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About the Author 

Manoj Palwe is one of the most trusted and experienced names in Canadian 
immigration consultancy. With over 25 years of experience since founding Taurus 
Infotek in 2001, he has helped more than 10,000 families successfully navigate 
Canadian, Australian, and German immigration — and increasingly, the journey back 
home to Canada for permanent residents stranded abroad. 

Operating from offices in Toronto, Canada and Pune, India, Manoj brings a unique dual 
perspective that is invaluable for PRs considering their return. Having personally 
managed the cross-border complexities for thousands of families, he understands both 
sides of the equation intimately. 

This book is part of Manoj's Dreamvisas Immigration Guides Series — 60+ published 
guides covering Canadian, Australian, German, UK, and New Zealand immigration 
pathways. 

 

Professional Credentials 
 

Credential Details 

RCIC License: R422575 Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant — Licensed by 
CICC 

CAPIC Fellow: R11592 Canadian Association of Professional Immigration Consultants 

Australian MIA Qualified Passed Migration Institute of Australia Examination 

YouTube Educator 20,000+ subscribers | 600+ immigration education videos 
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Copyright & Disclaimer 

 

Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026-2027 

Copyright © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. All rights reserved. 

 

DISCLAIMER: 

This book is educational only. It does not constitute immigration advice, does not create 
a consultant-client relationship, and does not guarantee any immigration outcome. 
Immigration laws change frequently; verify with official sources. Purchasing this book 
does not establish a professional relationship between author and reader. For advice on 
your situation, consult an RCIC licensed by the CICC or a qualified immigration lawyer. 

 

The citizenship test content in this guide is based on Discover Canada: The Rights and 
Responsibilities of Citizenship, published by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada (IRCC). The official study guide is available free at canada.ca. This publication 
is an independent study aid and is not affiliated with, endorsed by, or produced by the 
Government of Canada or IRCC. 

 

Test format, question styles, pass marks, and procedures described reflect information 
available as of early 2026. Always verify current requirements at canada.ca/citizenship 
before your test date. 
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How to Use This Book in 60 Seconds 

 

Five bullets. Sixty seconds. You will know exactly what to do. 

 

• READ FIRST (2–3 hours total): Chapters 1–7 are your knowledge base — 
history, rights, government, geography, Indigenous peoples. Read each chapter 
once, not twice. Skim headings; slow down for tables and fact boxes. 

• PRACTICE SECOND: Chapters 8–12 and Bonus B contain 400+ practice 
questions and three mock tests. Do not read these — work through them 
actively. Answer first, check second. Flag every wrong answer. 

• REVIEW THIRD: Chapter 9 (100 Must-Know Facts) and Bonus C (Memory 
Hacks) are your revision tools. Read them the day before your test — not the 
week before. 

• HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE? Most prepared candidates need 8–15 hours total 
study time spread over 7–30 days. The 7-Day Crash Course (Bonus F) covers 
emergency prep. Chapter 20 covers the full 4-week plan. Pick the one that fits 
your schedule. 

• COMPLEX SITUATIONS: If you have a criminal record, long absences, CBSA 
history, name changes, or previous application refusals, this guide covers the 
basics — but for your specific situation, get professional advice before filing. A 
Personal Evaluation Report (PER) from a Regulated Canadian Immigration 
Consultant (RCIC) can identify risks before IRCC does. 

 

Your Situation Where to Start Priority Bonus Chapters 

Test in 7 days Bonus F (7-Day Crash 
Course) → Bonus B (Top 50 
Q) → Mock Test 1 

Bonus D (Top 20 Mistakes), 
Ch. 9 

Test in 2–4 weeks Ch. 1 → Ch. 2 → Ch. 4 → 
Ch. 3 → Chs. 5–7 → Ch. 8 
→ Mock Tests 

Ch. 20 (4-week plan), Bonus 
C 

Test in 1–3 months Read all chapters in order, 
all mock tests, all appendix 
drills 

All bonus chapters in 
sequence 

Failed before & retaking Bonus D (Top 20 Mistakes) 
→ Bonus G (Exam Strategy) 
→ Mock Tests 1–3 

Chapter 1 (what went wrong 
section) 
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Your Situation Where to Start Priority Bonus Chapters 

Senior (55+) — exempt from 
test 

Chapter 14 (exemptions) → 
Chapter 13 (ceremony) → 
Chapter 15 (next steps) 

Appendix II (application 
checklist) 
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Introduction: Your Path from PR to Canadian Citizen 

 

Priya had been a Permanent Resident for four years. She had a job, a home, and her 
kids were in school. She knew Canada was home — she just hadn't made it official yet. 
When she finally booked her citizenship test, she downloaded the official Discover 
Canada booklet, stared at its 68 pages, and felt a familiar dread: Where do I even start? 
What actually comes up? Am I going to fail? 

 

She didn't fail. She passed on her first attempt. But she told me afterward: 'I wish 
someone had just told me what matters most, given me real practice questions, and 
been honest about what the test is actually like.' 

 

That's exactly what this guide does. 

 

Who This Guide Is For 

This guide was written for five specific people: 

• The Express Entry or PNP applicant who just got their PR and is already thinking 
about citizenship in three years 

• The new PR who landed recently and wants to understand the path ahead 

• The person who has been a PR for years and is finally ready to take the test 

• The immigrant parent preparing alongside their child who is applying for 
citizenship at the same time 

• Anyone who tried the test before and wants to pass this time with a real study 
plan 

 

What This Guide Covers 

The Canadian citizenship test draws from Discover Canada — the official IRCC study 
booklet. But Discover Canada is dense, unorganized, and not written for test-taking. 
This guide restructures everything into clear chapters, highlights exactly what gets 
tested, and provides over 250 practice questions in the same style as real test 
questions. 

 

You will find chapter summaries, quick-reference fact boxes, must-know dates and 
names, geography essentials, government structure explained simply, and three full 
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mock tests. Whether you have three weeks or three months before your test, this guide 
gives you a clear plan. 

 

About This Edition 

This is the 2026 edition. It reflects the current citizenship test format — a 20-question 
test with a pass mark of 75% (15/20 correct), administered by Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). The test is taken online or in-person at a IRCC office, 
depending on your situation. Requirements and procedures can change; always verify 
at canada.ca/citizenship before your test date. 

 

A Note on My Credentials 

I am Manoj Palwe, a Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant (RCIC R422575), 
CAPIC Fellow (R11592), and MIA Examination Qualified. Over 25 years, I have helped 
more than 10,000 families navigate Canadian immigration. I run a YouTube channel 
with 20,000+ subscribers, 60+ published immigration guides, and have 600+ LinkedIn 
recommendations from clients I have personally assisted. 

 

I am not writing this as an outsider summarizing a government booklet. I am writing this 
as someone who has guided thousands of people through the full journey — from first 
visa application to citizenship oath. I know what trips people up, what they overlook, and 
what makes the difference between passing and failing. 

 

If your situation involves a criminal record, extended absences, CBSA examination 
history, or any previous immigration refusal, I strongly recommend consulting an RCIC 
or immigration lawyer before filing your citizenship application. Complex cases benefit 
from professional review before IRCC reviews them. 

 

Let's get you that blue passport. 
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Chapter 1: How the Citizenship Test Works — What 
No One Tells You 

 

⚠ IMPORTANT — ALWAYS VERIFY BEFORE APPLYING: Physical presence 
calculations, test format (online vs in-person), pass marks, fee amounts, and exemption 
rules are subject to regulatory and policy change. Before applying for citizenship, always: 
(1) verify your exact day count using the official IRCC Physical Presence Calculator at 
canada.ca; (2) confirm current requirements in the CIT 0002 Application Guide; (3) check 
canada.ca/citizenship for the current processing times and any recent policy updates. 
What is accurate in this 2026 edition may change — verify with official sources before you 
file. 

 

Rohan had been a permanent resident for three years and four months when he got his 
invitation to apply for citizenship. He was excited — until he realized he wasn't sure 
what he was actually walking into. He had heard the test was 'easy,' but he'd also heard 
stories of people failing. He needed facts, not reassurance. 

 

Here are the facts — the ones IRCC doesn't put in big bold letters. 

 

The Current Test Format 

Feature Details 

Number of questions 20 questions (multiple choice + true/false) 

Pass mark 15 out of 20 correct (75%) 

Time allowed 30 minutes 

Format Online (most applicants) or written in-person 

Language English or French 

Official study material Discover Canada (free at canada.ca) 

Who takes it Adults aged 18–54 (others are exempt from 
the test but not the requirements) 

 

Who Is Exempt from the Test? 

Not everyone takes the written test. Here is the breakdown: 
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• Under 18: No test required (citizenship is automatic if at least one parent 
qualifies) 

• 55 and older: Exempt from the written test and language requirement 

• 18–54: Must take the test AND meet language requirements (English or French) 

 

IMPORTANT: Being exempt from the test does not mean you are exempt from the 
physical presence requirement. Everyone must meet the 1,095 days (3 years out of 5) 
rule. 

 

The Eligibility Requirements — The Big 5 

Permanent Resident status: You must be a PR and physically present in Canada 

Physical presence: 1,095 days in the 5 years before applying (each day outside 
Canada counts as 0; each day as a temporary resident counts as half a day, up to a 
maximum of 365 days) 

Age: 18+ to apply on your own; under 18 can be included in a parent's application 

Language: Adequate knowledge of English or French (for ages 18–54) 

Knowledge of Canada: Pass the citizenship knowledge test (for ages 18–54) 

 

The 'Big 6' Eligibility Requirements — Don't Overlook #6 

Most guides list five requirements for citizenship. There is a sixth that disqualifies 
applicants even if the other five are met: 

# Requirement Notes 

1 Permanent Resident status Must currently hold PR 
status in Canada 

2 Physical presence 1,095 days in the 5 years 
immediately before applying 

3 Age 18+ to apply on your own; 
children included in parent's 
application 

4 Language Adequate English or French 
knowledge (ages 18–54 
only) 
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# Requirement Notes 

5 Knowledge test Pass the citizenship 
knowledge test (ages 18–54 
only) 

6 No prohibitions Must not be under removal 
order, serving a sentence, 
on probation/parole for 
indictable offence, charged 
with or convicted of certain 
offences after applying, or 
under investigation for war 
crimes or crimes against 
humanity 

 

PRACTITIONER NOTE: A prohibition does not mean permanent ineligibility. Many 
prohibitions are time-limited — they expire after sentences are completed or charges are 
resolved. If you have ANY criminal history (even minor), CBSA issues, or previous 
application refusals, consult a Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant (RCIC) or 
immigration lawyer before applying. Filing while prohibited can trigger a formal refusal that 
affects future applications. 

 

How to Count Your Days 

The physical presence calculation is one of the most misunderstood parts of the 
citizenship application. Here is how it works as of 2026: 

• Every day you were physically in Canada as a permanent resident = 1 full day 

• Every day you were in Canada as a temporary resident (student, worker, visitor) 
= 0.5 days, up to 365 days maximum credit 

• Days outside Canada = 0, regardless of reason 

• You need 1,095 full days within the 5-year window before your application date 

 

Example: If you arrived as a student for 2 years (730 days = 365 days credit), then 
became a PR for 3 years (1,095 days), your total eligible days = 365 + 1,095 = 1,460 
days. You qualify. 
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Common Tricky Physical Presence Scenarios 

These are the situations I see most often where candidates miscalculate their days — 
sometimes finding out after they have already applied: 

 

Scenario 1: The Business Traveller 

Vikram travels 60–80 days per year for work as a consultant. After 5 years as a PR, he 
assumes he qualifies. He counts 5 years × 365 days = 1,825 days in Canada. But his actual 
count, after subtracting travel, is 1,075 days — 20 short of the 1,095 requirement. His 
application is returned. 

The fix: Count actual days in Canada, not calendar years. Use the IRCC Physical 
Presence Calculator. Print the result and keep it with your application documents. 

 

Scenario 2: The Temporary Resident Double-Count 

Fatima spent 3 years as a student and 2 years as a worker before getting PR. She tries to 
count all 5 years of temporary residence (1,825 days × 0.5 = 912 days). But two key rules 
apply: (1) only days within the 5-year window before the application date count; and (2) the 
maximum credit for all temporary residence combined is 365 days — no matter how many 
years you were a temp resident. 

The fix: Temporary resident credit is capped at 365 days total and only applies to days 
within your 5-year eligibility window. Days cannot be double-counted — one day as a 
temp resident = 0.5 days credit (max 365 days), and one day as a PR = 1 full day. 

 

Scenario 3: The 'Implied Status' Gap 

Chen's work permit expired while his PR application was in process. His immigration 
consultant had told him he was on 'maintained status' (implied status). For citizenship 
purposes, days on maintained status count as temporary resident days — not PR days. This 
affected his physical presence calculation. 

The fix: Check your status for each day within the 5-year window. The type of status you 
held on each specific day determines how that day is counted. 

 

Scenario 4: The Inland Refugee Claimant Path 

Amara made a refugee claim inside Canada and was recognized as a protected person in 
2021. She became a PR in 2022 and wants to apply for citizenship in 2025. Her days as a 
refugee claimant (before becoming a PR) count as temporary resident days at the 0.5 rate, 
within the 5-year window, up to the 365-day cap. 
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The fix: Refugee claimants and protected persons who transition to PR can count pre-
PR days at the 0.5 rate. This can accelerate citizenship eligibility — but the 365-day cap 
still applies. 

 

Scenario 5: The Accompanying Spouse of a Crown Servant 

Maria accompanied her husband, a Canadian government employee, on a posting abroad 
for two years. For citizenship purposes, she can count those years abroad — but ONLY if 
her husband was a Crown servant on official government posting. Time abroad for a 
privately employed spouse, or accompanying a spouse working for a Canadian company 
abroad, does NOT count. 

The fix: Crown servant credit requires a formal government posting. Private-sector 
international work assignments, even for Canadian companies, do not qualify. Verify 
your specific situation with an RCIC. 

 

Important Note: Flags That Trigger Closer Scrutiny 

IRCC may examine your physical presence more carefully if your file shows: name 
changes between documents, previous PR card renewals with residency 
questionnaires, prior application refusals, inconsistencies in your travel history, or CBSA 
examination records. If any of these apply to your situation, ensure your records are 
thoroughly organized and consistent before filing. 

 

What Does the Test Actually Ask? 

The test draws from six main topic areas. Knowing the distribution helps you study 
smarter: 

Topic Area Approximate Weight Key Focus 

Rights & Responsibilities ~20% Charter, voting, obligations 

History of Canada ~25% Key dates, events, people, 
wars 

Government ~20% Parliament, PM, Senate, 
courts 

Geography & Economy ~10% Provinces, capitals, 
industries 

Indigenous Peoples ~10% First Nations, Métis, Inuit 
history 

Canadian Symbols ~15% Anthem, flag, sports, motto 
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What People Get Wrong 

Mistake 1: Reading Discover Canada like a novel 

Most people read Discover Canada once, start to finish, and hope things stick. They 
don't. Use this guide to identify what's testable and review it in layers — not linearly. 

 

Mistake 2: Ignoring the practice questions 

Knowing the content is different from knowing how to answer test-style questions. The 
phrasing matters. Chapters 8–12 of this guide give you 250+ questions specifically 
designed to match the real test format. 

 

Mistake 3: Underestimating dates and names 

The test frequently tests specific dates (Confederation: 1867), names (first Prime 
Minister: Sir John A. Macdonald), and places (capital of Canada: Ottawa). These are 
high-frequency, easy marks. Chapter 9 gives you a complete list of must-know facts. 

 

Mistake 4: Not verifying recent changes 

Test procedures, pass marks, and exemption rules can change. Always check 
canada.ca/citizenship in the week before your test to confirm nothing has been updated. 

 

 

MISTAKE 5 — Not Keeping an Error Log: Every time you answer a practice 
question incorrectly, write down the topic (History / Government / Rights / Geography / 
Indigenous / Symbols). After every 20 questions, count your errors by topic. Your highest-
error topic is your next study priority — go back to that specific chapter and re-read only 
that section. Most candidates improve their score by 2–3 points in their final week simply 
by targeting their personal weak spots rather than re-studying everything equally. 

 

The Citizenship Interview 

Some applicants are called for a citizenship interview even if they did not fail the written 
test. This happens when IRCC needs to assess your language ability, verify your 
application information, or clarify your physical presence calculation. The interview is 
conducted by a citizenship officer and is not an exam — but it is a formal assessment. 
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If you are called for an interview, it does not mean something is wrong. It means IRCC 
needs more information. Bring all your original documents (passport, PR card, travel 
records, tax returns) and answer honestly. 

 

Chapter Summary — The Essentials 

• Test: 20 questions, 30 minutes, 75% to pass (15/20) 

• Who takes it: Age 18–54. Seniors 55+ and under-18 are exempt 

• Physical presence: 1,095 days in 5 years 

• Study from: Discover Canada — but use THIS guide to know what's testable 

• High-frequency topics: dates, names, government structure, Charter rights 

 

Two-Week Preparation Plan 

Day Focus Action 

1 Test format + eligibility Read Ch. 1 fully; verify your 
physical presence count with 
the IRCC calculator 

2 History Part 1 Read Ch. 2 (History); 
highlight TOP 20 dates; write 
timeline from memory 

3 Government Read Ch. 4 (Government); 
memorize the 3 branches 
and who does what 

4 Rights + Symbols Read Ch. 3 (Charter key 
sections) + Ch. 5 
(Symbols/Capitals) 

5 Indigenous + Multicultural Read Ch. 6 (Indigenous) + 
Ch. 7 (Immigration) 

6 Practice Q block 1 Ch. 8 Sections A+B 
(questions 1–85); flag all 
wrong answers; read 
explanations 

7 Review wrong answers Re-read only the chapters 
covering your Day 6 errors; 
read Ch. 9 (100 Facts) 
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Day Focus Action 

8 Practice Q block 2 Ch. 8 Section C + Ch. 19 
(Extended Q&A), questions 
1–50 

9 Mock Test 1 Ch. 10 — timed, no notes, 
simulate real conditions; 
score; read all explanations 

10 Weak area deep-dive Re-read the 2 chapters 
where you had most errors 
on Mock Test 1 

11 Bonus content Bonus B (Top 50 Q) + Bonus 
D (Top 20 Mistakes) — read 
carefully 

12 Mock Test 2 Ch. 11 — timed, no notes; 
score; fill error log 

13 Mock Test 3 + Memory 
Hacks 

Ch. 12 (Hard Mode) + Bonus 
C (Memory Hacks — 
capitals, dates, people) 

14 (Day Before) Final light review only Ch. 9 (100 Facts) once + 
Appendix V (60 one-line 
facts) once — nothing new 
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Chapter 2: Canada's History — Key Dates, Events & 
People You Must Know 

 

Sunita came to me after failing her first test. She had done well on her mock tests but 
blanked on dates under pressure. 'I knew Vimy Ridge happened in WWI but I could not 
remember if it was 1915 or 1917.' We used the memory hacks in Bonus C, drilled the Top 
20 dates until they were automatic, and she passed her second test — 17/20. 

 

History questions are the single largest category on the citizenship test. If you memorize 
nothing else from this chapter, memorize the timeline below. It appears on tests more 
than any other section. 

 

The Canada History Timeline — Test-Critical Dates 

Year/Date Event Why It Matters for the Test 

1000 AD Norse explorers reach 
Canada 

First European contact 

1497 John Cabot claims land for 
England 

British claim to North 
America 

1534 Jacques Cartier explores St. 
Lawrence 

French claim to Canada 

1604–1605 First permanent settlements 
(Acadia) 

French settle Nova Scotia 
region 

1608 Champlain founds Quebec 
City 

First enduring French colony 

1670 Hudson's Bay Company 
founded 

Key fur trade history 

1759 Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham 

British defeat French; Wolfe 
& Montcalm die 

1763 Treaty of Paris France cedes Canada to 
Britain 

1774 Quebec Act Protected French language 
& Catholic religion 

1776 American Declaration of 
Independence 

Loyalists flee to Canada 
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Year/Date Event Why It Matters for the Test 

1812–1814 War of 1812 Canada defended against 
US invasion 

1813 Laura Secord's warning Iconic Canadian heroine 

1867 Confederation — July 1 Canada becomes a country; 
4 original provinces 

1869–1870 Red River Resistance Métis rights; Louis Riel 

1870 Manitoba joins 
Confederation 

5th province 

1871 British Columbia joins 6th province 

1885 CPR (Canadian Pacific 
Railway) completed 

National railway connects 
Canada 

1885 Northwest Resistance Louis Riel leads second 
Métis uprising 

1896–1911 Wilfrid Laurier PM era First French-Canadian PM 

1905 Alberta & Saskatchewan join 7th and 8th provinces 

1914–1918 World War One 60,000 Canadians killed 

1917 Battle of Vimy Ridge Major Canadian victory; 
national pride 

1918 Women get federal vote Manitoba first province in 
1916 

1931 Statute of Westminster Canada gains full 
independence from UK 

1939–1945 World War Two 42,000+ Canadians killed 

1949 Newfoundland joins 
Confederation 

10th and last province 

1965 New Canadian flag adopted Maple Leaf flag 

1969 Official Languages Act French and English both 
official 

1982 Constitution Act / Charter of 
Rights 

Full independence; Charter 

1999 Nunavut created 3rd territory; Inuit homeland 
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Year/Date Event Why It Matters for the Test 

1999 Kim Campbell - first female 
PM 

WRONG — she was 1993 

1993 Kim Campbell First (and so far only) female 
Prime Minister 

2021–present Major immigration expansion Post-pandemic targets 

 

★ TOP 20 MOST-TESTED DATES — If You Remember Nothing Else From This 
Chapter, Remember These: 

★ Date ★ Event 

1497 Cabot explores for England 

1534 Cartier explores St. Lawrence for France 

1608 Champlain founds Quebec City 

1759 Battle of Plains of Abraham (British defeat 
French) 

1763 Treaty of Paris (France gives Canada to 
Britain) 

1776 Loyalists begin migration to Canada 

1867 Confederation — Canada born (July 1) 

1885 CPR completed; Northwest Resistance; 
head tax 

1917 Vimy Ridge (April 9–12) 

1918 Women get federal vote 

1931 Statute of Westminster (Canada's 
independence) 

1939–1945 World War Two 

1944 D-Day — Juno Beach (June 6) 

1949 Newfoundland joins Confederation 

1960 Indigenous Canadians get federal vote 

1965 New maple leaf flag adopted 

1969 Official Languages Act 
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★ Date ★ Event 

1982 Constitution Act / Charter of Rights 

1993 Kim Campbell — first female PM 

1999 Nunavut created 

 

Canada's First Peoples — Before European Contact 

The Indigenous peoples of Canada include three distinct groups: First Nations (formerly 
called Indians), Métis (people of mixed First Nations and European ancestry), and Inuit 
(people of the Arctic regions). Together, these groups are referred to as Aboriginal 
peoples or Indigenous peoples. 

 

Before European contact, Indigenous peoples had established complex societies, trade 
routes, languages, and governance systems across the continent. There were hundreds 
of distinct nations, each with their own culture, territory, and traditions. 

 

The French Fact 

French settlement in Canada predates English settlement. The key French contributions 
to Canadian identity include: 

• The French language — Canada's second official language 

• The Civil Law system in Quebec (vs. Common Law in other provinces) 

• The Roman Catholic Church's historical role in Quebec society 

• The Acadians — French settlers in the Maritime provinces, many of whom were 
expelled in 1755 

• The Québécois identity — a distinct society within Canada 

 

The Loyalists — Who They Were and Why They Matter 

When the American colonies declared independence in 1776, thousands of colonists 
remained loyal to the British Crown. These were the Loyalists. Approximately 50,000 
Loyalists migrated to Canada — settling in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Quebec, and 
Ontario. 
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The Loyalists are significant because they shaped English-Canadian identity and 
created a political culture distinct from the United States — one that valued British 
institutions, order, and continuity over revolutionary change. 

 

Black Loyalists were among the early Black settlers in Canada. Some were free Black 
men who had fought for the British; others were formerly enslaved people who had 
been promised freedom in exchange for loyalty. Approximately 3,500 Black Loyalists 
settled in Nova Scotia. 

 

Confederation — The Birth of Canada 

The Most-Tested Date: July 1, 1867 

Canada became a country on July 1, 1867. This is called Confederation. The British 
North America Act created the new country by uniting four provinces: 

• Ontario (formerly Canada West) 

• Quebec (formerly Canada East) 

• Nova Scotia 

• New Brunswick 

 

The key architects of Confederation are called the Fathers of Confederation. The most 
important names to know: 

Sir John A. Macdonald: First Prime Minister of Canada; architect of Confederation; 
Conservative 

Sir George-Étienne Cartier: Key Quebec Father; ensured French Canada's 
participation 

Sir Samuel Leonard Tilley: Suggested the name 'Dominion of Canada' from Psalm 
72:8 

 

The World Wars — Canada Comes of Age 

Canada's participation in the two World Wars transformed the country from a British 
colony into a fully independent nation and established Canada's reputation as a skilled 
military force. 
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World War One (1914–1918) 

• Canada entered WWI automatically when Britain declared war (not yet fully 
independent) 

• Over 600,000 Canadians served; more than 60,000 were killed 

• Battle of Vimy Ridge (April 9–12, 1917): Four divisions of the Canadian Corps 
captured a ridge that other Allied forces had failed to take. Often called Canada's 
most defining military moment. 

• Nursing sisters: 3,000 Canadian women served as nurses in WWI — the first 
women to serve in the Canadian military 

• Conscription crisis of 1917 divided English and French Canada 

 

World War Two (1939–1945) 

• Canada declared war independently — demonstrating new sovereignty after the 
Statute of Westminster (1931) 

• Over one million Canadians served; 42,000+ killed 

• D-Day, June 6, 1944: Canadians stormed Juno Beach in Normandy — one of 
five beaches attacked by Allied forces 

• Japanese Canadians were interned during the war — a later-acknowledged 
injustice 

• Canada was one of the founding nations of the United Nations (1945) 

 

Post-War Canada: Rights, Multiculturalism & Independence 

• 1947: Canadian Citizenship Act — Canadians became citizens of Canada, not 
just British subjects 

• 1960: Bill of Rights (Diefenbaker) — first federal human rights document 

• 1960: Indigenous Canadians gain right to vote in federal elections (without losing 
status) 

• 1965: New maple leaf flag adopted (replacing flag with Union Jack) 

• 1969: Official Languages Act — French and English both official 

• 1971: Official Multiculturalism Policy — first in the world 

• 1982: Constitution Act — patriation from Britain; Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

• 1988: Multiculturalism Act enshrined in law 

• 1999: Nunavut created as third territory 
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Key People You Must Know 

Name Role / Why Important 

Sir John A. Macdonald First PM of Canada; Confederation architect 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier 7th PM; First French-Canadian PM; 'sunny 
ways' 

Sir Robert Borden PM during WWI; fought for Canadian 
autonomy 

William Lyon Mackenzie King Longest-serving PM; WWII leadership 

Lester B. Pearson PM; Nobel Peace Prize; peacekeeping; new 
flag 

Pierre Elliott Trudeau 15th PM; Charter; Official bilingualism 
champion 

Kim Campbell 19th PM; First and only female PM (1993) 

Terry Fox Marathon of Hope; cancer research; Order of 
Canada 

Nellie McClung Women's rights champion; Famous Five 

Emily Murphy First female magistrate in British Empire; 
Famous Five 

Sir Frederick Banting Co-discovered insulin (1921); Nobel Prize 

Alexander Graham Bell Invented telephone; lived in Brantford, 
Ontario 

Louis Riel Métis leader; Red River & Northwest 
Resistances 

Tommy Douglas Universal health care; 'Greatest Canadian' 
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Chapter 3: Canadian Values, Rights & Responsibilities 

 

Maria, a single mother from the Philippines, told me: 'In my home country, the government 
could come into your house without warning. When I learned about Section 8 of the Charter 
— no unreasonable search or seizure — I felt something I had never felt before. Safety from 
my own government.' Understanding rights is not just exam content. For millions of new 
Canadians, it is the reason they came. 

 

When Amara arrived in Canada from Nigeria, she was struck by something: the country 
had written down what it believed in. Not just in a constitution, but in a living document 
called the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. As a new Canadian, she found 
this remarkable — and on her citizenship test, she was glad she had studied it carefully. 

 

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

The Charter is part of the Constitution Act, 1982. It is the supreme law of Canada — it 
overrides other laws. Every level of government (federal, provincial, municipal) must 
respect Charter rights. Private companies are generally not bound by the Charter. 

 

The Main Categories of Charter Rights: 

Category What It Protects 

Fundamental Freedoms (s.2) Conscience, religion, thought, belief, 
expression, press, peaceful assembly, 
association 

Democratic Rights (s.3–5) Right to vote and run for office; elections 
every 5 years maximum 

Mobility Rights (s.6) Right to live and work anywhere in Canada 

Legal Rights (s.7–14) Life, liberty, security; protection from 
unreasonable search; right to a lawyer; fair 
trial 

Equality Rights (s.15) Equal protection regardless of race, sex, 
age, disability, religion, etc. 

Language Rights (s.16–23) English and French are official; right to 
federal services in either language 

Aboriginal Rights (s.25, 35) Existing Aboriginal and treaty rights are 
recognized and affirmed 
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The Notwithstanding Clause (Section 33): A government can pass a law that overrides 
certain Charter rights, but only if they explicitly say so, and only for 5 years at a time. 
This is a uniquely Canadian compromise between parliamentary supremacy and judicial 
review. 

 

Fundamental Canadian Values 

The citizenship test does not just test knowledge of laws — it tests understanding of 
values. These are the values that define Canadian identity: 

• Equality: All people are equal in dignity and rights, regardless of background 

• Respect for cultural differences: Multiculturalism is an official policy and a 
defining feature 

• Freedom: Canadians enjoy extensive personal freedoms protected by law 

• Peaceful conflict resolution: Canada uses courts, negotiation, and democratic 
processes — not violence 

• The Rule of Law: No one is above the law, including elected officials 

• Inclusion: Canada actively welcomes newcomers and values their contributions 

 

Rights of Canadian Citizens vs. Permanent Residents 

Right / Privilege Citizens Permanent Residents 

Vote in federal/provincial 
elections 

YES NO 

Run for elected office YES NO 

Canadian passport YES NO 

Live and work anywhere in 
Canada 

YES YES 

Charter protections YES YES (most rights) 

Access to most social 
programs 

YES YES 

Become a judge YES NO 

Work for CSIS/federal 
security 

YES (mostly) NO 
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Responsibilities of Canadian Citizens 

Rights come with responsibilities. The citizenship test expects you to know both sides. 
Key responsibilities: 

• Obeying Canadian law — no exceptions based on personal belief or culture 

• Voting — a right AND a civic responsibility 

• Serving on a jury if called (you can be summoned; failing to appear without 
reason is an offense) 

• Paying taxes — income and other taxes fund the services Canadians depend on 

• Respecting the rights of others — your freedom ends where it harms others 

• Participating in the community — volunteering, engaging, contributing 

• Defending Canada if needed — Canadian Armed Forces are a volunteer service, 
but there has been conscription in wartime 

 

Human Rights in Canada 

Beyond the Charter, human rights are protected by: 

• Canadian Human Rights Act (federal): Prohibits discrimination in federal 
jurisdiction areas based on race, sex, religion, disability, sexual orientation, and 
more 

• Provincial Human Rights Codes: Each province has its own human rights 
legislation covering provincial jurisdiction areas 

• Employment Equity Act: Requires federally regulated employers to address 
barriers for four designated groups: women, Indigenous peoples, persons with 
disabilities, and visible minorities 

 

Equality in Canada — A Closer Look 

Canada has made significant formal commitments to equality, but also acknowledges its 
history of inequality. The test may ask about: 

• The Famous Five: Five women who successfully argued in 1929 that women 
were 'persons' under Canadian law and could be appointed to the Senate. Led 
by Emily Murphy and including Nellie McClung. 

• The Chinese Immigration Act (1923–1947): Banned most Chinese immigration. A 
later-recognized injustice. 

• Residential Schools: Government-funded, church-run schools that forcibly 
separated Indigenous children from their families; caused severe harm; formally 
acknowledged as a form of cultural genocide 
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• Japanese Canadian internment (WWII): Japanese Canadians were forcibly 
relocated; their property seized — later apologized for 

• The Indian Act: Legislation that controlled many aspects of Indigenous life for 
over a century; still in existence but contested 

 

Official Languages 

Canada has two official languages: English and French. This is protected by the Official 
Languages Act (1969) and the Charter (1982). Every Canadian has the right to: 

• Receive federal government services in either English or French 

• Communicate with the federal government in their preferred official language 

• Have their children educated in either official language (where numbers warrant) 

 

New Brunswick is the only officially bilingual province. Quebec is the only province 
where French is the sole official language. Manitoba was originally bilingual at 
Confederation but changed its laws in 1890 (later overturned by the Supreme Court). 
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Chapter 4: Canada's Government — How It Works & 
Who Runs It 

 

Gurpreet, a truck driver from Punjab, had driven across six provinces and could name every 
highway. But when I asked him who appoints senators, he went quiet. 'I thought they were 
elected,' he said. He studied for two weeks, passed with 19/20, and told me afterward: 'Now 
I understand the country I drive through every day.' 

 

Government questions are among the most predictable on the citizenship test. IRCC 
tests the same concepts repeatedly: who does what, what the different levels of 
government are responsible for, and how laws get made. Learn this chapter and you will 
answer at least 4–5 questions correctly just from here. 

 

Canada Is a Constitutional Monarchy and a Parliamentary Democracy 

Canada has a unique system that combines two traditions: 

• Constitutional Monarchy: The Head of State is the King of Canada (currently King 
Charles III). His representative in Canada is the Governor General. In each 
province, the Lieutenant-Governor represents the Crown. 

• Parliamentary Democracy: The elected House of Commons holds real political 
power. The Prime Minister leads the party with the most seats. The Senate 
provides regional and sober second thought. 

 

The Head of Government is the Prime Minister — not the King or Governor General. 
The PM leads Cabinet and the executive branch. 

 

Government Structure — With Likely Test Question 

Who Title/Role How Chosen Key Power Likely Test 
Question 

King Charles III Head of State Hereditary 
monarch 

Symbolic 
authority 

Who is 
Canada's Head 
of State? 

Governor 
General 

King's rep in 
Canada 

Appointed by 
King on PM's 
advice 

Gives Royal 
Assent; 

What does the 
Governor 
General do? 
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Who Title/Role How Chosen Key Power Likely Test 
Question 

appoints PM (by 
convention) 

Prime Minister Head of 
Government 

Leader of 
majority party 
(convention) 

Leads Cabinet; 
sets policy; 
advises GG 

Who is 
Canada's Head 
of Government? 

Cabinet 
Ministers 

Run federal 
departments 

Appointed by 
GG on PM's 
advice 

Execute policy; 
introduce 
legislation 

Who appoints 
Cabinet 
ministers? 

MPs (338) Elected 
representatives 

Elected in 
federal ridings 

Pass laws; hold 
govt 
accountable; 
Question Period 

How are 
Members of 
Parliament 
chosen? 

Senators (105) Appointed 
reviewers 

Appointed by 
GG on PM's 
advice (until 
age 75) 

Review and 
revise 
legislation 

How are 
senators 
chosen? 

Lt. Governors 
(10) 

King's rep in 
each province 

Appointed by 
King on PM's 
advice 

Provincial Royal 
Assent; 
ceremonial 
duties 

What does a 
Lieutenant-
Governor do? 

Premiers (10) Provincial head 
of govt 

Leader of 
majority in 
provincial 
legislature 

Run provincial 
government 

What is the 
provincial 
equivalent of 
the Prime 
Minister? 

 

The Three Branches of Government 

Branch Who Function 

Executive King, Governor General, PM, 
Cabinet 

Implements laws; runs day-
to-day government 

Legislative Parliament (Senate + House 
of Commons) 

Makes laws; approves the 
budget 

Judicial Supreme Court + other 
courts 

Interprets laws; protects 
Charter rights 

 

 

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026–2027   |   Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575   |   DreamVisas.com 

Page 31   |   dreamvisas.com   |   © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. 

 

Parliament — The Two Chambers 

The House of Commons 

• Elected by Canadians in federal elections 

• Members called Members of Parliament (MPs) 

• 338 seats (as of 2015 redistribution; subject to change based on census) 

• Seats distributed by population — larger provinces have more MPs 

• The party with the most seats forms the government 

• Located in Centre Block, Parliament Hill, Ottawa 

 

The Senate 

• Senators are appointed by the Governor General on the advice of the Prime 
Minister 

• 105 senators representing regions (not by population) 

• Senators serve until age 75 

• Provides 'sober second thought' — reviews legislation from the House of 
Commons 

• Does not replace the elected House; exists to review and revise, not to block 
indefinitely 

 

How a Bill Becomes Law 

Understanding the legislative process is tested. Here is the simple version: 

• First Reading: Bill is introduced (no debate) 

• Second Reading: Debate on the bill's principles 

• Committee Stage: Detailed study and possible amendments 

• Third Reading: Final vote in the originating chamber 

• Other Chamber: Same process repeated 

• Royal Assent: Governor General gives formal approval — the bill becomes law 
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Federal vs. Provincial Jurisdiction 

Federal Government Responsible For: Provincial Government Responsible For: 

Defence & military Education 

Immigration (shared) Healthcare (delivery) 

Criminal law Property & civil rights 

Banking & currency Municipal governments 

Trade between provinces Social services (welfare) 

Post office Most professional licensing 

Indigenous affairs Natural resources (within province) 

 

Three Levels of Government — Who Is Responsible for What? 

This is one of the most reliably tested topics. Know at least 5–7 responsibilities per 
level: 

Federal Government 
(Ottawa) 

Provincial/Territorial 
Government 

Municipal Government 
(City/Town) 

Defence and military Education (K–12 and post-
secondary) 

Local roads and sidewalks 

Criminal law (Criminal Code) Healthcare delivery 
(hospitals, doctors) 

Property taxes 

Immigration (shared with 
provinces) 

Property and civil rights Local zoning and building 
permits 

Banking and currency (Bank 
of Canada) 

Municipal governments 
(creates them) 

Local transit systems 

Interprovincial trade and 
commerce 

Social services (welfare, 
child protection) 

Parks and recreation 
facilities 

Post office (Canada Post) Natural resources (within the 
province) 

Garbage collection and 
recycling 

Indigenous affairs (Section 
91(24)) 

Professional licensing 
(doctors, lawyers) 

Local police (in most cities) 

Citizenship and immigration Language laws (e.g., 
Quebec's Bill 101) 

Animal control, noise bylaws 
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Federal Government 
(Ottawa) 

Provincial/Territorial 
Government 

Municipal Government 
(City/Town) 

Income tax (federal portion) Highways within the province Local libraries and 
community centres 

Copyright and patents Consumer protection Fire department (in most 
areas) 

 

EXAM NOTE: Immigration is a SHARED jurisdiction — both federal and provincial 
governments have roles (this is why Provincial Nominee Programs exist). Healthcare 
FUNDING is partly federal (through transfers); DELIVERY is provincial. Criminal law is 
exclusively federal — the same Criminal Code applies across all of Canada. 

 

Note: Immigration is a shared jurisdiction — both federal and provincial governments 
have roles. This is why PNP (Provincial Nominee Programs) exist and why Quebec has 
its own immigration system. 

 

The Prime Minister and Cabinet 

The Prime Minister (PM) is Canada's Head of Government. Key facts: 

• The PM is the leader of the party that wins the most seats in the House of 
Commons 

• The PM is not directly elected by all Canadians — they are elected as an MP in 
their own riding 

• The PM can be removed by a vote of non-confidence in the House 

• The PM appoints Cabinet ministers, senators, Supreme Court judges, and the 
Governor General 

• Cabinet is the group of senior ministers who advise the PM and lead federal 
departments 

 

The Governor General 

The Governor General (GG) is the King's representative in Canada. The role is largely 
ceremonial, but legally important: 

• Gives Royal Assent to legislation 

• Reads the Speech from the Throne (written by the government) 

• Can dissolve Parliament and call an election 
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• Appointed by the King on the advice of the PM 

• Serves as Commander-in-Chief of Canada's Armed Forces (in practice, the PM 
leads defence policy) 

 

Elections in Canada 

• Federal elections must happen at least every 5 years (fixed elections now target 
every 4 years) 

• Every Canadian citizen 18+ has the right to vote 

• Elections Canada is the independent agency that administers elections 

• Members of Parliament are elected by First Past the Post (FPTP) — the 
candidate with the most votes in a riding wins, even without a majority 

• Canada has 338 ridings (electoral districts) as of 2015 

 

The Courts — Canada's Judicial System 

• Supreme Court of Canada: Highest court; 9 justices; final court of appeal; rules 
on constitutional questions 

• Federal Court: Handles cases involving federal laws and agencies (including 
immigration) 

• Provincial Courts: Most criminal and civil cases start here 

• Court of Appeal: Each province has a court of appeal between the superior 
courts and the Supreme Court 

 

The Supreme Court of Canada has the final say on what the Constitution means. If 
Parliament passes a law that violates the Charter, the Supreme Court can strike it 
down. 

 

Municipal Government 

Municipalities (cities, towns, counties) are created by provincial governments. They 
handle local matters: 

• Local roads, sidewalks, and transit 

• Property taxes 

• Local zoning and building permits 

• Local parks and recreation 
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• Garbage collection 

The head of a municipal council is usually called a Mayor (in cities) or Reeve (in rural 
areas). 
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Chapter 5: Canadian Symbols, Geography & Economy 

 

Canada's Official Symbols — Know These Cold 

Symbol Details 

National Flag Red and white; single red maple leaf; 
adopted 1965 

National Anthem O Canada — English/French; adopted 1980 

National Motto "A Mari Usque Ad Mare" — From Sea to Sea 

National Tree Maple tree 

National Horse Canadian Horse (Cheval canadien) 

National Sport Ice hockey (winter) and lacrosse (summer) 

National Bird Canada Jay (formerly Gray Jay); not yet 
officially legislated 

Coat of Arms Granted by King George V in 1921; features 
English lion, Scottish lion, Irish harp, French 
fleur-de-lis, and three maple leaves 

Crown Jewels of Canada N/A — Canada does not have its own crown 
jewels; uses British 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police RCMP ("Mounties") — federal police; iconic 
red serge 

Currency Canadian dollar ($CAD) 

 

O Canada — The National Anthem 

You do not need to memorize all the words, but you should know: 

• O Canada is the national anthem 

• It was adopted officially in 1980 

• It was originally composed in French in 1880 by Calixa Lavallée; lyrics by 
Adolphe-Basile Routhier 

• The English version has been modified several times, most recently in 2018 ('in 
all of us command' for gender neutrality) 
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Canada's Provinces and Territories — Complete List 

Province/Territory Capital Key Fact 

Ontario Toronto Largest population; financial 
centre 

Quebec Quebec City Largest by area of provinces; 
French majority 

British Columbia Victoria Pacific coast; mountains; film 
industry 

Alberta Edmonton Oil sands; energy sector 

Saskatchewan Regina Wheat belt; prairies; potash 

Manitoba Winnipeg Crossroads of Canada; Red 
River 

Nova Scotia Halifax Founding province; ocean; 
Acadians 

New Brunswick Fredericton Only officially bilingual 
province 

Prince Edward Island Charlottetown Birthplace of Confederation 
(1864) 

Newfoundland & Labrador St. John's Last to join (1949) 

Yukon Whitehorse Gold Rush history; Klondike 

Northwest Territories Yellowknife Diamonds; Indigenous 
majority 

Nunavut Iqaluit Newest territory (1999); Inuit 
homeland 

 

Key Geography Facts 

Capital of Canada: Ottawa, Ontario 

Largest city: Toronto, Ontario 

Second largest city: Montreal, Quebec 

Largest province by area: Quebec 

Largest province by population: Ontario 

Birthplace of Confederation: Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island (1864 
conference) 
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Canada's size: Second largest country in the world by total area 

Land border: Shares the world's longest undefended border with the United States 

Time zones: Six time zones (Newfoundland has its own half-hour offset) 

 

The Canadian Economy 

Canada has a highly developed market economy and is a member of the G7 (Group of 
Seven major economies). Key economic facts: 

• Canada is one of the world's top trading nations 

• The United States is Canada's largest trading partner (CUSMA/USMCA trade 
agreement) 

• Key industries: Energy (oil, gas, hydroelectric), mining, forestry, agriculture, 
manufacturing, financial services, technology 

• Alberta has the oil sands — one of the world's largest petroleum reserves 

• Saskatchewan produces wheat, canola, and potash (used in fertilizers) 

• British Columbia is a major forestry and technology hub 

• Ontario is Canada's manufacturing and financial centre 

• Quebec is a major producer of hydroelectric power 

 

Canada's Role in the World 

• Canada is a founding member of the United Nations (1945) 

• Member of NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization) since 1949 

• Member of the Commonwealth of Nations (along with other former British 
colonies) 

• Member of La Francophonie (organization of French-speaking nations) 

• Founding member of NORAD (joint defence with the US) 

• Member of the G7 and G20 

• Canada's peacekeeping history: Lester B. Pearson proposed the first UN 
peacekeeping force during the Suez Crisis (1956); Pearson won the Nobel 
Peace Prize for this 
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Canadian Achievements — Must-Know Inventions and Firsts 

Achievement Canadian / Details 

Telephone Alexander Graham Bell (invented in 
Brantford, Ontario, 1876) 

Insulin Discovered by Frederick Banting & Charles 
Best (Toronto, 1921) 

Basketball Invented by Dr. James Naismith (from 
Almonte, Ontario) 

Pacemaker John Hopps (early research at University of 
Toronto) 

IMAX film Developed by Graeme Ferguson, Roman 
Kroitor, and Robert Kerr 

Snowmobile Joseph-Armand Bombardier (Quebec, 1937) 

Canadarm Robotic arm on Space Shuttle; built by 
Canadian engineers 

Standard Time Sir Sandford Fleming proposed it in 1879 

Kerosene Abraham Gesner (Nova Scotia) 
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Chapter 6: The First Peoples — Indigenous History & 
Rights 

 

Indigenous history is given significant emphasis in the Canadian citizenship test. 
Understanding Canada's relationship with its Indigenous peoples — including both 
historical injustices and ongoing reconciliation — is considered essential for new 
citizens. 

 

The Three Groups 

First Nations: The largest group; includes hundreds of distinct nations from coast to 
coast; historically called 'Indians' — a term now generally avoided 

Métis: People of mixed First Nations and European (primarily French) ancestry; 
emerged as a distinct cultural group in the 18th century; centred in the Red River 
Valley (Manitoba) 

Inuit: People of the Arctic regions; do not generally identify as First Nations; 
Nunavut is their primary homeland; traditionally hunters and fishers 

 

Before European Contact 

Indigenous peoples have lived in what is now Canada for thousands of years — some 
estimates suggest 15,000 to 20,000 years. They were not nomadic wanderers — they 
had established civilizations with: 

• Complex forms of governance and law 

• Trade networks spanning the continent 

• Advanced agricultural practices (particularly in the Great Lakes region) 

• Rich oral traditions, languages, arts, and ceremonies 

• Diverse spiritual and philosophical traditions 
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Cultural Regions — Know These 

Region Peoples / Nations Characteristics 

Pacific Coast Haida, Tsimshian, Coastal 
Salish 

Totem poles, cedar canoes, 
salmon fishing, potlatch 

Plains Blackfoot, Plains Cree, 
Sioux, Assiniboine 

Buffalo hunting, tipi, nomadic 
lifestyle, horse culture 

Eastern Woodlands Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), 
Anishinaabe (Ojibwe) 

Longhouses, wampum, 
birchbark canoes, Three 
Sisters farming 

Arctic Inuit Igloo, kayak, dogsled, 
hunting, carving 

Subarctic Cree, Dene, Athabascan Forest hunting, trapping, 
birchbark canoes 

Great Plains / Prairies Blackfoot, Cree, Métis Buffalo herds, pemmican 
trade 

 

The Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy 

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy (also called the Iroquois League or Six Nations) is 
one of the most sophisticated Indigenous governance systems in pre-contact North 
America. It comprised six nations: Mohawk, Onondaga, Cayuga, Oneida, Seneca, and 
later Tuscarora. Some historians believe the Confederacy's democratic principles 
influenced the founding of the United States. 

 

Treaties — What They Are and Why They Matter 

Treaties are legally binding agreements between the Crown and Indigenous nations. 
They are not historical documents — they are live agreements with ongoing obligations. 

 

The key types of treaties: 

• Peace and Friendship Treaties (1700s–early 1800s): Atlantic region; focused on 
peaceful coexistence, not land surrender 

• Upper Canada Treaties (early 1800s): Covered much of what is now Ontario; 
land cession in exchange for reserves and payments 
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• Numbered Treaties (1871–1921): 11 treaties covering the Prairies, northern 
Ontario, BC, and parts of the territories; land surrender in exchange for reserves, 
annual payments, right to hunt and fish 

• Modern Treaties (1973–present): After the Supreme Court recognized Aboriginal 
title in Calder (1973); includes the James Bay Agreement and the Nisga'a 
Agreement 

 

Residential Schools — The Full Story 

From the 1880s to 1996, the federal government operated a system of residential 
schools — boarding schools where Indigenous children were forcibly removed from 
their families and communities. 

 

The goal was explicit: to assimilate Indigenous children into Euro-Canadian society by 
destroying their culture, language, and identity. The phrase used by the government 
was to 'kill the Indian in the child.' 

 

The impacts: 

• An estimated 150,000 Indigenous children were sent to residential schools 

• Physical, emotional, and sexual abuse was widespread 

• Many children died from disease, neglect, or abuse 

• Children were forbidden to speak their languages or practise their cultures 

• The intergenerational trauma continues to affect Indigenous communities today 

 

In 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper delivered a formal apology on behalf of the 
Government of Canada. In 2021, the discovery of unmarked graves at former school 
sites — containing hundreds of children — renewed national attention to this history. 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), in its 2015 report, called the 
residential school system a form of 'cultural genocide.' 

 

The Path of Reconciliation 

Reconciliation is a process of healing and rebuilding the relationship between Canada 
and Indigenous peoples. Key milestones: 

• 1982: Section 35 of the Constitution Act recognizes and affirms existing 
Aboriginal and treaty rights 
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• 1996: Last residential school closes 

• 2006–2015: Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement and TRC process 

• 2008: Federal apology for residential schools 

• 2015: TRC's 94 Calls to Action — recommendations for governments, 
institutions, and all Canadians 

• 2021: National Day for Truth and Reconciliation — September 30 — a federal 
statutory holiday 

 

As a new Canadian citizen, you are asked to be part of this reconciliation process — to 
learn Indigenous history, to respect treaties, and to support the healing of relationships. 
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Chapter 7: Immigration & Multicultural Canada 

 

You are taking the citizenship test because you immigrated to Canada. But do you know 
Canada's immigration history — and the values that shape how Canada approaches 
immigration today? This chapter covers what IRCC expects you to understand about 
Canada's multicultural identity. 

 

A Brief History of Canadian Immigration 

Era Key Features 

Pre-1867 (Colonial) British and French settlers; Loyalists from 
US; Irish during famine (1847) 

1867–1914 (Nation-Building) Mass immigration to settle the prairies; 
immigrants from Eastern Europe; Chinese 
workers build CPR; Chinese Immigration Act 
(1885) — head tax 

1920s–1940s Restrictions tighten; racial preferences in 
immigration policy 

1947–1967 Post-war boom; Italian, Portuguese, Greek 
immigration; policy slowly liberalizes 

1967 (Points System) Race eliminated as factor; skills-based 
selection begins 

1971 (Multiculturalism) Canada becomes first country to adopt 
official multiculturalism policy 

1976 Immigration Act Modern framework; refugee protection 
formalized 

2002 IRPA Immigration and Refugee Protection Act — 
current legal framework 

2015–present Major expansion; Express Entry; PNP 
growth; high annual targets 
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Canadian Multiculturalism 

Canada was the first country in the world to adopt multiculturalism as an official 
government policy (1971, under PM Pierre Trudeau). The Canadian Multiculturalism Act 
was passed in 1988, enshrining the policy in law. 

 

What multiculturalism means in Canada: 

• Canada does not ask immigrants to assimilate and abandon their culture 

• All cultural communities are encouraged to preserve their heritage 

• Canada is sometimes described as a 'cultural mosaic' — different cultures 
coexist and contribute while sharing common values 

• This contrasts with the US 'melting pot' metaphor 

 

Canada's Current Immigration Categories 

• Economic Class: Express Entry (Federal Skilled Worker, Federal Skilled Trades, 
Canadian Experience Class), Provincial Nominee Programs (PNP), Atlantic 
Immigration Program, Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot 

• Family Class: Sponsorship of spouses, common-law partners, dependent 
children, parents, and grandparents 

• Refugees: Government-Assisted Refugees (GARs), Privately Sponsored 
Refugees (PSRs), Blended Visa Office-Referred Refugees (BVORs) 

• Humanitarian & Compassionate (H&C): For individuals who face hardship but do 
not fit other categories 

 

Canada as a Refugee Destination 

Canada has a proud history as a safe haven for refugees. Key points: 

• Canada is a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol 

• Refugees have the right to a hearing before the Immigration and Refugee Board 
(IRB) 

• Canada resettled over 40,000 Syrian refugees in 2015–2016 — one of the 
largest single resettlement efforts in Canadian history 

• Private sponsorship of refugees is a uniquely Canadian model — community 
groups can sponsor refugees directly 
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The Role of Quebec 

Quebec has unique immigration powers under the Canada-Quebec Accord (1991). 
Quebec selects its own economic immigrants according to its own points-based system 
(not the federal Express Entry). Federal government retains jurisdiction over 
inadmissibility, family class, and refugee protection. 

 

From Immigrant to Citizen: The Full Path 

• Step 1: Arrive as a temporary resident (student, worker, visitor) OR enter directly 
as a permanent resident 

• Step 2: Apply for Permanent Residence through an appropriate pathway 

• Step 3: Meet the 1,095-day physical presence requirement (3 years in 5) 

• Step 4: File taxes; meet language requirement; no prohibitions 

• Step 5: Apply for citizenship; complete knowledge test 

• Step 6: Take the Oath of Citizenship at a ceremony 

• Step 7: Receive citizenship certificate; apply for Canadian passport 

 

The Oath of Citizenship 

Every new Canadian citizen takes the Oath of Citizenship. Knowing it shows IRCC you 
understand what citizenship means: 

"I swear (or affirm) that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty 
King Charles the Third, King of Canada, His Heirs and Successors, and that I will 
faithfully observe the laws of Canada, and fulfil my duties as a Canadian citizen." 

 

The oath is sworn before a judge or citizenship officer at a citizenship ceremony. You 
may affirm (non-religious) instead of swear (religious). The ceremony is a formal and 
meaningful event — Canadians take it seriously. 
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Chapter 8: 250 Official-Style Practice Questions with 
Explained Answers 

 

These practice questions are designed to mirror the style, difficulty, and topic 
distribution of actual Canadian citizenship test questions. Work through all of them, 
paying special attention to questions you get wrong. The explanations tell you exactly 
why each answer is correct. 

 

How to Use This Chapter: 

• First pass: Answer each question on your own before reading the answer 

• Second pass: Focus only on questions you answered incorrectly 

• Third pass (day before your test): Skim all answers quickly as a final review 

 

Section A: Fundamentals (Questions 1–50) 

 

Q1. What date did Canada become a country? 

A: July 1, 1867. This is called Confederation. 

Q2. Who was the first Prime Minister of Canada? 

A: Sir John A. Macdonald. 

Q3. What are the two official languages of Canada? 

A: English and French. 

Q4. Who is Canada's Head of State? 

A: The King of Canada (currently King Charles III). 

Q5. Who is Canada's Head of Government? 

A: The Prime Minister. 

Q6. What does the Governor General do? 

A: The Governor General is the King's representative in Canada. They give Royal 
Assent to legislation and perform ceremonial duties. 

Q7. What is the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms? 

A: The Charter is part of the Constitution Act, 1982. It protects the fundamental rights 
and freedoms of all people in Canada from government action. 
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Q8. At what age can Canadians vote in federal elections? 

A: 18 years of age. 

Q9. What are the three levels of government in Canada? 

A: Federal, provincial/territorial, and municipal. 

Q10. What is the capital city of Canada? 

A: Ottawa, Ontario. 

Q11. What is the national anthem of Canada? 

A: O Canada. 

Q12. When was Canada's current maple leaf flag adopted? 

A: 1965. 

Q13. What is the name of Canada's constitution that includes the Charter? 

A: The Constitution Act, 1982. 

Q14. Who appoints senators in Canada? 

A: The Governor General, on the advice of the Prime Minister. 

Q15. How many senators are in the Canadian Senate? 

A: 105 senators. 

Q16. How many members are in the House of Commons? 

A: 338 Members of Parliament (MPs). 

Q17. What does 'Confederation' mean? 

A: Confederation refers to the union of British North American colonies into one country 
— Canada — on July 1, 1867. 

Q18. What were the four original provinces at Confederation? 

A: Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

Q19. Who were the Loyalists? 

A: Loyalists were colonists who remained loyal to the British Crown during the American 
Revolution and migrated to Canada starting around 1776. 

Q20. What is the Notwithstanding Clause? 

A: Section 33 of the Charter, which allows Parliament or provincial legislatures to 
override certain Charter rights for up to five years at a time. 

Q21. What is the role of the House of Commons? 

A: The House of Commons is the elected chamber of Parliament. It debates and 
passes federal laws and holds the government accountable. 
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Q22. What is the role of the Senate? 

A: The Senate is the appointed upper chamber. It reviews, revises, and can delay 
legislation passed by the House of Commons ('sober second thought'). 

Q23. How are Members of Parliament chosen? 

A: By popular vote in federal elections. The candidate with the most votes in each riding 
wins. 

Q24. What is a minority government? 

A: A government where the ruling party holds the most seats in the House of Commons 
but fewer than half of all seats. It requires support from other parties to pass legislation. 

Q25. What happens if the government loses a vote of non-confidence? 

A: The Prime Minister must either resign or request that the Governor General dissolve 
Parliament and call an election. 

Q26. What is the Supreme Court of Canada? 

A: The highest court in Canada. It has nine judges and makes final decisions on 
questions of Canadian law, including constitutional matters. 

Q27. What is the role of the Lieutenant-Governor? 

A: The Lieutenant-Governor is the King's representative in each province. They perform 
ceremonial duties similar to those of the Governor General at the federal level. 

Q28. What are the three branches of the federal government? 

A: Executive (PM, Cabinet, Governor General), Legislative (Parliament: House of 
Commons + Senate), and Judicial (courts). 

Q29. Which level of government is responsible for criminal law? 

A: The federal government. 

Q30. Which level of government is responsible for education? 

A: Provincial and territorial governments. 

Q31. What significant military event happened at Vimy Ridge in 1917? 

A: Canadian troops captured Vimy Ridge from German forces. All four Canadian 
divisions fought together for the first time. The victory became a symbol of Canadian 
national identity. 

Q32. Who was Louis Riel? 

A: A Métis leader who led two uprisings (Red River Resistance in 1869-70 and 
Northwest Resistance in 1885) to defend Métis rights. He was executed for treason in 
1885. 

Q33. What is the 'Famous Five'? 
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A: Five Canadian women (led by Emily Murphy and including Nellie McClung) who 
successfully argued before the Privy Council in 1929 that women were 'persons' under 
Canadian law and eligible for Senate appointment. 

Q34. When did women gain the right to vote in federal elections in Canada? 

A: 1918. Manitoba was the first province in 1916. 

Q35. What was the Battle of the Plains of Abraham? 

A: A 1759 battle in Quebec City where British forces under General Wolfe defeated 
French forces under General Montcalm. Both generals died. It led to British control of 
New France. 

Q36. What is the War of 1812? 

A: A conflict between the United States and British North America (Canada) and Britain 
from 1812 to 1814. Canadians successfully defended against American invasion 
attempts. 

Q37. Who was Laura Secord? 

A: A Canadian heroine of the War of 1812 who walked 30 km to warn British forces of 
an American surprise attack. 

Q38. When did Newfoundland join Canada? 

A: 1949 — it was the last province to join Confederation. 

Q39. What was the Statute of Westminster (1931)? 

A: British legislation that gave Canada and other dominions full autonomy. Canada 
could now make its own laws without British approval. 

Q40. What happened on D-Day (June 6, 1944)? 

A: Allied forces, including Canadians, landed on the beaches of Normandy, France. 
Canadians stormed Juno Beach. It was the largest seaborne invasion in history and 
marked the beginning of the liberation of Western Europe. 

Q41. What are the three groups of Aboriginal peoples in Canada? 

A: First Nations, Métis, and Inuit. 

Q42. What were residential schools? 

A: Government-funded schools where Indigenous children were forcibly separated from 
their families and communities to assimilate them into Euro-Canadian culture. The last 
one closed in 1996. The system has been recognized as causing severe harm and is 
described by the TRC as a form of 'cultural genocide.' 

Q43. When did the federal government formally apologize for residential schools? 

A: 2008, by Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 

Q44. What is the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)? 
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A: A commission that documented the history and impacts of residential schools. It 
issued 94 Calls to Action in 2015 to advance reconciliation between Canadians and 
Indigenous peoples. 

Q45. What is September 30 in Canada? 

A: The National Day for Truth and Reconciliation — a federal statutory holiday to 
honour residential school survivors and remember children who did not return home. 

Q46. What does Section 35 of the Constitution Act protect? 

A: Existing Aboriginal and treaty rights of Aboriginal peoples of Canada. 

Q47. What is a treaty? 

A: A legal agreement between the Crown and Indigenous nations. Treaties recognize 
Indigenous rights, including land rights, and create ongoing obligations for both parties. 

Q48. What is the Haudenosaunee Confederacy? 

A: Also known as the Iroquois League or Six Nations — an alliance of six Indigenous 
nations (Mohawk, Onondaga, Cayuga, Oneida, Seneca, Tuscarora) with a sophisticated 
democratic governance system. 

Q49. What does Canada's motto 'A Mari Usque Ad Mare' mean? 

A: From Sea to Sea — referring to Canada stretching from the Atlantic Ocean to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Q50. What are Canada's national sports? 

A: Ice hockey (winter) and lacrosse (summer). 

Q51. Which province is the only officially bilingual province? 

A: New Brunswick. 

Q52. What is the birthplace of Confederation? 

A: Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, where the Charlottetown Conference was held 
in 1864. 

Q53. What is the largest city in Canada? 

A: Toronto, Ontario. 

Q54. Which is the smallest province in Canada? 

A: Prince Edward Island (PEI). 

Q55. When was Nunavut created? 

A: 1999. It was carved out of the Northwest Territories and is the homeland of the Inuit 
people. 

Q56. What does RCMP stand for? 
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A: Royal Canadian Mounted Police — Canada's national police force, known for their 
red serge uniforms. 

Q57. Who invented the telephone? 

A: Alexander Graham Bell. He invented it in Brantford, Ontario in 1876. 

Q58. Who discovered insulin? 

A: Frederick Banting and Charles Best, in Toronto in 1921. Banting won the Nobel 
Prize. 

Q59. What are 'fundamental freedoms' under the Charter? 

A: Freedom of conscience, religion, thought, belief, opinion, expression, press, peaceful 
assembly, and association (Charter Section 2). 

Q60. What are 'legal rights' under the Charter? 

A: The right to life, liberty, and security; protection from unreasonable search and 
seizure; right to retain a lawyer; right to a fair trial; protection from cruel and unusual 
punishment. 

Q61. What does the equality rights section of the Charter guarantee? 

A: Section 15 guarantees every individual equal protection and benefit of the law 
without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age, 
or mental or physical disability. 

Q62. What are mobility rights under the Charter? 

A: The right to enter, remain in, and leave Canada; the right to move to and take up 
residence in any province; the right to pursue a livelihood in any province. 

Q63. What are democratic rights under the Charter? 

A: The right to vote and run for office in federal and provincial elections; Parliament or a 
provincial legislature must hold elections at least once every five years. 

Q64. What is the physical presence requirement for citizenship? 

A: 1,095 days (3 years) in Canada in the 5 years immediately before applying. 

Q65. How many questions are on the citizenship test? 

A: 20 questions. 

Q66. What is the pass mark for the citizenship test? 

A: 75% — 15 out of 20 questions must be answered correctly. 

Q67. Who must take the citizenship knowledge test? 

A: Citizenship applicants between the ages of 18 and 54. 

Q68. What is the Oath of Citizenship? 
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A: A formal oath (or affirmation) sworn by new citizens pledging allegiance to the King, 
his heirs and successors, and the laws of Canada. 

Q69. What is the Official Languages Act? 

A: A 1969 federal law that establishes English and French as Canada's two official 
languages and gives Canadians the right to receive federal government services in 
either language. 

Q70. What is Canadian multiculturalism? 

A: Canada's official policy (first adopted in 1971) that recognizes and celebrates the 
cultural diversity of Canadians and encourages all cultural communities to preserve their 
heritage while sharing common Canadian values. 

Q71. What is the Canadian Human Rights Act? 

A: Federal legislation that prohibits discrimination in areas of federal jurisdiction based 
on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, marital status, family status, disability, or conviction for a 
pardoned offence. 

Q72. What are Canada's main natural resources? 

A: Oil, natural gas, hydroelectric power, forests (lumber, pulp, paper), minerals (gold, 
nickel, potash, diamonds), and agricultural land (wheat, canola). 

Q73. What trade agreement does Canada have with the US and Mexico? 

A: CUSMA — the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement (also known as USMCA in 
the US). It replaced NAFTA in 2020. 

Q74. What international organizations is Canada a member of? 

A: The United Nations, NATO, the Commonwealth of Nations, La Francophonie, the 
G7, the G20, and NORAD (with the US). 

Q75. What is the difference between a federal and provincial offence? 

A: Federal offences are defined in federal law (like the Criminal Code) and are the 
same across Canada. Provincial offences are defined in provincial law and can vary by 
province (e.g., traffic violations, liquor laws). 

Q76. Who can be a Canadian citizen by birth? 

A: Anyone born in Canada is automatically a Canadian citizen (jus soli), regardless of 
the immigration status of their parents, with limited exceptions for children of diplomats. 

Q77. What is the difference between a Canadian citizen and a permanent resident 
in terms of rights? 

A: Citizens have the right to vote, hold a Canadian passport, and run for elected office. 
Permanent residents have most other rights but cannot vote, run for office, or hold a 
Canadian passport. 

Q78. What is the Clarity Act? 
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A: Federal legislation that sets out the conditions under which the federal government 
would negotiate secession with a province if it voted to separate. It was passed after the 
1995 Quebec referendum. 

Q79. What was the significance of the 1995 Quebec referendum? 

A: Quebec held a referendum on sovereignty (independence). The 'No' side won by a 
very narrow margin — 50.58% to 49.42%. It was the closest vote in Canadian political 
history on the question of Quebec separation. 

Q80. Who was Lester B. Pearson and why is he significant? 

A: Lester B. Pearson was Canada's 14th Prime Minister (1963–1968). He won the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his role in resolving the Suez Crisis and proposing the first UN 
peacekeeping force. He also championed Canada's new maple leaf flag (1965) and 
universal healthcare. 

Q81. What is the difference between a citizen's rights and responsibilities? 

A: Rights are protections guaranteed by law that individuals can claim against the 
government. Responsibilities are obligations that citizens owe to their society — such as 
obeying laws, paying taxes, voting, and serving on juries when called. 

Q82. What is the role of the Auditor General of Canada? 

A: The Auditor General audits federal government spending to ensure money is used 
appropriately and reports findings to Parliament. It is an independent watchdog of public 
funds. 

Q83. What are numbered treaties? 

A: 11 treaties signed between 1871 and 1921 between the Crown and Indigenous 
nations across the Prairies, northern Ontario, and parts of the territories. They involved 
large land surrenders by Indigenous peoples in exchange for reserves, annuities, and 
certain rights. 

Q84. What is the significance of the Indian Act? 

A: The Indian Act (1876) is federal legislation that has governed many aspects of 
Indigenous people's lives, including status, band governance, reserve lands, and 
ceremonies. It has been widely criticized as paternalistic and assimilationist. 
Amendments have been made over time, but the Act remains in force. 

Section B: Intermediate Questions (Questions 86–175) 

 

Q85. What does 'responsible government' mean? 

A: Responsible government means the government (Cabinet and PM) must maintain 
the confidence of the elected legislature (House of Commons) to remain in power. If 
they lose a confidence vote, they must resign or call an election. 

Q86. How many provinces and territories does Canada have? 
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A: Ten provinces and three territories — 13 total. 

Q87. Which province has the most Members of Parliament? 

A: Ontario, because seats in the House of Commons are distributed by population. 

Q88. What is a 'riding' in Canadian politics? 

A: A riding (also called a constituency or electoral district) is a geographic area that 
elects one Member of Parliament to the House of Commons. 

Q89. What is First Past the Post? 

A: Canada's voting system for federal elections. The candidate who receives the most 
votes in a riding wins, even without a majority. 

Q90. What is the difference between 'swearing' and 'affirming' the Oath of 
Citizenship? 

A: Swearing involves a religious oath (to God). Affirming is a secular (non-religious) 
version with the same legal standing. Both are equally valid. 

Q91. What is Canada Day and when is it? 

A: Canada Day (July 1) celebrates Confederation — the day Canada became a country 
in 1867. 

Q92. What is Remembrance Day? 

A: November 11. Canadians observe a moment of silence at 11:00 AM to honour the 
soldiers who died serving Canada, especially in WWI and WWII. 

Q93. What is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation? 

A: September 30. A federal statutory holiday to honour residential school survivors, 
remember children who never came home, and acknowledge the ongoing harms of 
colonization. 

Q94. What is Victoria Day? 

A: The Monday before May 25. It honours Queen Victoria's birthday and is observed as 
the start of the summer season in Canada. 

Q95. What is the symbol on the Canadian flag? 

A: A single red maple leaf with eleven points, on a white field between two red vertical 
bands. 

Q96. What body of water does Canada NOT border? 

A: Canada borders three oceans: Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic. It does not border the 
Indian Ocean. 

Q97. What is the capital of Ontario? 

A: Toronto. 

Q98. What is the capital of British Columbia? 
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A: Victoria. 

Q99. What is the capital of Quebec? 

A: Quebec City (not Montreal, which is the largest city). 

Q100. What province is called the 'Breadbasket of Canada'? 

A: Saskatchewan — it produces the majority of Canada's wheat. 

Q101. Where is the Parliament of Canada located? 

A: Parliament Hill, Ottawa, Ontario. 

Q102. What is the role of Cabinet ministers? 

A: Cabinet ministers lead federal departments (e.g., Finance, Health, Justice) and are 
collectively responsible to Parliament for the government's decisions. 

Q103. What is 'Royal Assent'? 

A: Royal Assent is the formal approval of a bill by the Governor General (on behalf of 
the King), turning it into law. 

Q104. What is the Order of Canada? 

A: Canada's highest civilian honour, awarded for outstanding achievement, dedication 
to the community, and service to Canada. Recipients include scientists, artists, 
humanitarians, and public servants. 

Q105. Who was Tommy Douglas? 

A: Premier of Saskatchewan and federal NDP leader who introduced universal public 
health insurance in Saskatchewan (1962), which became the model for Canada's 
national medicare system. He is often voted the 'Greatest Canadian.' 

Q106. What is Medicare? 

A: Canada's publicly funded health insurance system that covers most medical services 
for all residents, funded by taxes. It is delivered by provinces but with national standards 
set by the Canada Health Act (1984). 

Q107. What is the Canada Health Act? 

A: Federal legislation (1984) that sets national standards for healthcare in Canada, 
requiring provincial health insurance plans to be universal, comprehensive, portable, 
accessible, and publicly administered. 

Q108. What is the CBC? 

A: The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation — Canada's national public broadcaster, 
providing English and French television and radio services across the country. 

Q109. Who was Sir Wilfrid Laurier? 
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A: Canada's 7th Prime Minister (1896–1911), the first French Canadian to hold the 
office. He led Canada through a period of major immigration and expansion. His motto 
was 'sunny ways.' 

Section C: Advanced Questions (Questions 176–250) 

 

Q110. What is the difference between 'natural-born' and 'naturalized' citizenship? 

A: A 'natural-born' citizen acquires citizenship at birth (by being born in Canada or to a 
Canadian parent). A 'naturalized' citizen acquires citizenship after birth through the 
citizenship application process — this is most immigrants. 

Q111. Can a Canadian citizen lose their citizenship? 

A: Citizenship can be lost in limited circumstances, such as voluntarily renouncing it in 
writing. The government has very limited power to revoke citizenship; changes in 2017 
generally restricted revocation to cases of fraud in the application. 

Q112. What does the Canadian Multiculturalism Act say? 

A: The 1988 Act recognizes and promotes the understanding that multiculturalism is a 
fundamental characteristic of Canadian heritage and identity, and ensures that federal 
policies and programs are sensitive to the multicultural reality of Canada. 

Q113. What is the difference between a province and a territory? 

A: Provinces derive their powers from the Constitution and cannot be created or 
eliminated without constitutional amendment involving provinces. Territories are created 
by federal law and have only those powers delegated to them by the federal 
government. 

Q114. What is the 'notwithstanding' clause and when has it been used? 

A: Section 33 of the Charter allows governments to override certain Charter rights for 
five-year renewable periods. It has been used most notably by Quebec (repeatedly, re: 
language laws) and more recently by Ontario (2018, re: election signs). 

Q115. What is the Clarity Act and why was it passed? 

A: The Clarity Act (2000) was passed in response to the 1995 Quebec referendum. It 
requires that any future referendum question on separation be 'clear' and that a 'clear 
majority' vote in favour before the federal government is obligated to negotiate. 

Q116. What is the difference between 'refugee' and 'asylum seeker'? 

A: An asylum seeker is someone who has applied for refugee protection but whose 
claim has not yet been decided. A refugee is someone whose claim has been accepted, 
establishing they face persecution in their home country. 

Q117. What is habeas corpus? 
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A: A legal right that protects against unlawful detention. It allows a person to challenge 
before a court the lawfulness of their imprisonment. It is part of Canada's legal rights 
(Section 10 of the Charter). 

Q118. What was the Meech Lake Accord? 

A: A 1987 proposed constitutional amendment that would have recognized Quebec as 
a 'distinct society' within Canada. It failed in 1990 when Manitoba and Newfoundland did 
not ratify it. 

Q119. What is 'judicial independence' and why does it matter? 

A: Judicial independence means judges are free to make decisions based on law 
without interference from the government or other outside pressures. It protects the 
Rule of Law and individual rights by ensuring courts can hold the government 
accountable. 

Q120. What is the role of the Auditor General? 

A: To audit federal government accounts and programs and report findings to 
Parliament. The Auditor General acts as a watchdog on how public money is spent, 
ensuring accountability and transparency. 

Q121. What are 'Aboriginal rights' under Section 35 of the Constitution? 

A: Section 35 recognizes and affirms existing Aboriginal and treaty rights. These 
include rights to land (Aboriginal title), rights related to traditional practices (hunting, 
fishing, gathering), and rights established by treaties. 

Q122. What is the difference between 'bilingualism' and 'multiculturalism'? 

A: Bilingualism refers specifically to the use of two official languages (English and 
French) in federal institutions. Multiculturalism refers to the recognition and celebration 
of the diverse cultural backgrounds of all Canadians, beyond just English and French. 

Q123. What is the role of the Speaker of the House? 

A: The Speaker is an elected MP who chairs the proceedings of the House of 
Commons, enforces the rules of debate, and ensures all members have the opportunity 
to speak. The Speaker is a neutral position and does not vote except to break ties. 

Q124. What is universal suffrage? 

A: The right of all qualified citizens to vote, regardless of wealth, property, gender, race, 
or other factors. In Canada, all citizens 18 and older have the right to vote (universal 
adult suffrage). 
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Chapter 9: 100 Must-Know Facts — Quick Reference 
Before Your Test 

 

This is your final review chapter. Print it out or screenshot it. Read it the day before your 
test. These are the highest-frequency facts that appear on the citizenship test. 

 

Numbers and Dates 

1: Confederation: July 1, 1867 

2: Charter of Rights and Freedoms: 1982 

3: Physical presence requirement: 1,095 days in 5 years 

4: Test: 20 questions, 30 minutes, 75% pass mark (15/20) 

5: Senate: 105 senators 

6: House of Commons: 338 MPs 

7: Provinces: 10 

8: Territories: 3 (Yukon, NWT, Nunavut) 

9: Nunavut created: 1999 

10: New flag: 1965 

11: Official Languages Act: 1969 

12: Multiculturalism policy: 1971 

13: Women's federal vote: 1918 

14: WWI: 1914–1918 (60,000+ Canadians killed) 

15: WWII: 1939–1945 (42,000+ Canadians killed) 

16: Battle of Vimy Ridge: April 9–12, 1917 

17: D-Day (Juno Beach): June 6, 1944 

18: Residential schools formal apology: 2008 

19: September 30: National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

20: Supreme Court judges: 9 

 

Key People — Learn All of These 

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026–2027   |   Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575   |   DreamVisas.com 

Page 60   |   dreamvisas.com   |   © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. 

Person Why They Matter 

Sir John A. Macdonald First PM; architect of Confederation 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier First French-Canadian PM; 7th PM 

Kim Campbell First female PM (1993) 

Pierre Elliott Trudeau Charter; official bilingualism champion; 15th 
PM 

Lester B. Pearson Nobel Peace Prize; UN peacekeeping; new 
flag 

Tommy Douglas Universal health care; 'Greatest Canadian' 

Terry Fox Marathon of Hope; cancer research; one leg 

Emily Murphy Famous Five; first female magistrate in 
British Empire 

Nellie McClung Famous Five; women's rights champion 

Louis Riel Métis leader; Red River & NW Resistance 

Laura Secord War of 1812 heroine; walked 30 km to warn 
British 

Alexander Graham Bell Telephone (Brantford, Ontario, 1876) 

Frederick Banting Insulin (Toronto, 1921); Nobel Prize 

James Naismith Invented basketball; from Almonte, Ontario 

Samuel de Champlain Founded Quebec City (1608); 'Father of New 
France' 

John Cabot Claimed land for England in 1497 

Jacques Cartier Explored St. Lawrence for France in 1534 

 

Government Structure — Flash Facts 

• Head of State: King of Canada (King Charles III) 

• Head of Government: Prime Minister 

• King's representative in Canada: Governor General 

• King's representative in each province: Lieutenant-Governor 

• Parliament = House of Commons + Senate 

• To become law: bill must pass House of Commons + Senate + Royal Assent 
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• Federal elections: at least every 5 years 

• Voting age: 18 

• PM appointed by: Governor General (convention: leader of largest party) 

• Senators: appointed by GG on PM's advice; serve until age 75 

• Supreme Court: 9 justices; highest court; final word on Constitution 

 

Charter Rights — Memorize These Sections 

• Section 2: Fundamental Freedoms (religion, expression, assembly, association) 

• Section 3: Right to vote and run for office 

• Section 6: Mobility rights (live and work anywhere in Canada) 

• Section 7: Life, liberty, and security of the person 

• Section 8: Protection from unreasonable search or seizure 

• Section 10: Right to retain a lawyer upon arrest 

• Section 15: Equality rights (no discrimination) 

• Section 33: Notwithstanding clause (governments can override some rights for 5 
years) 

 

Provinces — Capitals You Must Know 

Province Capital 

Ontario Toronto 

Quebec Quebec City 

British Columbia Victoria 

Alberta Edmonton 

Saskatchewan Regina 

Manitoba Winnipeg 

Nova Scotia Halifax 

New Brunswick Fredericton 

PEI Charlottetown 

Newfoundland & Labrador St. John's 
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Symbols — Final Check 

• National flag: Red maple leaf on white, between two red bands (since 1965) 

• National anthem: O Canada (adopted 1980) 

• National motto: A Mari Usque Ad Mare (From Sea to Sea) 

• National sports: Ice hockey (winter) + lacrosse (summer) 

• RCMP (Mounties): Federal police; red serge uniform 

• Beaver: An early Canadian symbol (fur trade) 

• Maple leaf: Central Canadian symbol; on flag and coins 

• Canada's size: Second largest country in the world 

• Canada's capital: Ottawa, Ontario 

• Canada's largest city: Toronto, Ontario 
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Chapter 10: Mock Test 1 — 20 Questions (Timed 
Format) 

 

HOW TO SIMULATE REAL EXAM CONDITIONS: Set a timer for exactly 30 
minutes. No notes, no pausing, no looking up answers. Answer all 20 questions before 
checking any. Record your answers on a separate sheet. When the timer ends, score 
yourself, then read EVERY explanation — including questions you got right. After scoring, 
note which topic areas you missed and add them to your error log. 

 

1. What year did Canada become a country? 
A) 1776  B) 1867  C) 1931  D) 1982 

2. Who was Canada's first Prime Minister? 
A) Wilfrid Laurier  B) John A. Macdonald  C) Robert Borden  D) Lester Pearson 

3. What is the pass mark for the citizenship knowledge test? 
A) 50%  B) 60%  C) 75%  D) 80% 

4. Which document contains the Charter of Rights and Freedoms? 
A) British North America Act  B) Statute of Westminster  C) Constitution Act, 1982  D) Bill of 
Rights 

5. What are Canada's two official languages? 
A) English and French  B) English and Indigenous  C) French and Spanish  D) English and 
Dutch 

6. Who is Canada's Head of State? 
A) The Prime Minister  B) The Governor General  C) The King of Canada  D) The Chief 
Justice 

7. What does the Governor General do? 
A) Commands the military  B) Represents the King in Canada  C) Leads the Senate  D) 
Appoints the PM 

8. How many days must you be in Canada before applying for citizenship? 
A) 730 days in 5 years  B) 1,095 days in 5 years  C) 365 days in 3 years  D) 1,460 days in 5 
years 

9. Which battle is considered Canada's defining WWI moment? 
A) Battle of the Somme  B) Battle of Ypres  C) Battle of Vimy Ridge  D) Battle of 
Passchendaele 

10. What is the capital of Canada? 
A) Toronto  B) Montreal  C) Ottawa  D) Quebec City 
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11. What does Section 15 of the Charter guarantee? 
A) Freedom of religion  B) Right to vote  C) Equality rights  D) Right to a lawyer 

12. Who were the Famous Five? 
A) Five WWI generals  B) Five women who won the right to be called 'persons'  C) Five 
Fathers of Confederation  D) Five first Prime Ministers 

13. What is the role of the Senate? 
A) Elect the Prime Minister  B) Review and revise legislation (sober second thought)  C) 
Appoint Supreme Court judges  D) Manage provincial affairs 

14. When was the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms adopted? 
A) 1867  B) 1931  C) 1969  D) 1982 

15. What is Confederation? 
A) Canada's joining of NATO  B) The union of British North American colonies into Canada 
in 1867  C) The Patriation of the Constitution  D) The creation of the Charter 

16. How are Senators chosen? 
A) Elected by Canadians  B) Appointed by the PM directly  C) Appointed by the GG on the 
PM's advice  D) Chosen by provincial premiers 

17. Who can vote in federal elections? 
A) Citizens and permanent residents over 18  B) All residents of Canada over 16  C) 
Canadian citizens over 18  D) Canadian citizens over 16 

18. What is September 30th in Canada? 
A) Remembrance Day  B) Canada Day  C) National Day for Truth and Reconciliation  D) 
Victoria Day 

19. What is Canada's national winter sport? 
A) Curling  B) Skiing  C) Ice hockey  D) Snowboarding 

20. What did Tommy Douglas contribute to Canada? 
A) The Charter  B) Universal health care  C) Official bilingualism  D) The maple leaf flag 

Mock Test 1 — Answers 

 

1. B) 1867. Canada became a country on July 1, 1867 — Confederation. 

2. B) Sir John A. Macdonald. 

3. C) 75% (15 out of 20 questions). 

4. C) The Constitution Act, 1982. 

5. A) English and French. 
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6. C) The King of Canada (King Charles III). 

7. B) Represents the King in Canada. 

8. B) 1,095 days in the 5 years immediately before applying. 

9. C) The Battle of Vimy Ridge (April 9–12, 1917). 

10. C) Ottawa, Ontario. 

11. C) Equality rights — equal protection without discrimination. 

12. B) Five Canadian women who won legal recognition as 'persons' in 1929. 

13. B) The Senate reviews and revises legislation passed by the House of Commons. 

14. D) 1982 (Constitution Act, 1982). 

15. B) The union creating Canada on July 1, 1867. 

16. C) Appointed by the Governor General on the advice of the Prime Minister. 

17. C) Canadian citizens who are 18 years of age or older. 

18. C) National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 

19. C) Ice hockey. 

20. B) Universal health care — he introduced public health insurance in Saskatchewan, 
the model for Canadian Medicare. 
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Chapter 11: Mock Test 2 — 20 Questions 

 

HOW TO SIMULATE REAL EXAM CONDITIONS: Set a timer for exactly 30 
minutes. No notes, no pausing, no looking up answers. Answer all 20 questions before 
checking any. Record your answers on a separate sheet. When the timer ends, score 
yourself, then read EVERY explanation — including questions you got right. After scoring, 
note which topic areas you missed and add them to your error log. 

 

1. What were the four original provinces at Confederation? 

2. Who was Canada's first female Prime Minister? 

3. What is the Notwithstanding Clause? 

4. What is the physical presence requirement for citizenship? 

5. When did women gain the right to vote in federal elections in Canada? 

6. Who invented basketball? 

7. What is 'First Past the Post'? 

8. What are 'mobility rights' under the Charter? 

9. What does RCMP stand for? 

10. Which province is the only officially bilingual province? 

11. Who was Louis Riel? 

12. What happened on D-Day? 

13. What is a treaty? 

14. What is the role of the Lieutenant-Governor? 

15. What is the War of 1812? 

16. When was Nunavut created? 

17. What is the Order of Canada? 

18. Who was Laura Secord? 

19. What is the Canada Health Act? 

20. What are the three groups of Aboriginal peoples in Canada? 

Mock Test 2 — Answers 
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1. Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

2. Kim Campbell (1993). 

3. Section 33 of the Charter — allows governments to override certain Charter rights for 
up to 5-year periods. 

4. 1,095 days in Canada in the 5 years before applying. 

5. 1918 federally (Manitoba was first provincially in 1916). 

6. James Naismith, from Almonte, Ontario. 

7. Canada's voting system where the candidate with the most votes in a riding wins, 
even without a majority. 

8. The right to enter, remain in, and leave Canada; the right to move and work in any 
province. 

9. Royal Canadian Mounted Police — Canada's national police force. 

10. New Brunswick. 

11. A Métis leader who led the Red River Resistance (1869–70) and Northwest 
Resistance (1885) to defend Métis rights. 

12. June 6, 1944 — Allied forces landed in Normandy, France. Canadians stormed 
Juno Beach. 

13. A legally binding agreement between the Crown and Indigenous nations regarding 
land, rights, and other matters. 

14. The King's representative in each province; performs ceremonial duties. 

15. A conflict between the US and British North America/Britain (1812–1814). Canada 
successfully defended itself. 

16. 1999 — it was carved out of the Northwest Territories to become the Inuit 
homeland. 

17. Canada's highest civilian honour for outstanding achievement and service to 
Canada. 

18. A Canadian heroine of the War of 1812 who walked 30 km to warn British forces of 
an American attack. 

19. Federal legislation (1984) setting national standards for publicly funded healthcare 
in Canada. 

20. First Nations, Métis, and Inuit. 
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Chapter 12: Mock Test 3 — Hard Mode (20 Questions) 

 

HOW TO SIMULATE REAL EXAM CONDITIONS: Set a timer for exactly 30 
minutes. No notes, no pausing, no looking up answers. Answer all 20 questions before 
checking any. Record your answers on a separate sheet. When the timer ends, score 
yourself, then read EVERY explanation — including questions you got right. After scoring, 
note which topic areas you missed and add them to your error log. 

 

1. What is the Clarity Act and why was it passed? 

2. What is the difference between Aboriginal rights and treaty rights? 

3. What is the significance of the Calder case (1973)? 

4. What is the role of Elections Canada? 

5. What does 'responsible government' mean in Canada? 

6. What was the significance of the 1969 White Paper? 

7. What is the difference between a 'natural-born' and a 'naturalized' Canadian 
citizen? 

8. Who can become the Governor General? 

9. What is the difference between a Prime Minister's 'majority' and 'minority' 
government? 

10. What is the role of the Official Opposition? 

11. What is 'judicial review'? 

12. What is the significance of the Indian Residential Schools Settlement 
Agreement? 

13. What is the Nisga'a Agreement? 

14. What does it mean that Canada is a 'federation'? 

15. What is the significance of the 1982 Constitution Act beyond the Charter? 

16. What is the role of the Privy Council Office? 

17. What are 'collective rights' in Canada? 

18. What is the difference between the Canadian Charter and the Canadian Bill of 
Rights? 

19. What is the role of Canada in UN peacekeeping? 

20. What are Canada's three oceans? 
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Mock Test 3 — Answers 

 

1. Federal law (2000) requiring that a referendum question on separation be 'clear' and 
that a 'clear majority' vote in favour before the federal government negotiates. Passed 
after the 1995 Quebec referendum. 

2. Aboriginal rights arise from Indigenous peoples' historical use and occupation of land. 
Treaty rights arise from agreements made between the Crown and specific Indigenous 
nations. 

3. The Supreme Court recognized for the first time that Aboriginal title exists in 
Canadian law — even if the Nisga'a did not win the specific case. It triggered modern 
treaty-making. 

4. Elections Canada is the independent, non-partisan agency that administers federal 
elections and referendums. 

5. The government (Cabinet and PM) must retain the confidence of the elected House 
of Commons to remain in power. 

6. The Trudeau government proposed abolishing the Indian Act and eliminating special 
Indigenous status. It was strongly rejected by Indigenous peoples and led to a 
resurgence in Indigenous political organizing. 

7. Natural-born citizens acquire citizenship at birth (born in Canada or to Canadian 
parents). Naturalized citizens acquire citizenship through the application process after 
living in Canada as permanent residents. 

8. Any Canadian citizen can be appointed as Governor General. Recent appointees 
include people of diverse backgrounds. The appointment is made by the King on the 
advice of the PM. 

9. A majority government holds more than half the seats in the House of Commons and 
can pass legislation without support from other parties. A minority government holds the 
most seats but needs support from other parties. 

10. The party with the second most seats forms the Official Opposition. Its role is to 
scrutinize, challenge, and hold accountable the government. 

11. The power of courts to review government action and legislation to determine if it is 
consistent with the Constitution and the Charter. Courts can strike down laws that 
violate the Charter. 

12. A 2006 settlement between the Government of Canada, churches, and residential 
school survivors — the largest class action settlement in Canadian history. It included 
compensation, the TRC, and a Common Experience Payment. 

13. A modern treaty (2000) in British Columbia between the federal government, BC, 
and the Nisga'a Nation — the first modern treaty in BC. It included self-government 
provisions. 
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14. Canada is a federal state — meaning constitutional powers are divided between the 
federal government and provincial governments. Both levels of government have 
sovereign authority in their respective areas. 

15. It also patriated the Constitution (brought it fully under Canadian control), ending the 
need for British parliamentary approval for constitutional amendments, and added a 
constitutional amending formula. 

16. The Privy Council Office (PCO) is the federal government's central coordinating 
agency. It supports the PM and Cabinet and ensures coordination across government 
departments. 

17. Rights held by groups, not just individuals — such as the rights of French or English 
language minority communities to education in their language, or Aboriginal rights held 
by nations. 

18. The Bill of Rights (1960) was a federal statute that could be overridden by 
Parliament. The Charter (1982) is part of the Constitution — supreme law that binds all 
governments and cannot simply be overridden. 

19. Canada has participated in UN peacekeeping since the concept was proposed by 
Lester B. Pearson in 1956 (Suez Crisis). Canada has contributed troops to dozens of 
missions. 

20. The Atlantic Ocean (east), the Pacific Ocean (west), and the Arctic Ocean (north). 
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Before You Apply — Citizenship Application Checklist 

 

Do not submit your citizenship application until every item on this checklist is complete. 
A returned application delays your process and wastes your application fee. 

 

Physical Presence 

✔ Run the IRCC Physical Presence Calculator at canada.ca — print or save the 
result 

✔ Confirm result is 1,095 days or more within your 5-year window 

✔ Gather all passports (current and expired) with entry/exit stamps 

✔ If you cannot locate passport stamps, request your travel history from CBSA 
(canada.ca/cbsa) 

✔ Prepare a complete travel history with all departures and returns for the 5-year 
window 

 

Immigration Status 

✔ PR card is valid, not expired (or have explanation if expired) 

✔ No outstanding removal order or conditions on your PR status 

✔ If you had a PR card renewal in the last 5 years with a residency questionnaire, 
gather those records 

 

Taxes 

✔ Filed Canadian income tax returns for at least 3 of the 5 years in your physical 
presence window 

✔ Have Notice of Assessment (NOA) or proof of filing for each year from CRA 

✔ If you were a student or had no Canadian income in a year, have documentation 
confirming non-residency or nil income 
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Criminal and Legal History 

✔ No outstanding charges, probation, or parole for an indictable offence in Canada 

✔ No charges pending in Canada or abroad that could affect admissibility 

✔ If you have ANY criminal record (anywhere in the world), consult an RCIC or 
immigration lawyer BEFORE applying 

 

Language Evidence (Ages 18–54) 

✔ You can demonstrate adequate English or French — through the test itself, 
documents, or approved language test results 

✔ If relying on test results: IELTS/CELPIP (English) or TEF/TCF Canada (French) 
— results must be recent 

✔ If relying on education: transcripts showing completion of secondary or post-
secondary in English or French 

 

Application Documents 

✔ CIT 0002 application form completed and reviewed 

✔ Current application fees paid (check canada.ca for current fee amounts) 

✔ Two photos meeting IRCC photo specifications 

✔ If including minor children: their documents prepared separately within the same 
application 

 

COMPLEX SITUATIONS: If your file involves any of the following — criminal charges or 
convictions, long absences, CBSA examination history, name changes, previous refusals, or 
residency compliance issues — consult a Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant 
(RCIC) licensed by the CICC or a qualified immigration lawyer BEFORE applying. A 
Personal Evaluation Report (PER) at dreamvisas.com can identify and address application 
risks before you file. 
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Chapter 13: After You Pass — Oath Ceremony, 
Passport & What Comes Next 

 

Congratulations — you passed your test. Now what? 

 

The Citizenship Ceremony 

After passing your test (or completing your interview), you will be scheduled for a 
citizenship ceremony. This is a formal event where you will: 

• Take the Oath of Citizenship (swear or affirm) 

• Receive your Canadian Citizenship Certificate 

• Sing O Canada 

• Receive a small Canadian flag 

 

Ceremonies are typically held in IRCC offices, courthouses, or other official venues. 
They vary in size — some are intimate gatherings; others have dozens of new 
Canadians taking the oath together. The ceremony is formal and meaningful. Dress 
appropriately and bring family members — they are usually welcome as guests. 

 

Virtual ceremonies have been offered since the COVID-19 pandemic. If invited to a 
virtual ceremony, the requirements are the same — you will take the oath before a 
citizenship judge or authorized officer via videoconference. 

 

What to Bring to Your Ceremony 

• Notice to Appear (your ceremony invitation letter) 

• One piece of government-issued photo ID 

• Permanent Resident (PR) Card — you must surrender it at the ceremony 

• Any documents requested in your invitation 

 

Important: You must surrender your Permanent Resident card at the ceremony. Once 
you are a citizen, you no longer hold PR status — you are a Canadian citizen. 
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Your Citizenship Certificate 

The Citizenship Certificate is your proof of Canadian citizenship. Keep it in a safe place 
— you will need it when applying for a passport and for other official purposes. IRCC 
now issues citizenship certificates electronically (as a digital PDF with a QR code), 
though paper certificates can also be requested. 

 

Applying for a Canadian Passport 

A Canadian passport is one of the most valuable travel documents in the world, 
providing visa-free access to over 185 countries. You can apply immediately after your 
citizenship ceremony. The Canadian passport is issued by Passport Canada (a branch 
of Employment and Social Development Canada). 

 

• Standard processing: 20 business days 

• Urgent processing: 2–9 business days (higher fee) 

• Express pickup: Same or next business day at a Passport Canada office 

• Adult passport validity: 10 years 

• Child passport validity: 5 years 

 

Registering to Vote 

As a new Canadian citizen, registering to vote is one of your first civic acts. You can 
register: 

• Online at elections.ca 

• By mail 

• At your local Elections Canada office 

• At the polling station on election day 

 

Federal elections are administered by Elections Canada. Provincial and municipal 
elections have their own voter lists — you may need to register separately for those. 

 

Taxes as a New Citizen 

Your tax obligations as a Canadian citizen are the same as they were as a permanent 
resident. Canada taxes residents on their worldwide income. If you have income from 
abroad, you must report it on your Canadian tax return. 
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You must file a Canadian tax return every year by April 30 (for most individuals). Filing 
taxes is a legal obligation — and also a right, since tax credits and benefits like the 
GST/HST credit and Canada Child Benefit are accessed through tax filing. 

 

Dual Citizenship 

Canada permits dual citizenship — you can be a citizen of Canada and another country 
simultaneously. Canada does not require you to renounce your previous citizenship 
when becoming Canadian. 

 

However: Some countries do not permit dual citizenship and may automatically strip you 
of their citizenship when you acquire another. Check the laws of your home country 
before taking the Canadian oath if this matters to you. 

 

Note: If you are a Canadian citizen by naturalization, you are treated identically to a 
Canadian citizen by birth in virtually all respects. The one exception involves the 
citizenship-by-descent rules for passing citizenship to children born abroad. 
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Chapter 14: Special Situations — Seniors, Children, 
Language Exemptions 

 

Seniors (Age 55 and Older) 

Applicants who are 55 or older at the time of application have specific exemptions: 

• Exempt from the citizenship knowledge test 

• Exempt from the language requirement (English or French) 

• Still must meet the physical presence requirement (1,095 days in 5 years) 

• Still must take the Oath of Citizenship at the ceremony 

 

At the ceremony, seniors who are exempt from the language requirement may still need 
to take the oath — IRCC accommodates this through translation services or written 
affirmation. 

 

Children (Under 18) 

Children under 18 can become Canadian citizens either: 

• Automatically — if born in Canada (with minor exceptions for children of 
diplomats) 

• By being included in a parent's or guardian's citizenship application 

• By applying separately as a minor (less common, requires adult to apply on their 
behalf) 

 

Children under 18 do not write the citizenship test and do not need to demonstrate 
language ability. However, at the ceremony, they typically say the oath with adult 
assistance or a simplified version. 

 

Language Requirements — Who Must Meet Them? 

Applicants aged 18 to 54 must demonstrate adequate knowledge of English or French. 
IRCC assesses language through: 

• The citizenship test itself (if you can answer questions in English or French, you 
demonstrate language ability) 
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• An interview with a citizenship officer (if called for one) 

• Documentary evidence: diplomas, transcripts, or language test results from 
approved tests 

 

Approved language tests include: IELTS (English), CELPIP (English), TEF Canada 
(French), TCF Canada (French). If you have completed a secondary or post-secondary 
education in English or French in Canada, that generally satisfies the language 
requirement. 

 

Physical or Mental Health Accommodation 

Applicants who cannot meet the knowledge or language requirements due to a physical 
or mental health condition can apply for an exemption. They must provide a medical 
certificate from a licensed physician explaining why they cannot meet the requirements. 

 

IRCC will assess these requests on a case-by-case basis. Having a documented health 
condition that prevents test-taking does not prevent citizenship — IRCC has provisions 
to accommodate these situations. 

 

People Who Have Been Outside Canada for Extended Periods 

Some permanent residents in specific circumstances can get partial credit for time spent 
outside Canada: 

• Time spent as a Crown servant (working for the federal or provincial government 
abroad) 

• Time spent as a family member accompanying a Crown servant 

 

These credits are not the same as the temporary resident credit. They apply to people 
on official government postings abroad. 

 

Prohibited from Citizenship 

You cannot become a Canadian citizen if you: 

• Are under a removal order (pending deportation) 

• Are on probation or parole for an indictable (serious) offence 
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• Have been charged with or convicted of an indictable offence under a Canadian 
law after you applied 

• Are serving a sentence outside Canada 

• Are under investigation for, charged with, or convicted of certain war crimes or 
crimes against humanity 

 

Minor criminal records do not automatically disqualify you, but they complicate the 
application. A criminal record conviction may create a statutory bar. Consult an RCIC or 
immigration lawyer if you have any criminal history. 
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Chapter 15: Your Next Step — From Citizenship to the 
World 

 

You have prepared for the test. Now here's a bigger picture perspective — what your 
Canadian citizenship actually means in practice and for your life. 

 

The Canadian Passport — Your Key to the World 

The Canadian passport consistently ranks among the world's most powerful travel 
documents. Canadian citizens can travel to over 185 countries visa-free or with visa-on-
arrival access, including the entire European Union, the United Kingdom, Japan, South 
Korea, Singapore, Australia, New Zealand, and most of Latin America and Southeast 
Asia. 

 

If you previously held a passport that required visas for many destinations, obtaining 
your Canadian passport will transform how you travel. Many new Canadians find this to 
be one of the most immediately impactful benefits of citizenship. 

 

Sponsoring Family Members 

As a Canadian citizen, you have broader family sponsorship rights than as a permanent 
resident: 

• Sponsor your spouse or partner (same rights as PR) 

• Sponsor dependent children (same rights as PR) 

• Sponsor parents and grandparents (same rights as PR) 

• Sponsor siblings, if they are orphaned, under 18, and single 

• Sponsor a child you intend to adopt 

 

One important distinction: As a citizen, your sponsorship undertaking for spouses is 
typically treated as lower risk than a PR's, and your parents/grandparents may be 
processed through the Parent and Grandparent Program or a Super Visa. 
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Civic Participation — Your Voice in Canada 

Citizenship is not just a document — it is a relationship with your country. As a 
Canadian citizen, you can: 

• Vote in all federal, provincial, and municipal elections 

• Run for elected office at any level 

• Serve as a juror (and be required to) 

• Work in certain federal positions requiring citizenship (CSIS, some RCMP roles, 
certain federal contracts) 

• Become a judge 

• Apply for the Order of Canada and other Canadian honours 

 

What's Next for Your Immigration Journey? 

If you are reading this guide, you have likely completed one of the most significant 
journeys of your life — from your home country, through the immigration process, 
through your years as a permanent resident, and now to citizenship. But Canada's 
immigration journey does not end here for many. 

 

If you have family members who have not yet immigrated, Canadian citizenship 
strengthens your ability to bring them. If you have children who were born outside 
Canada to a Canadian parent, they may already be Canadian citizens by descent. 

 

Congratulations — Welcome to Canada. Officially. 

Passing the citizenship test and taking the oath makes it official. But you have been 
building this home long before that ceremony. 

 

Canada is what it is because of people like you — people who chose this country, who 
made it their home, who built careers and raised families and contributed to 
communities here. Every new citizen adds something to Canada. That is not just a 
cliché. It is the whole story of this country. 

 

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026–2027   |   Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575   |   DreamVisas.com 

Page 81   |   dreamvisas.com   |   © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. 

Congratulations on your decision to become a Canadian citizen. I am honoured to 
have been part of your preparation. 

 

— Manoj Palwe, RCIC R422575 
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Chapter 16: Glossary of Key Terms 

 

This glossary covers every important term, concept, and institution you may encounter 
on your citizenship test or in the Discover Canada study guide. Review these definitions 
in the days before your test as a final vocabulary check. 

 

Affirmation: A non-religious alternative to swearing an oath, with equal legal standing. 

Asylum Seeker: A person who has applied for refugee protection but whose claim has 
not yet been decided. 

Bill of Rights (1960): Canada's first federal human rights document, a statutory (not 
constitutional) protection. 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: Part of the Constitution Act, 1982. The 
supreme law of Canada that protects fundamental rights. 

CAPIC: Canadian Association of Professional Immigration Consultants — professional 
association for RCICs. 

CICC: College of Immigration and Citizenship Consultants — the regulatory body for 
immigration consultants in Canada. 

Citizenship Certificate: Proof of Canadian citizenship. Required for passport 
applications and other official purposes. 

Confederation: The union of British North American colonies into Canada on July 1, 
1867. 

Constitutional Monarchy: A system of government where a hereditary monarch is the 
Head of State within the constraints of a constitution. 

Common Law: A legal system based on court precedents and judicial decisions, used 
in all Canadian provinces except Quebec. 

Civil Law: A codified legal system derived from Roman law, used in Quebec for private 
law matters. 

Crown: The institution of the monarchy as it applies to Canada. The Crown represents 
sovereign authority. 

D-Day: June 6, 1944 — the Allied invasion of Normandy, France. Canadians stormed 
Juno Beach. 

Distinct Society: A constitutional concept proposed for Quebec to recognize its unique 
French-language culture and civil law tradition. 

Dual Citizenship: Holding citizenship in two countries simultaneously. Canada permits 
dual citizenship. 

Federal State / Federation: A country where constitutional powers are divided between 
a central government and regional governments (provinces). 
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First Nations: One of the three groups of Indigenous peoples in Canada. Includes 
hundreds of distinct nations. 

Governor General (GG): The King's representative in Canada. Performs ceremonial 
duties and formally appoints the Prime Minister. 

Habeas Corpus: The right to challenge unlawful imprisonment before a court. A core 
legal right in Canada. 

Head of Government: The leader responsible for running the government — in 
Canada, the Prime Minister. 

Head of State: The formal representative of the country — in Canada, the King (King 
Charles III). 

House of Commons: The elected lower chamber of Parliament. Where real legislative 
power lies. 

Indian Act: Federal legislation (1876) that has historically controlled many aspects of 
Indigenous peoples' lives. 

Indigenous Peoples: The original inhabitants of Canada — collectively referring to 
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit. 

Inuit: Indigenous peoples of the Arctic regions of Canada. Nunavut is their primary 
homeland. 

IRCC: Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada — the federal department 
responsible for immigration and citizenship. 

Judicial Independence: The principle that judges make decisions based on law, free 
from government or political interference. 

Jus Soli: Citizenship by birthplace — being born in Canada generally makes you a 
Canadian citizen. 

Jus Sanguinis: Citizenship by descent — having a Canadian parent can make you a 
citizen by birth abroad. 

Lieutenant-Governor: The King's representative in each province. Performs provincial 
ceremonial duties. 

Loyalists: Colonists who remained loyal to Britain during the American Revolution and 
migrated to Canada. 

Métis: One of the three Aboriginal groups — people of mixed First Nations and 
European (primarily French) ancestry. 

Minority Government: A government holding the most seats in the House of 
Commons but fewer than half the total seats. 

Naturalization: The process by which a non-citizen acquires citizenship of a country 
after meeting requirements. 

Notwithstanding Clause: Section 33 of the Charter — allows governments to override 
certain Charter rights for 5-year periods. 

Oath of Citizenship: The formal pledge taken by new Canadian citizens at the 
citizenship ceremony. 
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Official Languages Act (1969): Federal law establishing English and French as 
Canada's two official languages. 

Parliament: Canada's federal legislature, consisting of the House of Commons 
(elected) and the Senate (appointed). 

Parliamentary Democracy: A system where the government is responsible to and 
must maintain the confidence of the elected legislature. 

Patriation: The 1982 process by which Canada's Constitution was brought under full 
Canadian control, ending the need for British parliamentary approval. 

Peacekeeping: The use of military or police forces to enforce peace agreements. 
Canada has a proud peacekeeping tradition since Lester Pearson proposed the first UN 
peacekeeping force in 1956. 

Permanent Resident (PR): A person who has the right to live and work permanently in 
Canada but is not a citizen. 

Physical Presence: Actual bodily presence in Canada. 1,095 days in the 5-year 
window before applying for citizenship. 

Plains of Abraham: The site of the 1759 battle that determined British control of New 
France. Both generals Wolfe and Montcalm died. 

Prime Minister (PM): Canada's Head of Government. Leader of the party with the most 
seats in the House of Commons. 

Provincial Nominee Program (PNP): Immigration programs run by individual 
provinces to nominate workers and other immigrants who meet their labour market 
needs. 

RCIC: Regulated Canadian Immigration Consultant — a professional licensed by the 
CICC to provide immigration advice. 

Reconciliation: The process of healing and rebuilding the relationship between 
Canada and Indigenous peoples after historical injustices. 

Refugee: A person who has been granted protection in Canada after demonstrating 
they face persecution in their home country. 

Residential Schools: Government-funded boarding schools (1880s–1996) where 
Indigenous children were forcibly separated from families to assimilate them. 

Responsible Government: The principle that the Cabinet must maintain the 
confidence of the elected legislature to govern. 

Royal Assent: Formal approval of a bill by the Governor General, turning it into law. 

Rule of Law: The principle that everyone, including the government, is subject to the 
law. 

Senate: The appointed upper chamber of Parliament. Provides 'sober second thought' 
on legislation. 

Section 35: Constitutional provision (1982) that recognizes and affirms existing 
Aboriginal and treaty rights. 

Statute of Westminster (1931): British legislation that gave Canada full autonomy over 
its own laws. 

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026–2027   |   Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575   |   DreamVisas.com 

Page 85   |   dreamvisas.com   |   © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. 

Supreme Court of Canada: The highest court. Nine judges. Final authority on 
constitutional questions. 

Treaty: A legally binding agreement between the Crown and Indigenous nations. 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC): Commission that documented 
residential school harms and issued 94 Calls to Action in 2015. 

Visible Minority: A Canadian government term for persons, other than Aboriginal 
peoples, who are non-Caucasian in race or non-white in colour. 

Vimy Ridge: The April 1917 WWI battle where the Canadian Corps captured a strategic 
ridge, considered a defining moment in Canadian history. 
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Chapter 17: The Complete Canadian History Timeline 

 

This is the most comprehensive timeline in this guide. Use it as a reference when you 
encounter a date question and want to quickly verify context. Bolded events are high-
frequency test topics. 

 

Year Event Significance 

~15,000+ years ago First peoples arrive in North 
America 

Indigenous peoples establish 
civilizations across the 
continent 

1000 AD Norse explorers reach 
Newfoundland 

First known European 
contact with North America 

1497 John Cabot explores Atlantic 
coast for England 

Establishes England's claim 
to North America 

1534 Jacques Cartier explores St. 
Lawrence for France 

Establishes France's claim; 
names 'Canada' (from 
Iroquoian 'kanata') 

1608 Samuel de Champlain 
founds Quebec City 

First enduring French 
colony; Champlain called 
'Father of New France' 

1610–1611 Henry Hudson explores 
Hudson Bay 

Opens interior trade routes 
for the British 

1642 Ville-Marie (Montreal) 
founded 

Key French settlement; 
becomes fur trade hub 

1670 Hudson's Bay Company 
chartered 

Controls vast territory; key to 
fur trade economy 

1713 Treaty of Utrecht France cedes Acadia (Nova 
Scotia) to Britain 

1755 Deportation of the Acadians British forcibly remove 
French Acadians; thousands 
die or are scattered 

1759 Battle of the Plains of 
Abraham 

British defeat French; Wolfe 
and Montcalm both die; 
British take Quebec 
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Year Event Significance 

1763 Treaty of Paris France cedes all of Canada 
to Britain; end of the Seven 
Years' War in North America 

1774 Quebec Act Protects French language, 
Catholic religion, and civil 
law in Quebec 

1776 American Declaration of 
Independence 

50,000+ Loyalists eventually 
migrate to British North 
America 

1784 New Brunswick becomes 
separate colony 

Created to accommodate 
Loyalist settlers 

1793 Upper Canada abolishes 
slavery 

First jurisdiction in British 
Empire to move toward 
abolition 

1812–1814 War of 1812 US invasion repelled; 
Canadian identity 
strengthened; Laura 
Secord's walk 

1818 49th parallel established as 
border 

Peaceful boundary agreed 
between Canada and the US 
from Lake of the Woods to 
the Rockies 

1837 Rebellions in Upper and 
Lower Canada 

Calls for responsible 
government; leads to the Act 
of Union (1840) 

1848 Responsible government 
achieved in Nova Scotia 

First in British Empire; 
pioneered by Joseph Howe 

1867 Confederation — July 1 Canada created with 4 
provinces; BNA Act; 
Macdonald becomes first PM 

1869–1870 Red River Resistance Métis under Louis Riel resist 
annexation; Manitoba 
created (1870) 

1871 British Columbia joins 
Canada 

Promised a transcontinental 
railway 

1873 Prince Edward Island joins 
Canada 

After being guaranteed a 
communications link and 
debt relief 

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026–2027   |   Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575   |   DreamVisas.com 

Page 88   |   dreamvisas.com   |   © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. 

Year Event Significance 

1876 Indian Act Federal law controlling 
Indigenous peoples' lives; 
reserves; status 

1880 Canada takes over the Arctic 
islands from Britain 

Extends Canadian 
sovereignty to the North 

1883–1885 Canadian Pacific Railway 
built 

Connects east and west; 
Chinese workers key to 
construction 

1885 CPR completed; Last Spike 
driven 

Macdonald's national dream 
fulfilled; spike driven at 
Craigellachie, BC 

1885 Northwest Resistance Riel leads Métis uprising in 
Saskatchewan; defeated; 
Riel hanged for treason 

1885 Chinese Immigration Act $50 head tax on Chinese 
immigrants (raised to $500 in 
1903) 

1896–1911 Wilfrid Laurier era First French-Canadian PM; 
massive immigration to the 
prairies 

1905 Alberta and Saskatchewan 
created 

Prairie provinces carved 
from Northwest Territories 

1914 Canada enters WWI 
(automatically as British 
Dominion) 

Over 600,000 serve; 
60,000+ killed 

1916 Manitoba first province to 
grant women the vote 

Nellie McClung and others 
campaign successfully 

1917 Battle of Vimy Ridge — April 
9-12 

All four Canadian divisions; 
defining national victory 

1917 Conscription Crisis PM Borden's Military Service 
Act divides English and 
French Canada 

1918 Women gain federal vote Through Military Voters Act 
and Wartime Elections Act; 
expanded in 1918 

1919 Winnipeg General Strike Workers protest for better 
conditions; suppressed by 
government force 
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Year Event Significance 

1921 Agnes Macphail: first woman 
elected to Parliament 

Elected as Progressive MP 

1921 Insulin discovered Banting and Best discover 
insulin in Toronto; Nobel 
Prize in 1923 

1923 Chinese Immigration Act 
(Exclusion Act) 

Bans most Chinese 
immigration until 1947; 
called 'Chinese Exclusion 
Act' 

1929 Famous Five win 'Persons 
Case' 

Women declared 'persons' 
under the law; eligible for 
Senate 

1931 Statute of Westminster Canada gains full legal 
independence from Britain 

1939–1945 Canada in WWII PM King; one million+ serve; 
42,000+ killed; D-Day 

1941–1945 Japanese Canadian 
internment 

22,000+ Japanese 
Canadians forcibly relocated; 
property seized 

1944 D-Day — June 6 Canadians assault Juno 
Beach in Normandy 

1945 UN founded Canada is a founding 
member 

1947 Canadian Citizenship Act Canadians become citizens 
of Canada, not just British 
subjects 

1947 Chinese Immigration Act 
repealed 

Chinese Canadians can 
finally sponsor family again 

1949 Newfoundland joins 
Confederation 

The 10th and last province; 
Joey Smallwood leads the 
campaign 

1949 Canada joins NATO Founding member of the 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 

1950–1953 Korean War 26,000+ Canadians serve 
under UN command 
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Year Event Significance 

1956 Suez Crisis / UN 
peacekeeping 

Pearson proposes UN 
Emergency Force; wins 
Nobel Peace Prize (1957) 

1960 Diefenbaker's Bill of Rights First federal human rights 
document (statutory, not 
constitutional) 

1960 Indigenous Canadians gain 
federal vote 

Without losing treaty rights 
— a major civil rights 
milestone 

1962 Tommy Douglas introduces 
medicare in Saskatchewan 

Model for national system 

1963 Bilingualism and 
Biculturalism Commission 

Pearson government; leads 
to Official Languages Act 

1965 New maple leaf flag adopted After national debate; 
replaces Red Ensign 

1967 Centennial celebrations 100 years of Confederation; 
Expo 67 in Montreal 

1967 Points system introduced Race eliminated from 
immigration selection criteria 

1968–1984 Trudeau era (two periods) Charter architect; official 
bilingualism; 
multiculturalism; Just Society 

1969 Official Languages Act French and English both 
official; federal services in 
both languages 

1970 October Crisis FLQ kidnappings; PM 
Trudeau invokes War 
Measures Act in peacetime 

1971 Multiculturalism policy 
adopted 

Canada first country with 
official multiculturalism policy 

1974 French becomes official 
language of Quebec (Bill 22) 

Precursor to Bill 101 

1976 Immigration Act 1976 Modern framework; refugee 
protection formalized 

1977 Quebec Charter of the 
French Language (Bill 101) 

Makes French dominant 
language in Quebec's public 
life 
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Year Event Significance 

1980 O Canada adopted as official 
national anthem 

Previously unofficial since 
1939 

1980 First Quebec referendum on 
sovereignty 

No side wins 59.6% to 
40.4% 

1981 First female Supreme Court 
justice 

Bertha Wilson appointed 

1982 Constitution Act / Charter Patriation; Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms; amending 
formula 

1982 Section 35 Aboriginal and treaty rights 
recognized and affirmed in 
Constitution 

1984 Canada Health Act National standards for 
publicly funded healthcare 

1988 Multiculturalism Act Multiculturalism enshrined in 
federal law 

1988 Japanese Canadian 
internment apology 

PM Mulroney apologizes; 
$12,000 compensation per 
survivor 

1992 Charlottetown Accord 
defeated 

Constitutional reform 
proposal rejected in national 
referendum 

1993 Kim Campbell becomes PM First and so far only female 
Prime Minister of Canada 

1995 Second Quebec referendum Sovereignists lose narrowly: 
50.58% No to 49.42% Yes 

1999 Nunavut created Third territory; homeland of 
the Inuit; Iqaluit is capital 

2000 Clarity Act Sets rules for future Quebec 
separation referendum 

2001 Canada joins post-9/11 
Afghanistan mission 

Longest combat mission in 
Canadian history 

2003 Canada declines to join Iraq 
War 

PM Chrétien refuses without 
UN authorization 

2005 Same-sex marriage 
legalized federally 

Canada becomes 4th 
country in world to legalize 
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Year Event Significance 

2006 Indian Residential Schools 
Settlement 

Largest class action in 
Canadian history; 
compensation and TRC 

2008 Stephen Harper apology for 
residential schools 

Formal federal apology in 
Parliament 

2009 Governor General Michaëlle 
Jean 

Second woman and first 
Black person to serve as GG 
(appointed 2005) 

2015 Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission report 

94 Calls to Action released 

2015 Justin Trudeau elected Liberals win majority; first 
gender-equal Cabinet 

2017 First National Day for Truth 
and Reconciliation declared 

September 30 (federal 
holiday since 2021) 

2019 CUSMA replaces NAFTA New Canada-US-Mexico 
trade agreement 

2021 Discovery of unmarked 
graves 

Hundreds of children's 
remains found at former 
residential school sites 

2021 September 30 becomes 
federal statutory holiday 

National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation 

2022–present Immigration expansion Record immigration targets; 
400,000–500,000+ per year 
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Chapter 18: Provincial Deep-Dive — Know Your 
Province 

 

While the citizenship test primarily focuses on national topics, understanding the basics 
of each province and territory reinforces your overall knowledge of Canada. This 
chapter gives you the key facts for each province and territory that might appear in test 
questions. 

 

Ontario 

Capital: Toronto 

Largest city: Toronto (also Canada's largest city) 

Population: Approximately 15 million (largest province by population) 

Economy: Financial services, manufacturing, technology, government 

Key facts: Parliament of Canada is in Ottawa, Ontario. Home to the CN Tower 
(once world's tallest free-standing structure). Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake Huron all 
border Ontario. 

First Nations history: Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), Anishinaabe (Ojibwe), and many 
other nations 

 

Quebec 

Capital: Quebec City (political capital); Montreal (largest city) 

Population: ~8.8 million (second largest province by population) 

Official language: French (only province with French as sole official language) 

Area: Largest province by land area 

Economy: Hydroelectric power, aluminum smelting, aerospace, IT, film 

Legal system: Civil law (not common law) for private law matters 

Immigration: Quebec selects its own economic immigrants through the Quebec 
Experience Program (PEQ) and others under the Canada-Quebec Accord 

History: Founded by Champlain (1608); Plains of Abraham (1759); Quebec Act 
(1774); Quiet Revolution (1960s); two referendums (1980, 1995) 
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British Columbia 

Capital: Victoria (not Vancouver — a common mistake) 

Largest city: Vancouver 

Economy: Forestry, mining, technology, tourism, film industry ('Hollywood North') 

Geography: Pacific coast; Rocky Mountains; mild climate in the south 

Indigenous history: Hundreds of First Nations with strong cultural traditions; totem 
poles; potlatch 

Immigration: Large Asian immigrant community; BC PNP is one of the most active 

 

Alberta 

Capital: Edmonton 

Largest city: Calgary (financial/business capital) 

Economy: Oil sands, natural gas, agriculture, cattle ranching 

History: Created as a province in 1905; severe drought in the 1930s ('Dirty Thirties') 

Key fact: Alberta has no provincial sales tax (PST) 

 

Saskatchewan 

Capital: Regina 

Economy: Wheat, canola, potash, oil and gas; 'Canada's Breadbasket' 

History: Home of Tommy Douglas (universal healthcare); created as province in 
1905 

 

Manitoba 

Capital: Winnipeg 

Economy: Agriculture, hydroelectric power, manufacturing 

History: Red River Resistance (1869–70); Louis Riel; first province to grant women 
the vote (1916) 

Nickname: The Keystone Province — at the geographical centre of Canada 
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Nova Scotia 

Capital: Halifax 

Economy: Fishing, ocean technology, tourism, Halifax as a major port 

History: One of the four original Confederation provinces; Acadians; Responsible 
Government (1848) 

Key fact: Halifax is one of Canada's major naval bases 

 

New Brunswick 

Capital: Fredericton 

Official languages: BOTH English and French — only officially bilingual province 

Economy: Forestry, fishing, call centres, tourism 

History: Created in 1784 as a separate colony for Loyalists; strong Acadian 
population 

 

Prince Edward Island (PEI) 

Capital: Charlottetown 

Size: Smallest province by area and population 

Economy: Agriculture (potatoes), tourism, lobster fishery 

Key fact: Birthplace of Confederation — the 1864 Charlottetown Conference led to 
Confederation in 1867 

Connection to mainland: Confederation Bridge (opened 1997) — longest bridge 
over ice-covered water 

 

Newfoundland and Labrador 

Capital: St. John's 

History: Last province to join Canada — 1949, after two close referendums; led by 
Joey Smallwood 

Economy: Offshore oil, fishing (cod fishery collapse in 1992 was a major economic 
crisis), tourism 

Geography: The island of Newfoundland plus the mainland region of Labrador 
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Time zone: Newfoundland Standard Time (NST) — unique UTC-3:30 offset, half an 
hour different from Atlantic Time 

 

Yukon 

Capital: Whitehorse 

History: Klondike Gold Rush (1898) brought 100,000+ prospectors; Robert Service 
was the Klondike Poet 

Economy: Mining, tourism, government 

Key fact: Canada's smallest territory by population 

 

Northwest Territories 

Capital: Yellowknife 

Economy: Diamond mining, oil and gas, tourism 

Indigenous history: Majority Indigenous population; many Dene and Inuit 
communities 

Key fact: Before Nunavut was created in 1999, NWT covered much of Arctic 
Canada 

 

Nunavut 

Capital: Iqaluit 

Created: 1999 — carved out of the Northwest Territories 

Population: ~40,000 — most sparsely populated territory; ~85% Inuit 

Economy: Government, subsistence hunting and fishing, mining 

Significance: Canada's newest and largest territory; a major milestone in 
Indigenous self-determination 

Meaning: Nunavut means 'Our Land' in Inuktitut 

 

Canada's Relationship with the United States 

Canada and the United States share the world's longest undefended international 
border — 8,891 km (5,525 miles) including the Alaska border. The relationship is one of 
the closest bilateral relationships in the world: 
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• Canada is the US's largest trading partner 

• The two countries share NORAD (joint air defence) and close intelligence 
relationships 

• Both are founding members of NATO 

• Cultural similarities are strong, but Canada maintains distinct institutions: 
universal healthcare, stricter gun laws, different immigration system, 
constitutional monarchy 

• Canada has refused to follow the US into some military conflicts — notably Iraq 
(2003) 

• Border: The 49th parallel (49th degree of north latitude) forms most of the border 
west of Lake of the Woods 

 

Canada's Relationship with France and Britain 

Canada's relationship with its two founding colonial powers is complex and enduring: 

• Britain: Canada is a Commonwealth realm — the King of Canada is also the King 
of the United Kingdom. Canada follows British legal traditions (common law), 
parliamentary democracy, and maintains Commonwealth ties. 

• France: La Francophonie connects Canada with French-speaking nations. 
Quebec's French heritage is constitutionally protected. France and Canada have 
close cultural and economic ties. 

• Independence: Canada is fully independent. The King acts purely on Canadian 
government advice within Canada. Canada makes all its own foreign, defence, 
and domestic policy decisions. 
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Chapter 19: Extended Practice Q&A — 100 Additional 
Questions 

 

This extended bank covers topics that supplement the main practice chapters. These 
questions go deeper into economics, culture, social programs, geography, and current 
affairs — areas that increasingly appear in citizenship test questions. 

 

Q1. What is the GST in Canada? 
A: The Goods and Services Tax — a federal tax (currently 5%) added to the sale of 
most goods and services in Canada. Some provinces also have HST (Harmonized 
Sales Tax) which combines GST and provincial sales tax. 

Q2. What is the Canadian dollar? 
A: The official currency of Canada, abbreviated as CAD or $. The Bank of Canada is 
the central bank that manages monetary policy. Canadian coins include the toonie ($2), 
loonie ($1), quarter (25¢), dime (10¢), nickel (5¢). The penny was discontinued in 2013. 

Q3. What does 'universal healthcare' mean in Canada? 
A: All Canadian residents are entitled to medically necessary hospital and physician 
services free at the point of use, paid for by taxes. Private payment for covered services 
is generally not permitted. Dental care, prescription drugs, and vision are usually not 
covered and require private insurance or out-of-pocket payment. 

Q4. What is the Bank of Canada? 
A: Canada's central bank, responsible for monetary policy, managing inflation, and 
issuing Canadian currency. It is independent from the government in its operations. 

Q5. What is the CPP (Canada Pension Plan)? 
A: A contributory retirement pension plan funded by employee and employer 
contributions. Most Canadians who work in Canada contribute to CPP and receive 
pension benefits upon retirement, disability, or death. 

Q6. What is EI (Employment Insurance)? 
A: Employment Insurance provides temporary income support to eligible workers who 
lose their jobs through no fault of their own, or who need to take time off for parental 
leave, illness, or other approved reasons. 

Q7. What is OHIP? 
A: The Ontario Health Insurance Plan — Ontario's provincial publicly funded health 
insurance. Other provinces have their own equivalents (e.g., BCMSP in BC, AHCIP in 
Alberta). All cover medically necessary services for residents. 

Q8. How does Canada's electoral system work? 
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A: Canada uses First Past the Post (FPTP) for federal and most provincial elections. 
The country is divided into 338 ridings. Voters choose one MP per riding. The candidate 
with the most votes wins, even without a majority. The party that wins the most ridings 
forms the government. 

Q9. What is a 'by-election'? 
A: A by-election (also called a byelection) is an election held in a single riding to fill a 
vacancy when an MP dies, resigns, or is disqualified between general elections. 

Q10. What are political parties in Canada? 
A: Canada has a multi-party system. The main federal parties are the Liberal Party, the 
Conservative Party, the New Democratic Party (NDP), the Bloc Québécois, and the 
Green Party. Parties present candidates in federal elections and compete for seats in 
the House of Commons. 

Q11. What are the Great Lakes? 
A: Five large freshwater lakes on the border between Canada and the United States: 
Lake Superior, Lake Michigan (entirely in the US), Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake 
Ontario. Together with the St. Lawrence River, they form the Great Lakes–St. Lawrence 
basin. 

Q12. What is the St. Lawrence River? 
A: A major river flowing from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. It was the main 
route for early exploration and settlement. Quebec City and Montreal are on the St. 
Lawrence. It remains a critical shipping route. 

Q13. What is the Canadian Shield? 
A: A massive geological formation of ancient rock covering about half of Canada — 
from the Northwest Territories through northern Quebec and Ontario to Labrador. Rich 
in minerals, forests, and freshwater lakes. Sparsely populated. 

Q14. What are the Rocky Mountains? 
A: A major mountain range along the border of British Columbia and Alberta. Home to 
Banff National Park, Jasper National Park, and many other natural wonders. Among 
Canada's most iconic landscapes. 

Q15. What is the Prairies? 
A: The broad flatlands of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. Canada's agricultural 
heartland — known for wheat, canola, and other crops. Also known as the Great Plains. 

Q16. What is the significance of the CN Tower? 
A: The CN Tower in Toronto was the world's tallest free-standing structure from 1976 to 
2007. It remains the tallest in the Western Hemisphere. It is an iconic symbol of Toronto 
and Canada. 

Q17. What is Banff National Park? 
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A: Canada's first national park, established in 1885 in the Rocky Mountains of Alberta. 
Part of the Canadian Rockies UNESCO World Heritage Site. Known for stunning 
mountain scenery. 

Q18. What is the significance of the Trans-Canada Highway? 
A: The Trans-Canada Highway connects all ten provinces, running approximately 7,800 
km from Victoria, BC to St. John's, Newfoundland — one of the world's longest national 
highways. 

Q19. What is the Indian Act and how has it changed? 
A: The Indian Act (1876) is the primary federal legislation governing First Nations in 
Canada. It originally controlled most aspects of Indigenous life including band 
governance, land, movement, ceremonies (potlatch was banned 1885–1951), and 
voting. While many provisions have been changed, the Act remains in force. Many 
Indigenous peoples and organizations call for its full replacement. 

Q20. What is the Sixties Scoop? 
A: A period (roughly 1960s–1980s) when large numbers of Indigenous children were 
taken from their families and placed with non-Indigenous foster or adoptive families, 
often across Canada or internationally. Another form of forced assimilation, 
acknowledged as harmful. Federal apology issued in 2018. 

Q21. What is UNDRIP? 
A: The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples — a 2007 
international document affirming Indigenous rights to self-determination, lands, culture, 
and governance. Canada initially opposed it, later endorsed it in 2010, and in 2021 
passed the UNDRIP Act to affirm its implementation in Canada. 

Q22. What are the 94 Calls to Action? 
A: Recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2015) calling on 
governments, churches, schools, media, and all Canadians to take concrete steps 
toward reconciliation with Indigenous peoples. They cover healthcare, education, 
justice, language preservation, and more. 

Q23. What is self-government for Indigenous peoples? 
A: The right of Indigenous nations to govern themselves and make decisions about 
matters that affect their communities — including education, health, land management, 
language, and culture. Many modern treaties include self-government provisions. 

Q24. What is the difference between civil and criminal law in Canada? 
A: Criminal law is federal (the Criminal Code of Canada applies nationwide) and 
involves offences against society as a whole — the state prosecutes the accused. Civil 
law involves disputes between private parties (contracts, property, family law) — the 
plaintiff sues the defendant. Quebec uses a Civil Code for private law matters. 

Q25. What is legal aid? 
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A: Subsidized legal services for people who cannot afford a lawyer in serious criminal or 
civil matters. Most provinces have Legal Aid programs. The right to a lawyer (Charter 
Section 10) means Canadians can request legal counsel; legal aid helps ensure access 
for those with limited means. 

Q26. What is the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal? 
A: An independent quasi-judicial body that hears complaints of discrimination under the 
Canadian Human Rights Act in areas of federal jurisdiction. 

Q27. What is the Privacy Commissioner? 
A: An independent officer of Parliament who oversees compliance with federal privacy 
laws (PIPEDA for the private sector and the Privacy Act for the public sector) and 
investigates complaints about privacy violations. 

Q28. What is the Commissioner of Official Languages? 
A: An independent officer of Parliament who oversees the Official Languages Act, 
investigates complaints about language rights violations, and promotes bilingualism in 
federal institutions. 

Q29. What is 'prorogation' of Parliament? 
A: Prorogation is when the Governor General formally ends a session of Parliament on 
the advice of the Prime Minister. Parliament is suspended but not dissolved — MPs 
keep their seats. A new session begins with a Speech from the Throne. 

Q30. What is dissolution of Parliament? 
A: Dissolution formally ends a Parliament and triggers a federal election. It happens 
when a government's term ends (up to 5 years), when the government loses a 
confidence vote, or when the PM requests an election. 

Q31. What is Question Period? 
A: A daily session in the House of Commons (45 minutes) when opposition MPs can 
ask the Prime Minister and Cabinet ministers direct questions. It is one of the most 
visible accountability mechanisms in Parliament. 

Q32. What is a Speech from the Throne? 
A: A formal address read by the Governor General at the opening of a new session of 
Parliament, outlining the government's legislative agenda. It is written by the 
government (PM and Cabinet), not the GG. 

Q33. What is the role of the Whip in Parliament? 
A: Each party has a Whip who is responsible for ensuring party members attend votes 
and vote according to the party line. The Whip manages party discipline and scheduling. 

Q34. What is committee work in Parliament? 
A: Parliamentary committees are smaller groups of MPs (and senators in Senate 
committees) who study bills, conduct studies, and review government activities in detail. 
They can call witnesses, request documents, and recommend amendments. 

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026–2027   |   Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575   |   DreamVisas.com 

Page 102   |   dreamvisas.com   |   © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. 

Q35. Who are some famous Canadian authors? 
A: Margaret Atwood (The Handmaid's Tale), Alice Munro (Nobel Prize for Literature 
2013), Farley Mowat, Michael Ondaatje (The English Patient), Robertson Davies, Lucy 
Maud Montgomery (Anne of Green Gables). 

Q36. Who are some famous Canadian musicians? 
A: Leonard Cohen, Joni Mitchell, Neil Young, Céline Dion, Drake, Shania Twain, Justin 
Bieber, Rush, The Weeknd, Arcade Fire. Canada has an unusually rich musical tradition 
relative to its population. 

Q37. What is the Group of Seven? 
A: A group of Canadian landscape painters who became famous in the 1920s for their 
bold, distinctive paintings of the Canadian wilderness. Members included Lawren Harris, 
Tom Thomson (an influence who died before the group formed), A.Y. Jackson, Arthur 
Lismer, and others. 

Q38. What is the Canada Council for the Arts? 
A: A federal agency that provides grants and support to Canadian artists and arts 
organizations to foster the creation and enjoyment of arts in Canada. 

Q39. What is the CRTC? 
A: The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission — the federal 
regulatory body for broadcasting and telecommunications in Canada. It regulates 
content requirements for Canadian content (CanCon) in broadcasting. 

Q40. What is a potlatch? 
A: A ceremonial feast and gift-giving tradition practiced by many Pacific Northwest 
Indigenous peoples. It is a social, legal, and ceremonial event involving redistribution of 
wealth, affirmation of relationships, and celebration. The Indian Act banned the potlatch 
from 1885 to 1951. 

Q41. What is a totem pole? 
A: A large carved wooden pole created by Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest 
Coast. Totem poles depict family lineage, historical events, and spiritual beings. They 
are important cultural and artistic expressions. 

Q42. What is wampum? 
A: Strings or belts made from shell beads used by eastern Indigenous peoples 
(particularly the Haudenosaunee) as a form of record-keeping, treaty-making, and 
cultural communication. Wampum belts documented agreements between nations. 

Q43. What is pemmican? 
A: A food made by Indigenous peoples of the Prairies, consisting of dried meat mixed 
with fat and often berries. It was an essential food source for long journeys and was 
traded extensively. It became critical to the fur trade. 

Q44. What is Inuktitut? 
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A: The language of the Inuit people, spoken primarily in Nunavut, parts of Quebec 
(Nunavik), and Labrador. It is an official language of Nunavut (along with English and 
French). It has its own writing system called syllabics. 

Q45. What were the Canadian Nursing Sisters? 
A: During WWI, approximately 3,000 Canadian women served as military nurses — the 
first Canadian women to serve in the military. Over 2,500 served in WWII. They were 
commissioned officers in the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps. 

Q46. What was the Dieppe Raid? 
A: August 19, 1942 — a disastrous Allied raid on the French port of Dieppe. Of 
approximately 6,000 troops, nearly 5,000 were Canadian. Casualties were severe — 
over 900 killed and nearly 1,900 taken prisoner. The lessons learned influenced the D-
Day planning. 

Q47. What was the Battle of the Atlantic? 
A: A naval campaign (1939–1945) in which Allied forces, including many Canadian 
ships, protected supply convoys crossing the Atlantic from German U-boats. Canada's 
Royal Canadian Navy grew significantly during the war to defend these vital supply 
lines. 

Q48. What is the role of the Canadian Armed Forces today? 
A: Canada's Armed Forces include the Canadian Army, Royal Canadian Navy, and 
Royal Canadian Air Force. Canada contributes to NATO, UN peacekeeping, NORAD 
(with the US), and disaster response. Military service is voluntary. 

Q49. Who were the 'Last Post' and what is Remembrance Day? 
A: The Last Post is a bugle call played at military funerals and Remembrance Day 
services. On November 11 at 11:00 AM, Canadians observe two minutes of silence to 
honour those who died serving Canada. The date marks the end of WWI fighting 
(1918). 

Q50. What is the significance of hockey in Canada? 
A: Ice hockey is Canada's most beloved sport and winter national sport. The Stanley 
Cup (NHL championship) was first awarded in 1893. Canadian players dominated the 
NHL for decades. Hockey Night in Canada on CBC is iconic. The Montreal Canadiens 
and Toronto Maple Leafs are historic franchises. 

Q51. What is lacrosse's connection to Canada? 
A: Lacrosse was originally played by Indigenous peoples across North America. It was 
declared Canada's national summer sport in 1994. The modern game was codified by 
Canadian James Beers in 1860. 

Q52. What is the Terry Fox story? 
A: Terry Fox lost his right leg to cancer at age 18. In 1980, he began the Marathon of 
Hope — a cross-country run to raise money for cancer research. He ran 143 days and 
5,373 km before the cancer spread to his lungs. He died in 1981 at age 22. The annual 
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Terry Fox Run is one of the world's largest single-day fundraising events for cancer 
research. 

Q53. What are the Canada Games? 
A: A multi-sport competition for Canada's best young amateur athletes, held every two 
years alternating between summer and winter. They are intended to promote national 
unity and develop athletes. 

Q54. What is Canada's relationship with climate and environment? 
A: Canada is home to the world's third-largest boreal forest, the second-largest 
freshwater supply, and vast Arctic wilderness. Canada is a signatory to the Paris 
Agreement on climate change. The Kyoto Protocol was signed by Canada in 1997 
(ratified 2002; withdrew 2011). Environmental protection is a shared federal-provincial 
jurisdiction. 

Q55. What is the significance of the Arctic to Canada? 
A: Canada claims sovereignty over the Arctic Archipelago and the Northwest Passage 
— a sea route through the Arctic Ocean. As Arctic ice diminishes, the Northwest 
Passage is becoming increasingly navigable, raising international questions about 
Canadian sovereignty. Canada, Russia, the US, Norway, and Denmark are the main 
Arctic sovereign nations. 

Q56. What does freedom of religion mean in Canada? 
A: Under Section 2(a) of the Charter, every Canadian has freedom of conscience and 
religion — the right to hold any religious belief, practice that religion, and change or 
have no religion. The government cannot establish an official religion. All religions have 
equal standing under Canadian law. 

Q57. Is Canada a Christian country? 
A: Historically, Christianity has been the dominant religion in Canada, and the Christian 
tradition has shaped many Canadian institutions and holidays. However, Canada is a 
secular state with no established religion. The Charter protects all religions equally. 
Canada is one of the most religiously diverse countries in the world, with significant 
Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Jewish, Buddhist, and Indigenous spiritual communities. 

Q58. What is the Canada Child Benefit (CCB)? 
A: A tax-free monthly benefit for families with children under 18. The amount depends 
on family income and number of children. It replaced multiple earlier programs in 2016. 

Q59. What is Old Age Security (OAS)? 
A: A monthly payment to Canadians 65 and older who meet the residency 
requirements. Unlike CPP, OAS does not require work contributions. High-income 
recipients pay back some OAS through the recovery tax (clawback). 

Q60. What is the Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS)? 
A: An additional monthly benefit for low-income seniors who receive OAS. It provides 
extra financial support to those with limited income. 
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Q61. What is Express Entry? 
A: Canada's primary system for managing applications for federal economic 
immigration programs — Federal Skilled Worker Program (FSWP), Federal Skilled 
Trades Program (FSTP), and Canadian Experience Class (CEC). Candidates create 
profiles; those with the highest Comprehensive Ranking System (CRS) scores receive 
Invitations to Apply (ITA). 

Q62. What is a Provincial Nominee Program (PNP)? 
A: Programs run by individual provinces and territories (except Quebec and Nunavut) to 
nominate immigrants who meet specific local labour market needs. A provincial 
nomination adds 600 CRS points in the Express Entry system, virtually guaranteeing an 
ITA. 

Q63. What is the Temporary Foreign Worker Program? 
A: A federal program that allows Canadian employers to hire foreign workers 
temporarily when no Canadians or permanent residents are available for the position. 
Workers receive a work permit tied to a specific employer and occupation. 

Q64. What is family sponsorship? 
A: Canadian citizens and permanent residents can sponsor certain close relatives to 
become permanent residents of Canada. Sponsors must meet income requirements 
and agree to financially support the sponsored person for a specified period. 

Q65. What is a refugee claim? 
A: A person who is already in Canada and believes they would face persecution if 
returned to their home country can make a refugee claim (asylum claim). The claim is 
heard by the Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB). If accepted, the person can apply 
for permanent residence as a protected person. 

Q66. What is civic engagement? 
A: Active participation in community and government life — voting, volunteering, 
attending public meetings, joining community organizations, running for office, serving 
on school boards, and contributing to civic discussions. 

Q67. What is a jury duty? 
A: Eligible Canadian citizens may be summoned to serve on a jury in criminal or civil 
trials. Jury service is a civic duty; failing to appear without valid reason is an offence. 
Jurors hear evidence and decide on facts in a case. 

Q68. What is volunteering in Canada? 
A: Canada has a very strong culture of volunteerism. Many organizations — hospitals, 
food banks, schools, charities, community events — depend heavily on volunteer 
contributions. Citizenship brings a responsibility to contribute to the community. 

Q69. What is the role of a Member of Parliament (MP)? 
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A: MPs represent their constituents in the House of Commons, participate in debates 
and votes on legislation, scrutinize the government, serve on committees, and help 
constituents navigate federal services. Each MP represents one riding. 

Q70. How can citizens participate in democracy beyond voting? 
A: Write to your MP, participate in public consultations, sign petitions, join advocacy 
groups, run for office, attend town halls, vote in local elections, serve on community 
boards, and stay informed about public affairs. 
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Chapter 20: Your 4-Week Study Plan 

 

Most people give themselves too little time, study the wrong things, or study in a way 
that doesn't match how the test works. This four-week plan is designed for someone 
with about 30–45 minutes per day to study. If you have more time, compress it; if less, 
expand it. 

 

Week 1: Foundation 

Day 1: Read Chapter 1 (How the Test Works) 

Know the test format cold: 20 questions, 30 minutes, 75% pass mark, 18–54 age group. 
Make notes on the six topic areas and their weights. This tells you where to focus your 
energy. 

 

Day 2: Read Chapter 2 (History) — Key Timeline Only 

Don't try to absorb everything. Focus on: Confederation (1867), the Wars (1914–18, 
1939–45), Vimy Ridge, D-Day, the key dates in Chapter 9. Write out the timeline from 
memory after reading. 

 

Day 3: Read Chapter 4 (Government) 

Learn the three branches, the difference between the House and Senate, who the PM 
is, who the GG is. This is a high-frequency topic area — questions about government 
structure appear on almost every test. 

 

Day 4: Read Chapter 3 (Rights & Responsibilities) 

Focus on the Charter sections: Section 2 (fundamental freedoms), Section 15 (equality), 
Section 33 (notwithstanding). Know the difference between citizens' rights and PR 
rights. 

 

Day 5: Read Chapter 5 (Symbols & Geography) 

Memorize the national anthem name, the flag (adopted 1965), national sports (hockey + 
lacrosse), motto, and all 10 provincial capitals. 

 

Day 6: Read Chapter 6 (Indigenous Peoples) 
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Focus on the three groups (First Nations, Métis, Inuit), residential schools (opened 
~1880s, closed 1996, apology 2008), September 30, and Section 35 of the Constitution. 

 

Day 7: Review — Write Out 50 Key Facts from Memory 

Without looking at any notes, write out the 50 things you consider most important from 
the week. Then check yourself against Chapter 9 (100 Must-Know Facts). This reveals 
your gaps. 

 

Week 2: Depth and Practice 

Day 8–9: Chapter 8, Section A — Questions 1–50 

Do all 50 questions without looking at answers. Mark each one. Then read EVERY 
explanation — including the ones you got right. This builds understanding, not just 
correct guesses. 

 

Day 10–11: Chapter 8, Section B — Questions 51–175 

Same approach. Flag every question you got wrong or were unsure about. These 
become your personal 'high priority' list. 

 

Day 12: Chapter 7 (Immigration & Multiculturalism) 

Read the immigration history, the Oath of Citizenship (memorize the key phrases), and 
what multiculturalism means. Canada is a cultural mosaic, not a melting pot. 

 

Day 13: Mock Test 1 (Chapter 10) 

Take Mock Test 1 under timed conditions — 30 minutes, no notes. Score yourself. If 
you scored 15+, you're on track. If below 15, review the topic areas where you missed 
the most questions. 

 

Day 14: Review Week 2 Gaps 

Go back to the topics behind your wrong answers. Read those sections in the main 
chapters again. Don't just re-read the answers — understand the context. 

 

Week 3: Advanced Practice 

Day 15: Chapter 8, Section C — Hard Questions 
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Work through the advanced questions. These are harder than many actual test 
questions — if you can handle these, you're well prepared. 

 

Day 16–17: Chapter 19 — Extended Q&A 

Work through the extended Q&A bank. Focus on economics, social programs, and 
culture questions — areas some candidates overlook. 

 

Day 18: Chapter 16 (Glossary) + Chapter 17 (Timeline) 

Use the glossary as a vocabulary check. Skim the timeline and pause on anything 
unfamiliar. 

 

Day 19: Mock Test 2 (Chapter 11) 

Another timed test. Track your score. Are you consistently above 15? If yes, focus on 
the topics you still miss. If no, identify the specific chapters to re-read. 

 

Day 20: Chapter 2 — Key People Deep Dive 

Review the people table in Chapter 2 and the people table in Chapter 9. Test yourself: 
cover the right column and see if you can identify each person's significance from their 
name alone. 

 

Day 21: Full Review — All Chapter Summaries 

Read only the h2 summaries and bullet points in each chapter (not the full body text). 
This is your 'skimming pass.' It reinforces what you already know and flags remaining 
gaps. 

 

Week 4: Consolidation 

Day 22–23: Mock Test 3 (Chapter 12) — Hard Mode 

Take the hard mock test. These questions require deeper understanding. After 
completing it, read every explanation carefully, even for questions you got right. 
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Day 24: Chapter 18 (Provinces) 

Review the provincial profiles. Know the capital cities (including Victoria for BC — not 
Vancouver). Know which province is the only bilingual one (New Brunswick). Know the 
Birthplace of Confederation (Charlottetown, PEI). 

 

Day 25–26: Re-do All Three Mock Tests 

Without looking at your previous scores. Time yourself. You should be scoring 17–20/20 
by this point. If not, identify remaining weak areas. 

 

Day 27: Chapter 9 — 100 Must-Know Facts 

Read this chapter three times in a row. It should take 20 minutes. Then close the book 
and write down as many facts as you can. This is your final consolidation exercise. 

 

Day 28 (Day Before Test): Light Review Only 

Do NOT try to learn anything new the day before your test. Read through Chapter 9 
once. Review your personal 'gap list' from your wrong-answer flags. Get a good night's 
sleep. Eat breakfast on test day. 

 

On Test Day 

• Arrive early (or log in early for online tests) 

• Bring your Notice to Appear and required ID 

• Read each question carefully — multiple choice questions sometimes have 
'traps' in similar-sounding options 

• Answer every question — there is no penalty for guessing 

• If you're unsure, eliminate obviously wrong answers first and make your best 
educated guess 

• Check your answers if time allows — but trust your first instinct on most 
questions 

• Pass mark is 15/20. You can get 5 questions wrong and still pass. 
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After You Submit 

Results are usually communicated the same day or shortly after for online tests. If you 
pass, you will receive information about your citizenship ceremony. If you need a retest 
or interview, IRCC will contact you with next steps. Either way, your application 
continues processing. 
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Bonus Chapter A: Discover Canada — Ultra-
Condensed Master Summary 

 

If you only read one chapter, read this one. Everything from the official 
Discover Canada guide condensed into keyword summaries, memory 
tables, and 1-page revision sheets. 

 

Module 1: The Founding Peoples 

Group Key Points Exam Keywords 

Indigenous Peoples First inhabitants; 3 groups: 
First Nations, Métis, Inuit; 
treaties; residential schools; 
Section 35 protects rights 

Aboriginal rights, TRC, 
reconciliation 

French Settlers Champlain 1608; Quebec 
City; Catholic; Civil Law; 
Acadians expelled 1755; 
Quebec Act 1774 

Francophone, distinct 
society, official language 

British Settlers 1763 Treaty of Paris; 
Loyalists 1776; responsible 
government 1848; 
Confederation 1867 

Constitutional monarchy, 
common law, Westminster 

Immigrants 1867-present; points system 
1967; multiculturalism 1971; 
cultural mosaic 

Diversity, mosaic, integration 

 

Module 2: History Timeline — 1-Page Revision Sheet 

Era Key Events Must-Know Date 

Pre-European Indigenous civilizations; 
trade networks; distinct 
cultures across continent 

15,000+ years 

Exploration Cabot 1497 (England); 
Cartier 1534 (France); 
Champlain 1608 Quebec 
City 

1608 
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Era Key Events Must-Know Date 

Colonial Era French-English rivalry; 1759 
Plains of Abraham; 1763 
Treaty of Paris; Loyalists 
1776 

1759, 1763, 1776 

Confederation BNA Act; July 1, 1867; 4 
provinces; Macdonald first 
PM; CPR 1885 

July 1, 1867 

Nation Building Prairies settled; WWI 1914-
18; Vimy Ridge 1917; 
women vote 1918 

1917 (Vimy), 1918 (women 
vote) 

Independence Statute Westminster 1931; 
WWII 1939-45; D-Day 1944; 
Citizenship Act 1947 

1931, 1944 

Modern Rights Charter 1982; Official 
Languages 1969; 
Multiculturalism 1971; 
Nunavut 1999 

1982 (Charter), 1999 
(Nunavut) 

 

Module 3: Rights & Freedoms — 1-Page Revision Sheet 

Charter Section What It Covers Key Words for Exam 

Section 2 Fundamental Freedoms Religion, expression, 
assembly, association 

Section 3 Democratic Rights Vote, run for office, elections 
every 5 years max 

Section 6 Mobility Rights Live/work anywhere in 
Canada; enter/leave Canada 

Section 7 Legal Rights - Life Life, liberty, security of the 
person 

Section 8 Legal Rights - Search No unreasonable search or 
seizure 

Section 10 Legal Rights - Lawyer Right to retain and instruct 
counsel on arrest 

Section 15 Equality Rights No discrimination by race, 
sex, age, disability, religion 

Section 33 Notwithstanding Clause Governments can override 
some rights for 5 years 
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Module 4: Government Structure — 1-Page Revision Sheet 

Who Title/Role How 
Appointed/Elected 

Key Power 

King Charles III Head of State Hereditary monarch Symbolic; 
represented by GG 

Governor General King's rep in Canada Appointed by King 
on PM's advice 

Royal Assent; 
appoints PM 

Prime Minister Head of Government Leader of majority 
party (convention) 

Leads Cabinet; sets 
policy 

Cabinet Ministers Run departments Appointed by GG on 
PM's advice 

Execute policy; 
introduce bills 

MPs (338) Elected reps Elected by voters in 
each riding 

Pass laws; hold govt 
accountable 

Senators (105) Appointed reviewers Appointed by GG on 
PM's advice 

Review legislation 
(sober 2nd thought) 

Lt. Governors (10) King's rep in 
province 

Appointed by King 
on PM's advice 

Provincial Royal 
Assent 

Premiers (10) Provincial head of 
govt 

Leader of majority in 
provincial legislature 

Run provincial 
government 

 

Module 5: Geography — 1-Page Provincial Capital Sheet 

Province/Territory Capital One Must-Know Fact 

Ontario Toronto Largest province by 
population; Ottawa is federal 
capital 

Quebec Quebec City French majority; largest 
province by area; 2 
referendums 

BC Victoria NOT Vancouver — common 
trick question; Pacific coast 

Alberta Edmonton Oil sands; no PST; Calgary 
is financial hub 

Saskatchewan Regina Wheat belt; Tommy Douglas; 
universal healthcare model 
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Province/Territory Capital One Must-Know Fact 

Manitoba Winnipeg First province to give women 
vote (1916); Red River 
history 

Nova Scotia Halifax Founding province; major 
navy base; Acadians 

New Brunswick Fredericton ONLY officially bilingual 
province 

PEI Charlottetown Smallest province; Birthplace 
of Confederation (1864) 

Newfoundland & Labrador St. John's Last province (1949); unique 
time zone (UTC-3:30) 

Yukon Whitehorse Gold Rush; Klondike; Robert 
Service 

NWT Yellowknife Diamonds; Indigenous 
majority; pre-Nunavut Arctic 
territory 

Nunavut Iqaluit Newest territory (1999); Inuit 
homeland; means 'Our Land' 

 

Module 6: Symbols & Culture — Flash Card Sheet 

Symbol Detail Year/Origin 

Maple Leaf Flag Red & white; single 11-point 
red maple leaf 

1965 

O Canada National anthem; English & 
French 

Composed 1880; official 
1980 

RCMP Red Serge Iconic uniform of federal 
police 

1873 (force founded) 

Beaver Early symbol; fur trade 
heritage 

Historical 

Maple Leaf National symbol; on flag and 
coins 

Historical 

National Motto A Mari Usque Ad Mare 
(From Sea to Sea) 

1867 
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Symbol Detail Year/Origin 

Winter Sport Ice hockey — national winter 
sport 

Stanley Cup since 1893 

Summer Sport Lacrosse — national 
summer sport 

1994 (formally designated) 

Canada Day July 1 — Confederation 
anniversary 

1867 (celebrated as holiday 
1879) 

Remembrance Day November 11 — honour 
fallen soldiers 

1931 (federal holiday) 

 

Module 7: Economy Keywords 

• G7 member — one of 7 major world economies 

• Trading partners — US is #1 (CUSMA/USMCA since 2020) 

• Major industries: oil/gas (Alberta), hydro (Quebec/BC/Manitoba), wheat 
(Saskatchewan), mining, forestry, finance (Ontario), technology 

• Bank of Canada — central bank; manages monetary policy and inflation 

• Currency — Canadian dollar (CAD); loonie = $1 coin, toonie = $2 coin 

• Welfare state — universal healthcare, CPP, OAS, EI, Canada Child Benefit 

• Tax system — federal + provincial income tax; GST/HST; property tax 
(municipal) 

 

Module 8: Indigenous Peoples — Condensed Revision 

Topic Key Points 

Three Groups First Nations (most numerous; hundreds of 
distinct nations); Métis (mixed FN/European; 
Red River/Manitoba roots; Louis Riel); Inuit 
(Arctic; Nunavut; Inuktitut language) 

Pre-Contact Complex civilizations; governance; trade 
networks; 15,000+ years of history 

Residential Schools 1880s–1996; forcible separation; cultural 
destruction; called 'cultural genocide' by 
TRC; apology 2008; unmarked graves 
discovered 2021 
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Topic Key Points 

Treaties Legal agreements between Crown and 
Indigenous nations; ongoing obligations; 
numbered treaties 1871–1921; modern 
treaties ongoing 

Rights Section 35 (1982) recognizes Aboriginal and 
treaty rights; TRC 94 Calls to Action (2015); 
UNDRIP Act (2021); September 30 = Truth 
and Reconciliation Day 

Cultural items Totem poles (Pacific Northwest); potlatch 
(banned 1885–1951); wampum (Eastern 
nations); pemmican (Plains) 
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Bonus Chapter B: The 50 Most Repeated Citizenship 
Test Questions 

 

These 50 questions appear with the highest frequency on the Canadian citizenship test. 
Memorize these first. If you know all 50 cold — you will pass your test. 

 

# Question Answer 

1 When did Canada become a 
country? 

July 1, 1867 

2 Who was Canada's first 
Prime Minister? 

Sir John A. Macdonald 

3 What is Canada's capital 
city? 

Ottawa, Ontario 

4 What are Canada's two 
official languages? 

English and French 

5 What year was the Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms 
adopted? 

1982 

6 What is the pass mark for 
the citizenship test? 

75% (15/20) 

7 How many questions are on 
the citizenship test? 

20 questions 

8 How many days of physical 
presence are required for 
citizenship? 

1,095 days in 5 years 

9 Who is Canada's Head of 
State? 

The King of Canada (King 
Charles III) 

10 Who is Canada's Head of 
Government? 

The Prime Minister 

11 What does the Governor 
General do? 

Represents the King in 
Canada 

12 What are Canada's national 
sports? 

Ice hockey (winter) and 
lacrosse (summer) 

13 What is the motto of 
Canada? 

A Mari Usque Ad Mare 
(From Sea to Sea) 
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# Question Answer 

14 When was the Canadian flag 
adopted? 

1965 

15 What is Canada's national 
anthem? 

O Canada 

16 What is the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge? 

A 1917 WWI victory where 
all four Canadian divisions 
captured a strategic ridge — 
Canada's defining military 
moment 

17 Who were the Famous Five? Five women led by Emily 
Murphy who won recognition 
of women as 'persons' in 
1929 

18 What are the three groups of 
Aboriginal peoples? 

First Nations, Métis, and 
Inuit 

19 When did residential schools 
close? 

1996 (last school) 

20 What date is the National 
Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation? 

September 30 

21 What does Section 15 of the 
Charter protect? 

Equality rights — no 
discrimination 

22 How many senators are in 
the Canadian Senate? 

105 

23 How many MPs are in the 
House of Commons? 

338 

24 What is the only officially 
bilingual province? 

New Brunswick 

25 What is the birthplace of 
Confederation? 

Charlottetown, Prince 
Edward Island 

26 Who invented the 
telephone? 

Alexander Graham Bell 
(Brantford, Ontario, 1876) 

27 Who discovered insulin? Frederick Banting and 
Charles Best (Toronto, 1921) 

28 What is the Statute of 
Westminster (1931)? 

Legislation that gave 
Canada full independence 
from Britain 
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# Question Answer 

29 When did Newfoundland join 
Canada? 

1949 

30 Who was Tommy Douglas? Father of universal 
healthcare in Canada; 
introduced public health 
insurance in Saskatchewan 
in 1962 

31 What was D-Day? June 6, 1944 — Allied 
invasion of Normandy, 
France; Canadians stormed 
Juno Beach 

32 When did women gain the 
federal vote in Canada? 

1918 

33 What is the Notwithstanding 
Clause? 

Section 33 — allows 
governments to override 
certain Charter rights for 5-
year periods 

34 What is the capital of British 
Columbia? 

Victoria (NOT Vancouver) 

35 What is the capital of 
Quebec? 

Quebec City (NOT Montreal) 

36 What is the capital of 
Ontario? 

Toronto 

37 What was Nunavut created 
from and when? 

Carved out of the Northwest 
Territories in 1999; Inuit 
homeland 

38 What is Canada's Official 
Languages Act? 

1969 law making English 
and French official 
languages of Canada 

39 What is the Canadian 
Multiculturalism Act? 

1988 law enshrining 
Canada's multiculturalism 
policy in federal law 

40 Who was Lester B. 
Pearson? 

14th PM; Nobel Peace Prize 
winner for proposing UN 
peacekeeping; championed 
the new flag 

41 Who was Kim Campbell? 19th PM; Canada's first and 
only female Prime Minister 
(1993) 
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# Question Answer 

42 What is the role of the 
Senate? 

Review and provide sober 
second thought on 
legislation passed by the 
House of Commons 

43 What is RCMP? Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police — Canada's national 
police force, known for red 
serge uniforms 

44 How are senators chosen? Appointed by the Governor 
General on the advice of the 
Prime Minister, serve until 
age 75 

45 What is the Oath of 
Citizenship? 

Formal pledge of allegiance 
to the King, his heirs, and 
successors, and the laws of 
Canada 

46 Who must take the 
citizenship knowledge test? 

Citizenship applicants aged 
18 to 54 

47 What is the Clarity Act? Federal law (2000) requiring 
a clear referendum question 
and clear majority for 
Canada to negotiate Quebec 
separation 

48 What is Canada Day? July 1 — celebration of 
Confederation (1867), when 
Canada became a country 

49 What is Remembrance Day? November 11 — Canadians 
honour fallen soldiers with 2 
minutes of silence at 11:00 
AM 

50 What does reconciliation 
mean in Canada? 

The process of healing and 
rebuilding the relationship 
between Canada and 
Indigenous peoples, 
acknowledging historical 
injustices and working 
toward a better future 
together 
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Bonus Chapter C: Memory Hacks for Dates, Capitals & 
Key Facts 

 

Memory techniques make a significant difference in test preparation. These hacks are 
specifically designed for the types of facts that appear on the Canadian citizenship test. 

 

Dates Memory System — The 'Number Story' Technique 

Instead of memorizing isolated dates, build a story that links them: 

 

The Story: 'In 1867 Canada was BORN. In 1917 Canada GREW UP (Vimy). In 1931 
Canada became INDEPENDENT (Statute). In 1982 Canada got its own RULES 
(Charter). In 1999 Canada got its newest PIECE (Nunavut).' 

 

The CRITICAL DATES Mnemonic: '67-17-31-82-99' 

• 67 = 1867 = Confederation (Canada born) 

• 17 = 1917 = Vimy Ridge (Canada proved itself) 

• 31 = 1931 = Statute of Westminster (Canada fully independent) 

• 82 = 1982 = Charter of Rights (Canada's supreme law) 

• 99 = 1999 = Nunavut (Canada's newest territory) 

 

Memorize these five years and what they represent. They cover 60–70% of date-based 
test questions. 

 

Provincial Capitals — The 'West to East' Method 

Learn the capitals in geographic order from west to east — it's easier to remember in 
sequence: 

Province (W→E) Capital Memory Hook 

BC Victoria Queen Victoria = British 
Columbia (most 'British' 
province) 
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Province (W→E) Capital Memory Hook 

Alberta Edmonton Edmonton = 'Ed' is in the 
NORTH of Alberta (Calgary 
is south) 

Saskatchewan Regina Regina = Royal (Regina is 
Latin for queen — fits 
'Regina' sounds regal) 

Manitoba Winnipeg Win-nipeg = WIN-ter capital 
of Canada (coldest major 
city) 

Ontario Toronto Toronto = Tallest (CN 
Tower) — the dominant 
Ontario city 

Quebec Quebec City Quebec City is the OLD city 
(historic walls, European 
feel) 

Nova Scotia Halifax Halifax = Half + fax (sends 
half the fish from the sea — 
fishing port) 

New Brunswick Fredericton Fred is a NEW friend in 
NEW Brunswick 

PEI Charlottetown Charlottetown had a 
MEETING (1864 
conference) — hosted 
Confederation 

Newfoundland St. John's St. John's = First place in 
North America to see the 
sunrise (easternmost) 

 

The TRICK CAPITALS — The Three Surprises 

These three fool candidates most often: 

• British Columbia capital = VICTORIA (not Vancouver — Vancouver is bigger but 
Victoria is capital) 

• Quebec capital = QUEBEC CITY (not Montreal — Montreal is bigger but Quebec 
City is capital) 

• Alberta capital = EDMONTON (not Calgary — Calgary is bigger but Edmonton is 
capital) 
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Trick: In three Canadian provinces, the SMALLER city is the capital, not the largest city. 
Remember: British Columbia, Quebec, and Alberta all have 'surprise' capitals. 

 

Key People — The 'First' Memory System 

Many high-frequency test questions ask about 'firsts.' Memorize this list: 

'First' Category Person Memory Hook 

First PM of Canada Sir John A. Macdonald 'A' for first — John A. = No. 1 

First French-Canadian PM Sir Wilfrid Laurier Laurier → sounds like 'L'or' 
(gold in French) = first 
gold/prize for French 
Canada 

First female PM Kim Campbell Kim = feminine name = 
female PM 

First female magistrate in 
British Empire 

Emily Murphy Emily = Famous Five leader 

First woman elected to 
federal Parliament 

Agnes Macphail Agnes = 1921 — 'a' for 'after 
the vote was won in 1918' 

First Nobel Peace Prize 
(PM) 

Lester B. Pearson Pearson → PEACE-son → 
Nobel Peace Prize 

 

Charter Rights — The 'ABC' Memory System 

Map the Charter sections to memorable associations: 

• S.2 = 2 = FREEDOM (two things: freedom OF religion and freedom FROM 
restraint — the most fundamental) 

• S.3 = 3 = VOTE (3 letters in 'vot-e' → democratic voting rights) 
• S.6 = 6 = MOVE (6 letters in 'mobile' → mobility rights, move anywhere in 

Canada) 

• S.7 = 7 = LUCKY (lucky to be alive: right to LIFE, liberty, security) 

• S.8 = 8 = PRIVATE (Section 8 = no unreasonable SEARCH — your private 
space protected) 

• S.15 = EQUALITY (fifteen = equal balance — equality rights section) 

• S.33 = OVERRIDE (33 = basketball ref → refs can override a call = governments 
can override some rights) 
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Key Wars — The 'WWII vs WWI' Comparison Table 

Feature WWI (1914–1918) WWII (1939–1945) 

Key Battle Vimy Ridge (1917) Juno Beach / D-Day (1944) 

Canadian Deaths 60,000+ 42,000+ 

Entry Automatic (as British 
Dominion) 

Independent declaration 

PM Robert Borden William Lyon Mackenzie 
King 

Legacy Canadian identity; full 
autonomy demand 

Canadian full independence 
proven 

Home controversy Conscription Crisis (1917) Japanese Canadian 
internment (1941–45) 

 

Indigenous Groups Memory Tool 

The '3-Word' system: 

• FIRST Nations = FIRST inhabitants of Canada = oldest presence = hundreds of 
nations 

• MÉTIS = MIDDLE = mixed (First Nations + European) = the 'in between' group 

• INUIT = ICE = Arctic = 'Inuit' means 'the people' in Inuktitut 

 

The Founding Fathers of Confederation — The 'MAC' System 

Three most important names — memorize these three before anyone else: 

• MAC-donald — Sir John A. Macdonald — FIRST PM — Conservative 

• MAC-Cartier — Sir George-Étienne Cartier — Quebec's representative — 
ensured French Canada joined 

• MAC-Tilley — Sir Samuel Leonard Tilley — suggested the name 'Dominion' 
(from Psalm 72:8) 

 

Quick Acronyms 

• RCMP = Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

• GG = Governor General 

• PM = Prime Minister 
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• MP = Member of Parliament 

• TRC = Truth and Reconciliation Commission 

• IRCC = Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada 

• CICC = College of Immigration and Citizenship Consultants 

• BNA Act = British North America Act (1867) 

• NDP = New Democratic Party 

• CPR = Canadian Pacific Railway 
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Bonus Chapter D: Top 20 Mistakes Candidates Make 
— And How to Avoid Them 

 

After helping thousands of clients prepare for the citizenship test, I have identified the 
20 mistakes that most often cause candidates to lose marks — or fail. Every one of 
these is avoidable with the right preparation. 

 

# Mistake How to Avoid It 

1 Victoria vs Vancouver Candidates confuse BC's 
CAPITAL (Victoria) with its 
largest city (Vancouver). 
Victoria is the capital. This 
appears on tests. 

2 Quebec City vs Montreal Quebec's CAPITAL is 
Quebec City. Montreal is the 
largest city. Always the 
capital, not the largest city. 

3 Edmonton vs Calgary Alberta's CAPITAL is 
Edmonton. Calgary is larger 
and better known, but 
Edmonton is the capital. 

4 GG vs PM The Governor General is 
Head of STATE 
(ceremonial). The Prime 
Minister is Head of 
GOVERNMENT (actual 
power). This is heavily 
tested. 

5 Head of State vs Head of 
Government 

King = Head of State. Prime 
Minister = Head of 
Government. GG = King's 
representative. Confusing 
these three loses marks. 

6 How senators are chosen Senators are NOT elected. 
They are APPOINTED by 
the Governor General on the 
advice of the Prime Minister. 
Serve until age 75. 
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# Mistake How to Avoid It 

7 Physical presence 
calculation 

1,095 days in the 5 years 
BEFORE the application 
date — not the citizenship 
ceremony date. Days 
outside Canada count as 
zero, regardless of reason. 

8 Who takes the test Ages 18–54. NOT everyone. 
Seniors 55+ are EXEMPT 
from the test AND language 
requirement. Under-18s do 
not take the test either. 

9 Confusing Confederation 
date with Charter date 

1867 = Confederation 
(Canada created). 1982 = 
Charter of Rights adopted. 
Both are critical dates — 
knowing which is which 
prevents errors. 

10 Canada's national sports Ice hockey = WINTER 
national sport. Lacrosse = 
SUMMER national sport. 
Many candidates know 
hockey but forget lacrosse. 

11 The Notwithstanding Clause 
direction 

Section 33 can override 
CERTAIN Charter rights — 
not all of them. It cannot 
override democratic rights or 
mobility rights. The override 
lasts 5 years and can be 
renewed. 

12 Who proposed UN 
peacekeeping 

Lester B. Pearson proposed 
the first UN peacekeeping 
force (Suez Crisis, 1956). He 
won the Nobel Peace Prize 
— not the Governor General 
or the PM at the time. 

13 When residential schools 
closed 

The LAST residential school 
closed in 1996 — not 1982, 
not 1970. The apology came 
in 2008. The TRC report in 
2015. 

14 September 30 holiday September 30 is the National 
Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation — NOT 
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# Mistake How to Avoid It 

November 11 
(Remembrance Day). A very 
common mix-up. 

15 Famous Five details They won the 'Persons 
Case' in 1929 — recognizing 
women as 'persons' eligible 
for Senate appointment. Led 
by Emily Murphy. NOT about 
voting rights (women got the 
federal vote in 1918). 

16 Canada's first female PM Kim Campbell — 19th Prime 
Minister, 1993. She was 
NOT elected to the position 
in a general election; she 
became PM when Brian 
Mulroney resigned, then lost 
the 1993 election. 

17 Battle of Vimy Ridge date April 9–12, 1917 (WWI). 
NOT WWII. Canada 
captured it — other Allied 
forces had failed. All four 
Canadian divisions fought 
together for the first time. 

18 Juno Beach vs Vimy Ridge Juno Beach = D-Day = June 
6, 1944 = WWII. Vimy Ridge 
= April 1917 = WWI. Both 
are Canadian military 
milestones — but in 
DIFFERENT wars. 

19 Official Languages Act vs 
Charter 

Official Languages Act = 
1969 (federal statute). 
Charter language rights 
(Section 16–23) = 1982 
(constitutional protection). 
Both protect language rights 
but at different legal levels. 

20 Tax filing vs citizenship 
obligation 

You must file a Canadian tax 
return every year. This is 
both a legal obligation AND 
a right (you access benefits 
through tax filing). Many new 
Canadians don't realize 
failing to file is an offence. 
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The Overall Pattern 

Looking at these 20 mistakes together, three patterns emerge: 

 

Pattern 1: 'Biggest vs Capital' confusion 

Three provinces have a larger city that is NOT the capital (BC, Quebec, Alberta). Learn: 
Victoria, Quebec City, Edmonton — and know they are capitals, not the famous big 
cities. 

 

Pattern 2: 'Who does what' in government 

The King, Governor General, and Prime Minister are three different people with three 
different roles. The GG is NOT the Head of Government. The PM is NOT the Head of 
State. Get this crystal clear. 

 

Pattern 3: 'Which year for which event' 

1867 (Confederation), 1917 (Vimy), 1918 (women vote), 1931 (independence), 1982 
(Charter), 1999 (Nunavut). Candidates mix these up under pressure. Drill them until 
they are automatic. 
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Bonus Chapter E: From PR to Citizenship — Real 
Cases & Insider Advice 

 

In 25 years of immigration consulting, I have seen every scenario. This chapter shares 
real-world situations — the cases that taught me what the rules actually mean in 
practice. 

 

Case 1: The Frequent Traveller 

Ravi became a PR in 2019. His job required international travel — 60+ days per year 
outside Canada. By 2024, he wanted to apply for citizenship. He assumed he 
qualified because he 'basically lived in Canada.' But when he counted his days, he 
had 1,031 days — 64 short of the 1,095 requirement. 

 

The lesson: Count your days BEFORE you apply. Use IRCC's official Physical 
Presence Calculator at canada.ca. Do not estimate. Work trips, vacations, family visits 
abroad — every day outside Canada counts as zero. 

 

Ravi waited another 8 months, tracked his days carefully, and applied when he 
genuinely met the requirement. He passed his test on the first attempt. 

 

Case 2: The Mature Applicant 

Mrs. Sharma arrived in Canada at age 57 to be close to her daughter. Her daughter 
had sponsored her as a parent. After three years as a PR, she wanted to apply for 
citizenship. She was worried about the language test and the knowledge test. 

 

The good news: At age 57 (and at application, she was 60), Mrs. Sharma qualified for 
the senior exemption. Applicants who are 55 or older at the time of application are 
exempt from both the knowledge test AND the language requirement. 

 

The lesson: Know your exemptions. Many mature applicants delay applying because 
they fear the test — not realizing they may not need to take it. If you will be 55 or older 
when you apply, check the exemption criteria carefully. 
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Case 3: The Study-Abroad Student Path 

Priya came to Canada as an international student in 2017. She studied for 3 years, 
graduated, and then got a Post-Graduate Work Permit. After 2 years on PGWP, she 
applied for PR through the Canadian Experience Class. Then after 3 years as a PR, 
she applied for citizenship. 

 

The physical presence calculation: Her 3 years as a student (1,095 days) counted at 
half-value — 547.5 days (capped at 365 days maximum credit). Her 2 years on PGWP 
(730 days) counted at half-value — 365 days. Her 3 years as a PR (1,095 days) 
counted at full value. Total: 365 + 365 + 1,095 = 1,825 days. 

 

She qualified easily. The lesson: If you spent time in Canada as a temporary resident 
(student, worker, visitor) before getting PR, you may get credit — up to 365 days 
maximum. Count it all properly. 

 

Case 4: The Test Failure and Recovery 

Ahmed was confident. He'd lived in Canada for six years, spoke English fluently, and 
considered himself well-informed. He didn't study seriously. He failed his first test — 
scored 13/20, just below the 15/20 pass mark. 

 

What tripped him up: He knew Canada broadly but not the specific testable facts — the 
year of Confederation, the name of the Statute of Westminster, which province was first 
to give women the vote, what the Notwithstanding Clause does. These are not things 
you know from living in Canada — you have to study them. 

 

Ahmed studied properly using a structured guide for three weeks. He passed his 
second test with 19/20. 

 

The lesson: Intelligence and life experience do not substitute for specific factual 
knowledge. The test is a knowledge test — it requires studying specific, testable facts. 
Overconfidence is a significant risk. 
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Case 5: The Family Applying Together 

The Patel family — parents (ages 44 and 41) and two children (ages 16 and 9) — all 
applied together. The parents would take the test. The children would be included in 
the parents' application. 

 

The children did not take the knowledge test. At the citizenship ceremony, the 16-year-
old said the oath with support; the 9-year-old said a simplified version. 

 

The key consideration: All family members must have met the physical presence 
requirement. The children had, because they had been in Canada for years. A child who 
spent extended time outside Canada (e.g., studying abroad) might not qualify, even if 
the parents do. 

 

The lesson: Check each family member's physical presence individually. Do not assume 
everyone qualifies just because the main applicant does. 

 

Insider Observations: What the Test Really Measures 

After years of helping clients prepare, I want to share something honest: 

 

The citizenship test is not designed to be a barrier. IRCC genuinely wants qualified 
applicants to pass. The test has only 20 questions, with a pass mark of 75% — meaning 
you can get 5 wrong and still pass. 

 

The test is designed to ensure that new Canadians have a baseline understanding of: 
how Canada was built, how its government works, what rights and responsibilities 
citizenship brings, and the history of Indigenous peoples. 

 

These are not arbitrary facts. They are the foundations of informed citizenship. Knowing 
that Canada was confederated in 1867 matters because it explains the country's 
structure. Knowing about residential schools matters because reconciliation is an 
ongoing national commitment that new citizens are invited to participate in. 
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Study this material not just to pass a test — but to understand the country you are 
choosing. That understanding will make you a more engaged, more informed, and more 
connected Canadian. 

 

Good luck on your test — and welcome to Canada. 

 

— Manoj Palwe, RCIC R422575 | DreamVisas.com 
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Bonus Chapter F: 7-Day Crash Course Study Plan 

 

Your test is in 7 days and you haven't studied yet. Here's exactly what to 
do — 45–60 minutes per day. 

 

Day Focus Area What to Read/Do Goal 

Day 1 Government & 
People 

Chapter 4 
(Government) + 
Chapter 9 (Facts: 
People section) 

Know who does 
what: King, GG, PM, 
MPs, Senators 

Day 2 History Timeline Chapter 2 (History) + 
Bonus C (Memory 
Hacks — dates) 

Memorize: 1867, 
1917, 1931, 1982, 
1999 + key people 

Day 3 Rights & Symbols Chapter 3 (Charter) 
+ Chapter 5 
(Symbols) 

Know Charter 
sections 
2,3,6,7,15,33 + 
national symbols 

Day 4 Indigenous + 
Geography 

Chapter 6 
(Indigenous) + 
Chapter 5 
(Provinces/Capitals) 

Know 3 Aboriginal 
groups; TRC; 13 
capitals (watch BC, 
QC, AB) 

Day 5 Intensive Practice Bonus B (Top 50 
Questions) + Mock 
Test 1 (Chapter 10) 

Score yourself; 
identify weak spots; 
re-read those 
sections 

Day 6 Weak Areas + More 
Practice 

Review chapters 
covering your Day 5 
wrong answers + 
Mock Test 2 

Target: 17+ on Mock 
Test 2 

Day 7 Final Review Only Bonus D (Top 20 
Mistakes) + Chapter 
9 (All 100 Facts) — 
Read, don't study 

Reinforce; don't 
learn new things; 
relax and sleep well 
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7-Day Emergency Tips 

• DO NOT read all of Discover Canada — it's 68 pages of dense text. Use this 
guide's summaries instead. 

• DO memorize the 50 most repeated questions (Bonus B) — these alone give you 
a very high probability of passing. 

• DO pay special attention to the Top 20 Mistakes (Bonus D) — knowing what trips 
people up is as valuable as knowing the right answers. 

• DO get 7–8 hours sleep the night before your test. Memory consolidation 
happens during sleep. 

• DO NOT try to memorize everything — focus on the highest-probability 
questions: government structure, key dates, Charter rights, provincial capitals. 

• DO trust your preparation. If you've done all 7 days, you are ready. 

 

Test Day Checklist 

✔ Notice to Appear and required ID ready 

✔ Read each question FULLY before answering 

✔ Answer ALL questions — no penalty for guessing 

✔ Check answers if time permits — but trust first instinct 

✔ Pass mark is 15/20 — you can miss 5 questions and STILL PASS 

✔ Stay calm — you have prepared. You've got this. 
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Bonus Chapter G: The Exam Strategy Blueprint — 
How to Score 20/20 

 

Knowing the material is necessary — but not sufficient. How you take the test matters. 
This chapter covers the strategies that separate candidates who score 18–20/20 from 
those who scrape 15. 

 

Understanding How Citizenship Test Questions Are Structured 

The citizenship test uses primarily multiple choice and true/false formats. IRCC test 
designers follow specific patterns in how questions are written. Understanding these 
patterns gives you an advantage: 

 

Pattern 1: The Specific Date or Number Question 

Example: 'In what year did Canada become a country?' These are high-certainty 
questions — you either know the answer or you don't. There's no reasoning your way to 
the correct answer. These reward pure memorization. Chapter 9 (100 Must-Know 
Facts) prepares you for all of them. 

 

Pattern 2: The Definition Question 

Example: 'What does the Governor General do?' These test whether you know the 
function of a person, institution, or concept. The wrong answers will describe other real 
roles (e.g., 'leads the Senate' — that's the Speaker of the Senate, not the GG). Read all 
options carefully. 

 

Pattern 3: The 'Which Is NOT...' Question 

Example: 'Which of the following is NOT a responsibility of Canadian citizens?' These 
require you to know the full list, not just one example. They're harder because a partial 
answer will steer you wrong. When you see 'NOT' or 'EXCEPT,' slow down and think 
through each option. 

 

Pattern 4: The Sequence or Relationship Question 

Example: 'What must happen BEFORE a bill can become law?' These test 
understanding of processes — legislative process, citizenship application steps, etc. 
Learn processes in order, not just as isolated facts. 
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Elimination Strategy — When You're Not Sure 

On multiple-choice questions with 4 options, even limited knowledge allows you to 
eliminate wrong answers and improve your odds significantly: 

• Step 1: Read the question carefully — underline or mentally note the key words 

• Step 2: Before reading the options, try to recall the answer from memory 

• Step 3: Read all options — sometimes a later option is clearly right (or clearly 
wrong) 

• Step 4: Eliminate obviously wrong options first — reduce to 2 options 

• Step 5: Choose between the remaining 2 — use your best judgment 

• Step 6: If truly unsure, choose the answer that sounds most 'official' or contains 
specific institutional names rather than vague descriptions 

 

Common Traps — And How to Spot Them 

Trap Type Example How to Avoid 

The Similar Sound Trap 'Governor General' vs 
'Attorney General' — 
different roles, similar titles 

Learn the specific function, 
not just the title 

The Largest City Trap BC's capital is Victoria, not 
Vancouver (the larger city) 

Memorize capitals — not 
largest cities 

The Almost Right Date Women's vote: Manitoba 
1916 (provincial); Federal 
1918. Both are true but 
different scope. 

Know the qualifier: provincial 
vs federal 

The Double Negative Trap 'Which is NOT exempt from 
the test?' — requires you to 
know who IS exempt, then 
find the exception 

Rewrite the question in 
positive form before 
answering 

The Plausible Distractor An answer that sounds right 
but applies to a different 
context (e.g., confusing 
federal and provincial 
powers) 

Know the jurisdiction — 
federal vs provincial is 
heavily tested 

The Outdated Information If a question references 
current info (current PM, 
current GG), verify before 

Check canada.ca the day 
before your test for current 
officeholders 
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Trap Type Example How to Avoid 

your test — these can 
change 

 

Time Management — The 30-Minute Test 

30 minutes for 20 questions means 90 seconds per question. This is generous — most 
questions should take 20–30 seconds for prepared candidates. Use the extra time 
strategically: 

• Questions 1–10: Move at a comfortable pace. Answer what you know 
confidently; flag what you're unsure about. 

• Questions 11–20: Same approach. Note: if online, you can often review flagged 
questions. 

• With 10 minutes remaining: Go back to flagged questions. Use the elimination 
strategy. 

• Final 2 minutes: Scan all answers one more time. Change only if you have a 
clear reason — not just anxiety. 

 

In 25 years, I have never heard of a candidate running out of time on the citizenship 
test. The 30 minutes is more than enough. The risk is not running out of time — it is 
rushing through questions and making careless errors. 

 

Managing Test Anxiety 

Test anxiety is real. It affects even well-prepared candidates. Here is how to manage it: 

• Preparation is the best anxiety reducer — use this guide fully 

• The night before: Review only Chapter 9 and Bonus B. Don't learn new material. 

• Morning of test: Eat breakfast. Arrive early (or log in early). Don't discuss the test 
with others immediately before — it increases anxiety. 

• At the start of the test: Take a slow breath. Read the first question carefully. The 
first question usually has a clear answer — getting it right builds confidence. 

• If you blank on a question: Skip it temporarily. Move on. Come back with fresh 
eyes. 

• Remind yourself: You need 15/20 to pass. You can miss 5 questions. Even a 
less-than-perfect preparation can lead to a pass. 
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Online vs In-Person Test Tips 

Online Test Tips: 

• Ensure a stable internet connection — use wired if possible; test your setup the 
day before 

• Use a computer, not a phone — the experience is better on a larger screen 

• Quiet environment — turn off notifications; inform household members not to 
disturb 

• Have your documents ready (you may need to verify identity) 

• Don't use the same screen to look up answers — this constitutes cheating and 
can lead to serious consequences including application revocation 

 

In-Person Test Tips: 

• Bring all required documents: Notice to Appear, photo ID 

• Arrive 15 minutes early 

• The test is paper-based at an IRCC office — bring a pen (though one is usually 
provided) 

• No phones or materials are permitted in the testing area 

• If you have accessibility needs, inform IRCC in advance — accommodations are 
available 
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Appendix: Key Forms, Resources & Reference 
Materials 

 

Essential Government Resources 

Resource Where to Find It What It Contains 

Discover Canada: The 
Rights and Responsibilities 
of Citizenship 

canada.ca/en/immigration-
refugees-citizenship → study 
guide 

The official study guide for 
the citizenship test. 68 
pages. Available free online 
and in print. 

Physical Presence 
Calculator 

canada.ca → search 'physical 
presence calculator' 

Calculate your exact days 
to confirm you meet the 
1,095-day requirement 

IRCC Application Portal 
(IRCC Secure Account) 

canada.ca/en/immigration-
refugees-
citizenship/services/application 

Submit and track citizenship 
applications online 

Citizenship Application 
Form (CIT 0002) 

Available through IRCC 
secure account 

Main application form for 
adult citizenship applicants 

Language Test Evidence (if 
needed) 

IELTS, CELPIP (English); TEF 
Canada, TCF Canada 
(French) 

Required if you cannot 
otherwise demonstrate 
language proficiency 

Current Citizenship Fees canada.ca → citizenship fees Verify current fees before 
applying — subject to 
change 

Elections Canada Voter 
Registration 

elections.ca Register to vote once you 
have your citizenship 
certificate 

Passport Canada canada.ca → passport Apply for your Canadian 
passport after the ceremony 

 

Important Telephone Numbers and Contacts 

• IRCC Call Centre: 1-888-242-2100 (Monday–Friday, 8am–4pm local time) 

• Elections Canada: 1-800-463-6868 

• Service Canada (for SIN): 1-800-206-7218 

• Passport Canada: 1-800-567-6868 

• Canada Revenue Agency (for taxes): 1-800-959-8281 
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The Citizenship Application Process — Step by Step 

Step Action Notes 

1 Confirm eligibility Check physical presence, 
PR status, age, language, 
and prohibitions 

2 Gather documents Passport/travel history, PR 
card, tax filing confirmation, 
language proof (if needed) 

3 Complete application Form CIT 0002; use IRCC 
secure account online 

4 Pay fees Check current fees at 
canada.ca before submitting 

5 Submit application Online through IRCC portal 
is fastest; paper applications 
also accepted 

6 Receive AOR Acknowledgement of 
Receipt confirms application 
received 

7 Biometrics (if required) You may be asked to 
provide biometrics if you 
haven't recently 

8 Background check IRCC conducts security and 
criminal record checks 

9 Test notification IRCC sends notice to appear 
for the knowledge test (ages 
18–54) 

10 Take the test Online or in-person; 20 
questions; 30 minutes; 75% 
pass mark 

11 Interview (if required) Some applicants are called 
for an interview to assess 
language or verify 
information 

12 Decision IRCC reviews your 
application and test results 
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Step Action Notes 

13 Ceremony notice You receive a Notice to 
Appear for your citizenship 
ceremony 

14 Ceremony Take the Oath; receive 
citizenship certificate; 
surrender PR card 

15 Post-ceremony Apply for passport; register 
to vote; obtain SIN update if 
needed 

 

What Citizenship Means: A Summary Checklist 

✔ Right to vote in federal, provincial, and municipal elections 

✔ Canadian passport — access to 185+ countries visa-free or visa-on-arrival 

✔ Right to run for elected office at any level of government 

✔ Broader family sponsorship rights (including siblings if minor and orphaned) 

✔ Ability to hold most federal government positions (including security-sensitive 
roles) 

✔ Canada's full Charter protections apply (citizens have all rights; PRs have most) 

✔ Dual citizenship permitted — you do not need to give up your original citizenship 

✔ Responsibility: Obey Canadian laws, pay taxes, vote, serve on juries if called 

✔ Responsibility: Participate in reconciliation — learn Indigenous history and 
support healing 

✔ Responsibility: Contribute to your community and to Canada's ongoing story 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I apply for citizenship if I have a criminal record? 
It depends on the nature of the offence. Some criminal records create a statutory bar 
(you cannot apply for a period after conviction or completion of sentence). Minor 
offences may not disqualify you. Serious offences can. Consult an RCIC or immigration 
lawyer before applying. 

What if my passport expired and I lost track of my travel dates? 
Request your travel history from the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) — they 
have records of your border crossings. You can also request a copy from IRCC. Old 
boarding passes, hotel receipts, and foreign visas are also evidence. 
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Can I apply for citizenship if I have unpaid taxes? 
IRCC requires confirmation that you have filed taxes for 3 of the 5 years in the physical 
presence window. You don't need to have paid — just filed. However, outstanding tax 
debts are a separate matter; CRA can pursue these regardless of citizenship status. 

My children were born in Canada. Are they already Canadian citizens? 
Yes. Children born in Canada are Canadian citizens by birth (jus soli), regardless of 
parents' immigration status, with very limited exceptions (children of diplomats). 

What if I fail the test? 
You may be given a second opportunity to take the test or be scheduled for an interview 
with a citizenship officer. If you fail again, your application may be refused — but you 
can reapply. There is no permanent ban on reapplying after a citizenship application 
refusal. 

How long does the citizenship process take? 
Processing times vary and are updated regularly at canada.ca. Check the current 
processing time under 'citizenship application' on the IRCC website. Historically, the 
process has taken several months to over a year depending on application volumes. 

Can I apply online? 
Yes. IRCC has an online application system (IRCC secure account). Most applicants 
are encouraged to apply online. Paper applications are also accepted. 

What is a citizenship interview? 
Some applicants are called for an interview with a citizenship officer. This may happen 
to assess language ability, verify application information, or clarify physical presence 
calculations. It is not a punishment — it is part of the process. Bring all your original 
documents. 
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Appendix II: Topic Drill Sheets — History & 
Government 

 

These drill sheets are designed for targeted review. Read the question, formulate your 
answer mentally, then check. These go deeper than the main test questions — if you 
can answer all of these, you are over-prepared for the citizenship test. 

 

Drill Sheet 1: Canadian History — 20 Deep Questions 

 

Q: What does 'Confederation' mean? 
A: The union of British North American colonies into Canada on July 1, 1867. 

Q: What was the British North America Act? 
A: The law passed by the British Parliament that created Canada by uniting four 
provinces (Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick) on July 1, 1867. 

Q: Who were the four founding provinces? 
A: Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

Q: What is the Statute of Westminster (1931)? 
A: British legislation granting Canada and other dominions full legal autonomy — 
Canada could make its own laws without British parliamentary approval. 

Q: What year did the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms come into effect? 
A: 1982 (Constitution Act, 1982). 

Q: Who were the Loyalists? 
A: Colonists who remained loyal to the British Crown during the American Revolution; 
approximately 50,000 migrated to British North America (Canada) from 1776 onward. 

Q: What was the Red River Resistance (1869–70)? 
A: A Métis resistance led by Louis Riel against the transfer of the Red River territory 
from the Hudson's Bay Company to Canada, without consulting the existing Métis 
population. Led to the creation of Manitoba as a province (1870). 

Q: Why is the Battle of Vimy Ridge significant? 
A: April 9–12, 1917 — all four Canadian Corps divisions fought together for the first time 
and captured Vimy Ridge, which other Allied forces had failed to take. It became a 
symbol of Canadian identity and nationhood. 

Q: What was the Conscription Crisis of 1917? 
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A: PM Robert Borden's government introduced mandatory military service (conscription) 
to maintain troop levels in WWI. This deeply divided English and French Canada — 
Quebec largely opposed it, and it left lasting political scars. 

Q: When did Canada declare war in WWII, and why is this significant? 
A: Canada declared war on September 10, 1939 — one week after Britain — 
demonstrating that Canada now made its own foreign policy decisions independently 
(unlike WWI when it was automatic). This was a demonstration of sovereignty. 

Q: What was the Dieppe Raid (1942)? 
A: A large-scale Allied raid on the port of Dieppe, France on August 19, 1942. Of 6,000 
troops, nearly 5,000 were Canadian. The raid resulted in severe casualties (900+ killed, 
1,900+ captured). Its harsh lessons influenced D-Day planning. 

Q: Who was Agnes Macphail? 
A: The first woman elected to the Canadian House of Commons (1921, as a 
Progressive MP). She served for 19 years and was a tireless advocate for farmers, 
workers, prison reform, and women's rights. 

Q: What was the October Crisis (1970)? 
A: In October 1970, the FLQ (Front de libération du Québec) kidnapped British diplomat 
James Cross and Quebec cabinet minister Pierre Laporte (who was killed). PM Pierre 
Trudeau invoked the War Measures Act — suspending civil liberties — to respond. A 
controversial decision that remains debated. 

Q: What is the Quiet Revolution? 
A: A period of rapid social, political, and economic change in Quebec during the 1960s 
under Premier Jean Lesage. The Catholic Church's influence declined; the provincial 
government took control of education and healthcare; Quebec nationalism grew; Hydro-
Québec was created. 

Q: What happened in the 1995 Quebec referendum? 
A: Quebecers voted on whether to make Quebec a sovereign country. The No side 
(remaining in Canada) won by the narrowest margin in Canadian political history: 
50.58% to 49.42%. The result shocked the country and led to the Clarity Act (2000). 

Q: When was insulin discovered and by whom? 
A: In 1921 at the University of Toronto by Dr. Frederick Banting and Charles Best. Dr. 
Banting received the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 1923. Insulin transformed 
diabetes from a fatal disease into a manageable condition. 

Q: Who was Sir Sandford Fleming? 
A: A Canadian engineer who designed Canada's first postage stamp (the Three-Penny 
Beaver, 1851), surveyed the route for the Canadian Pacific Railway, and most 
importantly proposed the worldwide system of Standard Time (time zones) in 1879. 
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Q: What was the Royal Proclamation of 1763? 
A: A British royal decree that recognized Indigenous peoples' rights to their territories 
and established procedures for land acquisition by the Crown. It is sometimes called 
'the Indian Magna Carta' and remains legally significant today. 

Q: What is the significance of the Nisga'a Treaty (1998–2000)? 
A: The first modern treaty in British Columbia, signed by the federal government, 
provincial government, and the Nisga'a Nation. It included self-government provisions 
and was a milestone in modern treaty-making. 

Q: What is the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement? 
A: The largest class action settlement in Canadian history (2006), providing financial 
compensation to residential school survivors, funding the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, and creating the Common Experience Payment. 

Drill Sheet 2: Canadian Government — 20 Deep Questions 

 

Q: What is the role of the Speaker of the House of Commons? 
A: The Speaker is elected by MPs from among themselves to chair proceedings of the 
House. The Speaker enforces rules of debate, recognizes speakers, and ensures all 
members have opportunity to speak. The Speaker is neutral and does not vote except 
to break a tie. 

Q: What is prorogation? 
A: When the Governor General, on the PM's advice, formally ends a session of 
Parliament. MPs keep their seats; Parliament is suspended but not dissolved. A new 
session begins with a Speech from the Throne. 

Q: What is a Private Member's Bill? 
A: Legislation introduced by an MP who is not a Cabinet minister. Most major legislation 
comes from the government (Cabinet bills), but private members can introduce bills on 
issues important to their constituents. Most PMBs do not become law. 

Q: What is the role of Parliamentary committees? 
A: Parliamentary committees are smaller groups of MPs or senators who study bills, 
conduct investigations, review government spending, and call witnesses. They do 
detailed work that cannot be done efficiently in the full House. 

Q: What is the Governor General's reserve power? 
A: In exceptional circumstances, the Governor General can refuse to dissolve 
Parliament at the PM's request, dismiss a government, or refuse Royal Assent. These 
powers are very rarely used — almost always the GG acts on the PM's advice. 
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Q: What is the role of the Auditor General of Canada? 
A: An independent officer of Parliament who audits federal government accounts and 
programs, and reports findings to Parliament. The Auditor General acts as a public 
watchdog to ensure money is spent appropriately and reports are accurate. 

Q: What is the Federal Court of Canada? 
A: A federal court that handles cases involving federal laws and federal government 
agencies — including immigration and refugee matters, intellectual property, maritime 
law, and judicial review of federal decisions. 

Q: What is the difference between a 'bill' and a 'law'? 
A: A bill is proposed legislation that has been introduced in Parliament but not yet 
passed. Once a bill has passed both the House of Commons and the Senate and 
received Royal Assent from the Governor General, it becomes a law (an Act of 
Parliament). 

Q: What is Question Period? 
A: A 45-minute daily session in the House of Commons when opposition MPs can ask 
the Prime Minister and Cabinet ministers direct questions about government policy and 
actions. It is one of the most important accountability mechanisms in Parliament. 

Q: What is the role of the Lieutenant-Governor in each province? 
A: The King's representative in each province. The Lieutenant-Governor gives provincial 
Royal Assent to legislation, performs ceremonial duties, and has the same relationship 
to the provincial government as the Governor General has to the federal government. 

Q: What is a confidence vote? 
A: A vote in the House of Commons on a matter of fundamental importance to the 
government (budget, Speech from the Throne, or an explicit non-confidence motion). If 
the government loses a confidence vote, the Prime Minister must either resign or 
request the dissolution of Parliament. 

Q: How does Canada's federal structure differ from the United States? 
A: Canada is a federation with provincial governments that have significant powers 
(education, healthcare delivery, property law). The US is also a federation, but 
Canadian provinces in some ways have stronger autonomous powers than US states. 
Canada also has a parliamentary system (PM responsible to Parliament) while the US 
has a presidential system (President directly elected, separate from Congress). 

Q: What is the significance of the Supreme Court Act? 
A: The Supreme Court Act establishes the Supreme Court of Canada, its composition (9 
justices), and jurisdiction. The Constitution Act, 1982 made the Court's existence 
constitutionally protected — meaning Parliament alone cannot abolish it. 

Q: What does 'parliamentary supremacy' mean? 
A: The principle that Parliament is the supreme law-making body. However, in Canada, 
parliamentary supremacy is limited by the Constitution and the Charter — courts can 
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strike down laws that violate the Constitution. This is different from the British tradition of 
absolute parliamentary supremacy. 

Q: What is the role of the Clerk of the House? 
A: The top procedural and administrative officer of the House of Commons. The Clerk 
advises the Speaker and MPs on parliamentary procedure, oversees House 
administration, and is the formal keeper of House records. 

Q: What is the difference between the federal government and crown 
corporations? 
A: Crown corporations are government-owned enterprises that operate at arm's length 
from government, often in commercial markets. Examples include CBC (public 
broadcasting), Canada Post, Export Development Canada. They have more operational 
independence than regular departments but remain publicly accountable. 

Q: What is the role of the Privacy Commissioner? 
A: An independent officer of Parliament who oversees compliance with federal privacy 
legislation (PIPEDA for private sector; Privacy Act for public sector), investigates 
complaints, and reports to Parliament on privacy issues. 

Q: What is the role of the Official Languages Commissioner? 
A: An independent officer of Parliament who monitors and enforces the Official 
Languages Act, investigates complaints about language rights violations, and promotes 
bilingualism in federal institutions. 

Q: What is the National Assembly of Quebec? 
A: Quebec's provincial legislature (equivalent to the Legislative Assembly in other 
provinces). It is called the National Assembly (Assemblée nationale) to reflect Quebec's 
sense of itself as a distinct national community within Canada. 

Q: How are Indigenous governance rights recognized in Canadian law? 
A: Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 recognizes and affirms existing Aboriginal 
and treaty rights. Courts have confirmed that Aboriginal self-government is an 
Aboriginal right under Section 35. Many modern treaties also include explicit self-
government provisions. 
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Appendix III: Topic Drill Sheets — Rights & 
Indigenous History 

 

These are advanced drill questions for candidates who want thorough preparation or 
who are interested in deeper understanding of Canada's rights framework and 
Indigenous history. 

 

Drill Sheet 3: Rights & Freedoms — 20 Deep Questions 

 

Q: What does 'freedom of expression' protect and what are its limits? 
A: Section 2(b) protects the right to express ideas, opinions, and information through 
speech, writing, art, and other media. However, expression that constitutes hate 
speech, obscenity, or counsels violence can be restricted under law — courts have 
upheld reasonable limits under Section 1 of the Charter (the reasonable limits clause). 

Q: What is Section 1 of the Charter? 
A: The 'reasonable limits' clause. It states that Charter rights can be limited by law only 
if the limit is 'demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society.' This means 
governments can restrict Charter rights, but must prove the restriction is necessary and 
proportionate. 

Q: What is the 'Oakes Test'? 
A: A legal test developed by the Supreme Court in R v Oakes (1986) to determine if a 
Charter violation is a reasonable limit under Section 1. The court asks: Is the limit 
prescribed by law? Is the goal pressing and substantial? Are the means proportionate? 
Does the limit minimally impair the right? 

Q: What does 'innocent until proven guilty' mean? 
A: A fundamental legal principle (consistent with Charter Section 11(d)) that a person 
accused of a crime is presumed to be innocent and need not prove their innocence. It is 
the Crown's job to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

Q: What is 'double jeopardy'? 
A: The protection against being tried twice for the same offence. Section 11(h) of the 
Charter provides that if someone has been acquitted (found not guilty) or convicted and 
served their sentence, they cannot be tried again for the same crime. 

Q: What is habeas corpus in the Canadian context? 
A: Protected under Section 10(c) of the Charter, habeas corpus allows a person who is 
detained or imprisoned to challenge the lawfulness of their detention before a court. If 
the court finds the detention unlawful, the person must be released. 
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Q: What are 'language rights' under the Charter? 
A: Sections 16–23 protect the use of English and French in federal institutions and in 
New Brunswick. Section 23 protects the right of official language minorities to have their 
children educated in their language (where numbers warrant). Quebec's French 
language rights are also protected under the Charter and the Quebec Charter. 

Q: What does the equality rights section (Section 15) actually guarantee? 
A: Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to equal 
protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination based on: race, national or 
ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age, mental or physical disability. Courts have added 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and other grounds through interpretation. 

Q: What is 'systemic discrimination'? 
A: Discrimination that results from organizational policies, practices, or cultures that 
disadvantage certain groups — even without intent to discriminate. Canadian human 
rights law recognizes both direct and systemic discrimination. 

Q: What is 'employment equity'? 
A: A federal policy requiring federally regulated employers to take positive steps to 
increase representation of four designated groups: women, Indigenous peoples, 
persons with disabilities, and visible minorities. The Employment Equity Act (1986, 
revised 1995) governs this. 

Q: Can the Charter protect people against actions by private companies? 
A: Generally no. The Charter protects against government action — federal, provincial, 
and municipal governments and public institutions. Private companies and individuals 
are generally not bound by the Charter, though they must comply with human rights 
legislation. 

Q: What is the difference between the Canadian Human Rights Act and the 
Charter? 
A: The Charter applies to government action and is constitutional (supreme law). The 
Canadian Human Rights Act is federal legislation that prohibits discrimination by federal 
government and federally regulated private employers and service providers. Both 
protect against discrimination but in different contexts and with different mechanisms. 

Q: What is the right to counsel? 
A: Section 10(b) of the Charter: upon arrest or detention, a person has the right to be 
informed of their right to retain and instruct legal counsel without delay, and to have that 
right. This includes the right to contact Legal Aid if they cannot afford a lawyer. 

Q: What does 'due process' mean in Canada? 
A: While the American term 'due process' is not used in Canadian law, the concept is 
reflected in the Charter's legal rights (Sections 7–14). These require that government 
decisions affecting a person's life, liberty, or security must be made in accordance with 
the principles of fundamental justice. 
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Q: What are collective rights? 
A: Rights held by groups or communities rather than just individuals. In Canada, key 
collective rights include: language rights (English and French minority communities), 
Aboriginal rights (First Nations, Métis, Inuit), and denominational school rights 
(recognized in some provinces at Confederation). 

Q: What does Section 25 of the Charter protect? 
A: Section 25 ensures that the Charter's rights and freedoms are not interpreted to 
diminish Aboriginal, treaty, or other rights and freedoms of Aboriginal peoples. It is a 
protective buffer ensuring Charter rights don't override Indigenous rights. 

Q: What are 'treaty rights'? 
A: Rights established through specific treaties between the Crown and Indigenous 
nations. These include rights to hunt and fish in traditional territories, annual payments, 
reserve lands, and other negotiated provisions. Treaty rights are constitutionally 
protected under Section 35. 

Q: What is the right to vote in Canada? 
A: Section 3 of the Charter guarantees every citizen the right to vote in federal and 
provincial elections and to be qualified for membership in the legislature. The right 
cannot be suspended except in limited circumstances — prison inmates now have the 
right to vote following a 2002 Supreme Court ruling. 

Q: What is the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal? 
A: A quasi-judicial body that hears cases referred by the Canadian Human Rights 
Commission involving complaints of discrimination under the Canadian Human Rights 
Act. It can award remedies including compensation and policy changes. 

Q: What is the role of the Ombudsman? 
A: Various federal and provincial ombudsmen investigate complaints by citizens against 
government bodies and agencies. They are independent, impartial, and can 
recommend remedies — though they typically cannot compel government action. The 
federal government has ombudsmen for areas like national defence, veterans, and 
taxation. 

Drill Sheet 4: Indigenous History & Reconciliation — 20 Deep 
Questions 

 

Q: What are 'Aboriginal title' and how was it recognized in Canadian law? 
A: Aboriginal title is the right of Indigenous peoples to occupy and use their traditional 
lands, recognized in Canadian law in the 1973 Calder case. The Supreme Court has 
since developed this concept — Delgamuukw (1997) and Tsilhqot'in (2014) are key 
cases that defined the nature and scope of Aboriginal title. 
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Q: What is the difference between a reserve and a reservation? 
A: In Canada, the term is 'reserve' (not 'reservation' which is American). A reserve is 
land set aside under the Indian Act for the use and benefit of an Indian band (First 
Nation). Reserves are Crown land held in trust for Indigenous peoples — First Nations 
do not hold title to reserve land in the same way as private property. 

Q: What are 'status Indians'? 
A: A legal term under the Indian Act for individuals who are registered as Indians under 
the Indian Act and are entitled to certain rights and benefits under federal law. Status 
does not determine cultural identity — it is a legal/administrative category. Many 
Indigenous people consider the term offensive; 'First Nations person' or the specific 
nation name is preferred. 

Q: What is 'Section 91(24)' of the Constitution Act? 
A: The constitutional provision giving the federal Parliament exclusive jurisdiction over 
'Indians and Lands reserved for the Indians.' This is why Indigenous peoples' affairs are 
primarily a federal matter in Canada, unlike education and healthcare which are 
provincial. 

Q: What was the Calder case (1973)? 
A: Nisga'a Nation v. Canada. Although the Nisga'a did not win, the Supreme Court 
found (for the first time) that Aboriginal title existed in Canadian law before European 
colonization. This ruling prompted the federal government to begin modern treaty 
negotiations. 

Q: What is the Delgamuukw case (1997)? 
A: A landmark Supreme Court of Canada case where the Gitxsan and Wet'suwet'en 
peoples claimed Aboriginal title to their territories in BC. The Court defined the nature of 
Aboriginal title (not full ownership but exclusive right to use and occupy) and established 
that oral histories must be given equal weight as evidence. 

Q: What happened in the Tsilhqot'in case (2014)? 
A: The Supreme Court issued the first declaration of Aboriginal title over a specific 
territory in Canadian history — to the Tsilhqot'in (Chilcotin) Nation in BC. The ruling 
confirmed that Aboriginal title includes the right to exclusive use and occupation, and 
that governments must obtain consent for activities on title land. 

Q: What are the TRC's 94 Calls to Action? 
A: Recommendations from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (2015) addressing 
the legacy of residential schools and calling for action in areas including: child welfare, 
education, language and culture, health, justice, commemorations, and national 
institutions. They call on governments, churches, corporations, and all Canadians to 
take specific steps. 

Q: What is MMIWG? 
A: Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. A national crisis that received 
formal recognition with the National Inquiry into MMIWG (2016–2019). The inquiry's final 
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report found that violence against Indigenous women and girls constitutes 'genocide.' 
The government released a National Action Plan in 2021. 

Q: What is land acknowledgement? 
A: A practice of recognizing the traditional Indigenous territory on which one is located. 
Many government, educational, and community events begin with a land 
acknowledgement. It is one form of recognition of Indigenous peoples' connection to 
land and their ongoing presence. 

Q: What is the difference between 'assimilation' and 'integration'? 
A: Assimilation means abandoning one's culture and identity to adopt the dominant 
culture — this was the explicit policy behind residential schools. Integration means 
participating fully in society while retaining one's cultural identity — this is more 
consistent with Canada's multicultural values. 

Q: What is UNDRIP? 
A: The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (adopted by UN 
in 2007). It affirms Indigenous peoples' rights to self-determination, free, prior and 
informed consent, lands and resources, culture, and governance. Canada initially 
opposed it, endorsed it in 2010, and passed the UNDRIP Act in 2021 to commit to its 
implementation. 

Q: What is the significance of September 30 in Canada? 
A: September 30 is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, a federal statutory 
holiday (since 2021). Also known as Orange Shirt Day — the orange shirt symbolizes 
the experience of Phyllis Jack Webstad, whose new orange shirt was taken on her first 
day at residential school. The day honours survivors, those who did not survive, and 
commits to a better future. 

Q: What was the '60s Scoop'? 
A: Approximately 1960s–1980s, thousands of Indigenous children were taken from their 
families and communities by provincial child welfare authorities and placed with non-
Indigenous families — often without their families' knowledge or consent. A form of 
forced assimilation with devastating intergenerational consequences. The federal 
government issued an apology in 2018. 

Q: What is the Indian Act's history of the 'potlatch ban'? 
A: The potlatch — a ceremonial feast central to Pacific Northwest Indigenous cultures 
— was banned by the Indian Act in 1885. The ban targeted a key cultural and 
governance institution that redistributed wealth and settled disputes. The ban was 
enforced through arrests and confiscation of ceremonial objects. It was lifted in 1951. 

Q: What are the Haudenosaunee Great Law of Peace? 
A: The oral constitution of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy (Iroquois League), 
establishing governance principles including: democratic representation, peaceful 
resolution of disputes, equality, and collective decision-making. Some historians 
suggest these principles influenced the founders of the United States. 

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY

VIR
TALIB

RY



Canadian Citizenship Test Study Guide 2026–2027   |   Manoj Palwe RCIC R422575   |   DreamVisas.com 

Page 155   |   dreamvisas.com   |   © 2026 Manoj Palwe / Taurus Infotek. 

Q: What is the role of Elders in Indigenous communities? 
A: Elders are respected knowledge-keepers who hold and transmit traditional 
knowledge, languages, stories, and spiritual practices. They play a crucial role in 
ceremony, dispute resolution, healing, and teaching. The TRC's Calls to Action include 
specific measures to support Elders' work in education and healing. 

Q: What is the Indian Residential Schools Memorial Society? 
A: One of several organizations that document, preserve, and share the history of 
residential schools and support survivors. The National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation at the University of Manitoba holds the TRC's records and documents. 

Q: What is reconciliation in Canada and what does it require? 
A: Reconciliation is an ongoing process of healing and rebuilding relationships between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada. It requires: acknowledging 
historical injustices; supporting the healing of survivors and communities; changing 
policies and institutions that perpetuate harm; learning Indigenous history; respecting 
treaties; and including Indigenous perspectives in Canada's story and future. 

Q: What is the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation? 
A: Located at the University of Manitoba, the NCTR is the permanent home of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission's archives and findings. It is a place of learning, healing, 
and reconciliation, holding records including the names of over 160,000 former 
residential school students. 
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Appendix IV: Economy, Culture & Canadian Identity — 
Drill Sheets 

 

These drill questions cover Canadian economy, culture, and national identity — topics 
that appear with increasing frequency in the citizenship test and that every informed 
new Canadian should know. 

 

Drill Sheet 5: Economy & Industry — 15 Questions 

 

Q: What is the G7 and is Canada a member? 
A: The Group of Seven is a forum of seven major advanced economies: Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Canada is a 
founding member. G7 leaders meet annually to discuss global economic and political 
issues. 

Q: What trade agreement governs Canada-US-Mexico trade? 
A: CUSMA — the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement (known as USMCA in the 
US and T-MEC in Mexico). It replaced NAFTA in July 2020. It governs trade in goods, 
services, and investment among the three countries. 

Q: What are Canada's major export industries? 
A: Energy (oil, natural gas, hydroelectric power), minerals and metals, forestry products 
(lumber, pulp, paper), agricultural products (wheat, canola, beef), manufactured goods 
(vehicles, machinery), and increasingly technology and AI services. 

Q: What is the significance of Alberta's oil sands? 
A: Alberta's oil sands (also called tar sands) contain one of the world's largest petroleum 
reserves — estimated at 165 billion barrels of recoverable oil. They are Canada's 
largest source of oil production and a major driver of Alberta's economy, but also a 
focus of environmental controversy. 

Q: What is hydroelectric power and which province produces the most? 
A: Hydroelectric power is electricity generated from the kinetic energy of flowing water. 
Quebec is by far Canada's largest producer of hydroelectric power — it exports power 
to neighbouring provinces and the northeastern United States through Hydro-Québec. 

Q: What is Saskatchewan's main economic contribution? 
A: Agriculture (wheat and canola — Saskatchewan grows about half of Canada's 
wheat), potash (used in fertilizers — Saskatchewan has among the world's largest 
potash reserves), and oil. It is often called Canada's breadbasket. 
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Q: What is Canada's banking system known for? 
A: Canada's banking system is known for its stability and conservative regulation. 
Canadian banks weathered the 2008 global financial crisis better than most. The Big 
Five Canadian banks — RBC, TD, BMO, Scotiabank, and CIBC — are among the 
strongest in the world. 

Q: What is the Bank of Canada's primary mandate? 
A: The Bank of Canada's primary objective is to maintain low, stable, and predictable 
inflation — targeting 2% inflation. It also promotes a safe and efficient financial system 
and issues Canadian currency. 

Q: What is the difference between a federal and provincial tax? 
A: Federal taxes are collected by the federal government and fund federal programs 
(defence, transfers to provinces, federal services). Provincial taxes are collected by 
each province and fund provincial programs (healthcare, education, welfare). Most 
Canadians pay both. The GST is federal; PST (provincial sales tax) or HST 
(harmonized) varies by province. 

Q: What is Employment Insurance and who qualifies? 
A: Employment Insurance (EI) provides temporary income support to eligible workers 
who lose their jobs through no fault of their own (layoffs, not resignations). Workers and 
employers contribute to EI through payroll deductions. Special benefits also exist for 
parental leave, illness, compassionate care, and other needs. 

Q: What is Canada Pension Plan (CPP)? 
A: A contributory pension program funded by equal employee and employer 
contributions (self-employed contribute both shares). Canadians who have worked in 
Canada and contributed to CPP receive monthly pension payments in retirement. The 
amount depends on contributions and years worked. 

Q: What are Canada's major forestry areas? 
A: British Columbia has the most valuable timber (Douglas fir, cedar). Ontario and 
Quebec have major pulp and paper industries. Canada has about 9% of the world's 
forests and is one of the world's largest exporters of forest products. 

Q: What is Canada's fisheries industry? 
A: Atlantic Canada (especially Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick) has 
historically been central to Canada's fishing industry — cod (until the 1992 moratorium 
due to stock collapse), lobster, crab, and shrimp. BC is known for salmon. The Grand 
Banks off Newfoundland were once among the world's richest fishing grounds. 

Q: What is the significance of the automotive industry to Ontario? 
A: Ontario is Canada's manufacturing heartland, and the automotive industry is central 
to it. The Windsor-Oshawa corridor (sometimes called Canada's auto corridor) is 
integrated with Michigan's auto industry. This sector is why the US-Canada trade 
relationship is so critical. 
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Q: What is a 'Crown corporation' and give examples? 
A: A Crown corporation is a company owned by the government (federal or provincial) 
that operates at arm's length with some commercial independence. Federal examples: 
CBC (public broadcasting), Canada Post, Export Development Canada, Canadian 
Commercial Corporation. Provincial examples: Hydro-Québec, Ontario Power 
Generation, BC Hydro, LCBO (Ontario). 

Drill Sheet 6: Canadian Arts, Culture & Identity — 15 Questions 

 

Q: What is 'CanCon' and what role does the CRTC play? 
A: Canadian Content (CanCon) requirements, administered by the CRTC (Canadian 
Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission), mandate that a percentage of 
content broadcast on Canadian radio and TV must be Canadian-produced. This policy 
supports Canadian artists, musicians, and storytellers. 

Q: Who was Marshall McLuhan? 
A: A Canadian philosopher and communication theorist from Edmonton, Alberta who 
coined the phrase 'the medium is the message' and 'global village.' His work in the 
1960s anticipated the internet age and influenced media theory worldwide. 

Q: Who was Northrop Frye? 
A: A renowned Canadian literary critic and theorist from Sherbrooke, Quebec. His 
influential work Anatomy of Criticism (1957) is considered foundational to modern 
literary theory. He also wrote about the Canadian literary imagination. 

Q: Who is Alice Munro? 
A: A Canadian short story writer from Ontario, often called the master of the short story 
form. She won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2013 — the first Canadian to do so. Her 
work often explores life in small-town Ontario. 

Q: Who is Margaret Atwood? 
A: One of Canada's most celebrated authors — poet, novelist, essayist, and cultural 
critic. Best known internationally for The Handmaid's Tale (1985) and its sequel The 
Testaments (2019, Booker Prize). Consistently one of the most important voices in 
Canadian and world literature. 

Q: What is the Group of Seven? 
A: A group of Canadian landscape painters who became famous in the 1920s for their 
bold, expressive paintings of the Canadian wilderness. Key members included Lawren 
Harris, A.Y. Jackson, Arthur Lismer, Frederick Varley, Franklin Carmichael, Frank 
Johnston, and J.E.H. MacDonald. Their work helped define a distinctly Canadian visual 
aesthetic. Tom Thomson, though not a member (he died in 1917), was a major 
influence. 
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Q: What is the National Ballet of Canada? 
A: One of the world's leading ballet companies, based in Toronto. Founded in 1951 by 
Celia Franca. Canadian ballet has a strong international reputation. 

Q: What is the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF)? 
A: One of the world's most prestigious film festivals, held annually in Toronto in 
September. Many films that win major awards at TIFF go on to receive Oscar 
nominations. It helps make Toronto one of the world's leading film production cities. 

Q: Who was Oscar Peterson? 
A: A virtuosic jazz pianist from Montreal, Quebec — widely considered one of the 
greatest jazz pianists in history. He performed for over 60 years and received numerous 
awards, including the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Q: Who was Glenn Gould? 
A: A Canadian classical pianist from Toronto — famous worldwide for his recordings of 
Bach (especially the Goldberg Variations). Known for his extraordinary technical 
brilliance and unconventional performance approach. He retired from live performance 
in 1964 to focus on recording. 

Q: What is the National Film Board of Canada? 
A: A federal cultural agency that produces and distributes documentaries and animated 
films. The NFB has won 13 Academy Awards and produced thousands of films since 
1939. It pioneered documentary filmmaking internationally. 

Q: What is Hockey Night in Canada? 
A: A legendary Canadian television institution — broadcasts of NHL hockey on CBC 
(and now Rogers-owned channels). It has been a Saturday night staple for Canadians 
since 1952. The theme music (now owned by CTV) was once called Canada's second 
national anthem. 

Q: What are the Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis)? 
A: Natural light displays in the sky caused by the interaction of solar particles with 
Earth's magnetic field. Visible in northern Canada (Yukon, NWT, Nunavut, northern 
Alberta/Saskatchewan/Manitoba/Ontario). They are a significant part of Canadian 
Indigenous stories and one of Canada's iconic natural phenomena. 

Q: What is poutine? 
A: A Quebec dish consisting of french fries, cheese curds, and gravy. Originating in 
Quebec in the 1950s–60s, it became a Canadian comfort food staple and is now known 
internationally as a distinctly Canadian dish. 

Q: What is the significance of Tim Hortons to Canadian culture? 
A: Tim Hortons is a Canadian coffee and fast food chain founded in 1964 in Hamilton, 
Ontario by NHL hockey player Tim Horton. It became a deeply embedded part of 
Canadian identity — going for 'a double double' (coffee with two creams and two 
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sugars) is a Canadian cultural touchstone. It has more locations per capita than any 
other quick service restaurant in Canada. 
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Appendix V: Final Revision — 60 One-Line Facts to 
Read the Night Before Your Test 

 

Read this appendix through completely the night before your test. Don't study — just 
read. These 60 sentences contain the most testable facts in this entire guide. If they feel 
familiar by the time you're done, you're ready. 

 

1. Canada became a country on July 1, 1867 — this is called Confederation. 

2. The four original provinces were Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

3. Canada's first Prime Minister was Sir John A. Macdonald. 

4. Canada's capital city is Ottawa, Ontario. 

5. The two official languages of Canada are English and French. 

6. Canada is a Constitutional Monarchy — the Head of State is the King of Canada (King 
Charles III). 

7. The Head of Government is the Prime Minister. 

8. The Governor General is the King's representative in Canada. 

9. Parliament consists of the House of Commons (elected, 338 MPs) and the Senate 
(appointed, 105 senators). 

10. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms is part of the Constitution Act, 1982. 

11. The physical presence requirement for citizenship is 1,095 days in the 5 years before 
applying. 

12. The citizenship test has 20 questions, a 30-minute time limit, and a pass mark of 75% 
(15/20). 

13. Applicants aged 18–54 must take the citizenship knowledge test. 

14. Applicants aged 55 and older are exempt from both the knowledge test and language 
requirement. 

15. Canada has 10 provinces and 3 territories (Yukon, Northwest Territories, Nunavut). 

16. Nunavut was created in 1999 — the newest territory and the Inuit homeland. 

17. The three groups of Aboriginal peoples are First Nations, Métis, and Inuit. 

18. Residential schools operated from the 1880s to 1996; the federal apology was delivered 
in 2008. 

19. September 30 is the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation (a federal holiday since 
2021). 

20. The Battle of Vimy Ridge (April 9–12, 1917) is Canada's defining WWI military 
achievement. 
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21. D-Day (June 6, 1944): Canadians stormed Juno Beach in Normandy — Canada's key 
WWII battle. 

22. The Statute of Westminster (1931) gave Canada full legal independence from Britain. 

23. Women gained the right to vote in federal elections in 1918; Manitoba was first 
provincially in 1916. 

24. The Famous Five, led by Emily Murphy, won the Persons Case in 1929. 

25. Kim Campbell was Canada's first female Prime Minister (1993). 

26. Sir Wilfrid Laurier was Canada's first French-Canadian Prime Minister. 

27. Lester B. Pearson won the Nobel Peace Prize for proposing the first UN peacekeeping 
force (1956). 

28. Tommy Douglas introduced universal healthcare in Saskatchewan — the model for 
Canada's Medicare. 

29. The Official Languages Act (1969) made English and French Canada's official languages. 

30. Canada adopted official multiculturalism in 1971 — first country in the world to do so. 

31. Canada's national flag (the red maple leaf) was adopted in 1965. 

32. O Canada became the official national anthem in 1980. 

33. Canada's national motto is 'A Mari Usque Ad Mare' — From Sea to Sea. 

34. Canada's national winter sport is ice hockey; national summer sport is lacrosse. 

35. New Brunswick is the only officially bilingual province. 

36. Charlottetown, PEI is the Birthplace of Confederation (1864 conference). 

37. The capital of British Columbia is Victoria — NOT Vancouver. 

38. The capital of Quebec is Quebec City — NOT Montreal. 

39. The capital of Alberta is Edmonton — NOT Calgary. 

40. Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone in Brantford, Ontario (1876). 

41. Frederick Banting and Charles Best discovered insulin in Toronto (1921). 

42. James Naismith, from Almonte, Ontario, invented basketball. 

43. Canada shares the world's longest undefended border with the United States. 

44. Canada is the second largest country in the world by total area. 

45. Canada borders three oceans: Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic. 

46. Section 35 of the Constitution Act (1982) recognizes and affirms Aboriginal and treaty 
rights. 

47. Section 33 is the Notwithstanding Clause — allows governments to override some 
Charter rights for 5 years. 

48. Section 15 of the Charter protects equality rights — no discrimination. 
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49. The Oath of Citizenship pledges allegiance to the King, his heirs and successors, and the 
laws of Canada. 

50. Reconciliation is the ongoing process of healing between Canada and Indigenous 
peoples. 

51. Canada is a founding member of the United Nations (1945), NATO (1949), and the G7. 

52. The RCMP (Royal Canadian Mounted Police) is Canada's national police force. 

53. The Supreme Court of Canada has 9 justices and is the final word on constitutional 
questions. 

54. A Senate seat holder serves until age 75; appointed by the GG on the PM's advice. 

55. Federal elections must occur at least every 5 years; fixed election dates target every 4 
years. 

56. All Canadian citizens 18+ have the right to vote in federal elections. 

57. Canada uses First Past the Post (FPTP) voting — the candidate with the most votes in a 
riding wins. 

58. Federal jurisdiction includes: defence, immigration, criminal law, banking, and trade 
between provinces. 

59. Provincial jurisdiction includes: education, healthcare delivery, property, civil rights, and 
natural resources. 

60. The Indian Act (1876) governs many aspects of First Nations governance and is still in 
force. 

61. The Canadian Human Rights Act prohibits discrimination in federal jurisdiction areas. 

62. The Multiculturalism Act (1988) enshrines multiculturalism as a fundamental Canadian 
value in law. 

 

You have prepared. You are ready. Good luck. 
— Manoj Palwe, RCIC R422575 | DreamVisas.com 
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Free 2027 Update Notes — Stay Current 

 

Canadian immigration policy changes regularly. IRCC updates citizenship fees, 
processing times, form numbers, and procedural requirements without advance notice. 
A printed book cannot update itself — but this resource can. 

 

FREE UPDATE NOTES: Visit dreamvisas.com/citizenship-updates for free 2027 
update notes to this guide. Any changes to test format, fees, exemption rules, or 
eligibility requirements will be posted there as they occur. You can also subscribe 
to Manoj's YouTube channel (20,000+ subscribers) for video updates on Canadian 
immigration and citizenship policy changes. 

 

What typically changes and when to check: 

• Application fees — can change at any time; always verify at canada.ca before 
applying 

• Processing times — updated monthly on the IRCC website; do not rely on old 
estimates 

• Test format — IRCC can modify the number of questions, time limit, or delivery 
method 

• Current officeholders — Governor General, Prime Minister, Cabinet ministers 
change with elections and appointments 

• Policy updates — new programs, exemptions, or procedural changes 

 

For the test itself: historical facts (Confederation 1867, Charter 1982, Vimy 1917) will 
not change. Government structure will not change. Charter rights will not change. What 
can change are the names of current officeholders and any procedural updates to the 
citizenship process. 
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Also in the DreamVisas Immigration Series 

 

If this guide helped you prepare for your citizenship test, these related titles from the 
DreamVisas series may be valuable for your next steps: 

 

What Next? When You Land in Canada 

For newly arrived permanent residents navigating their first months in Canada — 
banking, healthcare, employment, schools, and building your Canadian life from day 
one. 

 

Express Entry to Canada 2026: The Complete Guide 

For skilled workers planning to immigrate to Canada through the federal Express Entry 
system — CRS scores, draws, profiles, and the full application process explained step 
by step. 

 

Canada Provincial Nominee Programs 2026: 50+ Streams Explained 

For immigrants exploring provincial nomination pathways — Ontario, BC, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Atlantic provinces, and Quebec streams covered in detail. 

 

Your Next Step: If you have already achieved Canadian citizenship, consider whether 
family members in your home country could benefit from Canadian immigration 
pathways. Canadian citizens have expanded family sponsorship rights that can bring 
parents, grandparents, and other relatives to Canada. 
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Get in Touch: 

Website: www.dreamvisas.ca 

Email: manoj@dreamvisas.com 
Contact- +919822033225 

YouTube: Search 'Manoj Palwe Immigration' 

LinkedIn: Manoj Palwe RCIC 

 
Thank you for reading! 
Best wishes for your journey. 
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