looP frightened, mostly ?ust pujjled. 
Tilting her head slightly, she says she does not Pnow, kut that it almost 
sounds liPe a set of general values. Tom replies that mayke it is, kut asPs 
who puts things liPe that in people-s mailkoxes. qusan shrugs a little and 
says that perhaps that is simply how things are done here. Tom gives a short 
laugh and says he certainly hopes not.

qusan walPs over and places the cobee pot on the takle. —almly, she says 
that they also come from a completely diberent Pind of environment. 9acP 
home, their nearest neighkor had keen a Pilometer away, and here people 

336

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



TNI ’IT TNI8B’UqT

live close togetherM mayke people simply do things diberently. Tom is still 
holding the letter in his hand, searching for the right word kefore “nally 
saying that it ?ust feels a little strange. qusan nods and says that mayke it 
does, kut there is actually nothing direct written in it. Uf it is akout them, 
they will prokakly get an explanation later.

Tom slowly exhales and says that he supposes they will. They stand there 
for a moment without speaPing. Then qusan hands him a cup of cobee and 
says with a small smile that now they should “nish hanging the curtains. 
Tom smiles faintly kacP, and shortly afterward he is once again standing on 
the chair with the hammer in his hand while qusan holds the curtain out 
from the window and comments that the room already feels much more 
liPe home.

The conversation drifts on to entirely ordinary things. Where the couch 
should go. Whether they should put plants outside. Whether they should 
invite the neighkors over for cobee once they have settled in a little more. 
9ut the letter remains lying on the takle, and even though neither of them 
says it out loud, something in the atmosphere has nevertheless changed, 
?ust slightly. Bs if a small awareness has keen awaPened.

Trustpilot
The oLce is Juiet that morning. Cight falls through the window and 
spreads across the somewhat random stacPs of papers on Narold-s desP. 
B cobee cup stands ketween the folders, and a pencil lies across a notepad 
containing a few handwritten words that already looP half forgotten. 
Narold sits reclined in his chair with cobee in his hand and appears com”
pletely relaxed, while qophie sits over ky the computer.

quddenly she straightens up.
A2h, Narold;R
Ne calmly lifts his gaje.
ANmmYR
AWe-re actually on Trustpilot now;R
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qhe turns the screen slightly toward him with an almost triumphant 
expression and says that it is a huge step. Narold nods slowly and replies 
in his calm, almost sleepy voice that it certainly sounds interesting. qophie 
clicPs JuicPly around and asPs him to listen to the “rst review. qhe clears 
her throat slightly and reads aloudV

AUnteresting concept. Sind people and de“nitely a diberent experience 
than expected. U-m still not entirely sure whether they are therapists, animal 
experts, or something in ketween, kut the visit created calm in the family, 
and somehow things slowly changed afterward.R

Narold nods and says that it sounds perfectly “ne, kut qophie imme”
diately turns toward him and says no. qhe actually disagrees with him. 
’ointing at the screen, she asPs if he cannot hear itV they still do not really 
understand the concept. Narold taPes another sip of cobee and calmly 
says that it is okviously the people with the roosters. There is nothing 
malicious in it. They actually say that things changed afterward. qophie 
JuicPly replies that yes, they do, kut they also write that they do not Pnow 
what The ’et Therapist actually is, and that is a proklem. Narold looPs 
thoughtfully at her for a moment and says that he thinPs that is reading it 
a little harshly.

9ut qophie dismisses that and clicPs to the next reviewV
AB strangely charming experience. They almost seemed more liPe sto”

rytellers than consultants, kut somehow people relaxed around them, and 
the atmosphere changed completely after they left.R

Narold cannot help smiling slightly and says that he actually liPes that 
one very much. qophie stares at him and asPs if he seriously means that. 
Oes, he says, shrugging slightly. Ut is actually Juite accurate.

ABccurateYR she repeats incredulously, turning completely toward him.
qhe tells him that he needs to understand one thingV people do not read 

reviews to “nd the positive parts. Narold ok?ects that surely, they do a 
little, kut qophie re?ects that immediately. They looP for warnings. Bnd 
that word there F storytellers F can ke interpreted in far too many ways. 
Narold karely manages to say that he does not thinP it is meant that way 
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kefore she interrupts him and says that there is no professional identity 
in that word. Kone. Ut maPes it sound as though they simply come out 
and tell stories. Narold is still faintly smiling and says that, well, they do 
sort of do that too, kut qophie says no emphatically. They help people. 
’rofessionally. Narold nods slowly and says that they do indeed do that as 
well.

qophie kegins pacing slowly ketween the desP and the window. qhe 
says these are only the “rst two reviews, and that this is where the tone 
is estaklished. Uf that line is set from the keginning, then the next people 
may write that they were nice enough kut somewhat unclear, or that it was 
cojy, kut they were not entirely sure what The ’et Therapist had actually 
done. Bnd then they are “nished. Narold calmly says that surely it is not 
that dramatic, kut qophie sits kacP down in front of the computer and 
adds that one of the reviews only gave them four stars.

Narold looPs pujjled.
AOesYR
ABnd you should understand something,R she says, pointing at him with 

her “nger. A4our stars are not four stars. They-re “ve minus one.R
Ne cannot help smiling again and says that sounds very mathematical. 

qophie replies that this is how people read reviews. 4ive stars mean safety. 
4our stars mean something is wrong. Narold suggests that mayke it simply 
means someone thought it was “ne, kut qophie “rmly says that is not how 
things worP online.

Ceaning forward toward him, she says that if they do not taPe this 
seriously, they could suddenly “nd themselves in the middle of a shitstorm. 
Narold calmly sets down his cobee cup and says her name, kut qophie 
interrupts him and tells him to listen. They are completely dependent 
on people-s feedkacP. qilence settles over the oLce for a moment. Narold 
looPs at her with his usual calm expression and slowly says that perhaps he 
thinPs she is maPing the cat a little kigger than it really is.

A Serious Matter
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qophie is ?ust akout to continue her analysis of the Trustpilot reviews when 
her phone suddenly rings. qhe stops in the middle of a sentence, glances 
krie0y at the screen, and automatically straightens up in her chair. Narold 
immediately notices the small change in her posture, the way her shoulders 
kecome straighter, and her voice already sounds more professional kefore 
she has even answered.

AThe ’et Therapist,R she says clearly.
Narold leans kacP slightly with his cobee cup and half listens. 2ne 

only hears qophie-s side of the conversation, kut it is enough to slowly 
sPetch out the situation. qhe JuicPly graks a pen, repeats the word animal 
kehavior, and writes something down. Then she mentions unrest within 
the community and concerns, sends Narold a krief glance, and says that of 
course she understands.

Ner voice grows slightly deeper now, more controlled. qhe repeats that 
they want dialogue “rst and says that this actually sounds very responsikle. 
Narold discreetly raises his eyekrows while qophie continues, saying that 
when things liPe this kegin to develop, it is important to act JuicPly. qhe 
swivels a little in her chair and explains that their method is speci“cally 
kased on conversations, interviews, and okservations comkined with ex”
pertise in koth animals and human communication.

Narold taPes another sip of cobee and krie0y glances toward the ceiling. 
qophie continues listening, nods JuicPly, and says that it is aksolutely 
perfect if the koard wishes to ke present along with some of the people 
involved. qhe taPes even more notes and sends him another JuicP glance.

Then she falls silent for a moment. qhe hesitates slightly kefore cau”
tiously asPing if she may asP one JuestionV how had they actually heard 
akout The ’et TherapistY Narold now looPs more openly interested in her 
reaction. qhe listens, nods, and repeats that it had keen through recom”
mendations. Then she hesitates again and asPs whether he had also read 
anything akout them somewhere or seen reviews. Narold can almost hear 
what the real Juestion is underneath. qophie listens a moment longer and 
then says, somewhat awPwardly, that that is “ne. qhe smiles professionally 
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and explains that they are always trying to do their kest to improve them”
selves.

Then she straightens up again and says that this de“nitely sounds liPe 
something they can help with. qhe writes down the address and promises 
that they can certainly come already that evening. B moment later she 
ends the call and sets the phone down. qilence settles over the oLce for 
a moment kefore Narold looPs at her over his cobee cup and says that it 
certainly sounded serious.

qophie nods slowly, sets down her pen, and says that this is exactly the 
Pind of thing that can explode if it is not handled professionally from the 
very keginning. qhe glances krie0y toward the computer with the reviews 
and Juietly addsV

A9oth in a community1 and online.R
Ut is darP ky the time the Nolvo glides through the city. Unside the car 

it is warm. The engine hums steadily keneath them, and the streetlights 
pass liPe golden re0ections across the windows and over qophie-s face each 
time they drive through another intersection. Narold sits relaxed kehind 
the wheel with koth hands loosely resting on it.

Bfter a while he says that this is actually the “rst time they have had to 
go out in the evening. qophie nods without taPing her eyes ob her phone. 
Narold smiles faintly to himself and says that it should almost Jualify for 
overtime pay. There is no reaction. Ne adds that this applies koth to him 
and to Nolter and lightly pats the dashkoard.

AUt-s overtime for him too, after all,R Narold adds, patting the dashkoard 
again. 4or a krief moment he almost thinPs qophie is going to smile, kut 
she does not. Unstead, she sets down her phone and turns toward him with 
a serious expression.

AThis is de“nitely not the time to talP akout raises or overtime.R
Narold sighs almost imperceptikly and simply says that is “ne. qophie 

continues, saying that their company is actually under threat, and that 
they should instead use their energy to improve their professionalism and 
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kecome clearer in their roles. Ner voice kecomes more instructive now, 
more intense, as she emphasijes that every single case matters.

Narold Peeps his eyes on the road while she continues. Bll it taPes is the 
slightest kit of doukt, she says, and the shitstorm kegins. 5ayke tonight-s 
story is not ?ust akout a cat, and that is exactly why it is important that they 
perform every single time. Ivery single time. Narold nods slowly, mostly 
?ust to let her “nish talPing, kut he says nothing. Ne already Pnows the 
discussion is lost.

Unstead, he lets his gaje drift out through the side window. The city 
seems Juiet that evening. There is very little traLc, only a few people along 
the sidewalPs with dogs or grocery kags, and otherwise it almost feels as 
though everything is shutting down for the night. The farther out they 
drive, the Juieter it kecomes, until at last the Nolvo turns onto a smaller 
road lined with low trees and small lamps along the pathways.

AThat must ke it,R qophie says Juietly.

The Common House at Night
Un front of them lies the co”housing community. qmall, connected houses 
of varying heights are arranged around pathways and green common areas. 
Cights glow in many of the windows, and at the center of it all sits the 
common house liPe a natural gathering point. Warm light pours through 
the large windows, and as they draw closer, they can see people seated 
around a long takle inside.

Narold slows down and Juietly remarPs that it looPs cojy. qophie does 
not answer. The Nolvo rolls into the parPing area and comes to a stop, the 
engine slowly dying away. 4or a moment they koth remain seated in silence. 
Then qophie picPs up her kag with the i’ad, opens the door, and steps out 
into the cool evening air. Narold follows, locPs the car, and together they 
walP toward the light from the common house.

Narold and qophie are still wearing their coats when they step inside. 
The darPness outside maPes the contrast almost excessively cojy. The warm 
light from the lamps falls softly across the walls, and the air smells of cobee, 
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cooPies, and a little of that cleaning product that somehow all community 
halls always seem to smell liPe. Narold has time to thinP that it reminds 
him of a small”town meeting in an old civic association hall.

:eorge has already risen from the takle and comes toward them with his 
hand extended. Ne welcomes them warmly and introduces himself as the 
one qophie spoPe to on the phone. qophie smiles professionally and shaPes 
his hand, after which Narold calmly introduces himself as well. :eorge 
thanPs them for coming so JuicPly, and qophie replies in the tone she has 
practiced all afternoon that of course it was no troukle at all.

:eorge leads them over to the takle, where around ten people are seated 
together. —obee cups, plates of cooPies, and paper napPins are scattered 
among them, and the small talP JuicPly Juiets down as Narold and qophie 
approach. Bt the head of the takle, —harlotte rises to her feet. qhe seems 
less talPative than :eorge, more authoritative, liPe someone accustomed to 
ending discussions and moving meetings along. qhe welcomes them with 
a polite nod and says it is good that they were akle to come.

Iveryone shaPes hands one ky one. qome smile Pindly, others a kit 
nervously, and it is immediately clear that people are koth tense and at the 
same time trying to Peep the atmosphere proper and civilijed. Narold sits 
down and JuicPly taPes in the roomV the diberent faces, the small tensions 
ketween people, the way some already seem aligned with one another while 
others Peep a little more distance.

:eorge almost immediately kegins speaPing. 4olding his hands in front 
of him, he explains that many of them have lived there for many years, kut 
that there has nevertheless always keen a natural 0ow of people coming and 
going that has Pept the place alive. qeveral people nod while he continues, 
saying that in his experience a great many residents truly appreciate living 
there, something re0ected in the very low turnover rate.

:radually his voice kecomes more engaged. ’eople seeP out a place liPe 
this, he says, kecause they want more than simply a home. They want 
a community. B place where you do not kecome merely a name on a 
mailkox, kut where people actually remain human keings to one another. 
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—harlotte nods approvingly keside him while :eorge continues speaPing 
akout openness, solidarity, and genuinely caring akout one another.

AWe care akout each other,R he says. AThat-s really the most important 
thing.R

Ne pauses krie0y and explains that this is also why they invited Narold 
and qophie. They react JuicPly when something threatens the community 
kecause they do not want things to escalate unnecessarily. The situation, 
he says, is that less than a weeP ago they welcomed new residents, Tom and 
qusan. —harlotte JuicPly adds that they seem very nice, and :eorge agrees 
kefore continuing.

A Threat to the Community
9ut Tom and qusan krought a forest cat with them, and it is not exactly 
an ordinary cat. qeveral people around the takle nod immediately. :eorge 
explains that the cat is signi“cantly larger than normal cats and has lived in 
a very rural environment with a strong hunting instinct. Un fact, the new 
residents mentioned this themselves during the communal dinner.

AThey almost seemed proud of it,R one of the women murmurs.
:eorge nods cautiously and says that may well ke true. Then he sighs 

lightly and continues, saying that within ?ust a few days several kirds and 
rakkits have lost their lives, and that this has naturally created fear. qilence 
settles around the takle. 2ne can hear cobee cups keing Juietly shifted 
against saucers.

AB fairly signi“cant fear,R :eorge says Juietly.
—harlotte taPes over again with the calm authority that has already 

several times caused the little side conversations around the takle to fade 
away on their own. 4irst of all, she says, she would liPe to thanP Narold 
and qophie for coming on such short notice. 4olding her hands in front of 
her, she emphasijes that this should of course not ke made into something 
kigger than it is. Bnd yet Narold senses that the very phrasing almost maPes 
the situation sound kigger.
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—harlotte continues, explaining that they chose to taPe this step kefore 
something more drastic might kecome necessary. The phrase animal con-
trol is not spoPen directly this time, kut it nevertheless hangs clearly in the 
room. qhe goes on to explain that the entire koard is present, and she also 
thanPs the other attendees for keing akle to come so JuicPly. Un addition, 
they have invited some of those who feel most abected ky the situation.

qhe turns slightly toward one of the women at the takle and mentions 
Couise, who Pindly shared her family-s experiences on the community 
intranet so others could taPe precautions. Couise nods a little uncertainly. 
—harlotte continues ky explaining that several of the young families are also 
represented, along with 5rs. ’eterson-s neighkor and a few other residents 
with pets.

Narold sits Juietly okserving. Ne notices the way people respond to 
—harlotteV the small nods, the way several automatically turn toward her 
when she speaPs, and the almost invisikle support in their expressions. Bt 
the same time, he senses something else. The story has already taPen on a 
life of its own here. Ut has kecome larger than ?ust a cat.

—harlotte places koth hands on the edge of the takle and looPs toward 
Narold and qophie. With a small gesture of her hand, she gives them the 
0oor. Bll eyes now settle on the two visitors.

Professional Methods
qophie reacts immediately. qhe rises slowly, automatically ad?usts the i’ad 
lying in front of her on the takle, and looPs around at the group. 4rom 
Narold-s seat it is okvious that she has prepared thoroughly for the meet”
ing. Ivery phrase already seems carefully considered in advance. qhe places 
koth hands lightly against the edge of the takle and obers the group her 
most professional smile.

A4irst of all,R she kegins calmly, AU would liPe to say that you have already 
taPen a very important step ky reacting early.R

qeveral people nod immediately.
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AThat is often precisely the point,R she continues, Awhere con0icts are 
either resolved1 or kegin to grow.R

qhe lets her gaje move around the takle and explains that their approach 
is kuilt on koth analysis and communication. Narold can almost hear 
the wording from her earlier notes as she continues, saying that they try 
to understand koth the animal kehavior, the human reactions, and the 
dynamics within the community surrounding the situation. qhe lightly 
places her hand on the i’ad and explains that they typically worP with in”
terviews, okservations, and conversations with the involved parties kefore 
recommending concrete solutions.

The room kecomes very Juiet. Narold taPes a slow sip of cobee and leans 
kacP slightly in his chair while qophie continues her carefully prepared 
introduction.

A2ur method,R qophie continues calmly, Ais kased on a highly analytical 
approach.R qhe rests her hand lightly on the i’ad and explains that they 
worP from veri“akle material and concrete okservations, which they com”
kine with communication and the involvement of the parties concerned in 
order to “nd solutions that are koth professional and livakle for the people 
involved.

qeveral people around the takle nod, and qophie grows more con“dent 
now that she feels the group-s attention settling on her. qhe explains that 
this may include interviews, conversations, and in some cases analyses of 
kehavioral patterns over time. qhe has karely managed to say the word 
analysis one more time kefore one of the men at the takle suddenly rises.

Ne is one of the fathers from the young families. Ne holds his hands 
slightly forward, as though he had originally intended to say something 
Juite calm and polite.

Surveillance
AU-d ?ust liPe to say something for the saPe of clarity,R he says.

qophie automatically stops and looPs at him. Ne krie0y meets her gaje 
kefore JuicPly looPing around the room instead.
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AWe have a great deal of respect here for individual integrity and priva”
cy,R he says, and several people around the takle sit up a little straighter. 
ATherefore, any form of surveillance1R Ne emphasijes the word clearly. 
A1or systematic Juestioning is not something people support here.R

—harlotte shifts slightly in her chair while qophie still tries to maintain 
her professional smile.

AWell, of course it would all ke handled very discreetly,R qophie replies 
JuicPly. A9ut in certain cases, some form of okservation may ke necessary 
in order to understand what is actually going on.R

qhe ad?usts the i’ad slightly in front of her and adds that it can also ke 
important to examine kehavior outside ordinary daytime hours.

qhe karely “nishes the sentence kefore the man reacts much more 
strongly.

Aqurveillance aksolutely does not kelong in a place liPe this;R
Nis voice is now noticeakly louder, and the atmosphere around the takle 

changes immediately.
AWe need to “nd other methods,R he continues, growing more heated 

as he speaPs. A2ne of the reasons we moved here in the “rst place was 
speci“cally to avoid this entire development in society.R

Ne gestures sharply through the air.
A5ore and more surveillance. 5ore and more control. 5ore and more 

distrust of the sovereignty of the individual.R
Kow he is karely looPing at qophie anymore. Nis gaje is directed straight 

at —harlotte.
ABnd that is exactly why we chose a place liPe this.R
qilence settles around the takle, and Narold immediately senses that the 

conversation is no longer only akout a cat.
—harlotte raises her hand calmly, almost maternally, as though trying to 

lower the temperature in the room through the gesture alone.
A2ur values are still completely intact,R she says “rmly. AThere should 

ke no doukt akout that.R
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qhe sends a JuicP glance toward qophie and adds that she does not ke”
lieve anyone is talPing akout actual surveillance. The man remains standing 
while —harlotte continues, explaining that if at any point they were forced 
to okserve something, it would naturally only ke in a very mild form and 
only if it kecame aksolutely necessary.

That immediately causes the man to react again.
AU cannot under any circumstances support that.R
Nis voice is now so loud that several people looP up in alarm.
AThat-s exactly how it always starts,R he says. A4irst, it-s Omild.- Then it-s 

Otemporary.- Bnd eventually it kecomes normal.R
Ne points toward the takle.
AThis is akout far more than a cat.R
This time —harlotte interrupts him JuicPly. qhe still tries to maintain a 

calm tone as she says that perhaps this simply shows that they have entered 
into a discussion that is not entirely new. Ut is something they have dealt 
with kefore.

The man is akout to respond again, kut —harlotte continues and asPs 
everyone to try to stay focused on the matter at hand. The larger principled 
discussion can ke addressed another time, perhaps as a separate item at a 
koard meeting.

Ner calm way of saying it almost causes the tension to sukside.
9ut only almost.

More Than a Cat
Kow one of the young mothers leans forward across the takle. qhe has 
keen Juiet for a long time, kut her face has grown more and more tense 
throughout the discussion.

AIxcuse me,R she says.
Iveryone turns toward her.
A9ut honestly, U feel liPe all this talP akout principles and democracy 

completely overlooPs what this is really akout.R
qhe looPs directly at —harlotte.
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ANuman keings.R
Then she places a hand against her chest.
ABnd especially the little ones.R
Ner voice tremkles now more with emotion than anger.
AU-m okviously thinPing akout my child.R
The room kecomes very Juiet.
A5y child-s safety has to come kefore everything else.R
qhe shaPes her head lightly.
AWe can hold interviews and dialogues and form committees and discuss 

values1R qhe krie0y glances toward qophie and Narold. A1kut honestly, 
it feels liPe avoidance to me.R

qhe leans farther forward.
AThis is akout taPing action now. 9efore that predator has something 

much worse on its conscience.R
:eorge can clearly feel  the situation slipping away from him. Ne 

straightens slightly in his chair and once again tries to pull the threads 
together.

AKow, listen1R he says with a somewhat strained smile. AThis is exactly 
why we have a community liPe this.R

Ne looPs around at them and reminds them that they usually en?oy one 
another-s company very much and that they have always had a tradition 
of talPing things through instead of reacting desperately or emotionally 
overwhelmed. Ne even tries to laugh a little and says that this is actually 
part of what maPes the place special.

9ut the speech lands heavily around the takle. Blmost awPwardly. Un 
fact, it seems to open things up even more.

Old Frustrations
AThe proklem is precisely that we talP and talP and talP,R says one of the 
men farther down the takle. ABnd nothing ever happens.R

AIxactly,R says another.
Kow voices kegin overlapping one another.
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AWhat akout the garden fencesYR
AOeah;R
AWe voted on those two years ago;R
ABnd what akout the pondYR says the young mother. AUt-s still not 

fenced in.R
AThat water is far too deep. Ut-s a drowning hajard for children.R
AWe-ve keen saying that for ages.R
2ne man, speaPing in a hard tone, says that the values in this community 

honestly need to ke reexamined, and another nods emphatically and adds 
that these things always come kacP to the leadership in the end.

Ne sends a pointed glance toward —harlotte.
ATo put it kluntly, mayke there are also some people on the koard who 

have keen sitting there a little too long.R
qeveral people murmur in agreement.
A5ayke some people are no longer really in touch with what-s actually 

going on here.R
Ne continues, saying that this is certainly something he intends to kring 

up at the general assemkly, and whether perhaps it is time for a genuine 
change in leadership.

Narold sits Juietly, okserving everything. Ne can almost physically feel 
the issue drifting farther and farther away from the cat. Ut is no longer akout 
dead kirds and missing rakkits, kut akout old tensions, old con0icts, and 
frustrations that have clearly keen lying keneath the surface for a long time.

The Dirty Landry
9eside him, qophie has completely lost control of the situation. qhe now 
sits in silence with her arms drawn tightly against her kody and the i’ad 
closed in front of her. Ivery time someone mentions words liPe surveil-
lance, leadership, or criticism, she looPs more and more as though she 
would rather disappear from the room entirely.

—harlotte once again tries to regain control.
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AWell1R she says, raising koth hands slightly. A’erhaps we should ke 
careful not to air all our dirty laundry.R

That immediately causes several people to react.
A9ut that-s exactly what we never do;R one woman says.
AOeah, and then it ?ust piles up;R
—harlotte still tries to Peep her voice calm and says that she can hear there 

are many things weighing on people. qhe nods sti‘y and adds that she has 
noted everything and that they can address it at future meetings and, of 
course, at the general assemkly as well.

:eorge slowly taPes over the conversation again, though this time much 
more uncertainly.

AU have to admit,R he says Juietly, Athis has taPen me a little ky surprise.R
The room grows Juieter around the takle.
Ne looPs at them one ky one.
AU honestly had no idea there was this much dissatisfaction.R
Ne smiles krie0y and sadly.
AU really only accepted this volunteer role as contact person in order to 

help with the current issue involving the cat.R
Ne looPs down for a moment.
AU aksolutely had no intention of ending up at odds with any of you.R
Nis gaje moves around among the neighkors and then drops kacP down 

to the takle.
Aqo, U truly am sorry,R he says softly. AUf that-s what this ends up kecom”

ing.R
qilence settles again. Kot true calm, kut the Pind of silence in which 

people kegin turning toward the person keside them and Juietly resuming 
smaller conversations in sukdued little groups. B few shaPe their heads. 
2thers nod eagerly to one another and continue the discussions in short, 
whispered sentences that somehow maPe the atmosphere feel even more 
unsettled. —obee cups are moved. B chair creaPs. qomeone sighs loudly.

Then —harlotte slowly rises to her feet.
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The movement alone causes several people to automatically fall silent 
again.

qhe “rst sends a JuicP glance around the room and then looPs toward 
Narold and qophie.

AWell1R she says with a small, almost apologetic smile. ABs you can 
prokakly tell, we-re Juite fond of discussions here in the community.R

B few people chucPle krie0y.
ABnd that doesn-t necessarily have to ke a kad thing in itself.R
qhe ad?usts her sweater slightly and says that perhaps they should try to 

steer the conversation kacP on tracP a little. Then she turns more clearly 
toward Narold and qophie.

Aqo, U-d actually liPe to give the 0oor kacP to you.R
qophie karely reacts.
qhe still sits slightly leaned kacP with her arms close against her kody and 

her gaje “xed somewhere ketween the cobee cup and her closed i’ad. Ner 
entire professional presentation has long since slipped through her “ngers, 
and so —harlotte continues in a more conciliatory tone, suggesting that 
perhaps they should asP their guests to propose an actual plan of action.

The room kecomes Juiet again. Iveryone-s attention now settles on 
Narold and qophie. Narold remains seated for a moment without speaPing 
kefore slowly leaning forward over the takle. Ne loosely folds his hands 
in front of him and lets his gaje move calmly around among the faces F 
not JuicPly and not nervously, kut almost delikerately searching for eye 
contact with as many people as possikle kefore he kegins speaPing. Iven 
the way he does it softens the atmosphere slightly.

Rumors
4inally, he nods faintly.

AOes,R he says calmly. AU thinP perhaps the “rst thing U-ve understood is 
that this prokakly isn-t only akout a cat.R

Ko one says anything, and Narold continues in the same Juiet voice. 
Ne explains that this is actually important to understand, kecause things 
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sometimes grow F especially when people live close together, and espe”
cially when people genuinely want to get along with one another. Ne sends 
a small glance toward :eorge, who almost relievedly nods kacP.

Then Narold leans kacP slightly again and continues, saying that if 
you asP him, he does not thinP they should kegin with surveillance or 
committees. B few people smile faintly at the remarP. Unstead, he kelieves 
they should start much more simply.

AWe need to speaP with the people this is actually akout.R
Ne goes on to explain that their kest experience has always keen to talP 

as JuicPly as possikle with the central people in the situation F the people 
whom everything apparently concerns. Ne openly admits that they may 
not ke akle to solve anything, kut that it is important to speaP with them 
kefore even more rumors kegin spreading.

The word rumors hangs in the air for a moment. qome of the attendees 
looP down. 2thers Peep their gaje almost de“antly “xed on him, while a 
few still seem angry and others sPeptical. Bnd yet the atmosphere shifts 
slightly, as though someone has suddenly opened a window and let fresh 
air into the room.

9eside Narold, qophie straightens a little in her chair again. Ut is okvious 
that she is relieved Narold has taPen control in his usual Juiet way.

—harlotte leans forward and slowly asPs whether he is therefore suggest”
ing that they speaP with the new couple, Tom and qusan.

Narold nods and replies that he is actually suggesting the meeting dis”
solve, kecause he does not kelieve they will get much farther with the 
discussion right now. Unstead, he proposes that qophie and he Juietly pay 
the new residents a visit afterward and hear the situation from their side.

Ne smiles almost apologetically and adds that he cannot promise them 
very much, kut that he genuinely kelieves it is the only way forward.

—harlotte remains seated for a moment, looPing around at the others. 
qome do not react, others nod slowly, kut no one protests. 4inally, she 
nods herself and says that in that case they will do exactly that. qhe turns 
toward :eorge and asPs him to continue as the contact person, which he 
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immediately agrees to. Bll reporting should go through him so he can Peep 
her informed.

Narold slowly rises “rst, and qophie follows, JuicPly gathering up her 
i’ad and notes. The room has kecome relatively Juiet now. B few residents 
have already kegun carrying cobee cups out toward the Pitchen, while 
others stand in small groups speaPing Juietly among themselves. 9ut the 
conversations are no longer only akout the cat.

:eorge accompanies Narold and qophie toward the door, and kehind 
them the low hum of voices continues inside the common house as the 
door opens out into the darP evening.

2utside, a light drijjle has kegun. Kot much, ?ust the Pind of “ne rain 
that hangs in the air and maPes the darPness seem damp and shining. 
The streetlamps along the pathways cast yellowish light across the wet 
paving stones, and the entire area feels Juiet again after the meeting in the 
common house.

Narold pulls his ?acPet a little tighter around himself and asPs whether 
they should wait in the car for a kit, kut qophie JuicPly shaPes her head and 
replies that they may as well get it over with. Ner voice reveals that she is 
still in a Pind of professional state of alert and has not yet fully come down 
from the meeting.

They ?og lightly through the rain ketween the row houses toward the 
address :eorge explained to them. Cights glow in many of the surrounding 
windows F television screens, plants in windowsills, and the shadows 
of people moving around inside completely ordinary qaturday evenings. 
When they arrive at the house, they can already see moving koxes stacPed 
along the walls through the windows.

AKew people,R Narold says Juietly.
qophie merely nods.

Something Never Arrived
Narold rings the kell, and a moment later the door is opened ky qusan. qhe 
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looPs friendly and relaxed and automatically smiles at them kefore asPing 
somewhat curiously whether they live there too.

Narold calmly explains that they do not, kut that they would never”
theless very much liPe to come inside. qusan immediately steps aside and 
invites them in.

Unside the entryway they hang up their coats. The air smells faintly of 
cobee and new woodworP, and several moving koxes still stand along the 
walls. qusan obers them cobee and explains with a small laugh that her 
huskand Tom is still upstairs hanging curtains. B mu‘ed thump can ke 
heard from upstairs, and she comments with a smile that even in an open 
community liPe this, people still sometimes need a little privacy. qhe shaPes 
her head slightly and says it feels strange to move after so many years in the 
same place.

Narold nods understandingly and sends qophie a krief glance kefore 
saying that perhaps they should properly introduce themselves. They come 
from a small company, he explains, called The Pet Therapist.

qusan looPs surprised.
AThat sounds interesting,R she says.
qophie straightens slightly again and explains that the reason for their 

visit actually concerns their cat.
Bt that very moment Tom comes downstairs. Ne wipes his hands on his 

pants, walPs toward them Pindly, and says with a small smile that perhaps 
they can explain what all this is akout. Ne taPes out the letter and places it 
on the takle in front of them.

AWe received this earlier today,R he says.
Narold and qophie looP down at the handwritten messageV
We value safety and harmony here. Not everything fits in a shared com-

munity.
Tom looPs at them and says JuietlyV
ANonestly, it feels a little strange.R
Narold leans slightly forward over the takle and reads the handwritten 

message again.
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We value safety and harmony here. Not everything fits in a shared com-
munity.

Ne raises his eyekrows slightly and comments that it is certainly an odd 
message. qophie shaPes her head as well and Juietly says that it feels very 
indirect. Tom sits down at the takle and admits that they could not Juite 
“gure out whether the letter was even akout them. Narold calmly replies 
that it very well might ke, kecause their visit is prokakly connected precisely 
to that letter and the rumors already keginning to circulate akout their cat.

qusan looPs surprised while Narold explains that they were called in 
ky residents from the community kecause several people have expressed 
concern. Ne tries to say it as gently as possikle and emphasijes that people 
prokakly ?ust want to address things kefore they grow into something 
larger. Bt the same time, he gives them a small apologetic smile and suggests 
that part of it may also ke connected to the way they introduced 9ear 
during the communal dinner.

Tom cannot help laughing a little and admits that perhaps they overdid 
it a kit that evening. 9ear is indeed large, he says, kut also incredikly lajy and 
abectionate, and perhaps they did not maPe that suLciently clear. qusan 
nods in agreement, and Narold leans kacP slightly in his chair and explains 
that part of it also has to do with the fact that people here live much closer 
together than Tom and qusan are used to. ’eople follow one another-s 
lives, for ketter and worse, he says with a small smile, and in reality, that is 
prokakly also part of what they were looPing for when they moved there. 
qusan Juietly replies that this is actually true.

qophie has keen silent for a moment kut now straightens more formally 
and explains that someone saw a dead kird lying on their patio. qusan reacts 
JuicPly and says that she saw the kird herself and thought it must have 
0own into the window. 9ut qophie continues and explains that it is not 
only akout the kird. qome kaky rakkits are also missing, and an elderly 
woman has kecome frightened for her small dog. The rest is mostly rumors, 
she says, letting the words linger in the air.
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TNI ’IT TNI8B’UqT

qilence settles around the takle. qusan sits thoughtfully looPing down 
into her cobee cup kefore raising her eyes and asPing whether people are 
really afraid of their cat. qophie nods slowly, and Narold once again speaPs 
in his calm voice. Ne explains that the residents do not Pnow 9ear the way 
Tom and qusan do, and when people hear akout a very large and unusual 
cat that no one has really seen yet, and the only thing they Pnow akout it 
is that it is a sPilled hunter, people-s imaginations JuicPly kegin worPing.

Tom smiles, and a small laugh escapes him. The others looP at him.
Ne says that “rst of all he simply wants to thanP them for coming, 

kecause he actually sees it as something positive. Blso, the fact that people 
here react so JuicPly. qophie looPs slightly surprised ky his tone, kut Tom 
continues and says there is actually something they should already have 
told everyone at the communal dinner F kut at the time they did not yet 
Pnow it themselves.

2f course it had keen their intention, he says, for all of them to move 
there together. They could hardly kring the sheep or the horses with them, 
kut 9ear had keen part of their lives for many years, and therefore they 
had automatically imagined he would kecome part of their new life as well. 
qusan gently taPes over and explains that they Pept including him in their 
vision of the future there, kut once they arrived and truly kegan looPing at 
the place more closely, they actually started wondering whether he really 
kelonged there at all.

qhe nods Juietly toward Tom, who explains that of course it was a little 
sad and something they themselves had to get used to, kut eventually they 
agreed that 9ear would prokakly ke happiest staying kacP at the farm. The 
new owners obered to Peep him, qusan explains, and after some consider”
ation they agreed that it was the kest solution. Ut is nothing dramatic, Tom 
JuicPly emphasijes. The cat is not keing put down or anything liPe that. 
Ne is simply keing allowed to remain in the place where he feels safe, while 
they themselves will have to kegin a little anew there. qo, they called and 
arranged for him to stay.

ANe hasn-t even keen here;R qophie exclaims in great surprise.
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NIK8US S8zqI

Narold and qophie koth looP visikly startled.
AKo,R Tom replies, laughing again a little, Ahe never even made it here. 

2nly his reputation did. Bnd from what you-re telling us, U-d say that was 
more than enough.R

Narold cannot help smiling kacP and Juietly says that it certainly seems 
so.

qusan wraps her hands around the cobee cup and assures them that they 
have not keen discouraged. They have only keen there for a weeP and are 
only ?ust keginning to move in properly. qhe looPs around at the moving 
koxes and half”“nished curtains kefore turning kacP to Narold and qophie 
and saying that rumors exist in the countryside too.

Tom nods and adds that perhaps the only diberence is that out there, 
people can live with them for many years without anyone ever saying them 
out loud.

The Reputation Arrives First
The Nolvo moves Juietly through the nearly empty streets on the way 
home. The windshield wipers move slowly kacP and forth across the wind”
shield with the monotonous sound heard only late at night when the traLc 
has disappeared and the world seems smaller. The rain has almost stopped 
now, and only an occasional drop striPes the glass and is immediately swept 
away again. qtreetlights pass ky liPe yellow re0ections across the dashkoard.

Narold sits with koth hands on the steering wheel when he suddenly 
kegins chucPling softly to himself.

AWell, that was remarPakle,R he says. AOou could certainly say that the 
cat-s name and reputation arrived kefore the cat itself ever did.R

Ne laughs again and says that it reminds him of the fairy tale akout the 
one feather that turned into “ve dead hens.

qophie does not answer immediately. qhe sits Juietly staring through the 
windshield, and one can still sense some of the tension from the meeting 
lingering in her. Then Narold glances krie0y over at her with a crooPed 
smile.
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TNI ’IT TNI8B’UqT

Aqo1 what do you thinP, qophieY Were we professional enoughY Gid we 
have control of our rolesY 2r were we ?ust telling storiesYR

qophie looPs down for a moment and clearly tries to maintain her pro”
fessional expression, kut then she suddenly kreaPs into laughter anyway.

A2h, stop it, Narold,R she says, shaPing her head. AOou-re teasing me.R
AOes,R he replies contentedly. AU am.R
qhe picPs up her phone and automatically looPs at the screen. Narold 

asPs whether any more inJuiries have come in, and qophie scrolls for a kit 
kefore stopping and saying no. Bfter a short pause she addsV

AU also hope people have found something else to thinP akout1 some”
thing a little closer to reality.R

Narold smiles faintly without taPing his eyes ob the road.
qophie puts the phone away and leans her head slightly kacP while 

looPing out the side window at the darP row houses slowly passing ky 
outside. B small smile lingers on her face while the Nolvo continues Juietly 
through the night.
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The Weight of 
Winning

Home Field
The comee aichnue hsaf fotlyv oreb wv lhe diyy dhnye lhe yifl kibp kbo.f 
fyodyv kbn. kodu nulo lhe .olq The ogce nf diba iuk ’snel itleb lhe 
aobunuA,f dobpq S cos.ye ot toykebf tboa lhenb yilefl cife flnyy yne o.eu ou 
lhe liwyeP iuk Oo.hne,f n-ik ciflf i tinul wysnfh Ayod icboff heb tice if fhe 
fnlf csbyek s. nu heb chinb dnlh heb yeAf lscpek weueilh hebq

HslfnkeP lhe itlebuoou nf weAnuunuA lo lsbu Abivq
Oo.hne fnlf tob i dhnye flibnuA il lhe fcbeeu dnlhosl beiyyv beiknuA iuv“

lhnuAq Theu fhe yntlf heb evef lodibk Iiboykq
Ie uolncef nl iyaofl naaeknileyv iuk yoopf wicp il heb oreb lhe bna ot 

hnf comee cs.q

The Common House
”x,a flnyy i ynllye fsb.bnfek wv lhil coaaou hosfeP1 fhe fivf itleb i fhobl 
.isfeq ”xl lsbuek osl coa.yeleyv knmebeulyv tboa dhil x,k naiAnuekq1

Iiboyk koefu,l fiv iuvlhnuA velq Ie fna.yv fnlf lhebe ciyayvP ynfleunuAq
”x houeflyv uereb fid nl coanuAP1 fhe coulnusefq ”Syy lhofe cou3nclfq xl 

dif iyaofl ynpe .eo.ye hik weeu diypnuA ibosuk dinlnuA tob iu e9csfe lo 
leib nulo eich olhebq1
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IKU;xY Y;BOK

Ohe fhipef heb heik fynAhlyv iuk yelf osl i ’snel yisAh lhbosAh heb uofeq
”Suk x hire lo ikanlj x dif coa.yeleyv cisAhl om Asibk avfeytq x,k 

iclsiyyv .be.ibek i fcbn.lq1
Iiboyk fanyef ’snelyv iuk uokfq
”DefP1 he fivfq ”x uolncek lhilq1
”?sl x cosyk lhbod lhil idiv itleb Wre anuslefP1 Oo.hne fivfP yeiunuA 

tiblheb wicp nu heb chinbq ”KrebvlhnuA …sfl deul nu i coa.yeleyv knmebeul 
knbeclnouq1

The comee aichnue Anref i faiyy cyncp tboa lhe pnlcheuelle cobuebq
Oo.hne fnlf fnyeulyv tob i aoaeulq Theu fhe yoopf il Iiboyk aobe cyofeyvq
”?sl vos knku,l Ael uebrosf il iyyq1
Ie fhipef hnf heik fynAhlyv dnlhosl iufdebnuA bnAhl idivq
”Dos …sfl yel .eo.ye liypP1 fhe coulnusefq ”Suk if sfsiyP vos hiku,l 

dbnlleu iuvlhnuA koduq ?sl nl knku,l ereu feea ynpe vos debe lbvnuA lo 
coulboy lhe fnlsilnouq1

Ohe .isfef wbne3vq

Harold’s Way of Working
”4o vos febnosfyv uereb Ael uebrosf01 fhe ifpfP lhnf lnae dnlh suanflip“
iwye ikanbilnou nu heb ronceq

Iiboyk koefu,l iufdeb naaeknileyvq
Ie fna.yv beichef ciyayv tob lhe comee .olP .osbf i ynllye aobe nulo hnf 

cs.P iuk fnlf lhebe tob i aoaeul dnlh hnf hiuk dbi..ek ibosuk lhe diba 
.obceyinuq Theu he fcbilchef lhosAhltsyyv il hnf weibk iuk Anref Oo.hne i 
cboopek fanyeq

”MeyyP Oo.hnez Wbfl ot iyyP x .bowiwyv hire lo ikanl lhil x,a oykeb lhiu 
vosq1

Ohe yisAhf fotlyvq
”MeyyP lhil,f ceblinuyv oue div ot e9.yinunuA nlq1
”DeihP1 he fivf ciyayvq ”?sl nl iyfo aeiuf x,re hik aobe e9.ebneuce oreb 

lhe veibfq1
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TIK -KT TIK;S-xOT

Ie lipef i fn. ot comee iuk Ayiucef kodu il lhe liwye nu tboul ot hna tob 
i aoaeulq

”x lhnup aobe lhiu iuvlhnuAP oreb lnae x,re …sfl wecoae aobe coatobl“
iwye dnlh av odu div ot dobpnuAq Thil lipef i youA lnaeq 2sch youAeb 
lhiu vos .bowiwyv lhnupq1

SAinuP he fcbilchef ynAhlyv il hnf weibkq
”x kou,l diyp nulo courebfilnouf ynpe iu ea.lv .ebfou iuvaobeq1
Oo.hne fnlf ’snelyvP ynfleunuAq
”?eynere aeP1 he coulnusef dnlh i faiyy fanyeP ”nl keWunleyv difu,l eifv 

tob ae ouce enlhebq x cosyk Ael nufecsbe looq x iyfo teyl ynpe x fhosyk hire 
lhnuAf aobe sukeb coulboyq1

Ie yeiuf wicp fynAhlyv nu hnf chinbq
”?sl oreb lnae x beiynCek lhil bnAnk .yiuf debe iclsiyyv otleu AellnuA nu 

av divq Oo ynllye wv ynllyeP x fliblek yellnuA lhea Aoq1
Oo.hne flnyy flsknef hna cibetsyyvq
”Suk vefP1 he fivf dnlh i fynAhl fhbsAP ”ynpe vos finkP x kou,l beiyyv 

.be.ibe lhil asch iuvaobeq x lbv aobe lo we .befeulq To ynfleu lo dhil,f 
hi..eunuAq To lhe ilaof.hebeq To lhe lhnuAf .eo.ye kou,l ’snle fivq1

The comee aichnue coulnusef hsaanuA fotlyv nu lhe cobuebq
”2v e9.ebneuce nf beiyyv lhil .eo.ye bereiy dhebe lhev fliuk .bellv 

’sncpyv nt vos Anre lhea euosAh f.iceq 2ofl .eo.ye iclsiyyv leyy vos i 
fsb.bnfnuA iaosul iwosl lheafeyref nt vos,be uol loo wsfv .sfhnuA vosb 
odu iAeukiq1

Ie fanyef iAinuP lhnf lnae iyaofl i.oyoAelnciyyvq
”?sl aivwe lhe aofl na.obliul lhnuA nf fna.yv lhil nl fsnlf aeq 2v 

.ebfouiynlvq xl,f uol ueceffibnyv foaelhnuA lhil dosyk fsnl vosq1
Oo.hne beainuf coa.yeleyv flnyyj heb evef W9ek ou hnaq
”x lhnupP1 Iiboyk coulnusef ’snelyvP ”lhil oreb aiuv veibf x,re kerey“

o.ek i lbsfl nu av odu div ot dobpnuAq Suk lhil lbsfl nf .bowiwyv dhv x 
kou,l Ael rebv uebrosf iuvaobeq1

Oo.hne fyodyv lsbuf lhe comee cs. weldeeu heb hiukf dhnye lhnupnuA 
iwosl dhil he hif finkq
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IKU;xY Y;BOK

”Dos …sfl aipe nl fosuk fo eifvP Iiboykq1
Ie fanyef i ynllye wsl koefu,l iufdeb velq
”Krebv fnuAye lnaeP x fnl lhebe lhnupnuA5 Mhil nf lhnf beiyyv iwosl01 fhe 

coulnusefq ”Suk x knk lhil osl il lhe coaaou hosfe looq x pe.l lbvnuA lo 
WAsbe osl dhil dif iclsiyyv il flipeq Mhil ibe .eo.ye beiclnuA lo0 Mhebe 
nf nl coanuA tboa01

Ohe e9hiyef fotlyv iuk fhipef heb heikq
”Suk houeflyvP x uereb ’snle Ael iyy lhe div lo iu iufdebq1
Iiboyk flnyy fnlf ciyayvP ynfleunuA dnlhosl nulebbs.lnuA hebq
Theu he yeiuf fynAhlyv tobdibk nu hnf chinbq

The Gym
”Fel ae lbv lo Anre vos iuolheb e9ia.ye ot hod knmebeul de ibeP1 he fivfq 
”xt x diypek nulo i Avaz1

Oo.hne iybeikv fliblf fanynuA i ynllyeq
”zx,k hire iwfoysleyv uo nkei dhil lo koq x,k ueek lo toyyod foae rebv 

flbncl .yiuf iuk fvfleafP iuk x,k .bowiwyv we coa.yeleyv ke.eukeul ou 
dhilereb lbinueb hi..euek lo we diypnuA ibosuk nu lhebeq1

Oo.hne yisAhf ’snelyvq
”Suk weynere aeP1 Iiboyk coulnusefP ”erebv fnuAye lnae x ciae wicpP 

x,k hire tobAolleu erebvlhnuA iyy oreb iAinuq x,k hire lhil teeynuA ot wenuA 
fynAhlyv wehnukq Fnpe erebvwokv eyfe sukebflook foaelhnuA x flnyy hiku,l 
’snle WAsbek oslq1

Ie fhbsAf ynAhlyvq
”x,k .bowiwyv diyp ibosuk flibnuA il lhe aichnuefP ho.nuA uowokv 

uolncek x hik uo cyse dhil x dif konuAq1
Uod Oo.hne yisAhf aobe o.euyvq
”HpivP lhil dosyk iclsiyyv we .bellv tsuuv lo dilchq1
”x febnosfyv koswl lhil1 Iiboyk fivf kbvyv wetobe fanynuA iAinu hnafeytq
”?sl lhe .onul nfP1 he coulnusef aobe ’snelyvP ”vos kou,l teey lhil div 

lhebeq The Ava nf vosb hoae Weykq Dos diyp nu uilsbiyyvq Dos kou,l lhnup 
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TIK -KT TIK;S-xOT

iwosl lhe bsyef iuvaobeq Dosb wokv iuk vosb anuk iybeikv puod hod nl 
dobpfq1

Oo.hne uokf fyodyvq
”Deihz x Aseff lhev koq1
”Suk x lhnupP1 Iiboyk fivfP ”.eo.ye sukebeflnaile hod wnA i knmebeuce 

nl aipef lo we foaedhebe dhebe vosb odu uilsbe Aelf lo dobp dnlh vos 
nufleik ot iAinufl vosq1

Oo.hne fnlf tob i dhnye lhnupnuA iwosl dhil Iiboyk hif …sfl fink dhnye 
yellnuA heb WuAebf Aynke fyodyv ibosuk lhe comee cs.q

”Thil,f iclsiyyv i beiyyv Aook naiAeP1 fhe fivf itleb i aoaeulq ”The 
dhoye hoae Weyk iuk idiv Weyk lhnuAq x ciu sfe lhilq1

Iiboyk fanyef tinulyv iuk yntlf oue fhosykebq
”Deihz wsl kou,l lhnup tob i fecouk lhil x,a iydivf ou hoae lsbtq1
Oo.hne yoopf il hna csbnosfyvq
”x,a keWunleyv uolP1 he coulnusef ciyayvq ”x hire av koswlf looq1
Ie .isfef wbne3v iuk Ayiucef lodibk lhe dnukodP dhebe lhe itlebuoou 

ynAhl hif fliblek lo kibpeuq
”x …sfl lhnup av koswlf e9nfl foaedhebe eyfeq 2obe ou iu e9nfleulniy yerey 

aivweq Uol fo asch nu lhe dobp nlfeytq1
SAinuP he fanyef i ynllye cboopekyvq
”?sl x ciu iwfoysleyv koswl lhe wnAAeb ynuef nu ynteq Mhelheb x,a nu lhe 

bnAhl .yicefq Mhelheb x,a konuA lhe bnAhl lhnuAfq ThnuAf ynpe lhilq1
Oo.hne fnlf ’snelyv tob i aoaeulP yellnuA lhe dobkf fnup nuq
”Thil,f iclsiyyv tsuuvP1 fhe fivf fyodyvq ”?ecisfe x,a bibeyv nu koswl 

iwosl dho x iaq1
Iiboyk yoopf s. il hebq
”?sl x ciu wecoae nucbeknwyv sufsbe nu lhe iclsiy aoaeul ot .ebtob“

aiuceq1
Onyeuce fellyef wbne3v weldeeu lheaq
Theu Oo.hne Aelf s. iuk diypf oreb lo lhe comee aichnueq
”Dos diul aobe01
”DefP .yeifeq1
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IKU;xY Y;BOK

Ohe .osbf comee tob wolh ot lheaP iuk lhe ilaof.hebe ynAhleuf iAinuq
”?sl x,a flnyy hoyknuA ou lo lhnfP1 fhe fivf dnlh i Abnu if fhe hiukf hna 

lhe cs.q ”x dosyk Aeusnueyv yore lo fee vos nu i Avaq1
Iiboyk lipef lhe cs. iuk fyodyv fhipef hnf heikq
”Thil dosyk we i knfiflebq1
”xl ciu,l .offnwyv we lhil wikq1
”Hh vefP1 he fivf febnosfyvq ”x,k we lhe pnuk ot Asv fliuknuA nu tboul 

ot foae aichnue tob leu anuslef lbvnuA lo WAsbe osl dhelheb vos,be 
fs..ofek lo .syy nlP .sfh nlP ob fnl ou lo. ot nlq1

Oo.hne wsbflf osl yisAhnuAq
”Suk ouce .eo.ye fliblek yntlnuA denAhlf ibosuk aeP1 Iiboyk coulnusefP 

”x,k .bowiwyv lbv lo yoop .boteffnouiy iuk euk s. AellnuA faicpek nu lhe 
heik wv i befnfliuce wiukq1

Uod wolh ot lhea ibe yisAhnuAq
”UoP1 he fivfP lipnuA i fn. ot comeeq ”Thil nf keWunleyv uol av hoae 

Weykq1

Performance Anxiety
”?sl f.eipnuA ot lhilP1 Oo.hne fskkeuyv fivfP yeiunuA fynAhlyv tobdibk nu 
heb chinbq

Ohe .syyf i toykeb lodibk heb tboa lhe liwye iuk lipef osl i ted .bnulek 
.iAef yvnuA weldeeu yoofe uolef iuk i .euq

”x iclsiyyv lhnup lhnf nf lhe cife lhil,f aike ae csbnosfq1
Iiboyk yoopf s. oreb hnf comee cs.q
”x beik lhbosAh nl lhnf aobunuAP1 fhe coulnusefP 3n..nuA ynAhlyv lhbosAh 

lhe .iAefq ”Suk x lhnup nl cosyk we iwosl .ebtobaiuce iu9nelvq x aeiuz 
dnlhosl diulnuA lo fiv loo asch velq1

Iiboyk uokf ’snelyvq
”xl,f i aiu dbnlnuA lo sfq Ie fnAuf hnafeyt Oewiflniu Sfhcoaweq1
The uiae iyaofl isloailnciyyv aipef Oo.hne binfe heb evewbodf fynAhl“

yvq
”Thil fosukf rebv eyeAiulP1 Iiboyk beaibpf kbvyvq
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”xl beiyyv koefP1 Oo.hne fivf dnlh i faiyy yisAh wetobe coulnusnuAq ”Ie 
fivf hnf fou nf lbinunuA lo wecoae i …ocpevq S..ibeulyvP nl,f i tianyv lbikn“
lnouq1

Ohe fpnaf tiblheb kodu lhe .iAeq
”Ie nucyskef i yol ot kelinyfP wsl lhe ainu lhnuA nf lhil lhe hobfe betsfef 

lo bsu dheu nl beiyyv aillebfq1
Iiboyk lnylf hnf heik fynAhlyvq
”Dos aeiu ksbnuA bicef01
”Deihq Hb nu fnlsilnouf dhebe olheb .eo.ye ibe ibosukq Voa.elnlnoufP 

lbinunuA il olheb lbicpfz lhe hobfe …sfl coa.yeleyv fhslf koduq1
Ohe lsbuf iuolheb .iAeq
”Ie iyfo dbnlef i ynllye iwosl lhe beyilnoufhn. weldeeu hnafeyt iuk hnf 

fouq Thil lhev fhibe lhnf hsAe .iffnouP iuk lhil he hnafeyt hif weeu rebv 
nuroyrek nu lhe wov,f lbinunuAq1

”Iod oyk nf lhe fou01
”Tdeyreq1
Iiboyk uokf ’snelyvq
”Suk lheu he iclsiyyv dbnlef foaelhnuA nulebeflnuAP1 Oo.hne coulnusefq 

”Ie,f doukebnuA hnafeyt dhelheb hnf odu nuroyreaeul anAhl we imeclnuA 
lhe wov aobe lhiu he beiynCekq1

”MeyyP il yeifl lhil fosukf ynpe i aiu dnlh foae feyt“idibeueffP1 Iiboyk 
fivfq

”Deihz nl iclsiyyv koefq1
Oo.hne pee.f beiknuA i ynllye youAebq
”HlhebdnfeP nl fosukf ynpe lhev ynre foaedhebe .bellv na.beffnreq Su 

oyk cosulbv eflile lhil,f weeu nu lhe tianyv tob Aeuebilnoufq Thev,re pe.l 
hobfef osl lhebe tob aiuv veibfq1

Ohe fanyef i ynllye lo hebfeytq
”xl iyaofl fosukf ynpe lhe tianyv hif ynrek ou hobfewicp tob Aeuebilnoufq1
Iiboyk fanyef tinulyvq
”Mhil,f lhe hobfe,f uiae01
”Onyreb Mipeq1
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”Thil,f i weislntsy uiaeq1
”DeihP1 Oo.hne fivfq ”Suk iccobknuA lo OewiflniuP nl fs..ofekyv hif 

euobaosf .oleulniyq1
Ohe yoopf i ynllye tiblheb kodu lhe .iAeq
”The fou,f uiae nf HynrebP wv lhe divq Suk he hif i fnfleb looq Fscvq1
”4oef he aeulnou heb01
”DeihP i ynllyeq xl fosukf ynpe fhe,f rebv nulebeflek nu hobfef looq ?sl nu i 

knmebeul divq1
Iiboyk yoopf il heb ’seflnounuAyvq
”Iod01
Oo.hne fhbsAf ynAhlyvq
”xl,f hibk lo e9.yinuq ?sl nl fosukf aobe ynpe fhe yoref lhe iunaiyf 

lheafeyref lhiu lhe coa.elnlnoufq1
Ohe yntlf heb evef tboa lhe .i.ebq
”Ooz1 fhe fivf fyodyvq ”xl beiyyv cosyk we .ebtobaiuce iu9nelvq1
”2ivweP1 Iiboyk fivf ciyayvq ”?sl de fhosyk .bowiwyv we cibetsy uol lo 

Ael uebrosf osbfeyref wetobe de ereu Ael osl lhebeq1
Ie fanyef i ynllyeq
Oo.hne yisAhf fotlyv iuk .yicef lhe .i.ebf wicp ou lhe liwyeq
Onyeuce fellyef weldeeu lhea tob i aoaeulq
Theu fskkeuyv fhe yoopf oreb il Iiboyk iAinuq

Born Into Competition
”4o vos lhnup .eo.ye ibe iclsiyyv wobu tob foaelhnuA ynpe lhil01

”Gob dhil01
”Gob coa.elnuAq1
Iiboyk lhnupf tob i aoaeulq
”UoP1 he fivf fyodyvq ”x kou,l beiyyv lhnup foq1
Ie lipef i faiyy fn. ot comeeq
”?sl x ko lhnup foae .eo.ye ibe wobu nulo nlq1
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Volter and the Open Road
xl,f yile itlebuoou wv lhe lnae lhev yeire lhe cnlv nu lhe ‘oyroq

The lbigc Abiksiyyv lhnuf ibosuk lheaP iuk lhe hosfef fyodyv weAnu 
AnrnuA div lo Weykf iuk yod teucef iyouA lhe boikfq

The euAnue cosAhf i ynllye nbbnliwyv …sfl if Iiboyk chiuAef AeibfP iuk lhe 
cib …ebpf fynAhlyv tobdibkq

Oo.hne naaeknileyv lhbodf i fpe.lnciy Ayiuce lodibk lhe kifhwoibk lo 
fee nt iuvlhnuA fliblf wynupnuAq

Syaofl nuflnuclnreyvP Iiboyk .yicef i hiuk ou lhe fleebnuA dheey iuk 
fivfP

”DeihP veihz nl …sfl ueekf lo diba s. i ynllyeP vos puod lhilq1
Ie .ilf lhe kifhwoibk ynAhlyvq
”Me …sfl hire lo Anre nl i ynllye .ilneuce il Wbflq1
Oo.hne yeiuf wicp fynAhlyv nu heb feilq
”Me,yy dinlP lheuP1 fhe fivf kbvyvq
Ohe yelf heb AiCe kbntl ibosuk lhe cibP iyaofl if nt aipnuA fsbe erebvlhnuA 

nf flnyy e9iclyv lhe div nl,f fs..ofek lo weq Hu lhe wicp feil ynef i wiA ot looyf 
iuk i ted oyk toykebf tboa .bernosf cifefq 4oA hinb cynuAf lo lhe s.hoyflebv 
nu ferebiy .yicefP iuk ueib lhe Aeibfhntl fnlf iu ea.lv .i.eb cs. tboa i Aif 
flilnou lhev rnfnlek i ted kivf eibynebq

The dhoye lhnuA teeyf aeffv nu i hoaeynpe fobl ot divP if nt lhe cib hif 
Abiksiyyv wecoae iu e9leufnou ot lhenb ynllye wsfnueffq

The euAnue fellyef kodu i ynllye aobeq
Oo.hne lsbuf fynAhlyv lodibk Iiboykq
”Oo hod ko vos iclsiyyv teey iwosl hobfef01
Iiboyk uokf i ynllye lo hnafeytP if nt he Wbfl ueekf lo lhnup iwosl lhe 

’seflnouq
”Meyyz1 he fivf dnlh i tinul fanyeq ”Gob fliblebfP x,a uol itbink ot lheaq 

Uol uobaiyyvP iuvdivq1
Oo.hne yisAhf fotlyvq
”MeyyP lhil,f beiffsbnuAq1
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”?sl x dosyku,l e9iclyv ciyy avfeyt e9.ebneucek enlhebP1 he coulnusefq 
”Mhil iwosl vos01

Oo.hne fhbsAf fynAhlyvq
”Oerebiy ot av Anbytbneukf debe hobfe Anbyf wicp dheu de debe nu fchooyq 

Sf foou if cyiffef eukekP lhev,k …sa. ou lhenb wnpef iuk bnke osl lo lhe 
hobfef lhev loop cibe otq1

Ohe fanyef tinulyv il lhe aeaobvq
”x deul iyouA i cos.ye ot lnaef looq1
”Suk01
”x cosyk uereb beiyyv Ael .ifl lhe faeyyP1 fhe fivf houeflyvq ”xl uereb 

weciaez boaiulnc lo aeq1
Iiboyk weAnuf yisAhnuA ’snelyvq
”Thil,f .bowiwyv heiylhv looq1
”DeihP1 Oo.hne fivfP yoopnuA osl lhe dnukod lodibk lhe Weykfq ”OoP nl 

keWunleyv uereb weciae av Abeil .iffnouq1
Oo.hne dilchef hna tob i aoaeul dnlh i cboopek fanyeq
”xl,f iclsiyyv tsuuvP1 fhe fivfq ”Dos debe rebv ’sncp lo fiv vos ibeu,l 

itbink ot hobfefq1
Ohe binfef heb evewbodf fynAhlyvq
”xf lhebe foaelhnuA wehnuk lhil01
Iiboyk fliblf fanynuAq
”Qook cilchq1
Ie ik…sflf hnf Abn. ou lhe dheey fynAhlyv dhnye lhe ‘oyro coulnusef kodu 

lhe cosulbv boikq

Sonny Boy
”Meyyz x lhnup wovf aivwe hire i fynAhlyv knmebeul beyilnoufhn. dnlh hobf“
efq1

Oo.hne yoopf il hna csbnosfyvq
”Me Abed s. dnlh codwov aornef iuk lhnuAf ynpe lhilq Iobfef debe 

foaelhnuA tbee iuk dnyk iuk .odebtsyq Ynuk ot ynpe aolobcvcyef ibe tob 
foae .eo.ye lokivq1
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Ie chscpyef fotlyv lo hnafeytq
”Suk x hik i cyiffaile dhofe tianyv pe.l hobfef osl ou lhenb tibaq 

IoueflyvP nl Aire hna i tinb iaosul ot flilsf nu fchooyP ereu lhosAh he 
keWunleyv difu,l foae icikeanc Aeunsfq1

”Thil fosukf rebv weyneriwyeP1 Oo.hne fivf kbvyvq
”DeihP1 Iiboyk fivfq ”Suk uilsbiyyv x lhosAhl nl fosukek e9cnlnuAq OoP x 

aike i keiy dnlh hna lhil x cosyk .iv .ibl ot av iyyodiuce lo coae osl 
iuk lbv bnknuAq1

Oo.hne nf iybeikv fanynuAq
”OoP oue kiv x wnpek hoae tboa fchooy dnlh hnaq1
Gob i aoaeul he AiCef kbeianyv iheik dhnye lhe yiukfci.e fynkef .ifl 

oslfnkeq
”Suk iclsiyyvP nl fliblek osl Wueq x lhnup nl dif iu oyk hobfe lhev yel ae 

bnkeq xl dif suweyneriwyv yiCvq Mhnch fsnlek ae .ebteclyvq1
Oo.hne yisAhf fotlyvq
”?sl x flnyy beaeaweb lhe teeynuA ot cynawnuA s. ou nlq The Abosuk 

fskkeuyv teyl nucbeknwyv tib idivq1
”Mebe vos uebrosf01
”DeihP1 Iiboyk fivf houeflyvq ”x keWunleyv difu,l coatobliwyeq1
Ie fanyef i ynllyeq
”?sl de diukebek ibosuk osl lhebeP iuk erebvlhnuA dif .bellv .eice“

tsyz bnAhl s. sulny hnf oykeb wbolheb ciae hoaeq1
”Hh uoP1 Oo.hne fivfP iybeikv yisAhnuAq
”DeihP1 Iiboyk fivfq ”?ecisfe lhe oykeb wbolheb dif i coa.yeleyv knmeb“

eul lv.eq 2v cyiffaile dif pnuk ot heirv iuk fyod“aornuAq ?sl lhe oykeb 
wbolhebz he dif oue ot lhofe couWkeul codwov“…ocpev lv.efq1

Ie yisAhf ’snelyv il lhe aeaobvq
”Suk ot cosbfe he hik lo Ao osl iuk lbinu dnlh hnf hobfeq Oouuv ?ovP x 

beaeaweb lhil dif nlf uiaeq1
Ie fivf lhe uiae iyaofl lhosAhltsyyvq
”Suk Oouuv ?ov keWunleyv difu,l lhe pnuk ot hobfe lhil …sfl diukebek 

ibosuk yiCnyvq1
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Oo.hne nf o.euyv fanynuA uodq
”xl loop om Aiyyo.nuA01
”HhP iwfoysleyvq Giflq Suk fskkeuyv av oyk hobfe Aelf lhe wbnyyniul nkei 

lhil nl diulf lo …onu nu looq1
Oo.hne fliblf yisAhnuA iAinuq
”Suk lheu x ciu .boanfe vos lhnuAf Aol nulebeflnuAq1
Iiboyk yntlf hnf fhosykebf fynAhlyvq
”Syy ot i fskkeuP de,be leibnuA icboff lhe Weykq KrebvlhnuA fliblf wosuc“

nuA iuk fhipnuAP iuk wetobe x puod nlP de,be i..ibeulyv …sa.nuA oreb 
owflicyef looq1

Uod Oo.hne yisAhf osl yoskq
”x ciu ynlebiyyv .nclsbe nlq1
”DeihP1 Iiboyk fivf kbvyvq ”xl dif uol i Abicetsy e9.ebneuceq1
Ie fhipef hnf heik dnlh i fanyeq
”2ivwe ldo anuslef yilebP x tiyy omq1
”?sl vos Aol wicp ou01
”MeyyP vos hire loP1 Iiboyk fivfq ”JQel wicp ou lhe hobfeP, if lhev fivq1
”‘ebv heboncq1
”DeihP lhil yiflek iwosl Wre anuslefq1
Oo.hne yisAhf ereu hibkebq
”Suk lheu x teyy om iAinuq1
Ie Anref heb i cboopek fanyeq
”Suk lhil,f dhebe av .boanfnuA bnknuA cibeeb ciae lo iu eukq1
Oo.hne nf flnyy ’snelyv yisAhnuAq
”?sl vos,be flnyy uol itbink ot lhea01
Iiboyk lhnupf tob i aoaeulq
”UoP1 he fivf ciyayvq ”x,a beiyyv uolq1
Oo.hne fnlf ’snelyv tob i aoaeul itleb lhe flobv dhnye lhe ‘oyro coulnu“

sef kodu lhe cosulbv boik dnlh nlf fleikvP fynAhlyv suereu euAnue uonfe 
weueilh lheaq

Theu fhe .syyf heb yeAf s. fynAhlyv weueilh heb nu lhe feil iuk yoopf oreb 
il Iiboyk iAinuq
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”?sl coufnkebnuA uenlheb ot sf nf e9iclyv i hobfe e9.eblz1 fhe fivfq ”Iod 
ko vos lhnup de,be iclsiyyv AonuA lo hiukye lhnf cife01

Iiboyk pee.f hnf evef ou lhe boik iheikq
”Oyodyv iuk ciyayvP1 he fivfq
Oo.hne fanyef i ynllyeq
”Me,yy lipe nl if nl coaefq1
Ie chiuAef Aeibf cibetsyyvq
”;eaeawebP Oo.hnez wv uod de,re keiyl dnlh iyy foblf ot lhnuAfq1
Ie iyaofl fliblf cosulnuA ou hnf WuAebf iAinufl lhe fleebnuA dheeyq
”Gobefl cilfq Ouipefq ;iccooufq Olbeffek“osl lsblyefq1
Oo.hne nf iybeikv weAnuunuA lo yisAhq
”Suk .ibbolf f.eipnuA nu knmebeul roncefP1 Iiboyk coulnusefq
”DeihP x,yy uereb tobAel lhil oueq1
”UoP1 Iiboyk fivf kbvyvq ”Uenlheb dnyy xq1
Ie fanyef tinulyvq
”The .onul nfP nl,f uereb beiyyv iwosl lhe f.ecnef nlfeytq Me yoop il dhil,f 

hi..eunuA ibosuk lheaq1
Ksfl if he fivf nlP lhe ‘oyro yelf osl i knffilnfWek cosAh tboa lhe euAnueq
SsloailnciyyvP Iiboyk .ilf lhe kifhwoibk dnlh lhe 3il ot hnf hiukq
”Kifv lhebeP ‘oylebP1 he fivf ciyayvq ”Me,be flnyy hebeq1
Oo.hne wsbflf osl yisAhnuAq
Iiboyk fanyef cboopekyvq
”The ldo ot sfP Oo.hnez iuk ‘oylebq1
Ie uokf fynAhlyv lodibk lhe fleebnuA dheeyq
”Me foyre cifefq1

Ashcombe Stables
Mhelheb nl hif iuv beiy emecl ou ‘oyleb lo we .binfek nf hibk lo fivq ?sl 
tboa lhil aoaeul ouP lhe ‘oyro aoref i ynllye aobe bhvlhanciyyv kodu 
lhe boikP if nt nl hif kecnkek lo coo.ebile itleb iyyq

Stleb iuolheb hiyt hosb ob fo ot kbnrnuAP lhe boikf weAnu lo Abod uib“
bodebP iuk lhe yiukfci.e ibosuk lhea o.euf s.q
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”Me asfl we iyaofl lhebeP1 Oo.hne fivfP AyiucnuA kodu il QooAye 2i.f 
ou heb .houeq

Theu fhe fskkeuyv yntlf heb heikq
”Modz yoop il lhil fnAuq1
S ynllye tiblheb iheikP ou lhe bnAhl fnke ot lhe boikP fliukf i yibAeP eyeAiul 

fnAu lhil yeiref uo koswl lhev hire coae lo lhe bnAhl .yiceq
Sf lhev Ael cyofebP lhev ciu fee lhe kibp dbosAhl nbou fhi.ek ynpe i 

flvynCek hobfe,f heikq ?eueilh nlP nu cyiffnc yellebnuAP nl fivf5

ASHCOMBE STABLES

Oo.hne yelf osl i ynllye wbeilh lhbosAh heb leelhq
”Hpivz lhnf nf cyeibyv uol …sfl foaeoue dnlh i .ouv nu lhe wicpvibkq1
Iiboyk fanyef ’snelyv lo hnafeytq
The ‘oyro lsbuf oulo lhe Abirey boik iuk coulnusef fyodyv lhbosAh iu 

ireuse ot liyyP ueilyv lbnaaek .o.yib lbeefq Thenb lbsupf ibe fo lhncp lhil 
ereu Iiboyk ciu naaeknileyv leyy lhe .yice asfl hire weeu nu lhe tianyv,f 
.offeffnou tob Aeuebilnoufq

Giblheb iheikP yibAe bnknuA ibeuif weAnu lo i..eib wehnuk dhnle dookeu 
teucefq

KrebvlhnuA yoopf deyy pe.lqSyaofl .ebteclnounflncq
Sl lhe fiae lnaeP lhebe nf foaelhnuA oyk iuk uofliyAnc iwosl lhe .yiceP 

if nt lnae aoref i ynllye aobe fyodyv osl hebeq

The Main House
Oo.hne uod fnlf coa.yeleyv flnyyP yoopnuA osl lhe dnukodq

Mheu lhe ainu hosfe Wuiyyv i..eibf weldeeu lhe lbeefP fhe beiclf f.ou“
liueosfyvq

”Modq1
xl koef uol yoop ’snle ynpe i aiuob hosfeP wsl cyofeq S yibAeP weislntsyyv 

beflobek cosulbv .bo.eblv dnlh ferebiy youA fliwye wsnyknuAf ibosuk nl iuk 
dnke Abirey ibeif dnlhosl i fnuAye deekq
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xu i .ikkocp ueib lhe hosfeP tosb ob Wre yibAe hobfef bsu ibosuk nu lhe 
yod itlebuoou ynAhlq

Iiboyk iyfo yoopf osl oreb lhe Abosukfq
”Defz1 he fivf ’snelyvq ”Me,be keWunleyv uol ou osb hoae Weyk hebeq1
Oo.hne fanyef dnlhosl lipnuA heb evef om lhe .yiceq
”UoP1 fhe fivfq ”?sl nl yoopf ynpe lhev ibeq1
‘oyleb cbsuchef oreb lhe Abirey if lhev fyodyv i..boich lhe cosblvibkq
The cyofeb lhev Ael lo lhe wsnyknuAfP lhe cyeibeb nl wecoaef hod cibetsyyv 

ainulinuek lhe .yice nfq The dhnle teucef ibe tbefhyv .inulekq The bootf ot 
lhe fliwye wsnyknuAf yoop uedyv beflobekP iuk ereu lhe Abirey nu tboul ot lhe 
hosfe ynef faoolh iuk bipek dnlhosl i fnuAye wyike ot Abiff flncpnuA s.q

”Thnf nf iyaofl i dhoye ynllye bnknuA ea.nbeP1 Oo.hne asbasbfq
Iiboyk uokf fynAhlyv dnlhosl iufdebnuAq
Hu lhe olheb fnke ot lhe .ikkocpP lhev ciu uod heib lhe aslek fosuk 

ot hooref iAinufl lhe AbosukP iuk oue ot lhe hobfef yntlf nlf heik iuk yoopf 
wbne3v nu lhenb knbeclnou wetobe coulnusnuA iyouA lhe teuceq

The ‘oyro boyyf lhe yifl flbelch lodibk lhe ainu hosfe iuk flo.f dnlh i 
faiyy fnAh tboa lhe euAnueq

Syaofl il lhe fiae aoaeulP lhe tboul koob o.eufq
S liyy aiu nu ynAhl bnknuA wbeechef iuk i kibp fdeileb coaef osl oulo lhe 

fle.f dnlh youAP iffsbek flbnkefq S ynllye wehnuk hna toyyodf i wovq
Oo.hne isloailnciyyv lhbodf Iiboyk i ’sncp AyiuceP if nt lhev ibe wolh 

lhnupnuA lhe fiae lhnuA5Thil asfl we Oewiflniu iuk Hynrebq
Oewiflniu Sfhcoawe yoopf vosuAeb lhiu Iiboyk hik naiAnuek tboa lhe 

eainyq Uol vosuAP e9iclyvP wsl s.bnAhl iuk deyy pe.l nu lhe div .eo.ye 
otleu wecoae dheu lhev hire sfek lhenb woknef iyy lhenb ynref dnlhosl ereb 
yellnuA Ao ot knfcn.ynueq

Thebe nf foaelhnuA iyaofl KuAynfh iwosl hnaqOoaelhnuA eyeAiul iuk 
coulboyyekq

The wov wefnke hna fsb.bnfef Iiboyk aobeq
Hynreb nf faiyyqUol …sfl vosuAP wsl iyaofl keyncileq Sl Wbfl AyiuceP he 

cosyk .iff tob i wov ot enAhl ob unueP ereu lhosAh lhev puod he nf ldeyreq 
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?sl il lhe fiae lnaeP he fliukf dnlh i flbinAhlueff lhil cyeibyv bereiyf aiuv 
hosbf ou hobfewicpq

”Ie yoopf ereu faiyyeb nu beiy ynteP1 Oo.hne asbasbf fotlyvq
Iiboyk uokf iyaofl na.ebce.lnwyvq
Oewiflniu nf iybeikv ou hnf div lodibk lhea wetobe lhev hire aike nl osl 

ot lhe cibq
”2bq iuk 2bfz uoP fobbvP1 he fivf dnlh i diba yisAh if Iiboyk fle.f 

oslq ”Iiboyk iuk Oo.hneq x,a fo Ayik vos cosyk coaeq1
Inf hiukfhipe nf Wba iuk heiblvP iukP fsb.bnfnuAyvP he wbne3v .yicef hnf 

olheb hiuk ou Iiboyk,f fhosykebP iyaofl if nt lhev iybeikv puod eich olheb 
i ynllyeq

”xl aeiuf i Abeil keiy lo sf lhil vos aike lhe lbn. osl hebeq1
”Thiup vosP1 Iiboyk fivf ciyayvq ”Dos ynre nu i beaibpiwye .yiceq1
Oewiflniu fanyef .boskyv iuk ciflf i ’sncp Ayiuce oreb lhe .bo.eblvq
”Defz de,be rebv touk ot nlq1
Theu he lsbuf lodibk lhe wovq
”Suk lhnf nf Hynrebq1
Hynreb Anref lhea i fynAhlyv cislnosf uokq
”Ieyyoq1
”IeyyoP1 Oo.hne fivf pnukyvq ”Thefe ibe weislntsy fsbbosuknuAf lo lbinu 

nuq1
Hynreb fanyef wbne3vP iyaofl fhvyvq
”Deihz1
Oewiflniu naaeknileyv lipef oreb lhe courebfilnou iAinuP lhosAh uol nu 

i hibfh divq
”Hynreb dobpf rebv febnosfyv il nlP1 he fivfq ”Ie hif wolh lhe liyeul iuk 

lhe knfcn.ynueq Uol erebvoue hif wolhq1
Hynreb yoopf kodu tob i wbnet aoaeulq
”?sl coae nufnkeP1 Oewiflniu coulnusef ’sncpyvP aipnuA iu nurnlnuA 

Aeflsbe lodibk lhe hosfeq ”Vyinbe hif comee beikvP iuk x lhnup Fscv nf nu 
lhebe foaedhebe looq1

Thev toyyod Oewiflniu s. lhe wboik Abiunle fle.f nu tboul ot lhe hosfeq
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The fle.f ibe dobu nu lhe ankkye tboa aiuv veibf ot sfeP wsl flnyy cibe“
tsyyv ainulinuekq Iiboyk uolncef lhnuAf ynpe lhil dnlhosl ’snle puodnuA 
dhvq 2ivwe wecisfe .yicef dhebe .eo.ye hire ynrek tob i youA lnae iydivf 
fiv foaelhnuA iwosl lheaq

The Ashcombe Family
xufnkeP nl nf dibaq

Uol fhodnyv dibaP wsl hoaevq The fceul ot comee iuk foaelhnuA 
tbefhyv wipek flnyy hiuAf nu lhe inbP iuk lhe 3oobf cbeip fotlyv weueilh lhenb 
fhoef if Oewiflniu yeikf lhea lhbosAh lhe eulbvdivq

”Thnf hosfe hif weeu nu lhe tianyv tob i youA lnaeP1 he fivf iyaofl 
i.oyoAelnciyyvP if nt he teeyf lhe ueek lo e9.yinu lhe fsbbosuknuAfq ”2v 
Abeil“Abiuktilheb fliblek dnlh lhe hobfef osl hebeq ?icp lheu nl dif aoflyv 
lhobosAhwbekf iuk i cos.ye ot Sbiwniuf he na.oblekq1

Ie fanyef i ynllye il lhe lhosAhlq
”Suk lheu x fs..ofe lhe befl ot lhe tianyv fna.yv cisAhl lhe terebq1
Oo.hne yelf heb AiCe aore ibosuk lhe ynrnuA booa if lhev eulebq
Hu lhe diyyf hiuA tbiaek .holoAbi.hf ot hobfef iuk bnkebf tboa knmeb“

eul ebifq xu ferebiy .yicefP fnyreb cs.f iuk faiyyeb lbo.hnef fliuk nu Ayiff 
cifef ob ou kibp dookeu fheyrefq

xu oue .holoAbi.hP i vosuAeb Oewiflniu fliukf wefnke i yibAe kibp hobfe 
dnlh hnf iba ibosuk nlf uecpq xu iuolhebP i asch vosuAeb Hynreb fnlf ou 
lhe wicp ot dhil lhev wolh Aseff asfl we Onyreb Mipeq

?sl lhebe ibe obknuibv tianyv .holoAbi.hf looqOsaaeb .nclsbefq?nblh
kivfqS .nclsbe ot iyy tosb ot lhea nu tboul ot lhe hosfeq

xl aipef lhe .yice teey yeff tobaiyq
S koob lo lhe pnlcheu o.eufP iuk i doaiu nu iu i.bou coaef nu dnlh i 

diba fanyeq
”OoP vos tosuk vosb div osl hebeP1 fhe fivfq
”VyinbeP1 Oewiflniu fivfP aipnuA i faiyy Aeflsbe ot nulboksclnouq ”2v 

dnteq1
Vyinbe fhipef Iiboyk,f hiuk WbflP lheu Oo.hne,fq

E77

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



IKU;xY Y;BOK

”Me,be lbsyv Ayik vos debe dnyynuA lo coaeP1 fhe fivf fnucebeyvq ”Oewifl“
niu hif loyk sf ’snle i wnl iwosl vosb ynllye wsfnueffq1

Oo.hne fanyef i ynllyeq
”x,a uol eulnbeyv fsbe hod ynllye he naiAnuef nl nfq1
Vyinbe yisAhf fotlyvq
”MeyyP he aike nl fosuk .boanfnuAP il yeiflq1
The ilaof.hebe ynAhleuf ibosuk lhea iyaofl naaeknileyvq
”?sl coae iuk fnl koduP1 Vyinbe coulnusefq ”The comee nf AellnuA coykq1
xu lhe ankkye ot lhe ynrnuA booa fliukf i liwye fel dnlh comee cs.fP 

hoaeaike cipeP iuk faiyy .yilefq Iiboyk uolncef iyaofl isloailnciyyv 
lhil lhebe nf flnyy oue ea.lv chinbq

Vyinbe felf kodu lhe comee .ol iuk yoopf lodibk lhe koob yeiknuA nulo 
lhe hiyydivq

”Fscv01 fhe ciyyfq ”Vomeeq1
S aoaeul .iffefq
Theu i Anby coaef nu tboa lhe olheb fnke ot lhe hosfeq
Ohe koef uol yoop asch ynpe Hynrebq xu ticlP uol il iyyq
Mhebe Hynreb feeaf faiyy iuk iyaofl eyeAiulyv fynAhlP Fscv hif i aobe 

foynk iuk ciya .befeuceq Ohe nf deibnuA i yibAe dooy fdeileb iuk dobu …eiufP 
iuk heb hinb nf Ailhebek i ynllye cibeyeffyv il lhe ui.e ot heb uecpP if nt fhe 
hif weeu osl nu lhe fliwye sulny ouyv i ted anuslef iAoq

Ohe flo.f tob i aoaeul dheu fhe feef lhe Aseflfq
”Thnf nf osb kisAhleb FscvP1 Vyinbe fivfq
Fscv fanyef i ynllye cislnosfyvq
”Inq1
”InP1 Oo.hne fivf pnukyvq
Iiboyk uolncef foaelhnuA iyaofl naaeknileyv5Fscv koef uol yoop ynpe 

foaeoue lbvnuA lo na.beff iuvoueq
Suk vel fhe aiv we lhe aofl uilsbiy .ebfou nu lhe eulnbe hosfeq
The aook ibosuk lhe liwye wecoaef fsb.bnfnuAyv beyi9ek rebv ’sncpyvq

E78

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



TIK -KT TIK;S-xOT

Vomee nf .iffek ibosukP .yilef ibe fhntlek wicp iuk toblhP iuk Vyinbe 
.osbf dnlh lhe ciya iffsbiuce .eo.ye ic’snbe dheu lhev hire koue lhe 
fiae lhnuA i lhosfiuk lnaef wetobeq

Iiboyk hif iybeikv coaaeulek ou lhe cipe ldnceq
”Thnf nf beiyyv kiuAebosfP1 he fivf febnosfyv if he cslf iuolheb faiyy 

.neceq ”Dos pee. cournucnuA vosbfeyt vos,be ouyv hirnuA oue aobeq1
Vyinbe weAnuf lo yisAhq
”Oewiflniu fivf lhil looq1
”DefP wsl he .bowiwyv bnkef nl omP1 Iiboyk fivf kbvyvq
Oewiflniu fanyefq
”x knkP il yeifl ouceq1
Oo.hne fnlf dnlh lhe comee cs. weldeeu heb hiukf iuk yoopf ibosuk lhe 

ynrnuA booa ouce aobeq
”xl iclsiyyv difu,l hibk lo Wuk vosP1 fhe fivfq ”Dos,re aike nl rebv cyeib 

dnlh lhil wnA fnAu osl wv lhe boikq1
Vyinbe fanyef i ynllye hey.yeffyvq
”Defz lhebe ibe hobfef erebvdhebe hebeq1
Ohe ciflf i ’sncp Ayiuce ibosuk lhe booa il lhe .nclsbef iuk lbo.hnefq
”Thil leukf lo hi..eu isloailnciyyvq1
”xl asfl we hibk lo hnkeP1 Iiboyk fivfq
”xl dosyk iyfo we flbiuAe lo lbvP1 Oewiflniu fivfP yeiunuA wicp fynAhlyv nu 

hnf chinbq ”xl nf osb dhoye ynteq1
Thebe nf uo woiflnuA nu hnf ronceP ouyv i flileaeul ot ticlq
”Iobfef hire iydivf lipeu s. i yol ot f.ice hebeP1 he coulnusefq ”Uol 

ouyv tob aeq1
Ie uokf lodibk Hynrebq
”Hynreb hif .biclnciyyv weeu fnllnuA ou i hobfe fnuce he cosyk diypq1
Hynreb fanyef i ynllye kodu il lhe liwye dnlhosl fivnuA iuvlhnuAq
”Suk FscvP1 Oewiflniu coulnusefP lsbunuA lodibk hnf kisAhlebq ”Ohe 

f.eukf hiyt heb ynte osl nu lhe fliwyefq1
Fscv fhbsAf ynAhlyv dnlh i faiyy fanyeq
”Thil,f .bowiwyv iwosl bnAhlq1
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”xu ticlP de,k uereb we iwye lo pee. lhe dhoye lhnuA bsuunuA dnlhosl 
hebP1 Oewiflniu fivfq

Thnf lnae Fscv fivf uolhnuAP wsl Iiboyk uolncef Vyinbe feuknuA heb 
kisAhleb i ’sncp yoop icboff lhe liwyeq Uol kbiailncq 2obe ynpe i ’snel 
couWbailnouq

”Oo nl nfu,l …sfl tilheb iuk fouP lheu01 Oo.hne ifpfq
”UoP uoP1 Vyinbe fivfq ”Fscv nf …sfl if nulebeflek nu lhe hobfefq1
”Ksfl uol ’snle lhe fiae .ibl ot nlP1 Fscv fivf ciyayvq
Oewiflniu yeiuf wicp fynAhlyv nu hnf chinb dnlh hnf comee cs. nu hnf hiukP 

if nt he nf uod Wuiyyv ibbnrnuA il lhe .ibl ot lhe courebfilnou lhil aillebf 
lo hnaq

”?sl lhe beifou x dbole lo vosP1 he weAnufP ”nf ainuyv iwosl lhe bicnuAq1
Ie ciflf i Ayiuce lodibk Hynrebq
”Thil nf .bowiwyv dhebe Hynreb nf lbsyv toyyodnuA nu av toolfle.fq1
Hynreb yoopf kodu i ynllye dhnye Oewiflniu coulnusefq
”Suk x asfl ikanlP dnlh i ceblinu iaosul ot fhiaez1 Ie nf uod cyeibyv 

fanynuA dnlh .bnkeq ”zlhil lhe wov .bowiwyv hif il yeifl if asch liyeul if 
hnf tilhebq1

Vyinbe fhipef heb heik ynAhlyv dnlh i faiyy fanyeP if nt fhe hif heibk lhe 
.hbifnuA wetobeq

Silver Wake
”Suk lhil ceblinuyv koefu,l aipe lhe fnlsilnou dobfeP1 Oewiflniu coulnu“
sefP ”lhil de,re iyfo Aol i hobfe ynpe Onyreb Mipeq1

The uiae iyoue chiuAef lhe aook ibosuk lhe liwye i ynllyeq
”Ie beiyyv hif foaelhnuA f.ecniyP1 he fivfP aobe ’snelyv uodq ”Suk 

loAelhebP lhofe ldo cosyk hire i rebv wnA tslsbeq1
Oo.hne yoopf oreb il Hynrebq
”Mhil koef nl iclsiyyv lipe lo wecoae i Aook …ocpev01 fhe ifpfq ”xf nl 

aoflyv .hvfnciy0 x ciu fee Hynreb koefu,l denAh rebv aschq1
”UoP uoP1 Oewiflniu fivf il ouceP yeiunuA tobdibk iAinuq ”xl,f asch aobe 

lhiu lhilq1
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Uod he f.eipf iyaofl ynpe i aiu AnrnuA i yeffouq
”xl,f iu eynle f.oblq xl lipef aeuliy losAhueffq Gocsfq TnanuAq Suk .eb“

hi.f aofl ot iyyP knfcn.ynueq1
Ie wbne3v .yicef hnf hiuk ou Hynreb,f fhosykeb iAinuq
”Suk he hif lhilP lhe wovq Dos fhosyk fee hod asch he lbinufq1
Hynreb fanyef i ynllye leufeyvq
”Ie lipef nl rebv febnosfyvP1 Oewiflniu coulnusefq ”2ivwe aobe febnosfyv 

lhiu x knk il hnf iAeq1
”Syy bnAhlP iyy bnAhlP eifv uodP OewiflniuP1 Vyinbe cslf nu dnlh i diba 

fanyeq
Oewiflniu flo.f ank“feuleuce iuk yoopf oreb il hebq
Vyinbe lsbuf lo Iiboyk iuk Oo.hneq
”Krebv ouce nu i dhnyeP1 fhe fivf iyaofl couWkeulniyyvP ”de ko lbv lo 

beanuk osbfeyref lhil Hynreb nf …sfl i wov nu fn9lh Abikeq1
S faiyy yisAh .iffef ibosuk lhe liwyeq
Hynreb yoopf kodu nulo hnf comee cs. dnlh i fynAhlyv fhv fanyeP dhnye 

Oewiflniu wbeilhef osl lhbosAh hnf uofe iuk yeiuf wicp iAinuq
”DefP vefP1 he fivf anykyvq ”Ht cosbfeP lhil,f lbse looq1
”Iobfef aeiu i yol lo vos looP kou,l lhevP Hynreb01 Oewiflniu ifpfP 

lsbunuA lodibk hnf fouq
Krebvoue ibosuk lhe liwye isloailnciyyv yoopf il hnaq
Hynreb flbinAhleuf i ynllye nu hnf chinbq
”DefP1 he fivf ’snelyvq ”Thev koq1
Ie fhbsAf fynAhlyvq
”x ynpe nlq Kf.ecniyyv dheu nl Aoef tiflq1
”DefP1 Oewiflniu lipef oreb ’sncpyv dnlh i filnfWek uokq ”Suk vos,be rebv 

Aook il nl looq1
Hynreb yoopf kodu iAinu dhnye Oewiflniu coulnusefq
”Me …sfl hire lhnf ynllye .bowyea il lhe aoaeul lhil de ueek lo Ael .iflq1
Ie fivf nl dnlh iu iyaofl .boteffnouiy ciyaP if nt chiyyeuAef ibe fna.yv 

foaelhnuA oue uilsbiyyv keiyf dnlh iyouA lhe divq

E7R

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



IKU;xY Y;BOK

”Suk lhil,f .ebteclyv uobaiyP1 he coulnusefq ”Mheu vos dobp febnosfyv 
il foaelhnuAP knmebeul chiyyeuAef i..eib iyouA lhe divq xt vos diul lo 
beich lhe lo.P vos hire lo we iwye lo .ebtoba ou erebv .ibiaelebq1

Vyinbe lipef i faiyy fn. ot comee dnlhosl fivnuA iuvlhnuAq
”Suk bnAhl uodP1 Oewiflniu fivfP ”de hire oue ynllye lhnuA de ueek lo 

yoop ilq1
Ie yeiuf fynAhlyv lodibk Iiboyk iuk Oo.hneq
”Sf x dbole lo vosP Onyreb Mipe foaelnaef flo.f bnAhl nu lhe ankkye ot 

erebvlhnuAq1
Iiboyk uokf ’snelyvq
”Hynreb hif lboswye AellnuA hna AonuA iAinuq Hb AellnuA hna lo .ebtoba 

.bo.ebyvq1

Something Between Them
Oewiflniu fhipef hnf heik fynAhlyvq

”Suk lhe flbiuAe lhnuA nf lhil nl aoflyv hi..euf dheu de,be idivq 
TbinunuA foaedhebe eyfeP ob il lhe faiyy bicef de,re weeu loq1

Ie yoopf oreb il Hynreb iAinuq
”Iebe il hoaeP nl iyaofl iydivf dobpfq1
Hynreb flnyy fnlf ’snelyv dnlhosl nulebbs.lnuAq
”xl beiyyv nf bilheb flbiuAeP1 Oewiflniu coulnusefq ”?ecisfe HynrebP if tib 

if x ciu feeP koef erebvlhnuA bnAhlq1
Thebe nf Aeusnue .sCCyeaeul nu hnf ronceq
Huce iAinuP he feukf hnf fou i .bosk yoopq
”Ie toyyodf nuflbsclnoufq Ie lbinuf febnosfyvq Ie dobpf hibkq Oo x hire 

i hibk lnae sukebfliuknuA dhil,f iclsiyyv AonuA dbouAq1
”?sl vos ko fsAAefl vosbfeyt nu vosb aeffiAe lo sfP1 Oo.hne fivf cibetsy“

yvP ”lhil nl anAhl hire foaelhnuA lo ko dnlh lhe beyilnoufhn. weldeeu vos 
iuk Hynrebq Thil lhe ldo ot vos aiv hire wecoae i ynllye loo cyofe ibosuk 
nlq1

Oewiflniu uokf fyodyv iuk yoopf kodu il lhe liwye tob i aoaeul wetobe 
iufdebnuAq
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”DefP1 he fivf lhosAhltsyyvq ”Dos,be bnAhlq1
Ie lipef i kee. wbeilhq
”x,re lhosAhl iwosl lhil ferebiy lnaefq Dos ko fee nl foaelnaef dheu 

tilhebf lbinu lhenb odu chnykbeuq Hb dheu i cyofe tianyv aeaweb wecoaef 
wolh coich iukz deyyP iyy foblf ot olheb lhnuAf il lhe fiae lnaeq1

Ie fanyef i ynllye cboopekyvq
”OoaelhnuA ciu fyn. nu lhil vos wecoae wynuk lo vosbfeytq1
Vyinbe fnlf ’snelyv iuk ynfleuf dhnye Oewiflniu coulnusefq
”Suk x,re ceblinuyv coufnkebek lhil nl cosyk we .ibl ot lhnfq1
Ie yoopf ’sncpyv il Hynrebq
”xl,f uol wecisfe de kou,l Ael iyouAP1 he ikkf ’sncpyvq ”Lsnle lhe o.“

.ofnleq Me iclsiyyv hire i yol ot tsu loAelhebq1
Hynreb uokf i ynllye idpdibkyvq
”?sl vefP1 Oewiflniu fivf aobe ciyayvq ”xl,f ceblinuyv .offnwye lhil nl .yivf 

i boye looq1

Lucy
S wbnet fnyeuce fellyef ibosuk lhe liwyeq

Theu Iiboyk lsbuf hnf AiCe lodibk Fscvq
”?sl Fscvz vos ynpe hobfef looP kou,l vos01
Fscv yoopf s.P iyaofl fsb.bnfek wv lhe ’seflnouq
”DefP1 fhe fivf il ouceq ”x yore hobfefq1
S dibalh eulebf heb ronce lhil hif uol weeu lhebe wetobeq
”Thev iclsiyyv aeiu erebvlhnuA lo aeq1
Ohe fanyef i ynllye iuk yntlf heb fhosykebfq
”x yore lhea aobe lhiu iuvlhnuA ou eiblhq1
Oo.hne ciuuol hey. fanynuAq
”?sl1 Fscv coulnusefP ”x,a uol coa.elnlnre ynpe lhofe ldoq1
Ohe ciflf i yisAhnuA Ayiuce lodibk Oewiflniu iuk Hynrebq
”x kou,l beiyyv cibe iwosl dnuunuA iuvlhnuAq1
Vyinbe fanyef ’snelyv lo hebfeytq

E8E

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



IKU;xY Y;BOK

”x ynpe lhe erebvkiv ynte osl nu lhe fliwye weflP1 Fscv coulnusefq ”Thil,f 
beiyyv dhil aillebf lo aeq1

”OoP vos,be i beiy hobfe AnbyP1 Oo.hne fivf dnlh i fynAhlyv hsaobosf fanyeq
Fscv icce.lf lhe yiwey dnlh i faiyy fhbsA iuk i fanye nu belsbuq
”x fs..ofe vos cosyk fiv lhilq1
”Dos,yy fee foou euosAhP1 Vyinbe fivf dibayvq ”Mheu fhe fhodf vos 

ibosukq1
Iiboyk uokf ciyayvq
”Defz de puod de,be uol e9iclyv hobfe e9.eblfq1
Oewiflniu weAnuf lo fanye i ynllyeq
”Suk de,be uol f.oblf .fvchoyoAnflf enlhebP1 Iiboyk coulnusefq ”?sl 

osb dobp nf aoflyv iwosl owfebrnuA dhil hi..euf weldeeu .eo.ye iuk 
iunaiyfq1

Ie lipef i faiyy fn. ot comeeq
”Suk lhil nf foaelhnuA de,re sfsiyyv weeu iwye lo hey. dnlhq1
Vyinbe yoopf oreb il Oewiflniu dnlh i faiyy uokq

The Best Part of the Place
Sf lhe courebfilnou fyodyv ewwf idiv iuk lhe comee cs.f ibosuk lhe liwye 
ibe Abiksiyyv ea.lnekP Oewiflniu nf lhe Wbfl lo fliukq

”MeyyP1 he fivfP bswwnuA hnf hiukf ynAhlyv loAelhebP ”Hynreb iuk x dnyy Ao 
oreb iuk Ael Onyreb Mipe beikvq1

Hynreb bnfef iyaofl il lhe fiae lnae if hnf tilhebP if nt he nf sfek lo lhe 
bhvlha ot nlq

”HpivP1 Fscv fivf ciyayvq ”Theu x ciu fhod lhea lhe fliwyef nu lhe 
aeiulnaeq1

Oewiflniu uokf dnlh filnfticlnouq
”-ebteclq1
Ie wbne3v .yicef hnf hiuk ou Hynreb,f fhosykebq
”Me,yy aeel il lhe bnknuA ibeui nu i ynllye dhnyeq1
Hynreb lhbodf i ’sncp Ayiuce lodibk Fscv wetobe toyyodnuA hnf tilheb 

osl ot lhe booaq
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Vyinbe beainuf feilek tob iuolheb aoaeulP heb hiukf ibosuk heb comee 
cs.q

”MeyyP lheu x fs..ofe de,k welleb Ao fee lhe tiaosf fliwyefP1 fhe fivf 
dnlh i faiyy fanye iuk .sfhef wicp heb chinbq

Fscv Aelf s. looq
Iiboyk bnfef fyodyv iuk isloailnciyyv cibbnef hnf comee cs. lodibk lhe 

pnlcheu wetobe Vyinbe flo.f hna dnlh i Aeflsbe ot heb hiukq
”UoP uoP …sfl yeire lhilq Dos,be Aseflfq1
”x,a uol rebv Aook il beaeawebnuA lhilP1 Iiboyk asbasbfq
Vyinbe yisAhf fotlyvq
Thev iyy diyp loAelheb lhbosAh lhe hiyydiv iuk ou lodibk lhe wicp 

koobq Kreu wetobe Fscv o.euf nlP lhev ciu teey lhe cooyeb inb iuk lhe tinul 
faeyy ot hiv iuk iunaiyf kbntlnuA fyodyv nulo lhe hosfeq

Fscv .syyf lhe koob o.euq
”Ooz1 fhe fivfP AyiucnuA wbne3v wicp il lheaq ”Meycoae lo lhe wefl .ibl 

ot lhe .yiceq1
Oo.hne iuk Iiboyk ibe wolh fsb.bnfek lhe aoaeul lhev fle. nulo lhe 

fliwyeq
Thev hire .bowiwyv wolh naiAnuek foaelhnuA ’snle knmebeulq Ooae“

lhnuA kibpebq 2effnebq The cyiffnc nkei ot i fliwye dnlh flbid ou lhe 3oobP i 
kia. faeyyP oyk looyf nu lhe cobuebfP iuk cowdewf s. weueilh lhe bitlebfq

?sl hebe nl nf wbnAhlq
Syaofl fsb.bnfnuAyv wbnAhlq
The yibAe dnukodf iyouA lhe boot yel lhe itlebuoou fsu tiyy nu youA 

flbn.ef icboff lhe 3oobP iuk erebvdhebe lhebe nf iu iyaofl aelncsyosf obkebq 
The 3oobf ibe fde.lq The fliyyf ibe cyeiu iuk wbsfhekq Kreu lhe aeliy 
ibosuk lhe koobf iuk WllnuAf fhnuef if nt foaeoue hif …sfl .oynfhek nlq

The inb faeyyf ot hivP yeilhebP iuk iunaiyfP wsl nu i anykP diba divq
”HpivP1 Oo.hne asbasbfP yoopnuA ibosukq ”Thnf nf iyaoflz coCvq1
Fscv fanyef i ynllyeq
”Defq 4ik ciu,l fliuk nl dheu lhnuAf ibe aeffvq1
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”x ciu iclsiyyv sukebfliuk lhil1 Iiboyk fivfP yellnuA hnf AiCe aore 
lhbosAh lhe fliwyeq

Hslfnke eich fliyy hiuAf i faiyy kibp uiae.yile dnlh eyeAiul yellebnuAq
Fscv aoref iaouA lhea dnlh eifeP iuk ereu wetobe fhe beichef lhe Wbfl 

fliyyP ferebiy ot lhe hobfef weAnu beiclnuA lo hebq S asCCye .sfhef tobdibk 
weldeeu lhe wibfP iuk tiblheb kodu lhebe nf i yod dhnuuvq

Fscv isloailnciyyv .ilf lhe ueibefl hobfe ou lhe uecpP iyaofl dnlhosl 
lhnupnuA iwosl nlq

”Thnf nf Ioyyod VboduP1 fhe fivfq ”Ie yoopf rebv .boskP wsl he,f icls“
iyyv lhe wnAAefl codibk nu lhe eulnbe fliwyeq1

The yibAe kibp hobfe wbeilhef dibayv lhbosAh hnf uoflbnyfq
”Ie koefu,l ynpe .yiflnc wiAfq1
Oo.hne weAnuf lo fanyeq
Fscv aoref ou lo lhe ue9l fliyyq
”Suk lhnf nf ?bnib ‘iyeq Ohe Aelf uebrosf nt .eo.ye fhoslq1
”Viu hobfef beiyyv feufe lhil pnuk ot lhnuA01 Oo.hne ifpfq
Fscv yoopf iyaofl fsb.bnfek il hebq
”DefP ot cosbfeq1
Ohe koef uol fiv nl ibboAiulyvqKsfl if foaelhnuA coa.yeleyv uilsbiyq
Sl lhe ue9l fliyyP i ynAhl“coyobek hobfe ’sncpyv flncpf hnf heik osl iuk 

naaeknileyv lbnef lo Abiw lhe Cn..eb ou Oo.hne,f …icpelq
”Go9aebeP1 Fscv fivf dnlh befnAuilnouq ”Ie fleiyf erebvlhnuAq1
Oo.hne .syyf wicpP fliblyekq
”HpivP x iclsiyyv ynpe hnaq1
Fscv yisAhf ’snelyv tob lhe Wbfl lnaeq
Thev coulnuse tiblheb kodu lhe fliwyeq
”2nkunAhl ThbeikP1 Fscv fivf il lhe ue9l fliyyq ”Ohe Aelf Absa.v nt fhe 

koefu,l Ael heb took ou lnaeq1
”Oo ko xP1 Iiboyk …opefq
Fscv fanyefq
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The tiblheb lhev diypP lhe cyeibeb nl wecoaef lhil Fscv puodf erebv 
fnuAye hobfe if iu nuknrnksiyq Uol …sfl lhenb uiaefP wsl lhenb lea.ebiaeulfP 
lhenb ynllye hiwnlf iuk .ecsynibnlnefq

Horse Girl
Ohe koef uol liyp iwosl lhea if .ebtobaiucefqOhe liypf iwosl lhea if 
.ebfouiynlnefq

Suk if fhe diypf lhebe weldeeu lhe fliyyfP heb hiukf AynknuA ynAhlyv icboff 
lhe dookdobp iuk lhe diba 3iupf ot lhe iunaiyfP fhe feeaf aobe il hoae 
lhiu iuvdhebe eyfe Iiboyk hif vel feeu hebq

Oo.hne fliukf ’snelyv tob i aoaeul nu lhe ankkye ot lhe fliwyeP yoopnuA 
ibosuk il lhe hobfef aornuA ciyayv nufnke lhe fliyyf ibosuk lheaq

Theu fhe fskkeuyv yisAhf i ynllye lo hebfeytq
”Thnf beiyyv nf vosb tianyvq1
Fscv fliblf yisAhnuA looq
”DeihP1 fhe fivfq ”The tianyv nf .bowiwyv i ynllye wnAAeb lhiu .eo.ye 

naiAnue dheu lhev,be fnllnuA ibosuk lhe comee liwye nufnkeq1
Oo.hne fanyef iuk yoopf tiblheb kodu lhe bod ot fliyyfq

The Empty Stall
”Suk dhebe koef Onyreb Mipe fliv01

Fscv .onulf lodibk lhe Wbfl fliyy cyofeb lo lhe koobq
”Thebeq1
The uiae.yile hiuAf ou lhe kibp dook5
OxF‘K; MSYK
”Ie,f aoflyv Hynreb,f hobfeP1 Fscv fivfP diypnuA oreb lodibk lhe fliyyP 

dhnch nf ea.lv il lhe aoaeulq
Ohe .yicef i hiuk iAinufl lhe dookq
”?slz1 Ohe fanyef i ynllye cboopekyvq ”x,a .bowiwyv lhe oue dho puodf 

hna weflq1
Oo.hne yoopf il heb ’seflnounuAyvq
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”Hynreb koefu,l e9iclyv f.euk hnf lnae ascpnuA osl fliyyfP1 Fscv cou“
lnusefq ”Suk lhil,f coa.yeleyv Wueq Me iyy hire osb odu nulebeflf iuk 
bef.oufnwnynlnefq1

Ohe fivf nl dnlhosl wnllebueffqKsfl ailleb“ot“ticlyvq
”?sl Onyreb Mipe nf .ibl ot av tianyv osl hebe looq1

What Horses Feel
”Mheu de liyp iwosl hnaP1 fhe coulnusef aobe ’snelyvP ”he,f .bowiwyv oue 
ot lhe aofl feufnlnre hobfef de hireq1

Iiboyk ynfleuf illeulnreyvq
”Ie .ivf illeulnou lo iyy ot sfq Syy lhe lnaeP iclsiyyvq1
Ohe Ayiucef wbne3v lodibk Iiboykq
”Thil,f .bowiwyv .ibl ot hnf liyeul looq1
Oo.hne uokf fyodyvq
”?sl nl iyfo aipef hna aobe rsyuebiwyeP1 Fscv coulnusefq ”Suk aivwe 

i ynllye hibkeb tob Hynreb lo hiukyeq1
”4oef he hire i .iblncsyib lea.ebiaeul01 Iiboyk ifpfq
Fscv lhnupf tob i aoaeulq
”Deihz x Aseff vos cosyk fiv lhilq1
”Ie hif lhe f.eek iuk euebAv ot i bicnuA hobfeq ?sl he iyfo hif iuolheb 

fnke lo hnaq1
Ohe .isfef wbne3vq
”Ie beiyyv koefu,l ynpe .eo.ye dilchnuA hnaq1
Oo.hne yoopf fsb.bnfekq
”Mhil ko vos aeiu01
Fscv fhbsAf fynAhlyvq
”Ie beiclf rebv cyeibyv lo aookfq Suk ynpe av kik fivfz ef.ecniyyv dheu 

lhev,be il coa.elnlnouf ob lbinunuA foaedhebe eyfeq1
”Oo nl,f iyaofl ynpe he koefu,l coa.yeleyv teey fiteq1
Iiboyk uokf lhosAhltsyyv dnlhosl fivnuA iuvlhnuA bnAhl idivq
xu lhe knfliuceP Oewiflniu,f ronce echoef tboa osl ou lhe vibkq
”FscvM1
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Ohe lsbuf heb heik fynAhlyvq
”Me,be coanuAM1
Theu fhe ’snelyv .syyf lhe fliyy koob cyofek iAinu iuk fliblf diypnuA 

lodibk lhe fliwye e9nlq
Gob i aoaeulP Iiboyk iyaofl hif lhe teeynuA lhil fhe nf cyofnuA lhe koob 

lo heb odu dobyk wehnuk hebq
Theu lhev iyy heik osl loAelheb lodibk lhe bnknuA ibeuifq
Oo.hne iyaofl isloailnciyyv fliblf diypnuA knbeclyv lodibk lhe ibeui lhe 

aoaeul lhev fle. osl ot lhe fliwyeq
xu lhe knfliuceP lhev ciu iybeikv fee Oewiflniu fliuknuA wv lhe teuce dnlh 

Hynreb iuk Onyreb Mipeq
?sl Iiboyk fyodf hnf .ice fynAhlyvq
Fscv eukf s. diypnuA wefnke hna dnlhosl beiyyv lhnupnuA iwosl nlq
S ted fecoukf .iff wetobe Oo.hne uolncef lhil lhe olhebf ibe uol toyyod“

nuA il lhe fiae f.eekq Ohe lsbuf ibosukP .isfef wbne3vP iuk lheu ’snelyv 
tiyyf wicp nulo fle. dnlh lhea iAinuq

Thev diyp fyodyv icboff lhe Abirey weldeeu lhe fliwyef iuk lhe bnknuA 
ibeuifq Uol lhe knbecl bosleP wsl kniAouiyyv lhbosAh lhe .bo.eblvP if nt 
uoue ot lhea ibe nu i hsbbvq

The inb nf cooyeb osl hebeP iuk tboa lhe .ikkocpf coae asNek hoot“
weilf iuk lhe occifnouiy dhnuuvq

Iiboyk diypf tob i dhnye dnlh hnf hiukf nu hnf .ocpelf wetobe yoopnuA 
oreb il Fscvq

“Do You Think He Hates Me?”
”Dos iybeikv uolnce i Abeil keiyq1

Fscv Ayiucef wbne3v s. il hnaq
S faiyyP iyaofl fhv fanye i..eibf il lhe becoAunlnouq
”Dos debe iybeikv loschnuA ou nl eibynebP1 Iiboyk coulnusef ciyayvq ”?sl 

dhil ko vos iclsiyyv lhnup nf hi..eunuA weldeeu Onyreb Mipe iuk Hynreb01
Fscv koef uol iufdeb naaeknileyvq
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Ohe flo.f coa.yeleyv tob i aoaeulP ynAhlyv pncpf i faiyy floue ou lhe 
Abirey .ilhP iuk lsAf i ynllye il lhe fyeere ot heb orebfnCek fdeilebq

xl nf owrnosf fhe nf lhnupnuA cibetsyyvq
Uol wecisfe fhe koefu,l puod iuvlhnuAq?sl wecisfe fhe koef uol diul 

lo we knfyoviyq
GnuiyyvP fhe fivf ’snelyv5
”Thebe,f foaelhnuA weldeeu lheaq1
Ohe ’sncpyv yoopf s. iAinuq
”xl,f uol wecisfe Hynreb nf konuA iuvlhnuA dbouAP1 fhe ikkf naaeknileyvq 

”Ie beiyyv koef hire liyeulq Ie koefq1
Ohe fivf nl coa.yeleyv fnucebeyvq
”Ie cosyk iwfoysleyv Ao tibq1
S wbnet fnyeuce fellyef iAinu if lhev weAnu diypnuA tobdibkq
”?slz1 Fscv fivf fyodyvq ”Mheu Hynreb Aelf uebrosfP Onyreb Mipe Aelf 

uebrosf looq1
Oo.hne ’sncpyv yoopf oreb il hebq
”xl,f ynpe nl f.beikfP1 Fscv coulnusefq ”Fnpe lhe hobfe teeyf erebvlhnuAq1
Ohe lhnupf tob i aoaeulq
”4ik nf iydivf tocsfek ou lhe lbinunuAq The lechun’seq Iod lo bnke 

.bo.ebyv iuk iyy lhilq1
Ohe fhbsAf fynAhlyvq
”?sl x kou,l lhnup he feef lhe olheb .iblq1
Iiboyk ynfleuf dnlhosl nulebbs.lnuAq
”x kou,l lhnup he teeyf nlP1 Fscv fivf ’snelyvq ”2ivwe lhe ldo ot lhea ibe 

loo asch iynpeq1
Onyeuce fellyef weldeeu lhea iAinuq
Theu Iiboyk yoopf ciyayv il hebq
”?sl vos ciu iybeikv fee nlq1
Fscv uokf fynAhlyvq
”DeihP1 fhe fivf lhosAhltsyyvq ”x lhnup x,re iydivf weeu iwye loq1
Ohe fanyef i ynllye suceblinuyvq
”x …sfl uereb lhosAhl nl aillebek lhil aschq1
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Thev diyp i ted aobe fle.fq
”4o vos lhnup vos cosyk leich hna lhil01 Iiboyk ifpfq
Fscv yoopf fsb.bnfek iuk iyaofl fliblf yisAhnuAq
”x,re uereb lhosAhl iwosl nl ynpe lhilq1
Theu fhe wecoaef aobe febnosf iAinuq
”?sl Hynreb iclsiyyv ciae osl lo lhe fliwye oue ereunuAP1 fhe fivfq ”Suk 

he uereb koef lhilq1
Iiboyk yoopf il heb illeulnreyvq
”Ie …sfl flook lhebe ’snelyv dhnye x dif wbsfhnuA Onyreb Mipeq1
Ohe lipef i fynAhlyv kee.eb wbeilhq
”Suk lheu fskkeuyv he ifpek aez1
Ohe hefnlilef tob i aoaeulq
J4o vos lhnup he hilef ae0,1
Oo.hne naaeknileyv yoopf oreb il hebq
”Suk lhil beiyyv imeclek aeP1 Fscv coulnusef ’snelyvq ”?ecisfe he 

fosukek Aeusnueyv fikq1
Ohe yoopf kodu il lhe Abirey nu tboul ot hebq
”Oo ot cosbfe x loyk hna uoq ?sl x iyfo loyk hna lhil aivwe Onyreb Mipe 

koefu,l beiyyv puod hna velq1
Iiboyk uokf fyodyvq
”x loyk hna lhil aivwe he ueekek lo ko foaelhnuA fo lhe hobfe cosyk 

beiyyv Ael lo puod hnaq1
Oo.hne diypf fnyeulyv wefnke lhea tob i aoaeul wetobe ifpnuA5
”?sl ko vos beiyyv lhnup he dosyk ynfleu lo vos0 x aeiu Hynrebq1
Fscv lnylf heb heik fynAhlyv tboa fnke lo fnkeq
”Deihz1 fhe fivf fyodyvq ”x iclsiyyv lhnup he dosykq1
Ohe fanyef tinulyvq
”Ie sfsiyyv ynfleuf dheu x fiv foaelhnuAq1
Theu lhe fanye tikef i ynllye iAinuq
”Ie …sfl koefu,l iydivf ko nl dheu av kik nf lhebeq1
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Home Turf
Oewiflniu lsbuf lodibk lhea if foou if lhev beich lhe bnknuA ibeuiq

”QookP1 he fivf dnlh iu e9.ecliul fanyeq ”4nk vos Ael lo fee lhe hobfef01
”DefP1 Oo.hne iufdebf naaeknileyvq ”xl dif nucbeknwyeq1
Ohe ciflf i ’sncp Ayiuce lodibk Fscvq
”Suk vosb kisAhleb puodf lhea suweyneriwyv deyyq1
Oewiflniu fanyef dibayvq
”DefP1 he fivf dnlhosl hefnlilnouq ”Me,k uereb aiuiAe dnlhosl hebq1
?sl iyaofl nu lhe fiae aoaeulP hnf illeulnou fhntlf iAinuq
”?sl uod yoop il lhnfP1 he fivfP lsbunuA lodibk lhe ibeuiq
Uod lhe .bnke wecoaef suanflipiwye nu hnf ronceq
Hynreb nf iybeikv fnllnuA ou Onyreb Mipe osl nu lhe ankkye ot lhe ibeuiP 

iuk Iiboyk naaeknileyv Aelf lhe fiae na.beffnou if wetobe5 lhe wov yoopf 
rebv faiyy ou lo. ot lhe yibAe kibp hobfeq

Gob i wbnet aoaeulP he iyaofl hif i 3ifhwicp lo hnf odu chnykhook iuk 
lhe teeynuA ot fnllnuA tib loo hnAh s. ou lhe oyk hobfe osl nu lhe Weykq

Oewiflniu yntlf i hiuk ynAhlyv lodibk Hynrebq
”Syy bnAhlq1
Hynreb uokf iyaofl na.ebce.lnwyvq
Ie .beffef hnf heey rebv ynAhlyv iAinufl Onyreb Mipe,f 3iupP iuk lhe hobfe 

ciyayv fliblf aornuAq
Thev weAnu bnknuA i dnke cnbcye ibosuk lhe ibeuiq
Oo.hne toyyodf lhea dnlh heb evefq
”Thil beiyyv yoopf tiuliflncq1
Ohe fivf nl iyaofl f.ouliueosfyvq
”xl,f nucbeknwye hod .ebteclyv lhev toyyod eich olheb,f bhvlhaq1
Oewiflniu ynAhlf s.q
”DefP1 he fivf .boskyvq ”Ie hif nl nu hnaq1
Ie iyaofl fanyef ereu dnkeb uodq
”Ie,f i lbse Sfhcoaweq1
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Onyreb Mipe aoref eyeAiulyv icboff lhe ibeuiP iuk Hynreb fnlf fsb.bnfnuAyv 
ciyayv nu lhe fikkye kef.nle hnf fnCeq

”xl coaef uilsbiyyv lo hnaP1 Oewiflniu coulnusefq ”Dos ciu,l leich lhil 
lo erebvoueq1

Hynreb Asnkef lhe hobfe wicp lodibk lhea iAinuP iuk Onyreb Mipe flo.f 
.becnfeyv il hnf fnAuiyq

Oewiflniu uokf dnlh filnfticlnouq
”Tbv i ynllye tiflebq1
Hynreb felf lhe hobfe aornuA iAinuq
Gnbfl il i diypqTheu i ynllye tiflebq

An Unexpected Suggestion
Oewiflniu binfef hnf ronceq

”Suk Aiyyo.M1
Hynreb loschef lhe hobfe ereb fo ynAhlyv dnlh lhe dhn.qUol hibkqSyaofl 

…sfl if i fnAuiyq
Onyreb Mipe naaeknileyv wbeipf nulo i Aiyyo.q
Uod nl yoopf ereu aobe na.beffnreq
The hobfe aoref .odebtsyyv iuk 3snkyv icboff lhe ibeui dhnye Hynreb 

toyyodf lhe bhvlha dnlh i couceulbilnou lhil iyaofl aipef lhea yoop ynpe 
oue fnuAye aoreaeulq

”DefP1 Oewiflniu fivf ’snelyvP fosuknuA iyaofl tbsflbilek uodq ”x fna.yv 
kou,l sukebfliuk nlq1

Ie fhipef hnf heik fynAhlyvq
”Thebe ibe uereb iuv .bowyeaf hebeq1
Hynreb coulnusef bnknuA i ted aobe yi.f tiblheb osl ou lhe ibeui dhnye 

lhe iksylf fliuk wv lhe teuceq
Iiboyk pee.f hnf evef ou lhe hobfeq
”?sl Oewiflniuz1 he fivf ciyayvq ”Iebe he,f ou hoae lsbt looq1
Oewiflniu tiyyf fnyeul tob i aoaeulq
”DefP1 he fivf fyodyvq ”Thil,f lbseP ot cosbfeq1
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”xl,f owrnosfP1 Iiboyk coulnusefP ”lhil lhebe,f uolhnuA dbouA dnlh lhe 
hobfeq1

Ie Ayiucef wbne3v lodibk Hynrebq
”Suk Hynreb nfu,l konuA iuvlhnuA dbouA enlhebq1
Oewiflniu uokf fyodyvq
”Thev,be iyaofl couueclekq1
Ie fivf nl iyaofl .boskyvq
”?sl lhebe asfl we foaelhnuA weldeeu lheaP1 Iiboyk fivf ’snelyvq
S wbnet fnyeuce toyyodfq
Theu Oo.hne fivf cibetsyyv5
”Hb aivwe weldeeu lhe lhbee ot vosq1
Oewiflniu lsbuf hnf heik lodibk heb dnlh i fynAhlyv fsb.bnfek yoopq
”Mhil ko vos aeiu01
Oo.hne hefnlilef tob i aoaeulq
”Vosyk Fscv aivwe hey. hna01
The ’seflnou fosukf fo fna.ye iuk su.beleulnosf lhil il Wbfl Oewiflniu 

yoopf if lhosAh he nf uol eulnbeyv fsbe dhelheb lo lipe nl febnosfyvq
Ie yoopf oreb il Fscvq
”Fscv01
Fscv naaeknileyv fhbsAf fynAhlyvq
”4ikP x puodP1 fhe fivf ’sncpyvq ”x kou,l puod iuvlhnuA iwosl hobfe 

bicnuAq1
”UoP e9iclyvP1 Oewiflniu be.ynef iyaofl isloailnciyyvq
Iiboyk fliukf lhebe dnlh hnf hiukf nu hnf .ocpelfP yoopnuA osl icboff lhe 

ibeui dhebe Hynreb nf flnyy bnknuA ciya cnbcyef ou Onyreb Mipeq
Theu he lsbuf wicp lodibk Oewiflniuq
”Dos iclsiyyv aeulnouek vosbfeyt eibynebP1 he fivf ciyayvP ”lhil nl ciu we 

kngcsyl tob vosuA ilhyelef lo we lbinuek wv lhenb odu tilhebfq1
Oewiflniu uokf fyodyvq
”Defz lhebe,f keWunleyv foaelhnuA lo lhilq1
Ie Ayiucef wbne3v osl lodibk Hynrebq
”?sl x flnyy lhnup x hire i yol lo leich hnaq1
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Thebe nf uo ibboAiuce nu hnf ronceq2obe i uilsbiy cournclnouq
”Suk Hynreb flnyy hif i yol lo yeibu looP1 he coulnusefq ”Sl foae .onul 

he,yy .bowiwyv ueek olheb nu3seucef iuk olheb lbinuebfq ?sl s. sulny uodP 
x houeflyv lhnup nl,f weeu AonuA beiyyv deyyq1

Iiboyk uokfq
”DefP1 he fivf lhosAhltsyyvq ”Hu lhe lechunciy fnkeP nl ceblinuyv feeaf lo 

we AonuA deyyq1
Ie .isfef wbne3vq
”?sl nt lhe .bowyea nf beiyyv iwosl lhe beyilnoufhn. weldeeu Hynreb iuk 

lhe hobfez1
Oewiflniu yoopf il hna illeulnreyv uodq
”z lheu nl anAhl we lhil he dosyk weueWl tboa i knmebeul pnuk ot hey.q1
Oewiflniu beainuf fliuknuA flnyyP lipnuA nu lhe dobkf dnlhosl be…eclnuA 

lheaq
S fhobl fnyeuce fellyef weldeeu lhea dhnye Onyreb Mipe coulnusef ibosuk 

lhe ibeui nu lhe wicpAbosukq
Theu Iiboyk fivf ’snelyv5
“Let Lucy train him.”
The feuleuce iyaofl hiuAf nu lhe inb tob i aoaeulq
Oewiflniu Wbfl yoopf il IiboykqTheu oreb il Fscvq
Fscv hebfeyt yoopf …sfl if fsb.bnfekq
Oo.hne ciu iyaofl teey i faiyy yisAh .beffnuA tobdibk il lhe fnlsilnouP 

wsl fhe hoykf nl wicpq
”Hpivz1 Oewiflniu fivf fyodyvq ”Fel ae heib lhnfq1
Iiboyk uokf ciyayvq
”xl,f uol beiyyv iwosl lechun’seP1 he fivfq ”Uol Wbfl iuk tobeaoflq1
Ie Aeflsbef ynAhlyv osl lodibk Onyreb Mipeq
”xl,f iwosl lhe beyilnoufhn. weldeeu Hynreb iuk lhe hobfeq1
Oewiflniu nf ynfleunuA dnlh coa.yele couceulbilnou uodq
”Suk tobAnre aeP1 Iiboyk coulnusef dnlh i faiyy cboopek fanyeP ”wsl 

vos iybeikv hire i f.ecniynfl diypnuA ibosuk osl hebeq1
Ie uokf lodibk Fscvq
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Oewiflniu yoopf il hnf kisAhleb iAinuP lhnf lnae knmebeulyv lhiu wetobeq
2obe lhosAhltsyyvq
”Ohe puodf lhe hobfefP1 Iiboyk coulnusefq ”Ohe iybeikv sukebfliukf 

lhil Onyreb Mipe nf e9lbi feufnlnreq Ohe uolncef dhil,f hi..eunuA ibosuk 
hnaq1

Fscv fliukf coa.yeleyv flnyy dnlhosl fivnuA iuvlhnuAq
”Suk nl iyfo feeafP1 Iiboyk Aoef ouP ”lhil Hynreb iclsiyyv ynfleuf lo hebq1
Hynreb hif uod fyodek Onyreb Mipe wicp kodu lo i diyp tiblheb osl ou 

lhe ibeui iuk nf bnknuA ciyayv iyouA lhe teuceq
”The ldo fnwynuAf owrnosfyv hire i Aook beyilnoufhn.P1 Iiboyk fivfq ”Oo 

aivwe Fscv cosyk leich hna foaelhnuA iwosl lhe iclsiy couueclnou lo 
lhe hobfeq Swosl lbsflq Swosl teeynuA fiteq1

Oewiflniu fyodyv weAnuf lo uokq
”Suk itlebdibkP1 Iiboyk coulnusefP ”vos ciu iydivf coae wicp nu dnlh 

lhe aobe lechunciy fnkeq1
Ie yoopf ’seflnounuAyv il Oewiflniuq
”4oef lhil aipe feufe01
Oewiflniu koef uol iufdeb naaeknileyvq
Ie beainuf fliuknuA lhebe ’snelyvP hnf AiCe yntlek fynAhlyv nulo lhe inbP if 

lhosAh foaelhnuA nf fyodyv tiyynuA nulo .yice nufnke hnaq
Theu he yoopf osl lodibk lhe ibeuiq
Hynreb nf flnyy bnknuA Onyreb Mipe nu ciya cnbcyefP tocsfek iuk s.bnAhl nu 

lhe fikkyeq
Stleb lhilP Oewiflniu,f AiCe kbntlf lodibk Fscvq
Suk lheu wicp lo Iiboykq
Oskkeuyv he e9hiyef lhbosAh hnf uofe nu ueib iflounfhaeul iuk weAnuf 

lo fanyeq
”2v Qokz1 he fivf ’snelyvq ”Ht cosbfeq1
Ie fhipef hnf heik fynAhlyv il hnafeytq
”x knku,l fee nl il iyyq1
Uod lhe nkei nf cyeibyv weAnuunuA lo Abod nufnke hnaq
”?sl lhil foyslnou nf iclsiyyv coa.yeleyv owrnosfq1
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Ie lsbuf lodibk Fscvq
”Mhil ko vos lhnup01
Fscv fhbsAf fynAhlyvP lhosAh fhe feeaf fsb.bnfnuAyv ciyaq
”x ciu lbvq1
Iiboyk toyyodf heb AiCeq
xl isloailnciyyv kbntlf osl lodibk Hynreb iuk Onyreb Mipe iAinuP iyaofl 

if nt heb iufdeb nf iybeikv aobe iwosl lhea lhiu iwosl hebfeytq
Oewiflniu nf flnyy fliuknuA lhebe fanynuA aobe iuk aobe lo hnafeytq
Theu he yisAhf fotlyvq
”Meyy ot cosbfeP1 he fivf iAinuq ”Thil div nl flivf nu lhe tianyv looq1

The Ashcombe Dynasty
The ‘oyro fyodyv boyyf idiv tboa lhe cosblvibkq

xl hif Abodu yileb nu lhe kiv uodP iuk lhe ynAhl hif chiuAekq S diba 
Aoykeu Ayod flbelchef icboff lhe Weykf iuk bnknuA ibeuifP dhebe lhe Wue 
ksfl flnyy hiuAf ynAhlyv nu lhe inb itleb lbinunuAq

‘oyleb cosAhf fotlyv if Iiboyk fhntlf Aeibfq
Thnf lnae he lipef nl iyaofl e9lbi fyodyvP if nt lhe .ice isloailnciyyv 

ik…sflf nlfeyt lo lhe aook ot lhe .yiceq
Oo.hne lsbuf fynAhlyv nu heb feil iuk yoopf wicp lodibk lhe ibeui lhbosAh 

lhe beib dnukodq
Hynreb nf flnyy bnknuA Onyreb Mipe nu ciya cnbcyefq
?sl uod nl nf Fscv fliuknuA wv lhe teuceq
Oewiflniu nf iybeikv diypnuA wicp lodibk lhe hosfe iyoueq
Oo.hne uolncef nl naaeknileyvP iuk i faiyy fanye i..eibf ou heb ticeq
Sf lhev yeire lhe Abirey boik iuk lsbu wicp oulo lhe cosulbv boikP fhe 

yeiuf wicp nu heb feil iuk fivfP hiyt leifnuAP hiyt na.beffek5
”Oo vos knk nl iAinuP Iiboykq1
Ie fliblf yisAhnuA i ynllye iuk fhipef hnf heikq
”Hh uoq1
”DefP1 Oo.hne fivfq ”Mhebe ko vos ereu Ael lhnf flsm tboa01
Iiboyk fhbsAf fynAhlyvq
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”Meyyz x houeflyv kou,l beiyyv puodq1
Ie fanyef i ynllye idpdibkyvq
”?sl nl deul .bellv deyyq1
”DefP1 Oo.hne fivfP yoopnuA osl lhbosAh lhe dnukfhneykq ”Kreu lhosAh 

vos fink vos debe coa.yeleyv osl ot vosb eyeaeul dheu nl ciae lo hobfe 
bicnuAq1

”x difq1
”DefP1 fhe fivfP lsbunuA fynAhlyv lodibk hna iAinuq ”?sl dheu nl coaef 

lo dhil hi..euf weldeeu .eo.yez vos beiyyv ibe ou hoae lsbtq1
Iiboyk fanyef ’snelyv iuk icce.lf lhe coa.ynaeul dnlhosl aipnuA 

asch ot nlq
Thev kbnre ou tob i dhnye nu fnyeuceq
The yiukfci.e fyodyv kbntlf wv oslfnkeq xu foae Weykf tiblheb iheikP 

olheb hobfef diyp wehnuk yod teucefP wsl itleb lhe hosbf f.eul dnlh lhe 
SfhcoawefP lhev iyaofl feea obknuibv uodq

Oo.hne fnlf tob i youA lnae flibnuA iheik lhbosAh lhe dnukfhneyk wetobe 
Wuiyyv wbeipnuA lhe fnyeuce iAinuq

”4o vos lhnup lhev,yy aipe nl01
Iiboyk lhnupf tob i aoaeul wetobe iufdebnuAq
”DefP1 he fivf fyodyvq ”x iclsiyyv lhnup lhev dnyyq1
Ie pee.f hnf evef ou lhe boikq
”Suk uol wecisfe osb foyslnou nf ef.ecniyyv wbnyyniulq1
Oo.hne fanyef fynAhlyvq
”?sl wecisfe nl,f owrnosfP1 Iiboyk coulnusefq ”xl,f eifv tob lhea lo 

icce.lq1
Ie fhntlf Aeibf ciyayvq
”Oewiflniu koefu,l teey lhbeileuek wv nlq xt iuvlhnuAP nl beiyyv Abodf uil“

sbiyyv osl ot foaelhnuA he dif iybeikv lhnupnuA hnafeytq1
Ie fanyef tinulyv lo hnafeytq
”Suk nl aillebf lhil Fscv nf iclsiyyv dnyynuA lo lipe ou foae bef.oufn“

wnynlvq1
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Oo.hne fnlf ’snelyv tob i aoaeulP yoopnuA osl icboff lhe Weykf dhnye 
‘oyleb coulnusef hnf ciya bsawynuA kodu lhe cosulbv boikq

Theu fhe uokf fyodyv lo hebfeytq
”Oo lhe Sfhcoawe kvuiflv fsbrnref itleb iyyq1
Iiboyk fanyef fynAhlyvq
”DefP1 he fivf ciyayvq ”Mnlh leiadobpP vos ciu Ael i youA divq1
Ie lhbodf heb i wbnet Ayiuceq
”Thil i..ynef lo sf looP iclsiyyvq1
Oo.hne yoopf il hna ’seflnounuAyvq
”Dos iuk aez1
Ie .ilf lhe kifhwoibk ynAhlyv dnlh lhe 3il ot hnf hiukq
”ziuk ‘oylebq1
Syaofl il lhe fiae aoaeulP lhe ‘oyro Anref iuolheb faiyy cosAhq
Oo.hne wsbflf osl yisAhnuAq
”DefP1 fhe fivfq ”Ie beiyyv diulf lo we .ibl ot lhe coa.iuvq1
”Ie nfP1 Iiboyk fivf febnosfyvq ”Ie,f …sfl uol rebv Aook dnlh csfloaeb 

beyilnoufq1
Thev wolh yisAh if lhe ‘oyro coulnusef lhbosAh lhe Aoykeu eibyv 

ereunuA ynAhl iuk fyodyv knfi..eibf tiblheb kodu lhe cosulbv boik ou lhe 
div wicp lodibk loduq
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A Final Note

If you came this far, thank you!
Thank you for spending time with Harold, Sophie, and all the people 

and animals who passed quietly through these pages. I hope some of 
the stories made you smile a little, rezect a little, or perhaps recognive 
something familiar in the strange and often complicated ways people and 
animals liPe together.

The world of The bet Therapist was nePer meant to Fe only aFout pets. 
xrom the Pery Feginning, the idea Fehind the series has Feen to e—plore 
the small emotional mysteries hidden inside ordinary ePeryday life - the 
tensions people carry, the loneliness they hide, the haFits they repeat, and 
the ways animals sometimes Fecome part of all of it.

Somewhere Fetween covy storytelling, quiet humor, psychological oFN
serPation, and small philosophical twists, these stories slowly found their 
own tone. jot quite traditional mysteries. jot quite literary 1ction. berN
haps simply stories aFout people trying to understand themselPes a little 
Fetter through the liPes they share with animals.

That Falance is something I continue e—ploring throughout the larger 
bet Therapist uniPerse and in many of my other Fooks as well.

So if you en7oyed the atmosphere, the characters, and the mi—ture of 
warmth, undercurrents, and ePeryday humanity in these stories, you are 
Pery welcome to continue further into the series. There are more cases, 
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more conPersations, more strange situations, and more quiet mysteries 
waiting.

I haPe also written other Fooks that e—plore many of the same themes in 
diMerent ways - friendship, identity, loneliness, personal change, humor, 
meaning, and the hidden emotional structures Feneath ordinary life.

Bnd if you en7oy classic mysteries with a quieter and more atmospheric 
tone, you may also want to e—plore my Sherlock Holmes noPels, written 
under the pseudonym Blistair :roft. In those stories, I try to comFine the 
spirit of traditional Holmes adPentures with a slightly more rezectiPe and 
psychological atmosphere.

8ost of my Fooks are aPailaFle as e0ooks, paperFacks, and audioFooks 
through the places where Fooks are normally sold.

Bnd once again6
Thank you for reading.

- Henrik Aruse

978

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY


