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Scanning rows, columns, and 
boxes in one or two directions:

To start solving a Sudoku, check rows, columns, and boxes and find 
situations where only one number can fit into this cell.  The scanning 
technique helps you solve sudoku puzzles with fun.

Let's see some examples. 
Let's number the boxes from 
one to nine from left to 
right.  Like any other box 
in Sudoku, box two must 
contain 5. Look closely at 
boxes one and three, and 
they already have 5s. From 
this, we conclude that the 
number five in box two must 
be in the third row. 

Because five cannot be in the first and second rows. Now, we do the same 
with the columns in the range of the second box; as a result, we get the only 
place where we can put the number five.

Picture 2 - Example Scanning rows, columns, and boxes.

What is Sudoku?
Sudoku is a puzzle game that basically consists of a grid 9x9. This area 

is divided into nine 3x3 subareas called boxes. The goal of the game is to 
fill the entire area with numbers from 1 to 9 according to the following 
rules:

Each row in the 9x9 grid must contain all digits from 1 to 9, with no 
repetition.

Each column in the 9x9 grid must contain every single digit from 1 to 9, 
with no repetition.

Each of the nine 3x3 boxes must contain every single digit from 1 to 9, 
with no repetition.

The initial puzzle will have some cells pre-filled with numbers, providing 
a starting point. These given numbers are called "clues."

The player must deduce the correct placement of numbers in the empty cells 
by applying logic and using the given clues without violating the three rules 
mentioned above. 

The puzzle is solved when you have successfully 
filled in all the cells with numbers that meet the 
rules.

Picture 1 - Sudoku rules.

Basic strategy
Solving a Sudoku puzzle is hard work with a 

combination of logic and deduction. Here's a list 
of essential strategies to help you get started.
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Searching for Single Candidates:
Sometimes, only one number can be in a cell because the remaining eight 

are already used in the relevant row, column, and box. 

Let's look at row 5. Seven of 
the nine squares contain the 
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 
9, meaning that 7 and 8 are 
missing. Seven cannot be in 
square A5 because there is 
already 7 in that column. 
Therefore, the seven must be in 
square I5.

Picture 5 - Example Searching for missing numbers.

Analyzing techniques
When moving to more complex levels of the Sudoku puzzle, you will find 

that more than simple scanning methods are needed. Now, it's time for more 
complex methods.

Hard puzzles require more profound logic analysis. Now you have to make 
pencil notes. Sudoku pencil marking is a systematic process of writing small 
numbers inside the squares to denote which ones may fit in. After 
pencilmarking the puzzle, the solver must analyze the results, identify 
particular number combinations, and deduce which numbers should be placed 
where. Let's get acquainted with the methodology of such analysis.

In this example, squares C7 and C8 in box seven can only contain 4 and 9, 
as shown with the tiny pencil marks. We don't know which is which, but we 
know that both squares are occupied. In addition, square A6 excludes six from 
being in the left column of box 7. As a result, the six can only be in square 
B9.

Eliminating squares using Naked Pairs in a box:

Picture 6 - Example Eliminating squares 
using Naked Pairs.

 In cases where the same pair 
can only be placed in two 
boxes, they are called Disjoint 
Subsets, and if the Disjoint 
Subsets are easy to see, they 

Well, let the game begin!
Enjoy!
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Solutions
Let's save the Amazon forests together!

Did you know that between 2020 and 2021, deforestation of the Amazon 
rainforest in Brazil reached its highest level in 15 years, with 
approximately 13,235 square kilometers of forest lost. The BBC writes about 
this regarding a report from the Brazilian Space Research Agency (Inpe).

According to the agency, deforestation has increased by 22%. As the BBC 
notes, this was influenced by the demand for paper and everything made from 
it. Not only are the Amazon forests home to millions of plants, animals, and 
indigenous peoples, but they also store vital carbon and slow global warming.

You can be proud of yourself because right now, You are saving our planet. 
Yes, we could have added a few extra pages to this book to print the answers. 
However, we did not do this. Why waste a precious resource on something you 
can do without? Instead, the answer is presented via this link:

www.hqbart.com/answers/6/

or QR code in electronic

format as a file PDF. 

In addition, we believe in You and Your abilities, so try to solve the 
puzzle yourself without looking at the answer. Let the thought of saving the 
Amazon forests give you strength. Well, You are saving the planet with us! 
You have something to be proud of!

From the Author

Scan QR and leave 
short review to 
improve the book

We have prepared a Bonus for You: 
an additional 290 Sudoku Puzzles. 
Difficulty level is Hard, and they 
are ready for printing in A4 
format. Bonus Sudoku needs to be 
printed.

Scan QR and Get Your 
Free Bonus Sudoku

Thank you for purchasing this book. 
We tried to make a convenient and 
helpful book for your fun and brain 
training. If you have ideas or 
suggestions, help us improve the 
product. Leave your short review on 
the page of this book. You can use 
this QR code: 

Thank You for your participation!

Edward Whitehead, 
Email: info@hqbart.com

Bonus Sudoku Puzzle

Scan QR and 
Save our 
Planet!
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